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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – March 15, 2002

Lesson 6 – Prayer

Parents, before you can begin your study with your child, you must first of all recognize that man has certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts an established rule or standard (in this case here, it is God’s rule and God’s standard…His Word that I am discussing) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only nonmeritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study with your child, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ be sure you and your child have named your sins privately to God the Father:


I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)

You and your child will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn the teachings of this lesson from the Word of God. 


John 4:24 “
God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit (the filling of God the Holy Spirit) and in truth (God’s Word)." (NIV)

However, if you or your child has never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.


John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)


Eph 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God… (9)  not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)

John 3:16-18


          16 "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.  (17)  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.  (18) Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

Subject: Prayer
Vocabulary: Prayer, rebound
Promise: Matt 21:22 “If you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer." (NIV)
Doctrine: 
1. Prayer is telling God what you need or want.

2. Prayer is also telling God what others need or want.

3. God decides how your prayer will be answered.

4. If you do not ask, He cannot answer your prayers.

5. If you are not in fellowship with God, He cannot hear you, much less answer you.

6. There is a four-stage process to prayer:

(1) Rebound, confess

(2) Thank God

(3) Pray for others

(4) Pray for yourself

7. Speak only to God the Father and end your prayer saying, “In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I pray.”

8. God knows why you are asking for the things you ask for when you pray, He knows your desires.

9. God loves you, and He loves doing things for you.

Scriptures:

   1. The Need to Pray – In obedience to God’s command.  1Thes 5:17 “…pray continually…” Heb 4:16 “Let us then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need.”  Pray in response to His promises.  Jer 33:3 “Call to me and I will answer you and tell you great and unsearchable things you do not know.”  Pray to recognize our dependence on Him.  Philip 4:19 “And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  James 4:2b “You do not have, because you do not ask God.”  

2.  The Conditions of Prayer – Fellowship. Psalms 66:18 “If I have sin in my heart, the Lord will not listen…” Faith.  John 14:13-14 “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.  You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.”  
3.  The Steps of Prayer – Confession (rebound). I John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  Thanksgiving. Phil 4:6 “Do not worry about anything, but in everything, by prayer and asking, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”  1Thes 5:18 “give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.”  Intersession.  Eph 6:18 “And pray in the Holy Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the believer-saints.”  1 Tim 2:1-3 “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone. (2) For kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.  (3) This is good, and pleases God our Savior.”  Petition.  John 15:7 “If you remain in me and my words (the Bible) remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you.”  Rom 8:32 “He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him up for us all…how will He not also, along with Him, graciously give us all things?”
4.  The Assurance – He cares.  1 Pet 5:7 “Cast all your worries on Him because He cares for you.”  He knows.  Matt 6:32 “For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.”  He hears.  1 Pet 3:12 “For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil."  He answers.  Psalms 143:1 O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy; in your faithfulness and righteousness come to my relief.”  John 14:13-14 “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. (14) You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” I John 5:14-15 “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  (15) And if we know that He hears us…whatever we ask…we know that we have what we asked of Him.”
Presentation
Now, traveler, I’m going to tell you about a power God has given you that very few people use.  It is called the triumphant horn of prayer.

Like any musical horn, such as a trumpet or a tuba, all you have to do is breathe to get a sound.  The air starts at your end when you blow through the mouthpiece.  After traveling through a length of tube or pipe, the air comes out as a sound at the other end of the horn, called the bell.  This air always goes one way.  You never blow into the bell.  And you never put your ear to the mouthpiece to hear music.

Like the trumpet, the horn of prayer is meant to be heard.  No matter where you are, as long as you are in God’s plan, your prayer will reach all the way to heaven to God the Father.  

With this prayer horn, you can conquer your enemy, achieve great and honorable feats of daring, and do great and wonderful things for others.  And, you can blow your horn of prayer anytime you want to.

What is amazing, though, is that so few believers use this powerful horn of prayer.  Some just don’t believe prayer is as powerful as God says it is.  So, they don’t bother with it.  Others are afraid of prayer.  They think it’s a mysterious power, complicated and confusing.  So, they never learn how to use it.

I’m going to tell you the real secret of prayer: if you can think, you can pray.  Prayer is nothing more than talking to God the Father.

So, listen to me, and I will tell you how to use your greatest weapon.

I’m going to make this simple, because that is exactly what prayer is: simple and powerful.  It is the one sure way to improve any situation.

When can you use your triumphant horn and  pray?  You can pray when you get up, you can pray on your way to school, you can pray when you’re in trouble, you can pray when you’re in bed at night.  In other words, you can pray anytime.  And you never bother or interrupt God.  He is always waiting to hear from you.

You do not have to pray out loud.  God hears everything you think.  Prayer is so simple, a two-year old can pray.  If you can tell God that you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, you can pray.

All right, I have a secret to praying that I’m going to share with you.  Are you ready?  Are you sure?  Okay, it’s “remember.”  That’s right.  The word, “remember.”

Remember: always pray to God the Father, in the name of Jesus Christ.

1. Remember your sins and name them to God the Father only (never out loud).  If you can’t remember them, ask the Holy Spirit to help you to remember them.

2. Remember God provided everything and thank Him.

3. Remember other people and just ask God to “remember Mom, remember Dad, remember brothers or sisters, soldiers, pastor, teachers, pets and friends.”

4. Just tell God the Father what the situation is and ask that He remember you.

I want you to know that I think that anyone who doesn’t pray for themselves is missing out.  Here are the kinds of things you can ask God.

1. “Remember me when I take this test.”

2. “Remember me in football today.”

3. “Remember me when that bully bothers me.”

4. “Remember me in Bible class.”

5. “Remember me when I’m by myself and I get scared.”

Remember all your sins.  Can you name some sins?

Remember who gives you everything.  Now, what can you be thankful for?

Remember others. Who needs God’s help?

Remember yourself.  When do you need God’s help?

Why don’t we take out our triumphant horn of prayer now!

First we rebound…”Father, I have…(tell you sins to Him).


Example of prayer:


Father, thank you for Mom and Dad.  Thank you for the Bible.  Thank you for my new pet.  Thank you for helping me on my spelling test. 


Remember Mom and Dad and my sister (brother).  Remember Dad in his new job.  Remember our pastor.  Remember Grandma and Grandpa.  Remember me in Bible class. Remember me when I try out for sports or dancing.  Remember me at the doctor’s office tomorrow.  Remember me when I have to give my report.


In Jesus Christ’s name I pray.  Amen.
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