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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – November 8, 2002

Lesson 9 – God’s Protection

Parents, before you can begin your study with your child, you must first of all recognize that man has certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts an established rule or standard (in this case here, it is God’s rule and God’s standard…His Word that I am discussing) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study with your child, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ be sure you and your child have named your sins privately to God the Father:


I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)

You and your child will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn the teachings of this lesson from the Word of God. 


John 4:24 “
God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit (the filling of God the Holy Spirit) and in truth (God’s Word)." (NIV)

However, if you or your child has never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.


John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)


Eph 2:8-9


8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--


9   not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)

John 3:16-18


16 “For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.


17 for God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

Subject: God’s Protection
Vocabulary: hero, armor of God, Bible doctrine
Promise: 2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of shyness, but of power and love and discipline.
Isaiah 40:29He gives strength to the weary, and to him who lacks might he increases power.

Doctrine: 
1. The instant the believer inters God’s plan he becomes a member of God’s elite family: the royal family of God.
2. God has given the believer an invisible suit of armor.
3. Jesus Christ is the believer’s champion.
4. The Holy Spirit is the believer’s power source.
5. The believer can be a hero.
Scriptures:  The Church Age believer:

   1. Positional Truth.  John 14:20 “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”  1 Cor 1:30 “It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God…that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption.”

   2. Universal indwelling of Christ.  John 14:18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”  John 14:23 “Jesus replied, "If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.”
3.  Universal indwelling of the Holy Spirit.  1 Cor 3:16-17 “Don't you know that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you?  (17) “If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is sacred, and you are that temple.”
4.  Universal priesthood of the believer.  1 Pet 2:5 “…You also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 1 Pet 2:9 “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”
5.  Supernatural way of life.  Rom 8:2 “…because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.”
6.  Filling of the Spirit.  Gal 5:16 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.” Eph 5:18 “Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit.”  I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

7.  The armor of God.  Eph 6:10-17 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power.  (11) Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes.  (12) For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  (13) Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.  (14) Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place, (15) and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace.  (16) In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.  (17) Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

Presentation
The Invisible Armor of God
You are a member of your own family…our family.  You will never get out of it.  There is nothing you can do to stop being a member of this family.  We love you and we will take care of you.  You trust us, and you know that we want what is best for you.  

Well, this is nothing compared to what you have as a believer.  When you accepted Jesus Christ as your Savior, you became a member of His family…the royal family of God.  

It doesn’t matter how old you are, how big you are, how smart you are, or how talented you are.  You can be small, slow, weak, young, and shy, and still be a hero.  You may be alone, left out, outnumbered, and mistreated, but you know that under your everyday, mild appearance is a brave warrior.

I know what you’re thinking.  You’re thinking, “That’s easy for you to say, here, where we’re safe and comfortable.  It’s all fine to say you’ll go on an exciting journey where you will meet challenges, win contests, and so on….  But it’s another thing to be out there, on the road.”  You may feel a little exposed, maybe unprotected.  You see, we all feel the same way, at first.  You’re not the only one.

What are you supposed to do?  Well, do you think when God says He will provide everything, He really doesn’t mean “everything?”  Of course not!  God always does what He says.

When warriors went into battle, they wore heavy armor for protection against their enemies. When we believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, we are given God’s armor.  When we wear this armor, it radiates protection like a wall of fire radiates heat.

This armor is invisible.  So, someone may see you as a weak little human, not realizing you are surrounded by a wall of fire coming from the armor of God.  If they attack you, they get burned.

This wonderful protective armor is made out of Bible doctrine.  That’s right, Bible doctrine.  And we know we always have to be in God’s plan for Bible doctrine to work.  The more doctrine we have the more this invisible armor protects us. 

· Can you tell me how you get in God’s plan?  (Salvation; then rebound)  
Your armor has six pieces to it.  The belt is the basic piece.  All the other pieces of the armor hang from it.  Bible doctrine is used to fasten your belt around your waist and over your shoulder.  The belt of truth securely holds everything you need when you face the enemy.
The next piece you put on is the breastplate or chest-protector of God’s goodness.  This is attached to the belt of truth.  The breastplate makes sure all your actions come from the goodness of God.  Are you doing the right thing?  Are you doing it for the right reason?  The breastplate of God’s goodness always answers “yes.”

You are given boots equipped for salvation witness.  These boots wade through anything, and let you tell people the most important thing they need to hear:  Acts 16:31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.”  Whenever you are wearing these boots, you may have a chance to tell someone about salvation.  You are able to make salvation clear and understandable.  So, don’t worry about what you are going to say.  That is the job of the boots.

The largest piece of armor you have is the shield of faith.  It protects you from all problems, dangers, and fears.  When you stand behind your shield, you can relax, eat your lunch, or take a nap.  It will never let anything through.  The more Bible doctrine you have, the stronger you are and the more ways you can use your shield.
We are also given the helmet of salvation.  It protects our mind, where we think.  The helmet is a reminder that God gave us salvation through Jesus Christ, and all we had to do was believer.  The helmet also reminds us that God does everything to save us when we are in trouble.  Again, we just rest and let Him deliver us.

The last piece of equipment is a weapon called the sword from the Holy Spirit: the Word of God.  Since this is from the Holy Spirit, He controls it.  He makes sure the sword goes where it’s supposed to go, and it cuts all the way through.  The sword is alive and powerful.  It is sharper than any thing else in the world.  And the more we use the sword, the sharper it gets.  There is nothing it cannot cut.  The sword is Bible doctrine.

You need to know two more things about this armor.  First, it possesses the power of God the Holy Spirit.  There is nothing your armor cannot do.  

Second, Jesus Christ tested the armor repeatedly during His life on earth.  These tests were the hardest, nastiest, dirtiest tests that ever existed.  No other human could ever have any tests like the tests that Jesus Christ had.  The armor worked perfectly every time.

This invisible armor from God belongs to you.  But your armor is useless if you never wear it.  If your shield stays in the closet, and your helmet gathers dust on the shelf, if your sword stays in its scabbard, then you aren’t using it, and you’re just a weakling.

Constantly train with this armor so you can become more skilled.  Never think you have learned enough and stop training you can forget what you have learned, and then you will start going backwards.

Remember, you must always learn more than you forget!  So put on the armor of God.  Face any problem, go into any battle, and be a here.  You may be a weak little person, but in your soul you’re stronger than anyone you know, mightier than the greatest warrior on earth.

YOU CAN BE A HERO!
Close in Prayer: Father, may God the Holy Spirit make this lesson about Jesus very real in our souls so that we can glorify Him and live the way He wants us to.  Help us to obey you always and when we don’t to confess our sins right away to get back on the road of your plan for us.  In Jesus’ name we pray Amen.
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