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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – January 3, 2003

Lesson 10 – The Believer

Parents, before you can begin your study with your child, you must first of all recognize that man has certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts an established rule or standard (in this case here, it is God’s rule and God’s standard…His Word that I am discussing) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study with your child, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ be sure you and your child have named your sins privately to God the Father:


I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)

You and your child will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn the teachings of this lesson from the Word of God. 


John 4:24 “
God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit (the filling of God the Holy Spirit) and in truth (God’s Word)." (NIV)

However, if you or your child has never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.


John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)


Eph 2:8-9


8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--


9   not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)

John 3:16-18


16 “For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.


17 for God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

Subject: The Believer
Vocabulary: hero, virtue
Promise: “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.”  Philippians 4:13
Doctrine: 
1. God has given us His plan.
2. God has given us Jesus Christ as Savior.
3. God has given us Bible doctrine.
4. God has given us prayer.
5. God has given us everything we need to be a hero.
6. God has given us ten problem-solving devices:

a) The rebound technique or confession of our sins.
b) The filling of the Holy Spirit.
c) The faith-rest drill.

d) Grace orientation.

e) Doctrinal orientation.

f) Personal love for God.

g) Impersonal love for mankind.

h) Happiness.

i) A personal sense of destiny.

j) Occupation with Christ

Scriptures:  
Proverbs 23:7 “…for he is the kind of man who is always thinking about the cost.”Eat and drink," he says to you, but his heart is not with you.”

Isa 55:8-9 “"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the LORD.  (9) "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
2 Cor 10:3-5 “For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does.  (4) The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.  (5) 
We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.”

Philippians 2:5 “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:”

Philippians 4:13 “I can do everything through him who gives me strength.”

Col 3:2 “
Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things.”

2 Thess 2:2 “…not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by some prophecy, report or letter supposed to have come from us, saying that the day of the Lord has already come.”

2 Tim 1:7 “…for God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a Spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.”

James 1:8 “…he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does.”

Matt 14:22-31 “Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd.  (23) After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, (24) but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.  (25) During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake.  (26) When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear.  (27) But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Do not be afraid.”  (28) "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water."  (29) "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.”  (30) But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!"  (31) Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?"

Luke 1:1-10 “Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have been fulfilled among us, (2) just as they were handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word.  (3) Therefore, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, (4) so that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught.  (5) In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron.  (6) Both of them were upright in the sight of God, observing all the Lord's commandments and regulations blamelessly.  (7) But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren; and they were both well along in years.  (8) Once when Zechariah's division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, (9) he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense.  (10) And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying outside.  (11) Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense.”
Presentation
How to Be a Hero
All right, I said you can be a hero.  That’s why you are here.  Maybe you wondered if heaven is so wonderful why God didn’t take you straight to heaven when you believed in Jesus Christ.  Why does God leave you here on earth if He wants you to spend forever with Him in heaven?  Well, you know God has a plan just for you, don’t you?  But did you realize you are the target of His plan, not just a bystander?  That’s right, in God’s plan He wants you to be the hero.

A hero is not some cartoon figure or movie warrior.  A hero has courage.  He is not afraid of what he must do or what may happen to him.  
A hero has virtue.  He knows what is right and what is wrong.  He makes the right choice no matter how hard that is and no matter what anyone else thinks about him.

To learn about the hero, we’re going to play a game.  It’s a pretend game.  I’m going to tell you a real story and you’re going to pretend to be someone in that story.

Are you ready?

Once upon a time, there was a real country called Texas.  In Texas there lived a real person named John Christopher Columbus Hill.  He lived on a farm outside the small town of LaGrange.  
John had been trained well.  His father taught him all about farming and he went o school to learn about writing, and books, and math, and science.  But most important of all, his parents taught him Bible doctrine.  He learned about biblical heroes like David, Daniel, and Joseph.

Texas had won independence from Mexico in 1836.  But in March of 1842, the Mexicans made a daring raid into Texas to the town of San Antonio.  The Texans formed an army to pursue the invaders, and John’s father, Asa, and his brother, Jeffrey, joined up.  These men had fought to win their freedom.  Now, they had to fight to protect that freedom.

Since John’s older brother, James Monroe Hill, had fought six years earlier at the Battle of San Jacinto, John felt now it was his turn to fight.  After much discussion the decision was made that John would go into the army and James would stay at home.

As John was packing James took him aside and handed him the gun he had used at the Battle of San Jacinto.  “Don’t ever surrender it,“ James ordered.  John replied, “I promise.  Not Mexican will ever shoot this rifle.”  

John rode off with his father, Asa, and his brother, Jeffrey, to join the army.  John Christopher Columbus Hill was only thirteen years old.

The Texan army crossed the Rio Grande and on Christmas day began a fight with the Mexican army near the border town of Mier.  As the Mexicans retreated the Texans drove them into Mier.  Inside the town the battle was fierce.  But the Mexicans were taking many casualties and the Texans were close to final victory.  Even the horses of the Mexican officers were saddled, ready for a quick getaway.  But all this was unknown to the Texans.

In one last, desperate attempt to achieve victory, the Mexicans made a plan.  They fooled the Texas commander about the strength of the Mexican army and the weapons they had.  Without checking the Mexicans’ story, the discouraged Texas leader decided that his army was doomed.  He was convinced the Texans should surrender.
The Texas army was encamped in a church.  The Mexican army took up position on the walls of the plaza outside the church.  The Texans were told to lay down their weapons and surrender.

At first, many of the Texans refused because in the past the Mexican leader, Santa Anna, had not kept his word in surrender agreements.  After awhile, however, the men slowly came out to the plaza, put down their guns, and gave up.  There were 234 Texans, not counting the wounded.  Finally, 233 had surrendered.  One was left.  Yes, that’s right, it was John Christopher Columbus Hill!

*********

All right, we’re going to play the game of pretend now.  Are you ready?  Good.  We’re going to pretend you are John Hill.  I’ll stop at different places in the story.  I’ll as, “What would you do?” and you’ll decide.  

Pretend you’re in that church instead of John Hill.  Can you do that?

Now you are a believer on your journey.

· What is absolutely the first thing you’re going to do?  (Rebound)
That’s right, make sure you are in God’s plan.

· When you rebound, who is at the controls?  (The Holy Spirit)

Now that you’re in God’s plan, you can use something God has provided for all emergencies.

· What is it called? 

Yes, the faith-rest drill.

· And how does the faith-rest drill work?

Claim a promise.

Think of how God will solve the problem.

Relax.

That’s right: claim, think, relax, and move on!  Now, you’re thinking Bible doctrine.  That sounds like something a hero would do, doesn’t it?

· What would you do if you were John Hill?  (Each child answers)

We’ll see what John did.

*********

John Christopher Columbus Hill stood in the doorway of the church.  The Texans watched him.  The Mexican army all along the plaza wall watched him.  For a long time, John didn’t move.  He just stood there thinking.

· What was John thinking about? (His promise to his brother about the gun and the order to surrender.)

Then John slowly stepped forward.  He took his rifle by the barrel, swung it around his head a couple of times, and then smashed it against the curb stones.  No Mexican would ever shoot that rifle. John kept his world to his brother.

John was a hero.  He didn’t go out and kill the enemy single-handed.  He didn’t run across the plaza dodging bullets, and make a daring escape.  He simply refused to surrender.  While all the men were giving up, John was trying to figure out a way to keep his promise to his brother.  John decided his promise was more important than his freedom.  A hero honors his word and can think under pressure.

As the Texans and the Mexicans watched, John was taken to General Ampudia, the Mexican commander.  Everyone thought John would be shot as an example.  Execution of prisoners, especially troublemakers, was very common.

*********

Pretend you are in John’s place facing General Ampudia, the man who is going to have you killed.  You are helpless.  You can do nothing.  What are you thinking?  

Well, if you are thinking God has a plan for you, you’re right.  If you’re thinking God has done everything for you, you’re also right.  If you’re thinking of all the things God had given you…

· What is one thing God has given you? (Life, eternal life, parents, etc.)

…then you’re thinking like a hero.  God isn’t going to forget you now, is He?

Let’s see what happened.

*********

John was not afraid.  He stood straight and steady, ready for anything.  To John’s surprise, General Ampudia praised him for his bravery.  He addressed John using the Spanish word “Don,” a title for a person of high rank.  

Ampudia himself had just lost his son in the Mier battle, yet he talked to John for a long time asking him questions about himself and about the fighting.

John answered the questions the general asked with honesty and respect.  

The general offered John food, a place to stay in the general’s own house, and whatever else John needed.

*********

Let’s stop a minute and review the events.  Now, remember, you’re pretending to be John.  You’ve left home, gone into battle, fought well, been ordered to surrender, broken your brother’s gun, been taken prisoner, faced a possible death sentence, and been saved and treated in a wonderful way by your enemy.  That’s correct so far, isn’t it?

Do you think you are in God’s thoughts?  That you are important to Him?  That He always wants the best for you?  Did you really think John would be delivered in this way?

The more you travel in God’s plan, the more God means to you.

Now, the general has offered you everything you need.  What will you ask of him? If you are thinking Bible doctrine, then you are not crying and complaining and thinking only of yourself.  When you think Bible doctrine, you think of God and you think of others.  When you think Bible doctrine, you think like a hero.

· What do you do?
· Guess what John did?

*********

John asked about the prisoners, particularly his father and brother.  They had been on his mind since the surrender.  He was permitted to see them and take them some food.

The general was impressed by the courage and thoughtfulness of this thirteen-year-old boy.  So when the command came down to execute the prisoners, General Ampudia overruled the order.  He sent them to prison instead.
John did not use his muscles.  He used his mind.  He continued to think under pressure, making good decisions and doing the right thing.  A hero has virtue.

· What was one good decision that John made?  (He kept his word; thought of the prisoners.)

While the Texans, including Asa and Jeffrey Hill, were marched to Perote, the horrible Mexican prison, John was commanded to be brought to Santa Anna, el Presidente of Mexico.

John stood quietly in front of the dreaded leader.  He was ready for anything.

Santa Anna told John he had no children, then he, too, was so impressed with John that he and his wife decided to adopt him.  Santa Anna intended to send Jo9hn to military college and train him to follow in Santa Anna’s footsteps.

*********

Here you are, a thirteen-year-old, one of eleven children of a Texas farmer.  The president of the country you have been fighting against has just offered to make you his heir.

Bible doctrine tells you the direction of your journey.  A hero always knows where he’s supposed to go.

· So, now, what do you do?
· Let’s see what John did.

*********

John was shocked.  Here was the man whose army he had fought offering John the future ruler-ship of Mexico.  

John thanked Santa Anna for his offer but refused.  What if, in the future, Mexico went to war with Texas again?  John would always fight on the side of Texas.  He could never fight against his own country.

Surprisingly, Santa Anna was not angry.  This boy impressed him.  He would be a good son.  Santa Anna then told John he wanted him to live in the palace as his son.

John stood there for a minute thinking.  He said, “Sir, as to being your son, I have my own father and mother.  But if you will send my father and brother home, I will stay with you.”

Asa and Jeffrey returned home in the year 1843.  John did not see his family for thirteen years.  He never saw his father again.

John Christopher Columbus Hill was beloved by Santa Anna and his wife, Dona Inez, and by everyone else with whom he came in contact.  John grew up in Mexico in the house of General Tornel, Santa Anna’s minister of war.  He attended Mineria College, an engineering school.  John became a successful engineer and businessman.

John was known all over Mexico and Texas for his kindness, honor, and courage.  His nickname was “Pano de Lagrimas.”  That means “he wiped away the tears from people’s eyes.” 
· Do you think John was happier in Mexico or in Texas?

God had a plan for John Christopher Columbus Hill.  God has a plan for you.  As long as you’re in God’s plan, you can be happy anywhere.

*********

You know, you have your own hero.  Jesus Christ is your hero.  Jesus Christ used the same doctrine God has given you.

A hero asks, “What would Jesus Christ do?”  Then he would do it.

God wants you to be a hero.  Long before you were born, God got everything ready for you.  He put every event, every person in place.

God provides all the Bible doctrine you will need and makes it easy for you to get doctrine.  Everything in God’s plan for you is perfect.  He can’t forget anything.  He can’t make a mistake.  God is perfect.

Well, I want to be a hero.  I don’t want to miss a single thing God has for me.

Now, it’s up to you.  It’s your choice.

DO YOU WANT TO BE A HERO? 

Close in Prayer:  Father, help us to be heroes and winners in your special plan for our lives.  Help us to obey you and shine our lights and show Jesus in our actions.  We ask it in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Lighthouse Christian Youth Ministry, 2900 NE 33rd St., Lighthouse Point, FL 33064

Phone 954-943-5633, email lcyministry@comcast.net or website lighthousechristianyouth.org

