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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – January 17, 2003

Lesson 11 – The Origin of Sin

Parents, before you can begin your study with your child, you must first of all recognize that man has certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts an established rule or standard (in this case here, it is God’s rule and God’s standard…His Word that I am discussing) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study with your child, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ be sure you and your child have named your sins privately to God the Father:


I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)

You and your child will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn the teachings of this lesson from the Word of God. 


John 4:24 “
God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit (the filling of God the Holy Spirit) and in truth (God’s Word)." (NIV)

However, if you or your child has never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.


John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)


Eph 2:8-9

8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God…

9  not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)

John 3:16-18


16 “For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.


17 for God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

Subject: The Origin of Sin
Vocabulary: angel, arrogance, devil, heaven, Lucifer, praise, Satan, sin, volition.
Promise: Psalms 37:28a “For the Lord loves justice, and does not forsake His godly ones; they are preserved forever.” 
Scriptures: God is speaking to the king of Tyre and then compares him to Satan and at the very end of these verses talks again about the king of Tyre and how God will ruin him.
Ezek 28:11-19 “The word of the Lord came to me: (12) ‘Son of man, take up a lament concerning the king of Tyre and say to him: 'this is what the Sovereign Lord says: "‘you (Satan) were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  (13) You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you: ruby, topaz and emerald, chrysolite, onyx and jasper, sapphire, turquoise and beryl. Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared.  (14) You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I ordained you. You were on the holy mount of God; you walked among the fiery stones.  (15) You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created till wickedness (arrogance) was found in you.  (16) Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.  (17) Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings (king of Tyre in the last part of this verse and following).  (18) By your many sins and dishonest trade you have desecrated your sanctuaries. So I made a fire come out from you, and it consumed you, and I reduced you to ashes on the ground in the sight of all who were watching.  (19) All the nations who knew you are appalled at you; you have come to a horrible end and will be no more.'"

Lucifer’s creation and description: Col 1:16 “For by Him (Jesus Christ) all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible (angels), whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.”
The first sin…negative volition…arrogance. Isa 14:12-17 “How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!  (13) You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.  (14) I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.‘  (15) But you are brought down to the grave, to the depths of the pit.  (16) Those who see you stare at you, they ponder your fate: "Is this the man who shook the earth and made kingdoms tremble, (17) the man who made the world a desert, who overthrew its cities and would not let his captives go home?"
Motivation for Satan’s sin…pride…arrogance.  1 Tim 3:6 “He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil.”
The devil, the first sinner.  I John 3:8 “He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.”
Man becomes a sinner.  Read Genesis Chapter 3. 
Sin is passed down through Adam to the entire human race.  Rom 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…”  See also Gen 5:3 “When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own image; and he named him Seth.”
Bible Doctrine taught in this lesson:

1. God is not responsible for sin in any way.  A perfect God can have nothing to do with sin.

2. Sin came into the world through Adam (Rom 5:12).  But sin existed long before mankind was created.  
3. The first sin originates with an angel called Lucifer (Isa 14:12-17).  
4. While arrogance was Lucifer’s motivation, the lesson will emphasize his negative volition and its consequences.  Lucifer was God’s highest created being, the wisest and most beautiful of all the heavenly angels, assigned to guard the throne of God.  Lucifer grew to love his own power and importance, and was no longer content to serve God.

5. Lucifer decided to disobey God’s authority.  He wanted to be like the “Most High” God (Isa 14:12-15).  Lucifer used his volition to say “no” to God’s plan.  It was the first sin ever and that sin of arrogance three down Lucifer from his very high position next to the throne of God to the very low position of the enemy of God.  Lucifer then became Satan.

Presentation
       Boys and girls ask lots of questions.  They want to know: “where did I come from?”  “Who made God?”  “Why can’t we see God?”  
       God wants us to ask questions because He has all the answers we need.  His answers are found in the Bible, for the Bible is Jesus’ own thinking.  1 Cor 2:16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ.”  And the Bible is called the Word of God.  Heb 4:12 “For the Word of God is living and powerful and sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”  We learn by asking questions, and God certainly wants us to learn everything we can about Him.

You may ask, “What is sin?”  Sin is saying “no” to God.  Sin happens when we choose to do something God does not want us to do.  We choose not to do something God does want us to do, or we even choose to do something wrong that we do not know is wrong.  Whether we think it or say it or do it, deliberately or not, it is still called sin because we disobey God.

Where did sin come from?  Did God make sin when He made the heavens and the earth?  Absolutely not, no way!  God did not make sin.  Jesus Christ made a perfectly beautiful heaven and a beautiful and perfect earth without sin.  Well then, where did sin come from?  God tells us in the Bible.  Let’s learn all about it.
Long, long ago, before God made the first man, He made the angels.  (Col. 1:16) “For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.”  The angels were to serve God and to praise Him.  God made millions and millions of angels.  He created all angels at the same time.  All angels are male.  Sorry to disappoint you but there are no female angels and there are no baby angels.  (Rev. 5:11) “Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders.”  (Dan. 7:10) “A river of fire was flowing, coming out from before Him. Thousands upon thousands attended Him; ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him. The court was seated, and the books were opened.”   They all lived together in heaven, the most magnificent place that has ever been.  They had a day by day contract with God, their creator.  As long as they obeyed God they lived in happiness in heaven everyday.  They did not possess eternal life.  They had it one day at a time as long as they were obedient to God.  

The most beautiful and smartest angel of all was called Lucifer.  His name means “bright, shining one” or “bright morning star” because God had decorated him with precious jewels so his magnificent clothing glittered and sparkled in all the colors of the rainbow.  Lucifer wore diamonds and rubies and emeralds and gold.  He was magnificent and God’s right hand man.  The Bible tells us all about Lucifer in (Ezek. 28:12-13).  "This is what the Sovereign Lord says, ‘you were the model of perfection, full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  You were in Eden, the garden of God; every precious stone adorned you: ruby, topaz and emerald, chrysolite, onyx and jasper, sapphire, turquoise and beryl.  Your settings and mountings were made of gold; on the day you were created they were prepared.’”   His voice was the most beautiful and magnificent voice anyone could ever want and have.  It was beautiful.  He was also the smartest of all God’s creatures.  He was the greatest genius.  God made Lucifer the highest angel with the special job of guarding the throne of God.  God gave him all these things so he would be happy.
God also gave to Lucifer and to all the angels, volition.  Volition is how we decide things or make choices.  God gives each one of us volition, too.  Our volition is what we use to make decisions about everything.  Every choice we make comes from our volition or free will.  We make the choice: vanilla or chocolate?  Red or blue?  Yes or no?  Right or wrong?

Something happened to Lucifer as he stood by the throne of God day after day.  He saw how wonderful God was and is.  For a long time Lucifer obeyed and served God but then Lucifer began to change his mind.  God did not tell us in the Bible how long it took Lucifer to change his mind but instead of being thankful for all God gave to him; Lucifer became jealous of God’s greatness and power.  Lucifer became very PROUD of his own beauty and cleverness and intelligence.  He began thinking of only himself.  He was no longer happy obeying and serving God because Lucifer believed he could rule better than God could rule.  He became conceited and wanted all the power, attention, glory, respect, worship, and praise that God had for himself.  Lucifer wanted to be like God.

God tells us in the Bible what Lucifer thought.  (Isa. 14:13-14) “You said in your heart, "I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God (angels); I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.  I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High”. 
At first Lucifer thought only about what God wanted; he did not dare say no to God.  But then he started to change and think only about himself.  He hid this thinking from God or so he thought he did but God looked into Lucifer’s mind (omniscience).  He read his thoughts just as clearly as if Lucifer had spoken them.  God knows all of our thoughts too.  Then Lucifer sinned.

Before Lucifer became arrogant or proud, no angel had ever sinned.  Lucifer was the first creature to disobey God.  Lucifer no longer was the “bright, shining one.”  When Lucifer sinned, he became the first enemy of God.

Now where did sin come from?  Yes, that’s right, it started with Lucifer.  God tells us in the Bible.  (1 John 3:8) “He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning.  The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.”
Application of Bible Doctrine:

1. If God had created Lucifer without volition, He could have controlled Lucifer’s thoughts and actions and forced him to obey but God gave Lucifer volition to make his own choices.  God gives all His creatures freedom to choose.  That means you.  

2. God has given each of us volition.  We will use that volition to make many choices as long as we live.  What is the most important choice we make in life?  (Believe that the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s son, died as a substitute for us and in our place was judged for our sins.)  When we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, we say “yes” to God for the first time.

3. God gave Lucifer everything: his life, his possessions, his position, and his volition.  All Lucifer had to do was to continue to say “yes” to God everyday.

4. God has given us everything and God has also given each of us volition.  How do we start making good choices?  (By believing in the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior and by choosing God’s plan for our lives.)

Whatever It Costs – Scriptures to study 

(Matt 16:24-26) “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.  What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet loses his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?’ “   Jesus is speaking of unbelievers here.  Some people would rather experience the devil’s world and all it offers than to come to Jesus Christ and follow His plan for their life.  Remember you need salvation through Jesus Christ before you can have a relationship with God.  
(John 13:12-17) “When He had finished washing their feet, He put on His clothes and returned to His place.  ‘Do you understand what I have done for you?’ He asked them.  You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am.  Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet.  I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.  I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master is, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him.  Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.’ “   Jesus is speaking about believers now who must dedicate their lives to the plan He has for them.  Part of the plan is putting others before yourself…do first for others before you do for yourselves.  Remember that God blesses us much more than anything we could imagine and gives us JOY.
J = Jesus first.
O = Others second.

Y = You last.
So once again, I challenge you to be a “hero” for Jesus and take up your cross and follow Him.

Close in prayer: thank you, Father for our Bible Study.  I pray that God the Holy Spirit will make it count toward our spiritual growth to maturity and help us to live your plan and be a hero in our everyday lives.  In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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