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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – March 14, 2003

                        Lesson 15– Restoration: Days Two and Three

Parents, before you can begin your study with your child, you must first of all recognize that man has certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts an established rule or standard (in this case here, it is God’s rule and God’s standard…His Word that I am discussing) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study with your child, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ be sure you and your child have named your sins privately to God the Father:


I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)

You and your child will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn the teachings of this lesson from the Word of God. 


John 4:24 “
God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit (the filling of God the Holy Spirit) and in truth (God’s Word)." (NIV)

However, if you or your child has never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.


John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)


Eph 2:8-9

8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God…

9 not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)

John 3:16-18


16 “For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.


17 for God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

Subject: Restoration of Atmosphere and Land and Sea
Vocabulary: atmosphere, designed, restoration.
Presentation
Second and Third Days of Restoration

On the first day of restoration, God said in Gen 1:3, “‘Let there be light’; and there was light.”  He divided daytime from nighttime, and the first day was over.  That left five more days for God to restore the earth. 

On the second day, God said there should be air around the earth.  Gen 1:6-7 “And God said, "Let there be an expanse between the waters to separate water from water."  (7) So God made the expanse and separated the water under the expanse from the water above it. And it was so.”  Living things are designed by God to breathe air.  But the whole earth was covered by a deep layer of water.  God separated the water on the earth into two layers.  The lower waters were stored on the surface of the earth and below the surface of the earth.  The layer of air we breathe, called the atmosphere, covered the water on the surface of the earth.  The upper waters surrounded the earth above the atmosphere.  This upper layer of water kept the earth shaded from the sun and always comfortable.  It never got very hot or very cold.  It never rained.  The trees and plants were watered by a mist that came up from the waters below the earth.
The earth was still a lifeless dump, but God had already made some awesome changes.  There was light and darkness, day and night.  Water from the melted ice surrounded the earth; around this water was first a layer of air, then another layer of water.

God commanded in Gen 1:9b “Let the waters below the heavens be gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 

Our world is a round ball.  If you pour a cup of water on this ball, it will spill over and run everywhere.  The water spills no matter how much you tell it not to.  The water does not mind you.  
All-powerful God spoke to the water and said in Job 38:11 “Thus far you shall come but no farther; and here shall your proud waves stop.”  The water obeyed God and gathered into oceans and seas, and the dry land on which we now live appeared.  Nature always obeys God.  
Now that there was land, God wanted green things to grow on the earth.  When god saw the dry land come up out of the waters on the third day, He knew the earth was ready to grow plants.  God created every type of plant.

God did not have to watch and wait.  God needed only to say, “Grow!” and all the plants grew out of the ground, just like that!  God spoke to the earth.  Gen 1:11 “Then God said, "Let the land produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their various kinds." And it was so.”  

Quickly the grass grew like a soft, green carpet.  Vegetables came up and lovely fruit trees grew out of the earth.  And, just as God commanded, there were plenty of seeds in the grass and in the vegetables and inside each fruit so more plants could grow from the first ones.

Look at all the little seeds God put inside each apple.  Each one of them is God’s plan and promise of many more apple trees to come.

Application of Bible Doctrine:

1. God told the earth to produce plants of all kinds.  What is more, the plants still grow as God planned.  Strawberries do not grow on apple trees, or seaweed on cactus.  By obeying God all of God’s works praise Him.  We are shown what a wise and mighty God we have.  Are you like the seas and the plants which obey God?  How can you obey God?  First, you believe the Lord Jesus Christ died for your sins.  I John 3:23 “And this is His command: to believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ…”  If you have already believed in Jesus Christ, then you discover from God’s Word what God wants you to know.  You learn what pleases God and what does not please Him.  If you listen closely to your Bible lessons, you can learn all the ways to obey and please God.  The Lord Jesus said in John 14:15 “If you love me, you will obey what I command.”
2. Now, think a minute.  Was all of God’s restoration and creation really physical work?  Of course not.  God is all-powerful.  He can do anything with no effort at all.  If God thinks it, so it is.  Then, if God can create the universe, restore light, separate the waters, and cause the plants to grow without so much as lifting a finger, don’t you think He can and will take care of you?  Eph 3:20 “Now to Him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us…”
3. Consider the options.   God didn’t have to create pleasant things.  He could have made bad-smelling flowers and nasty-tasting food.  Instead God made the rose, corn-on-the-cob, and grapes.  God is always thinking of us.  God does what is best for us.  How often do we think of God?  Well, how often do we learn Bible doctrine and use it?  That’s how often we think of God.

Close in prayer: Dear Father, thank you for your beautiful creation.  Please help us to see you in everything you created even in people we know and teach me to be kind and loving toward all of your creation.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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