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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – March 21, 2003

                               Lesson 16– Restoration: Day Four

Parents, before you can begin your study with your child, you must first of all recognize that man has certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts an established rule or standard (in this case here, it is God’s rule and God’s standard…His Word that I am discussing) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study with your child, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ be sure you and your child have named your sins privately to God the Father:


I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)

You and your child will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn the teachings of this lesson from the Word of God. 


John 4:24 “
God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit (the filling of God the Holy Spirit) and in truth (God’s Word)." (NIV)

However, if you or your child has never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.


John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)


Eph 2:8-9

8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith-- and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God…

9 not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)

John 3:16-18


16 “For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.


17 for God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

18 Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

Subject: Restoration of Lights in the Heavens
Promise: Psalms 119:105 “Your Word is a lamp to my feet, and a light to my path.”
Vocabulary: boundaries, eternal, heaven, praise.
Presentation 

Fourth Day of Restoration

Everything God made was perfect and God was pleased.  On the first day, He made light so there would be day and night.  On the second day, He made the sky or atmosphere so we would have air to breathe.  On the third day, God made the waters gather so dry land could come up and plants could grow.  There were three days to go.

On the fourth day, He said in Gen 1:14a “Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from the night…”  God was going to decorate the heavens.  So God put lights in the sky…the big bright light called the sun, and the smaller light called the moon.  God filled the sky with so many brilliant, twinkling stars that no one can count them.  The sun is always out in the daytime; the moon and stars always shine at night, even when clouds hide them.  Gen 1:15-19 “…and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth." And it was so.  (16) God made two great lights…the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars.  (17) God set them in the expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, (18) to govern the day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good.  (19) And there was evening, and there was morning…the fourth day.”  Gen 1:14b “…and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and years…”
The sun is warmer in the summer that in the winter, and the moon appears to change its shape from a big round ball to a little slice of orange.  We count our months by the moon, our years by the sun, and our days by both.  That’s the way God planned it.

Application of Bible Doctrine:
1. God invented time.  God designed every minute to have exactly sixty seconds.  He made each day have exactly twenty-four hours in it, not twelve or thirty-six.  God made every year twelve months long, not five or fifteen.  Because God rules over time, the hours, days, and years will never change.  Long before God gave us life, He decided how long each life would be.  God knew before He created the sun and moon and stars how many years, how many days, how many hours, and how many seconds we would live.  God is in control.  Our life will never be one second shorter or one second longer than He planned.  Psalms 135:6 “The Lord does whatever pleases Him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths.”
2. God thought about you before He made the universe.  God has a special plan for you, just like He has a plan for the sun, the moon, the stars, and everything else He made.  He wants you to know His plan, and then He wants you to obey His plan.

Close in Prayer: Father, thank you for the time you give us on earth to fulfill your plan.  Please help us to stay in your plan and praise you by obeying you.  We pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen
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