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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – January 14, 2005

Lesson 27 – Why Do I Sin? - The Source of Sin

Subject: Why Do I Sin?
Promise: Romans 7:18a “For I know that nothing good lives in me.”(NIV)

Vocabulary: 

Nature – part of your character, the way you behave.
Origin - the beginning of something.
Wrong things – sins, disobedience to God and authority from God.
Doctrinal Concepts:
1. The sin nature.

a) Passed down to us from our fathers at conception. Psalm 51:5 “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”
b) Sin is universal…world wide. Rom 3:23 “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
c) Passed down from our earthly fathers and imputed (planted) in our physical bodies. Rom 5:12-19 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man (Adam), and death (spiritual & physical) through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…(13) for before the law was given, sin was in the world. But sin is not taken into account when there is no law (before God gave Moses the Ten Commandments). (14) Nevertheless, death (spiritual) reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the One (Lord Jesus Christ) to come. (15) But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man (Adam), how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many!  (16) Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the one man's sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation (to all mankind at birth), but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. (17) For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God's abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. (18) Consequently, just as the result of one trespass (Adam’s) was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. (19) For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.”
d) Believer continues to have a sin nature all his earthly life. I John 1:8 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.”
2. Personal sins:

a)  All sin is directed against God. Psalm 51:4 “Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.” Luke 15:18 “I will set out and go back to my father and say to Him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.”
    b)  They are against God’s Law. Psalm 51:1, 3 “Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. (3) For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me.”
 c)  Personal sins are universal also. Rom 3:23 “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”   
 d)  The believer with unconfessed sin cannot please God.  Rom 8:8 “Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.”
 e)  A trespass is sin against a commandment that you know is from God. Eph 2:1 “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.”
    f)  Unbelief is a sin. John 16:9 “…concerning sin, because they do not believe in me…”

Presentation
This lesson is going to be an answer to the question, “Why do I sin?”  Have you ever wondered why you do wrong things like disobeying, telling a lie, taking something that doesn’t belong to you?  Just why is it that you and I sin at all?  Let me explain with an example, okay?  Do you have a dog or cat?  Well, did you have to teach your dog or cat how to bark or meow?  Did you teach your dog to wag his tail or your cat to purr?  Did you teach your dog to growl?  Did you have to teach your dog or cat how to scratch or your cat how to sharpen its claws?  Why not?  It is just their way of doing these things, right?  They do them on their own without having to be taught.  It is their nature to do what they are doing.
Different things have different natures.  What do I mean?  Take the little lamb.  Lambs have a gentle, sweet nature.  They are neat and clean.  But now, let’s look at a pig.  Pigs are not neat and clean as are little lambs.  Pigs like to roll about in mud and eat garbage.  They have different natures from lambs, haven’t they?

Remember the lesson we had a long time ago when we pretended that we found a cute little dirty pig and brought it home?  We gave it a bath and scrubbed it clean.  Next, we dried it and powdered it and splashed sweet smelling perfume on it and I think we even gave it a pretty bow around its neck.  It looked so pretty, remember?  Do you think that by changing the outside of the pig that we can change it’s inside nature?  Let’s see.  We can check it out by letting the pig go back outside.  What do you think will happen?  Do you remember?  Yes, it ran right into the mud puddle and rolled around in the dirt and looked for garbage to eat!  So it is still the same pig with the same nature, isn’t it?
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Some things can be tamed in their natures.  Lions and tigers can be trained to do tricks, like jumping through a hoop and sitting on chairs and showing off in a circus.  However, is what they have been taught to do their own nature?  No, they simply learned to obey their trainers.  But if they are left alone, they will soon go back to doing things their own way…like biting!
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What about you and me?  Did you have to be taught to stamp your foot and pout if you could not have your own way?  Did you have to be taught to quarrel with your brother or sister or disobey your parents, how to lie, steal, cheat, play dirty?  NO!  Instead you had to be taught NOT to do these bad things, but to do right and good.  Why should that be?  Well, I will tell you…we do bad and wrong things because it is our sinful nature.  No matter how hard we try, we will have trouble all of our lives with our sin natures.  The things we should do, we just don’t do, but the things which we should never do, we do so easily.  (Rom 7:15-19)
God tells us in His Bible that inside every one of us is a sin nature.  Sinful ways are not pleasing to God, but they are inside you and inside me too.  Romans 7:18a “For I know that nothing good dwells in me.”(NIV) What is that “nothing good” which lives in us?  Yes, our sinful way, our sin nature.  God wants us to know about our own sinful natures.  Let’s learn those words from the Bible, okay?  “For I know that nothing good lives in me.”  Do your parents want you to be bad and disobey them?  Of course not!  Neither does God want His children to disobey Him.  He wants us to obey Him instead of listening to that sin nature that lives in us.  And being God, He knew all about it and made a way for us to obey Him.  
The Origin of the Sin Nature
Let’s see how our sin nature works by doing something only God can rally do.  Let’s pretend we can see people as God can see them to find out how it works.  When I look at you, I can only see you as you are on the outside.  But when God looks at you, He looks right inside your mind or soul.  1 Sam 16:7b “The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the mind."  What happens on the inside in our souls?  Well, this is where we do all our thinking and planning.  We make all our decision in our souls, the good ones and the bad ones.  It’s really sad, because many times we decide to make bad choices and that’s not good.  It’s just what our sin nature wants us to do.  Now let’s say our memory verse to make sure you know it.  “For I know that nothing good lives in me.”  I wonder why we call it “the sin nature?”  We call it that because it goes all the way back to the days when Adam and Eve lived in the beautiful Garden of Eden.  
Do you remember where Adam and Eve came from?  Were they born as little babies like we were?  No, God created Adam and later on while Adam slept, God made him a wife, Eve.  Adam and Eve were once perfect and good and free from sin, for that was how God had made them.  God had given them free will or volition.  This way they could choose what they wanted to do.  They could love God and obey Him and live happily forever one day at a time.  Now they could also choose to disobey God and have their own way.  God had told the first man and his wife that they must not eat from the tree that grew in the middle of the Garden or else because if they did, terrible things would happen. Gen 2:9 “And the Lord God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground…trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  Gen 2:15-17 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. (16) And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; (17) but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat from it, dying (spiritually) you will surely die (physically)."  Did Adam and Eve decide to go God’s way or to have their own way?
How We Got the Sin Nature
One day, when Eve was by herself in that part of the Garden where the tree grew that God said not to eat from, her pet the serpent tricked her into thinking it would be all right to disobey God.  Her pet serpent probably talked to her all the time.  But inside that shiny serpent was the old devil himself.  He made it sound like it would be great to know bad things as well as good because then Adam and Eve would be as smart as God!  He lied didn’t he? Gen 3:4-5 “’You won’t die for sure,’ the serpent said to the woman. (5) ‘For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’"   1 Tim 2:14 “And Adam was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner.”  Eve listened to the serpent her pet, and for awhile she thought about what God had said.  Gen 3:2-3 “The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, (3) but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'"  She sure did get what God said wrong, didn’t she?  And she wanted a taste of it so badly because God said not to and she wondered about that fruit and how good it would taste.  She probably reached out to touch it.  Watch out, Eve, the devil wants to trick you! Oh but it’s too late, she took a bite out of the juicy fruit!  Do you know what happened next?  Her human spirit died right that instant…yes, the part of her that was able to understand God and what he was teaching her.  Her perfect goodness was all gone! And a sinful nature had taken the place of her good human spirit.  Now she knew all about good and evil!
What do you think Eve will do when Adam comes around and finds out that she disobeyed God?  Yes, sad to say, Adam went right along with her and ate some of the fruit she handed him!  He chose Eve and wanted her and her sinful ways more than he wanted to obey God! They both had used their volition to do wrong and disobey God and His Word and they became sinners!  Gen 3:6 “When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it.”
Up until this time, Adam and Eve had only known how to do good and right things but now their ways, their natures changed.  Sin came to live inside them all the days of their lives.  They could no longer enjoy God’s happy ways in the Garden.

The Results of the Sin Nature
The bad things which God had warned Adam and Eve about really happened. Adam and Eve died, first in their human spirits and later in their bodies.  Adam trusted that God would save him from his sins.  So did Eve.  God took away the punishment for their sins, but it was too late to take away Adam’s sinful way.  His sin nature had come to stay with him for as long as he lived.  Not only that, when Adam and Eve had children, they were born with Adam’s sinful nature inside them.
Adam gave all of us a terrible gift, a gift that no one wants, but that all of us get…a sin nature.  Rom 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…”  Adam’s children had that sin nature when they were born and so do we.  Gen 5:3 “When Adam had lived 130 years, he had a son in his own likeness, in his own image; and he named him Seth.”  They could not help it, nor can we.  You see, we are not sinners because we sin.  No, we are sinners because of the sin natures inside us.  We cannot do anything about our sinful natures or our sins, but God can.  And He did!

What God Did about Our Sin Nature

What did God do to help us?  He sent His Son, the Lord Jesus, to take away our sins, to be punished in our place.  Did the Lord Jesus have a sin nature when He came into the world?  No, He did not.  Jesus did not have a man for a father.  He had God and that’s why He didn’t have the sin nature inside of Him.  Jesus never, ever did anything wrong.  1 Pet 2:22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in His mouth."  He was good and perfect just as Adam was before Adam disobeyed God.  Jesus always obeyed.  He always used His volition to obey God the Father.  John 8:29 “The one who sent me is with me; He has not left me alone, for I always do what pleases Him."
Jesus obeyed God when He went to die on the cross for my sin and for your sin.  Now God wants to give us a wonderful gift, not an awful gift like sin and death that Adam gave us, but life forever in heaven after we die and a way to keep from sinning. Rom 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Will you let Him?  Then listen carefully!

What God Wants Me to Know

Maybe if Adam and Eve had listened better to God’s Word, they would not have listened to the devil and obeyed God when He gave them their test.  Your test is different.  God says that the Lord Jesus has taken away your sins.  Will you believe that?  Acts 16:31 “Believe on the Lord Jesus and you will be saved.”  Saved from what?  From the punishment of sin and the power of sin.  Inside you lives that no good thing, that sin nature.  Like a dirty little pig, it wants to do wrong and roll about in the mud of sin.  Sometimes it even wants to put on a big bow and pretend to be good, which it is not!  Your sin nature can fool you; it can even fool others; but it can never fool God.  It is just “nothing good” at all.

When the Lord Jesus comes into your life at the moment you believe in Him, He brings with Him both His own sweet nature, which is like the lamb’s nature, and the Holy Spirit.  He and God the Holy Spirit will then help you keep that dirty pig nature in its corner, where it belongs, and help you obey God’s voice.  Would you like that?  Just tell God the Father that you will use your volition to believe on the Lord Jesus right now.

Once you belong to the Lord Jesus, you should use your volition to obey God.  Your sin nature will try to get you to disobey your parents and teachers.  This is called temptation.  Are you going to listen to your sin nature or to God’s Word?  Eph 6:1 “Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.”  Your sin nature will tempt you to quarrel with your brothers and sisters and friends.  But God’s Word tells you to be kind to each other.  Eph 4:32 “
Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”  Who are you going to listen to?
Remember, you cannot do it alone.  You must ask God’s help.  Your sin nature is stronger than you, but God is stronger than all.  Let’s pray that God our heavenly Father will make us want His ways for our lives, not our own sinful ways.  Then we can be sure that the pig nature will begin to make way for the lamb nature, and God will be pleased with us.  Which one of these do you want to be every minute of everyday?
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Lesson Review

Have you ever seen a playful kitten, or a dirty pig, or a puppy dog with his tail wagging ever so happily?  Why do they do the things they do?  Did anyone have to teach the kitten to chase after a ball of yarn or after a mouse or bird?  Did anyone have to teach the dog how to wag his tail and bark?  No!  Why do they do these things all by themselves?  Because it is their nature, their own way of acting.  Their natures inside them make them do the things they do all by themselves.

What did we call the thing inside of us that makes us want to do bad and wrong things without having to be taught?  Yes, the sin nature.  Did we have to go out and find it somewhere?  Or did we have to go to the store to buy it?  No, we were born with it, weren’t we?  But where did that sin nature come from?  Adam got it when he disobeyed God in the Garden, and through Adam, the sin nature came to all of us.

Do you have a sin nature?  Yes, you do.  Do I?  Yes, and does everyone have it?  Yes, we all have sin natures and only God can do something about our sin.  What did He do?  Yes, He sent the Lord Jesus to take the punishment for our sins and to help us fight against the sin nature when it tempts us to disobey God’s way for our lives.  How long will the sin nature stay inside us?  Until we go to heaven to be with the Lord.  The sin nature can get us to roll around in the mud puddles of sin if we say “yes” to it, but when we believe in the Lord Jesus and He comes into our lives, He gives us the power to say “no” to sin and “yes” to God’s Word.

Close in Prayer:  Father, thank you for taking care of the sin nature problem we have and for sending our Lord Jesus to save us from it.  Thank you for the Holy Spirit who helps us to obey you.  Please guide us always to obey and learn your Word so we can honor you with our lives in Christ.  Amen.
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