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YOUTH BIBLE CLASS – April 16, 2005

Lesson 28 – What If I Sin? - The Prodigal Son

Subject: What If I Sin?

Scripture: Luke 15:11-32
Vocabulary: 

Christian Service – work we do for God in the filling of the Spirit and in God’s plan.  Our Spiritual Gifts.
Confession – naming our sins to God every time we sin.
Fellowship – friendship with God while we are filled with the Spirit and in His plan.

Restoration – confessing our sins to get back into fellowship with God by getting back into His plan.
Doctrinal Concepts:
1. Eternal security
a) Rom 8:1 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.

b) Psalm 37:24 “…though he stumble, he will not fall, for the Lord upholds him with His hand.”  John 10:28 “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.”
c) 2 Tim 2:12-13 “…if we endure, we will also reign with Him. If we disown Him, He will also disown us (rewards and blessings); (13) if we are faithless, He will remain faithful, for He cannot disown Himself.”

d) Gal 3:26 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus…”
e) Jude 1:24-25 “To Him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before His glorious presence without fault and with great joy (25) to the only wise God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.”)

2. The result of sin in the believer’s life:
a)  Discipline, suffering, believer miserable: Psalm 38:1-22 “O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your wrath. (2) For your arrows have pierced me, and your hand has come down upon me. (3) Because of your wrath there is no health in my body; my bones have no soundness because of my sin. (4) My guilt has overwhelmed me like a burden too heavy to bear. (5) My wounds fester and are loathsome because of my sinful folly. (6) I am bowed down and brought very low; all day long I go about mourning. (7) My back is filled with searing pain; there is no health in my body. (8) I am feeble and utterly crushed; I groan in anguish of heart. (9) All my longings lie open before you, O Lord; my sighing is not hidden from you. (10) My heart pounds, my strength fails me; even the light has gone from my eyes. (11) My friends and companions avoid me because of my wounds; my neighbors stay far away. (12) Those who seek my life set their traps, those who would harm me talk of my ruin; all day long they plot deception. (13) I am like a deaf man, who cannot hear, like a mute, who cannot open his mouth; (14) I have become like a man who does not hear, whose mouth can offer no reply. (15) Wait for you, O Lord; you will answer, O Lord my God. (16) I said, "Do not let them gloat or exalt themselves over me when my foot slips." (17) I am about to fall, and my pain is ever with me. (18) Confess my iniquity; I am troubled by my sin. (19) Many are those who are my vigorous enemies; those who hate me without reason are numerous. (20) Those who repay my good with evil slander me when I pursue what is good. (21) Lord, do not forsake me; be not far from me, O my God. (22) Come quickly to help me, O Lord my Savior.”   Heb 12:6-11 “…because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son." (7) Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? (8) If you are not disciplined (and everyone undergoes discipline), then you are illegitimate children and not true sons. (9) Moreover, we have all had human fathers who disciplined us and we respected them for it. How much more should we submit to the Father of our spirits and live! (10) Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in His holiness. (11) No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.”
 b) Loss of fellowship: Isa 59:2 “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He will not hear.”
 c)  God won’t give you good things. Jer 5:25 “Your wrongdoings have kept these away; your sins have deprived you of good.”
 d)  You will not grow spiritually.  1 Cor 3:1-3 “Brothers, I could not address you as spiritual but as worldly…mere infants in Christ. (2) I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not yet ready for it. Indeed, you are still not ready. (3) You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly?” 

 e)  Extreme discipline and the sin unto death: I John 5:16b “There is a sin that leads to death.”

3. Command to confess your sins. 
a) Confess. Lev 5:5 “When anyone is guilty in any of these ways, he must confess in what way he has sinned.”
b) Examine yourself.  1 Cor 11:28 “A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.”
c) Confession turns away God’s judgment. 1 Cor 11:31 “But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment.”

d) Walk on God’s narrow path.  Heb 12:13-14 “Make straight paths for your feet," so that the lame may not be disabled, but rather healed. (14) Make every effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.”
e) Forgiveness at confession. I John 1:7 “But if we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, His Son, purifies us from all sin.”

f) God’s part and the believer’s part in confession.  I John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

g) Grace attitude.  Matt 18:27 “The servant's master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go.”  2 Cor 2:5-11 “If anyone has caused grief, he has not so much grieved me as he has grieved all of you, to some extent…not to put it too severely. (6) The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient for him. (7) Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. (8) I urge you, therefore, to reaffirm your love for him. (9) The reason I wrote you was to see if you would stand the test and be obedient in everything. (10) If you forgive anyone, I also forgive him. And what I have forgiven…if there was anything to forgive…I have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your sake, (11) in order that Satan might not outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schemes.”  Col 3:13 “Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”
h) Psalm 32:5 “Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the Lord"…and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah”
Lesson: the Prodigal Son
What happens when we sin?  We all sin many times, don’t we?  Every time we sin it is against God!  Every sin we commit went through Jesus’ body when He hung on the cross dying spiritually for us and forgiving us. So when we sin against the Lord, it’s just like going away from Him.  God doesn’t want us to sin because sin breaks our friendship with God so we can’t talk to Him and He can’t talk to us.  He wants us to come back quickly when we sin and He will do almost anything to get us to come back to Him.

Did you ever want to run away from home because you could not have your way or because you think it’s a lost cause with your parents because you’re always getting into trouble and you think your parents are making to many rules for you to keep?  Sometimes boys and girls think they know more of what is better for them than their mothers and fathers.  Sometimes if they can’t have their way, they run away, but always, they will come home crying and wishing they had never done it.  Their parents will be sad to know their children have been bad, but they still love them and will always forgive them, just like the father and his son in the story I am about to tell you.
Younger Brother Leaves Homes
Once there was a father who had two sons.  What a nice family they were!  For a while they lived happily together, but one day something went wrong with the younger brother.  He began to pout.  He was thinking to himself, “I wish I did not have to obey Dad all the time.  Why can’t I do what I want?  I want to have fun.  I want my own way.”  So he asked his dad for some money because he wanted to leave home and be on his own.  
How sad his father was to think that his boy was no longer happy and content to be at home.  But he went and counted out two bags full of money.  He gave one to Big Brother and one to his Young son.  What do you think the two boys will do with all that money?  Well, Young Brother waited for a few days, then packed his things, took his money, and said good-bye to his father.  Away he went to a faraway country.  This made his father very sad because he was a young teen.
Is Young Brother still his father’s son?  Of course he is.  He is not home right now, but he is still in the family. When you have been bad, does Mom or Dad say to you, “You are no longer my child?”  No, for you will always be their child no matter how bad you have been.

Younger Brother Becomes Miserable
For a little while, Young Brother was having a good time.  He had lots of money, lots of new friends, and lots of fun.  But before he knew it, all the money was gone!  Would his new friends help him now that all his money was gone?  Where were his friends?  All had left him.  They had not been true friends at all; they had liked him only for his money and wanted to help him spend it in a hurry and when it was gone so were they!
Young Brother’s nice clothes soon began to wear out and become ragged.  He was getting hungry, but had no money left for food.  He must look for work, but work and food were hard to find in that far country, for there was a great famine in the land.  What should he do?  At last a man let him feed his pigs.  Young Brother watched the pigs slurp down their food and he was so very hungry that he wished he could have some of it for himself.  Do you know what pigs eat?  Garbage!  You have to be awfully hungry before you would want to eat garbage, wouldn’t you?  But no one gave him even that.  Poor, foolish fellow!  What a sight he was now…hungry, dirty, ragged, and miserable inside!  Was this the fun he had set out to have?

Younger Brother’s Decision
When we have done wrong, we can feel sick and awful inside.  Then we wish we had not done it.  That’s how Young Brother felt.  He thought about his beautiful home and how kind his father had always been and how much he cared.  He thought about all the good food they ate at home.  Why, even the servants had more than enough to eat.  Now he knew what he should do.  Can you guess?  Yes, he would go back home.

But maybe, just maybe, his father would not take him back!  Listen to what Young Brother said to himself: “I will get up and go to my father and say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me one of your hired men.”  It was true that Young Brother had been bad.  He did not deserve kindness from his father, but once a son, always a son.  He could not be his father’s servant.  Leaving home did not make him a servant, just as living with the pigs did not make him a pig, did it?  So home he went.  

Every single day the father kept looking down the long road to see if his son would come back home.  Then one day he saw a dirty ragged fellow walking up the path to the house.  Could this be his boy?  Yes, it was!  But how different he looked, how sad and thin!  Quickly the father ran to meet his son.  He hugged and kissed him, so happy was he to have his son back.  Now there was something the son must say to the father, and he did.  He told his father that what he had done was sinful and wrong.  Right away his father forgave him.  His father pulled him into the house.

He called to his servants, “quickly, bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and be merry; for this son of mine was dead, and has come to life again; he was lost, and had been found.”  So Young Brother was made clean.  Then what a great time they had together!  Did Young Brother deserve his father’s kindness?   No, he did not, but his father loved him.  That’s why he was ready to take his runaway son back again.
Big Brother Gets Out of Fellowship
Now Big Brother came in from the field where he had been working hard all day.  He asked his father, “What was all the music and singing and laughing?  Was someone having a party?”  “Your brother has come home and your father has killed the fattened calf to celebrate his return home.”  Big Brother became so angry that he would not go into the house.  Do you know why he was angry?  He was jealous.  Jealousy and anger are sins.  Now Big Brother was out of fellowship, just the same as Young Brother a while ago.

The kind father went to look for him, too, but Big Brother pouted.  “How come you have done so much for him, but not for me?”  This made his father very sad and he shook his head and said. “Son, there is enough for all of you.  You know that all I have is yours.  I love you just as much as I love Young Brother.  Won’t you come back inside?”  I do hope that Big Brother stops being jealous and out of fellowship, don’t you?

What God Wants You to Know
Are you ever jealous of your brother or sister or anyone in your home?  Do you ever say, “How come he or she always gets the biggest piece of cake?” Or, “You don’t love me as much as you love Sister or Brother.” Or “That isn’t fair; you let him get away with everything!” Oh, yes, we all do it, and it’s very, very wrong.  We should love each other and be kind and forgiving to each other because God is kind and forgiving to us.  Eph 4:32 “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”    Col 3:13 “…bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you.”
God wants you to know that He loves with the same love everyone who has believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as their Savior.  God promises us that once we are in His family, we can never get out of it.  We are safe forever in God’s family.  The door to God’s family never opens outward.  Just like you can never be unborn from your family here on earth (you can’t go back into your mother’s body and be unborn), you can never be taken out of the family of God.  You are His children forever and ever!

In God’s friendship of fellowship, however, the door swings both ways…in and out.  God wants us to come and stay to enjoy His friendship and care.  But all too often we are like Young Brother…we want our way, not God’s way!  We know God’s Word, but we don’t want to obey it.  That is sin, isn’t it?  Every time we sin, we walk right out of our friendship with God and we lose our fellowship with Him.
Was Young Brother happy outside the fellowship of God?  No!  Nor will we be, but the LJC says we may come back in if we will just confess our sins.  What does it mean to confess our sins?  We must tell God what it was we did that was wrong and we must do it right away so the door will swing wide open and God will forgive our sins.  Can you say I John 1:9 with me? “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.” Yes, if we name our sins, God will forgive them and make us clean inside.
Let’s pretend a young person (like the Young Brother of our story) did something wrong…sinned.  Let’s say this person told a lie.  Will he lose his salvation when he commits the sin of lying? Absolutely not!  Will he lose his fellowship or friendship with God when he commits the sin of lying?  Yes, he will!  Big difference isn’t it?  Let’s use a picture illustration to help you understand: the Blue Circle is your salvation in Christ and the White Circle is your fellowship with God.  You can go in and out of the White Circle but never out of the Blue Circle!  When you sin you go out of the White Circle but stay in the Blue Circle always.  As soon as you confess your sin you are right back in the White Circle never having stepped out of the blue circle.  You see the Blue Circle is your life forever and ever.  We can’t see these circles but God can!


God’s Word says that God’s love and care are all around us (Psalm 139).   It’s foolish to let sin stay between God and us when we can so easily come back to God, isn’t it?  Will you be sure to tell God as soon as you know you have done something wrong?

Did you know that not all people belong to God’s family?  Some people do not want the Lord Jesus to be their Savior and Friend.  They don’t want to go to heaven God’s way; they want to make it to heaven by their own way.  But we are not good enough to become God’s children by our own way, even if we try really hard because we sin.  God can have nothing to do with sin as we just learned.  We lose fellowship and friendship with Him when we sin.  But there is only one way to have all our sins forgiven and washed away forever.
There is only one door to heaven, His way.  What is that door?  It is the cross where Jesus died for your sins and mine.  You may go through that door by telling God the Father that you believe that Jesus died to save you…just say it: “Father, I believe Jesus died to save me and I want to belong to Him.  Thank you for taking me into your family forever and Father, help me please to not sin and wander away from you.”

Lesson Review
Let’s say 1 John 1:9 together.  “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to purify us from all unrighteousness.”  Did you know that there are two parts to that Bible verse?  There is one part that we must do and one part that God will do.  God tells us that if we will do our part, then He will do His part.  What must we do?  Confess our sins to God.  What will He do then?  Forgive us and make us clean inside; God forgives the sins we have told Him about and washes away those we have done that we didn’t realize where sins!  
What did we call the Blue Circle?  We called it the Salvation Circle or God’s Family Circle.  The White Circle is the Fellowship or Friendship with God Circle.  How did we get into the Salvation Circle of Family of God Circle?  You got in by believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Gal 3:26 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus…”  How do you get out of the Fellowship/Friendship Circle?  We get out of it by sinning.  How do we get back into the Fellowship with God circle?  By confessing our sins.  In our lesson, we learned about a runaway son who left his father’s house, but could never leave his father’s family. He was always his father’s son, no matter how bad he had been or behaved.

Now tell me, did Young Brother have to leave home?  No, he left home because he wanted to have his own way.  He no longer wanted to do what his father told him.  He certainly did not need to leave.  What about Big Brother, did he have to get angry when Young Brother returned and got all the attention for coming home?  No!  He could have stayed and enjoyed the party.  Do you and I have to do wrong and sin?  Of course we don’t.  We do sin, but we should do what God wants us to do and learn what God wants us to know.  We must learn about it in the Bible.
When the Young Brother returned home it was just like when we confess our sins to God our Father.  We are forgiven every time!
Close in Prayer:  Father, thank you for your Son, Jesus and that He saved us.  Thank you that we are in your family forever because of Him and thank you for forgiving us for the sins we commit against you.  Thank you for your plan for our lives.  Please help us to obey your Word and learn it everyday. Amen.
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