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	The Jr. Tree of Life
Lesson 29 LCYM
The Secret of the Mystery
Part 1
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	Philippians 4:12
John 13:1


July 29, 2005
	URGENT 
INFORMATION...
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18).
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36)
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	We have been learning about the RESULT of living the Spiritual Life.  We have been learning about being filled with true inner happiness and contentment.  The Apostle Paul taught us all about this in the book of Philippians 4:11-12.  Let’s get out our Bibles and read these verses?   I believe we DUSTED off our Bibles 2 weeks ago, so they should be pretty clean! LOL         

	     “Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am.  In fact I have come to know how to be humbled, and also I have come to know how to live in prosperity.”  

	     
I HAVE LEARNED THE SECRET. This is the phrase that we will zoom in on today.  It is the Greek verb MUEO.  It means to be initiated or to learn a secret, and in our Bible class it means the secret to life.  I know you kids are probably too young to be familiar with the word “initiated” but I will give you an example. In Colleges there are secret special groups called “Fraternities” for boys and “Sororities” for girls.  In order to get into one of these groups in college and live in their special houses, you need to be “INITIATED” into the group.  This means performing certain things for the boys and girls already in the group.  These things are silly and funny and sometimes embarrassing…like being left on a street corner in your underwear!!!!!!  This process is NOT always fun.  They make you do some things that are scary and sometimes very embarrassing. If you do them as you are told you get to live in their awesome houses, instead of tiny little dorm room.  You also get to learn secrets about their group that sometimes go back over 100 years. You learn passwords and hidden secrets. You get special privileges. As you can see, in the world, this is a very exciting thing to have done.
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	Now, back to what’s really important!  The verb that Paul chooses to use here is the verb for being INITIATED. Now, I am not saying that you will have to run through a cafeteria in your underwear, but I am saying that there is a price to pay to learn these hidden secrets of God’s plan.  There are times of great humility and there are also great moments of prosperity.             
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	     In order to be a part of this great INITIATION, we are told by Paul that he LEARNED the secret.  As you can see, the key to all of this is learning!  Learning what?  Well, in the spiritual life, the inner secrets are learned from Bible doctrine.  Those college groups are a very big deal in this WORLD.  But, then again, this is SATAN’S world, so the things they do to initiate you into those groups are sometimes EVIL!       

	What we learn from this example of college secrets is that there are great Spiritual rewards from learning Church Age secrets.  There is also great joy from going through the initiation or learning process in God’s Spiritual plan. When it’s God’s Secret Group, it’s worth while to go through anything to learn His hidden truths.  You can’t just READ the Bible, you have to LEARN it by His rules.  That takes humility (that means you can be taught or you are teachable) and consistent good habits of daily digging deep into God’s Word…obeying!


	Here’s the corrected translation that our Pastor Bob got from digging into the original languages for his congregation.  “In fact, I have come to know and come to experience how to be degraded (made fun of) (shamed) in reversionism (living outside God’s plan), also I have come to know or experience what it is to live in the prosperity (living in God’s plan and having spiritual and material things…being rich) of spiritual maturity.  In any place and in all circumstances I have been initiated into the mystery.”
The doctrines that contain the Mystery are ONLY for the Church Age believers…that’s us!  Do you remember what the Church Age is?  It is from the time when Christ died on the cross, was resurrected, ascended into heaven, and was seated at the right hand of God the Father until the future time of the Rapture of the church. We all live in this time…right now…and you are part of the Church Age. You see the Rapture hasn’t happened yet. That is the time when all Church Age believers will be called up to meet Christ in the clouds and then we shall all be with Him forever.
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	There are special privileges for us in the Church Age. It is the mystery Age and there is special mystery doctrine to learn and there are tough battles to be won.  That is why we have to be INITIATED (learn) into these truths.  These very truths are going to give us the power we need to fight the INVISIBLE battles that only happen during the Church Age.  In the Old Testament, they didn’t have these mystery doctrines.  They COULDN’T even learn about them.  Don’t you feel special?      


	      I know that I thank God every day for putting me in this period of time called the Church Age.  You could have been born in Abraham’s time and had only a donkey to ride, live in a tent and no BATHROOMS inside the houses (that one would kill me!).         
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	God knew what souls to put in each period of time which we call “dispensations”.  (Big People Word Alert)  A dispensation is a word that describes how God acts towards His people during certain periods of time throughout History.  There’s the period of time before Christ was born, the dispensation when Christ was alive and walked the earth, the dispensation after Christ died and was resurrected until the Rapture (that’s the Church Age) and the period of time after the rapture called the Tribulation period.  Dispensation is just a technical word that might be good for you to learn.    


	     Throughout all of God’s dispensations, HUMANS tried to create ways to be spiritual, apart from God’s ways.  They have always TRIED to add human actions to be Spiritual.  It is no different today.  They try to ADD human works without using God’s power.  In other words, you can do a good work without confessing and being filled with the Holy Spirit and it will not cause you to be Spiritual, but those people looking at you will say, “OH, He’s soooo spiritual.”  
	[image: image10.png]B

‘V





	The difference is WHAT POWER are you living in as you live your life!  That is what determines whether your thoughts and actions are “spiritual” or “worldly,” which is also called “human good”.  The Secret of the Mystery teaches us that God’s power is available to us and that God the Father, God the Son, AND God the Holy Spirit live inside of us and want to give us everything we need to be heroes in the Church Age.
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