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	The Jr. Tree of Life
Lesson 30 LCYM
The Secret of the Mystery
Part 2
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	Philippians 4:12
John 13:1


July 31, 2005
	URGENT 
INFORMATION...
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18).
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36)
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	    Let’s open our Bibles to the Book of John and turn to chapter 13:1-4. “Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He should depart out of this world face to face with the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. (2) And during supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him, (3) Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God and was going back to God, (4) rose from supper, and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself about.” (corrected translation)

	The first three verses in this chapter are simply the background for the prophesy concerning the Church Age.  Remember what the Church Age is?  It’s the period of time beginning immediately AFTER Jesus Christ died on the cross, rose from the dead, ascended into heaven and was seated at the right hand of God the Father and ending at the Rapture of the Church. These verses in John describe Jesus’ Death, Resurrection and Ascension. 
You find yourself, RIGHT NOW, living in the Church Age, the most exciting time in all human history.
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	In Verse 4, the disciples come into this room with dirty feet so we see that, “the Lord rose from the supper table, and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He wrapped it around Himself.”  He was getting ready to wash some dirty feet, which was a custom in those days. However, it was usually done by the servant of the house. The word for “AROSE” in the original language is “EGEIRO”.  It means to be desire to rise up, to STAND UP FOR WHAT IS TRUE.  Our Lord wanted to do this and in doing it was giving us a very clear picture by this one simple act. Remember, this is the night before our Lord’s death! 

	When someone is ready to die, usually their last words are of great importance.  They know they don’t have much time left, and they want to make sure that they leave their loved ones the knowledge of the things they hold most dear minds and souls.  So when we are told in the Bible that Jesus Christ had “laid aside His garments,” this was because in the custom of that day, the servant of the home would take off his or her regular clothing and cover themselves with an old washing garment so they wouldn’t dirty themselves.   
So let’s go back in the time of Christ and see why they had to do this: 

	In those days, there were no “bathrooms” in the homes as we have them today…so not flushing down the sewer.  So in order to get rid of what was in the potty bowls they had in their private bedrooms, they dumped the bowls out the windows onto the streets below!  Secondly, in those days, their means of transportation was NOT by automobile.  They used animals and animals have to go to the bathroom, too, right? Okay, get the picture of what is all over the dirt roads…not just dirt, right?  That’s right…you guessed it!  The roads were full of unpleasant smelling droppings of all kinds.  Alright, now that I have totally grossed you out, let’s continue.
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	The Lord Jesus Christ voluntarily took became the servant who washed the feet of His guests that day.  This is a picture of Jesus Christ putting aside His deity (being God) and coming to earth as a humble SERVANT.  Yes, being a human is compared to toilet stuff left on the road because, compared to God’s perfection and holiness, even our best is very dirty…garbage in fact. 
     So, The Lord Jesus Christ put aside His wonderful position in Heaven temporarily to become a human servant to sinful mankind and to suffer the punishment for sin for us as our Savior.  He also is showing us that it is better to be a SERVANT in the eyes of God than to be a big shot in the world.  The greatest Servant is our Lord and He is now seated in the highest position of all; at the right hand of God the Father. Colossians 3:1 “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God.”   Here we have God almighty washing the dirty feet of these men. WOW!  That’s an incredible visual aid to remember.  And, remember, Jesus is doing this during His last hours on earth.  So don’t you think that this is something He thought was very important for us to learn? 


	
	Let’s now look at John 13:6-10 “And so He came to Simon Peter who said to Him, ‘Lord, do You wash my feet?’ (7) Jesus answered and said to him, ‘What I do you do not understand now, but you shall understand later.’ (8) Peter said to Him, ‘Never shall You wash my feet!’ Jesus answered him, ‘If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me.’ (9) Simon Peter said to Him, ‘Lord, then not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.’ (10) Jesus answered, ‘A person who has had a bath (salvation) needs only to wash his feet (confession); his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you (Judas Iscariot).’ ”
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	Peter, not knowing that Jesus was teaching about “confession” and cleansing from sin, said to Jesus, “Never shall you wash my feet!”  But Jesus told Him, “If I don’t wash your feet, you have no part with Me.”  It was good that Peter learned about confession or “rebound” as we sometimes call it because as we know, he denies the Lord 3 times and he will need to know the comfort of having friendship again with the Lord through confession and to keep going forward after failing the Lord!  When Peter finally understands what the Lord is saying, he goes to the other extreme and says “Lord, wash my whole body!” 

	He was a very excitable type of guy!  But the Lord patiently teaches him that the whole body doesn’t need washing again (salvation) it only needs a good foot washing (confession or rebound).
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	John 13:10 says, “Jesus said to him, ‘he who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean.”  Right here, the Lord tells us that once we are SAVED, we can never do anything to lose it!  If you decided to run away and never come home again, you would never lose your mom and dad. Your parents are your parents forever and nothing can change that. You would lose “fellowship” with them but you will always be their CHILD!  How much more will the work of our Lord COMPLETELY fulfill what we need to be God’s CHILD FOREVER?  Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved! (Acts 16:31).


Close in prayer  
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