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	The Jr. Tree of Life
Lesson 31 LCYM
The Secret of the Mystery
Part 3
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	What Is A Traitor?
John 13


August 5, 2005
	URGENT INFORMATION...
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18).
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36)
Let’s continue where we left off last time.  Remember the Lord was talking to the apostles in the upper room and these were His last words to them…remember very important last words.  Now He is telling them about Judas Iscariot and his betrayal of the Lord.
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In John 13:18 we read “I do not speak concerning all of you.  I know the ones that I have chosen or elected; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, He who eats (with disrespect) my bread has lifted up his heel against me.”  The Greek verb for EAT is “TROGON”. Trogon means to “crunch” food in a disrespectful way rather than eating normally. We have been studying how Jesus Christ became a “Servant” and washed the dirty feet of His disciples. (That was last week’s Jr. Tree)  Now we see that one of these disciples is going to crunch His food and “raise their heel” up against Jesus Christ. Wait a minute here, didn’t Jesus PICK all of His disciples?  Didn’t Jesus Christ ask all of His disciples to “Follow Him”?  Yes, He did.  If you read verse 18 again, there’s a little phrase right in the middle…“That the Scriptures may be fulfilled.”
     Let’s learn what this means.  Jesus Christ went into the temple everyday to read the Old Testament books.  He read the Scripture books of Isaiah, Jeremiah and Zechariah.  These books were written a long time before Jesus was even born, but they told the detailed story about Jesus coming into the world.  These books prophesied about Jesus…that is these books TAUGHT the details of where and how He would be born, and about His life, even the specific details about His death.  How weird must that have been for Him, right? Knowing that He was the ONE that all of these prophesies were written about.  The other thing that is amazing is that He had to LIVE OUT these predictions in HIS LIFE!  Then, He had to OBEY the leading of the Holy Spirit and FULFILL all the things that were written about Him no matter how AWFUL they were. He knew all about it in eternity past because He is GOD, too! [image: image5.png]



One of those prophesies included Jesus Christ being betrayed by one of His own disciples.  Now, just because someone learns about God in church doesn’t mean that they are a BELIEVER in Jesus Christ.  We will see later, that Judas chose to follow Jesus, but He never chose to BELIEVE in Him as His Lord and Savior!  
Imagine that!  Jesus Christ knew the whole time that Judas didn’t believe in Him as his Savior!  He knew that he was an unbeliever and are you ready for this one? He made him handle all of the money as they traveled around for 3 years!  I don’t think Jesus was afraid that Judas might “steal” something, do you?  
     Okay, back to the upper room when Jesus announces that one of the disciples was going to betray Him.  Do you know what a traitor is?  A traitor is someone who gives the impression that they are your friend, just so that they can get close enough to you to attack you!  It may be a verbal attack, a financial attack, [image: image6.png]


or even an attack to take your place if you have a position they want!  This can happen in school.  You become friends with someone, they get close to you then they spread a rumor about you so that they will get YOUR friends to like them and NOT you!  
In John 13:19 Jesus said, “I am telling you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe that I am He (the promised Messiah).” Jesus tells His disciples that the reason He is teaching them about this before it happens is so that they will believe that He is God! In John 13:21-30 “After he had said this, Jesus was troubled in spirit and testified, ‘I tell you the truth, one of you is going to betray me.’ (22) His disciples stared at one another, at a loss to know which of them he meant. (23) One of them, the disciple whom Jesus loved (John), was reclining next to him. (24) Simon Peter motioned to this disciple and said, ‘Ask him which one he means.’ (25) Leaning back against Jesus, he asked him, ‘Lord, who is it?’ (26) Jesus answered, ‘It is the one to whom I will give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.’ Then, dipping the piece of bread, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of Simon. (27) As soon as Judas took the bread, Satan entered into him. ‘What you are about to do, do quickly,’ Jesus told him, (28) but no one at the meal understood why Jesus said this to him. (29) Since Judas had charge of the money, some thought Jesus was telling him to buy what was needed for the Feast, or to give something to the poor. (30) As soon as Judas had taken the bread, he went out. And it was night.”
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We see in these verses that as Jesus said that someone would betray Him, the disciples started looking around the room to try and figure out who He was talking about.  So Jesus told only John that the one that takes the morsel of food from Him after He dips it is the one who will betray Him.  He then went ahead and dipped the morsel of food into the dish and gave it to Judas. Judas had ONE last chance to NOT go through with the betrayal.  Judas could have said NO to RECEIVING the morsel.  Jesus was actually giving Judas ONE MORE MOMENT OF GRACE!  This was the final invitation for Judas to believe in Jesus, but he refused!  Jesus could have said out loud for all of them to hear that it was Judas and then tell him to ‘go and do what you are going to do.’  But, wonderful Jesus gave ONE more chance to Judas.  But, as we know, Judas chose to continue with His betrayal and get his money.  You see Judas only ate the bread which meant he believed Jesus was a man only.  But he did not stick around to drink the cup which would have meant he believed Jesus was God, the Messiah, and the Savior!   
At one moment in time Judas chose to FOLLOW Jesus!  Judas saw miracles and was “impressed” with Jesus but he never BELIEVED in HE was God and the promised Messiah/Savior. Instead of simply leaving the ministry of Jesus Christ, he now chose to have a NEW mission.  He chose to ATTACK the very one he decided to follow just three years ago.  Judas saw an opportunity to look GOOD to the local Pharisees and “RELIGIOUS” people.  He had the opportunity to put JESUS down so he would look good! Just like those kids at school!  
That, kids, is a traitor!  Jesus Christ fed this man, cared for this man, provided for this man for 3 years.  But, remember, you can’t be “betrayed” by a stranger.  In order to betray someone, you have to get CLOSE to them FIRST.  So, you can only experience being betrayed by someone close to you.  This is one of the toughest things that a human can experience.  REJECTION from someone you like or love is one of the toughest experiences in life!  Our Lord Jesus Christ experienced the MOST rejection than ANY human being has or ever will experience!  He so loved the WORLD, He chose to come and DIE and be rejected by all. He was humiliated and yet most people still do not receive His free gift of salvation and eternal life! [image: image7.png]


 John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  Acts 16:31 “They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household."  
     There are a few ways to know if there’s a traitor in your life.  They’re usually someone close to you and they believe they are more qualified than you to do what you are doing Psalm 41:9 “Even my close friend, whom I trusted, he who shared my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.”  Ps 55:12-14 “If an enemy were insulting me, I could endure it; if a foe were raising himself against me, I could hide from him. (13) But it is you, a man like myself, my companion, my close friend, (14) with whom I once enjoyed sweet fellowship as we walked with the throng at the house of God.” 
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Psalm 55:20-21 “My companion attacks his friends; he violates his covenant. (21) His speech is smooth as butter, yet war is in his heart; his words are more soothing than oil, yet they are drawn swords.”  
Traitors are usually bitter about their own failures.  They are usually looking for excuses as to WHY they have failed in life.  They don’t take responsibility for their own decisions.  Many times the traitor can have a good personality and even appear that they are great leaders but they are not. They make you feel really good by bringing you onto their team, like it’s a big privilege or something important then they stab you in the back. Jude 1:16 “These are grumblers, finding fault, following after their (own) lusts; they speak arrogantly, flattering people for the sake of (gaining an) advantage.”  The traitor can also be very sincere!  They look for other people that have the same complaints that they do against the person they are going to betray.  They are usually jealous of the one they are betraying.  They usually want what THEY have!  While they get others to work along with them, they will eventually turn on THOSE people, too, just like Satan!   
     Be aware of the traitors in your life.  Apply Bible Doctrine and grace as Jesus Christ did, but be aware that they may turn on you and try to use you to get ahead. Don’t fall for their schemes…obey the Word of God and stay on track in His plan for your life. Stay filled with the Spirit.
 

Close in prayer
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