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	The Jr. Tree of Life
Lesson 34 LCYM
The Secret of the Mystery
Part 6
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	John 13:36-14:11


August 19, 2005
URGENT INFORMATION...
	 
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18).
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36) 

	In the next part of our study we are still in the upper room with Jesus and His disciples.  We are continuing in John 13:36-14:11.  Last week we saw Peter ask the Lord a few questions.  Today we will hear from 2 other Apostles, Thomas and Philip.  In verses 5-6 we read, “Thomas said to Him, ‘Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know the way?’  Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.’ We know from the Bible that Thomas is known for his inability to BELIEVE that Jesus rose from the dead. Actually, this is where we get the saying, “Don’t be a doubting Thomas.”  Imagine being remembered for that that?   NO THANKS!   Anyway, this scene takes place before the cross, death and resurrection of Jesus and once again we see Thomas being “ignorant” of Bible Doctrine that he has been taught for the last 3 years by our Lord Jesus Christ. This is because they did not have the filling of the Holy Spirit yet.  
The phrase in verse 6 “the way” refers to how we “enter” the plan of God; believing on the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior.  The phrase “the truth” refers to what Thomas should have been learning all along; the Word of God. The phrase “the life” refers to living in eternal life in time by using the Bible Doctrine that we learn.

	 

 

 

[image: image3.jpg]K





	Thomas had a problem with time management.  He was not making Bible Doctrine a priority or he would NOT have asked such a question.  In James 4:3-17 we are taught that when we know it is right to organize our time and we refuse to do it, we are living in sin.  Our time must be organized or Satan will have a field day.  Let’s read it together.  In Ephesians 5:16-18 we are told to “Making the most of your time, because the days are evil. (17) So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. (18) And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit.”(NAS)
“Buying time” means that you value your time.  You put a price on your time. You don’t let just anything take up your time because your time on this earth is short.  You only have ONE lifetime with a certain amount of days that God has assigned to you.  The purpose of your life is to bring glory to God in the devil’s world!  Once we finally learn this, no matter what age we are, we need to apply this and use the time wisely.  Even if you live to be 120 years old…that is such a short time compared to Eternity.  Our life on earth is the only time we have to determine our Eternal Rank and rewards!  Will you be an Officer?  Will you be a Colonel?  Will you rule countries?  That will be determined by what you do with your time on earth.  So, now you see how valuable it is!
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	     Use your time to bring glory to God (I Corinthians 7:29-31).  Don’t use your time occupied with the details of this life or the things of this world.  When God’s plan for your life is done, you will go to Heaven. This means you would have run out of time.  In John 11:9-10 we see that Jesus said, “Are there not twelve hours in the daytime?  If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world.  But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”       

	     In John 14:7 we read the Lord’s answer to Thomas, “If you had known Me (but you didn’t have enough Bible doctrine to know me), you would have known My Father also; from now on you know Him, and have seen Him.”  The word “IF” here in the Greek means, “If, but it’s not true”.   In other words the Lord is saying, Thomas, you had time to learn these things and you chose not to.  When you get to the place where you are occupied with Me, you won’t have all these questions.
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	 We are now ready for Philip!  Philip said to Jesus in verses 8-11, “Lord show us the Father, and it is enough for us.”  Jesus said to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me Philip?  He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, ‘Show us the Father? Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me?  The words that I say to you I do not speak on My own initiative, but the Father who is living in Me does His works.  Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe on account of the works (miracles) themselves.”  
When Jesus met Philip and called him to come and follow Him, He tested Philip.  We see the test in John 6:5-7 “When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, ‘Where shall we buy bread for these people to eat?’ (6) He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do. (7) Philip answered him, ‘Eight months' wages would not buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!’”  We see here that when Jesus was about to feed the 5,000 He asked Philip how so many people could be fed.  Philip began doing the math to figure out how much it would cost!  This was human viewpoint.  He was not thinking with Bible doctrine. 
Remember when Philip asked Jesus to “show us the Father?” In that question the verb “SHOW” is DEIXON in the Greek.  This word means, to demonstrate, to PROVE, to teach to make known.  Now that our Lord was announcing that He was about to leave, Philip is ready for some Bible teaching.  Isn’t that a RIOT!  
He’s had 3 years to learn and now that the Lord is telling all of them that His death, burial and resurrection has finally come, Philip wants Him to stick around and TEACH some more!  See what happens when you don’t have the Holy Spirit living inside of you?  You are so blessed because HE makes you understand it all.  You just have to believe it.     
     When Jesus says to him, “Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip?   Sadly enough this is a statement of sarcasm that can be said to many believers.  Philip was impressed by the miracles that Jesus did, but he had trouble concentrating on the everyday teachings of the Lord, Jesus.  He wanted to be “entertained” by the miracles instead of concentrating on the teaching.  Did you know that when you give Bible doctrine your very best attention you are worshipping God!  God favors His word above His very name!  Jesus Christ is the living Word and the Bible is the MIND OF CHRIST.  It’s not always exciting.  Sometimes it’s very technical and you have to listen over and over again, or read over and over again to finally get it.  BUT, when you realize the importance of taking the time to study God’s word, and getting to know the mind of Christ, you can experience His intimate friendship in your life.  Take the time everyday to worship God through studying His word!  Don’t be a doubting Thomas or a confused and stubborn Philip!

Close in prayer
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