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The Jr. Tree of Life
LCYM Lesson 35
The Secret of the Mystery
Part 7


John 14:11-19 1 Cor 2:9-16
September 2, 2005
URGENT 
INFORMATION...
	 
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18).
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36) 
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Let’s start off our lesson by reading the first Bible passage we are going to study today.  The Lord Jesus Christ is still speaking to His disciples on the night before His death. He is going to leave them to die on the cross for our sins, then he will be buried, resurrected and later ascend into heaven to sit at the right hand of God the Father. Here’s what Jesus said just before all this happened:
John 14:11-19 “Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. (12) I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.  
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(13) “And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.(14) You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. (15) If you love me, you will obey what I command. Wow! You can ask anything reasonable and get it from God.
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(16) And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Counselor to be with you forever… (17) the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you. (18) I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. (19) Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live.” Isn’t this comforting?
The Holy Spirit is the One who teaches us the Word of God which is our Bible. It is God’s TRUTH and the only real thing that we can count on in the devil’s world. The Holy Spirit is our counselor, too! Jesus sent Him to help us to learn His Word so we can live the special plan He has for each of us.  The Holy Spirit gives us the supernatural power we need to obey God reject the world that Satan controls and have lots of happiness in this life. [image: image8.wmf]
[image: image9.wmf][image: image10.wmf]Even though Satan runs this world doesn’t mean we have to live in Satan’s plan but this is very hard to do as you all know.  The world is where we live! Do you remember how we learned that the old black sin nature that lives in our bodies since we were born tries to bully us out of God’s plan and into Satan’s world system?  That’s because that sin nature is part of his system. So when Jesus promised us the Holy Spirit, one of the reasons was so we can have His power to fight the sin nature. 
Not only does the Holy Spirit help us fight our sin nature but He is here to teach us the Word of God and help us remember what we learned so we can use it to fight our enemy…the old black bully sin nature and the world!  This is God’s wonderful grace.  He does it all for us.  All we have to do is make the decision to trust Him and obey Him every minute of everyday.
Do you remember when we talked last week about Thomas and Philip?  They just didn’t get what Jesus was teaching them at all for the 3 years Jesus was with them. So now the Lord is promising them the Holy Spirit when He says: “The world (unbelievers) cannot accept Him, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him. But you know Him, for He lives with you and will be in you.”  This was the wonderful promise that would bring them close to Jesus and His Word…the Holy Spirit…even before the Church Age began.  The disciples didn’t live in the Church Age yet because it hadn’t started yet BUT they could have had the Holy Spirit in a different way and He would have helped them understand!  Listen to this in Luke 11:13: “If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!" They didn’t ask for the Holy Spirit even after the Lord died and was raised from the dead! Talk about stubborn!
[image: image11.wmf]Do you know that when God the Father gave all believers in the Church Age (that’s us!!) the Holy Spirit, that the Holy Spirit came to live in our physical bodies?  Yes that is where he lives and it’s called “indwelling” or living in us.  Why do you think he lives in our bodies and not in our souls? Well I’ll tell you why.  He lives in our bodies because that is where our old black bully sin nature lives and He must fight it all the time. Remember we inherited it from Adam!
Listen to what God’s says about it in 1 Cor 2:9-16: “However, as it is written: ‘No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him…’ 
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What a wonderful gift God has given us in the Holy Spirit!  Jesus and God the Father gave us this gift! It is only for those in the Church Age. The Bible even tells us that we cannot completely understand how wonderful it is until we go to heaven.  But we can still use this gift every minute and we have to because if we don’t that old black sin nature will take over!
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This gift of the Holy Spirit lets us understand the easy parts of the Bible called the “basics” and as we grow He lets us understand the deep or harder doctrines from the Bible.  Listen to what our passage tells us in 1 Cor 2:10: but God has revealed it to us by His Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep (harder doctrines) things of God. (11) For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Holy Spirit of God. (12) We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely (graciously) given us. Only after the giving of the Holy Spirit did the Lord’s disciples understand the Word of God.
Did you know that the unbeliever cannot understand spiritual things as the Bible at all and they even think that God’s Word…the Bible…is foolishness?!  How awful for them. Let’s read the passage that teaches us this principle. 1 Cor 2:13 “This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom (human I.Q.) but in words taught by the Holy Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. (14) The man without the Spirit (the unbeliever) does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood. 
God has a wonderful solution for the unbeliever though. Remember we were all unbelievers once. When the unbeliever wants to know God, God sends someone into their life to give them the Gospel, the “Good News” about how God sent His Son, Jesus to save the world by dying on the cross for everyone’s sins and then coming back to life after He died. In order for the unbeliever to understand the “Good News” while he is hearing it or reading about it, God the Holy Spirit acts like a human spirit (remember God is a spirit and we must have a spirit within us to understand the things of God) and then the unbeliever can understand the full meaning of the Gospel.  This is called common grace.
Believers (that’s us) must make decisions all the time from the Bible doctrine in our souls.  We have to decide everyday to make good judgments about the world we live in.  We must not judge people just the situations around us and Bible doctrine gives us correct understanding of what is happening and how we should respond to them.  Listen to what the Word says in 1 Cor 2:15 “The spirit-filled believer investigates all things (about the Bible), but He Himself is not investigated by anyone.”  That means we have privacy as God’s children and only God can judge us not unspiritual people.  If they do judge you, you must forget it and go on…never get them back.  God will take care of it.  
And best of all we have Christ’s mind…that is the Bible.  He wrote it and He fulfilled everything in it that taught about HIM!  Here’s what the Bible says.  We can never tell Jesus what to do…He’s the author of the BOOK!  We can’t teach Jesus but we have His mind and HIS thinking.  That’s what these verses are about.  How wonderful.  So we must think all the time like Christ thinks.  That is very pleasing to God.  This should make you feel very safe and secure…that you know the perfect mind of Jesus Christ.  1 Cor 2:16: “’For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?’ But we have the mind of Christ.”
Close in Prayer
