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	The Jr. Tree of Life
Lesson 36 LCYM
The Secret of the Mystery
Part 8
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	John 14:20  1Corinthians 12:12  Acts 2:4-11


September 9, 2005
URGENT INFORMATION...
	 
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18).
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36) 

	On the night before His death, the Lord Jesus Christ made the most awesome of statements about the mystery doctrine of the Church Age which all Church Age believers should understand: John 14:20 “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.”  “On that day” means the “Day of Pentecost,” the first day of the Church Age when all believers receive the Holy Spirit into their bodies. The phrase “I and the Father are one” means that Jesus and God the Father are equal persons in character as God. This first statement has ALWAYS been true, but the second statement has not when He said, “…and you are in me, and I am in you.”  This is true for the first time in history!  This is our “true position in Christ.” We are in Christ spiritually, which means our human spirits that the Holy Spirit gave us at the moment we believed in Jesus is in Him. Remember we are citizens of heaven now and all of this is on a spiritual plane or level and this in particular is called the “Baptism of the Holy Spirit.” That’s hard to understand, isn’t it?  But God the Holy Spirit will help you understand it very well.  You just need to hear it a lot of times.
Let’s look at another verse in the Bible that tells about this baptism. Eph 4:4-5 “There is one body and one (Holy) Spirit…just as you were called to one hope when you were called… (5) …one Lord, one faith, one baptism…”  This doctrine of the baptism of the Holy Spirit is probably one of the most misunderstood doctrines in the all churches today.  The Greek word for “baptism” is “baptizo” which means “identification.”  That means you identify with something.  For example, you know when singers or movie stars or even some of your friends wear those yellow (or any color) band bracelets to “identify” with those who are fighting a certain disease or cause?  That’s a type of identification and when you wear the colored bracelets you reveal to others by wearing them that it is something you strongly believe in.  
Therefore, in the baptism of the Holy Spirit we are immediately identified with Christ as a “CHRISTian” the moment we believe in HIM.  This is our “position” forever.  We are placed by the Holy Spirit in UNION with Christ.  We can NEVER be separated from Christ from that moment on.  
Okay, however, you must understand that the baptism of the Holy Spirit (union with Christ) is NOT an emotional experience or a “physical” feeling. It is a “fact”, a “reality”…it is “REAL” baptism but it is not felt. The moment you believed in Jesus Christ as your Savior, God the Holy Spirit enters us into UNION with HIM in an unseen way…spiritually. 

This is the ONE baptism in the Bible that counts in the Church Age and is another part of the mystery of the Church Age…the baptism of the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 4:4-5) and that is this very baptism that I speak of!
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	Instantly right along with this a bunch of wonderful things that are given to us as well.  We can’t see them, we can’t even feel them and we don’t even KNOW it happens at that moment unless someone tells us.  It usually takes years of spiritual growing to really understand what happened in that split second of time when we believed.  
This baptism also is the way Jesus’ new family is formed.  We are royal family in Jesus because He is royalty and He needed a new family in the Church Age and we are it!  The power of the Holy Spirit did this for us when He put us in union with Christ…his royal family.  This is what it means in the Bible wherever you read “in Christ.”  
Many believers do not understand the baptism of the Holy Spirit and sometimes you will see them in their churches on television talking or babbling in unknown words, dancing out of control, or even shouting!  Many preachers teach their congregations incorrectly and confuse them. They claim that the baptism of the Holy Spirit causes them to talk gibberish and jump around like they are dancing.  And they teach that if you don’t speak in that babbling language that they call ‘tongues,’ you don’t have the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  Isn’t this typical of Satan the deceiver and liar.  Something as simple and pure as the TRUE baptism of the Holy Spirit and he tries to turn it into a circus!  What a liar he is!  So don’t fall for his lies and don’t judge these people who do the wrong thing either because God will deal with them if they are true believers.
These people confuse the gift of tongues with babbling but the gift of tongues was actually languages of other countries given to believers to bring the Gospel of Jesus to the people who spoke these different languages when they were in Jerusalem.  This gift is one of many gifts the Holy Spirit gives each of us, Jesus’ royal family, at salvation.  This particular gift of languages doesn’t exist anymore.  God stopped it.  Do you know why?  Well, it was because as soon as the Bible was completed in writing and given out to the people to study along with their pastors, the gift wasn’t necessary anymore.  Now the Bible was in written form in many languages for all to learn about Christ and God’s plan. More about this later.
The baptism of the Holy Spirit forms the “body of Christ.”  That’s what we are called in the Church Age and Christ is our leader or our head. 
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	     I Corinthians 12:12-13 clearly teaches us in these verses.  “For even as the body is one and yet has many parts, and all the parts of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.  For by ONE Spirit we were ALL baptized into one body (with Christ as our HEAD), whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were ALL made to drink of one (Holy) Spirit.”  
Notice that the Bible teaches us that ALL believers have the true baptism of the Holy Spirit, so out the window with that lie of speaking in ‘tongues’ is the only way to have this baptism!       

	  
The gift of ‘tongues’ that IS in the Bible is very different from what these false teachers say they are.  Let’s read 1 Corinthians 12:27-30, “Now you are Christ’s body (His church), and individually members of it.  And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healing, helps, administration, and various kinds of tongues (languages).   All are not apostles, are they? All are not prophets, are they?  All are not teachers, are they?  All are not workers of miracles, are they?  All do not have gifts of healings, do they?  ALL DO NOT SPEAK with tongues (languages), do they?  All do not interpret, do they?”   
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	     As you can see, in the list of the “gifts” given by God the Holy Spirit to believers, the gift of tongues is LAST on the list.  It wasn’t a biggie!  Not only that, it clearly says, that all believers do NOT speak in tongues!  This is right from God’s mouth!  Also if you continue into the next chapter you will learn that the gift of tongues will end or cease (in 70 A.D.) 1 Cor 13: 8 ”Love never fails; but if (there are gifts of) prophecy, they will be done away; if (there are) tongues, they will cease…”  This teaches us that this gift along with some others were temporary gifts given for a specific purpose only and for a certain length of time.  When the disciples would go into other countries, they could not speak the languages that the people spoke.  So God would give them the gift of tongues, a miraculous ability to speak in other “LANGUAGES” not in gibberish!  Then another disciple in the crowd would have the “gift of interpretation” and be able to translate the words of the foreign language to the crowd listening to the Gospel being given to the unbelievers so they could understand what was being said. 
Once the BIBLE was completed in writing and distributed around to believers, there was no longer a need for these temporary gifts and they ENDED or CEASED…STOPPED!!!  The silliness that you see today is just another way for Satan to make people think that Christians are crazy or to keep believers from learning the TRUTH!  He’s very good at doing this!  People fall for it all the time, too because they want others to think of them as special…better than others in the gifts God the Holy Spirit gave them.  They are just like the Pharisees!  
However, these people on TV jump around and speak gibberish and call themselves “born again believers!” So the unbelievers of the world will think that born again believers are truly nuts!  It gives us a bad reputation with the world just like Satan wants.  Then you meet someone and tell them that YOU are a born-again believer and they want to RUN!!!  Satan is a genius and he knows how to deceive the WHOLE WORLD!  That includes Christians who are not learning Word of God from a prepared Pastor/Teacher! 
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	     Again the baptism of the Holy Spirit is the way that God forms a Royal Family in our Church Age!  This identification makes us all family!  When Jesus Christ was crowned King of kings and Lord of lords when he sat down at the right hand of the Father, He didn’t have any “kings” to be King over or any Lords to be Lord over!  So God provided Him with a Royal Family…that’s us!  We are kings and lords and He is our King and Lord!  How exciting!  Do you live that way…like a royal family member?       

	Or do you go around all moping about whether somebody at school likes you or not?  Do you go around worrying about the little details of this life?  What to wear, how you look, or what things you need?  We all do that many times in our life, but as a child of God your life should be filled with peace, happiness and EXCITEMENT!  The life you are living today, with God almighty dwelling inside of you, will NEVER STOP, it will continue into eternity!  What stage of spiritual growth will you be at when you arrive in Heaven?  That’s how it works kids!  Your life never ends.  It continues into eternity either in Heaven. The question is what grade will you be in Heaven?  Will you be in kindergarten because you didn’t take the time on earth to study God’s Word while you had time to do so?  Will you be in graduate school because you DID take the time to learn all that you can about God through studying His Word?       
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	     It’s your choice, but the BAPTISM of the Holy Spirit says that you ARE ALREADY as Holy as you will ever be from the second you believed in Jesus Christ and He moved right into your body!  God looks at JESUS in you!  God sees JESUS in you!  What do you see, how do you see yourself?  The only way for you to see yourself the way that God sees you is by LEARNING the details of HOW and WHY God sees you that way!  That comes from making decisions every day to study His Word and to believe it in the filling of the Spirit!           

	Close in Prayer 
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