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December 11, 2005
URGENT INFORMATION...
	
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18).
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36)  
	We are continuing in our study of the “Mystery” doctrine of the Church Age.  We’re reading from John 14:20-21. Let’s read it together. “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. (21) Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."  

	God the Father shows us His love and we respond to Him!  God loves us whether we love Him or not! Those of us who choose to get to KNOW God see God’s love in a special way!  There is only ONE who will always be faithful to you and that is God!    
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	Because of what Jesus Christ did on the cross, God can be faithful to us!  You see, God is like a Judge in a courtroom and He has rules that even HE must follow!  In order for perfect God to have fellowship with IMPERFECT creatures, there must have been a “go-between,” a “mediator!”  Someone who is equal to God and equal to man. Can you think of who that might be?  Yes, Jesus Christ. He is the ONLY reason we can even have fellowship with God our Father!  And because of His perfect work on the cross on our behalf, that paid for ALL of the sins of created beings, God is just (fair, legal) in showing His love toward us!  Isn’t that cool!  He’s not breaking rules to love sinful creatures, He is completely happy with the payment for our sins through Jesus Christ!  How cool is that?!?    

	The word faithfulness is very powerful.  If you had a bunch of friends that were standing at the bottom of a cliff with a blanket stretched out, yelling to you to “JUMP”, you’d better know without a doubt that those friends will be faithful to the end!  You’d better know that they will stand their ground and be there for you until you have safely landed, BEFORE you jump!  That is a great example of faithfulness.  Now picture that same scene and picture the fact that you want your friends to ALWAYS stand there just in case you decide you want to go up and jump again.  Just think about that!  How many friends would just stand and be there for you waiting to be faithful to you!  NOT MANY humans are faithful friends.  If you have a faithful friend or two, you are very blessed.  But, remember, that someday, they will most likely let you down in some way.  It may be that you EXPECT them to do something and they won’t live up to what you expect from them, but soon enough, all friends let us down. Remember, they have sin natures like us and fail at times. So don’t judge them.
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	There is only ONE who will never, no never, no never leave you or forsake you and that is God!  He is your best, best friend! Learning about the Shekinah glory a few weeks ago makes you realize how amazing it is that your best friend in the entire universe lives inside of you!  WOW!  


	

	God allows us to go through testing as part of His faithfulness to us.  When you go through testing, it’s NOT to show GOD how much you’ve grown or how spiritual you are.  It’s for God to show YOU how much you’ve grown and how strong your faith truly is.  Testing is a form of encouragement.  Think about the tests that you take at school.  When you study and prepare and take a test and get it back with a big fat “A” on it...doesn’t  that give you great encouragement from a job well done?  Yes, your teacher may be proud of you, but that test is to show you what you truly know and what you don’t know!  Your teacher is just the one that gives you the test.  Your teacher pretty much already knows whether you are or are not doing well in class!  The test proves to YOU what you really know.  God’s testing is a part of His faithfulness and LOVE!  
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God treats us in Grace at all times.  GRACE is all that God does for us.  We could never earn or deserve anything from God!  His love is part of His grace.  For Him to love a   creature lower that Him should be “below” Him as God!  BUT, He so loved the world that He gave His UNIQUE Son to die and pay the price for all of our sins to be forgiven!!  That’s just incredible right there!  That is the ultimate display of GRACE!  We did not deserve the love and free gift of salvation, and Jesus Christ did NOT DESERVE what He went through; it was all about Love and Grace!
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Did you know that even if you are not faithful to God, He remains faithful to you?!   2 Timothy 2:13 tells us that this is true!  It says, “…if we are faithless, He will remain faithful, for He cannot disown Himself.”  The moment you believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, God gave you part of Jesus. It’s called His righteousness (+R) and it’s stamped in our souls forever.  God promised you eternal life!  If you make negative decisions until the day you die, that faithful promise of eternal life from God remains true because you have Jesus in you!  How you live your life on earth will determine your eternal rank in Heaven, but it never determines whether or not you go to Heaven. God wants you to live everyday in His special plan that He has for YOUR life.  That is, you must be filled with the Spirit at all times and to study His Word daily, then to apply the Word in your everyday life.  THAT IS WHAT GOD DESIRES and LOVES FROM YOU!  
The only thing that determines whether or not you GO to Heaven when you die is if you believed in the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation and received His righteousness (+R) in your soul.  (Acts 16:31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved-- you and your household.").  That is a promise from the Love, Grace and Justice of God that HE HAS TO KEEP!  He cannot lie!  That’s right there are things that God cannot do!  Lying is one of them!  God loves you ALWAYS and will be faithful to you ALWAYS!  This is a part of WHO He is and He never changes!  Don’t’ forget to thank Him for loving you and being there for you ALWAYS!
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