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	II Timothy 4:3-4
 


January 13, 2006

URGENT INFORMATION...
	 
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18)
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36)  

	If you remember we are studying about the night before the Lord Jesus Christ’s death.  As He is talking to the disciples, He says, in John 14:30-31, “I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, (31) but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me. Come now; let us leave.”  When Jesus speaks of the “prince or ruler of this world” He is speaking of Satan.
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	     In Genesis 3:1 we are told that the serpent (Satan) is craftier than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made.  Satan is the mind behind it all, but he usually uses someone or something as his “agent” to get his dirty rotten jobs done.  Satan looks for any way he can to get the believer away from the Word of God.  He has studied humans since the Garden of Eden and he knows how we operate.  He is also a genius.  He has our old sin nature as an inside “agent” and people who are not interested in the plan of God around us as outside “agents”.  He has your brothers and sisters, mom and dad, teachers, kids at school, pretty much anyone in your life CAN be an agent of Satan at some time in your life.  The rule of thumb is that if anyone or anything takes you away from putting God and Bible Doctrine as #1 in your life, it’s being used as an agent of Satan. 
      Remember what Jesus said to Peter after Peter told Jesus that He shouldn’t go to His death on the cross.  Jesus said to Peter very sternly, “Get behind me Satan”. Now, Peter was not Satan, but the Lord was making a point that Peter was thinking like Satan. Satan didn’t want Jesus to die for our sins on the cross!    
 

	     Back in the Garden of Eden, Satan used the serpent to deceive Eve.  This serpent must have been one of her precious pets.  She must have truly loved this serpent.  One day it started to talk to her.  Imagine that!  Wouldn’t it be great if one of your pets started talking to you?  Wow, I bet you would listen very closely to what it said to you, right? Well Eve’s pet snake was talking and she was listening very closely.  He was making her question whether or not God was keeping things from her.  Nothing serious, just little questions.  Nothing big, just little questions about whether God is hiding something from her!  Satan used something very close to Eve to question the character and nature of God!  His pattern still exists today!  He uses people, worldly education, television, music, those you love and are close to…anything or anyone that YOU listen to, to question God!  
    We see that Satan also twists the Truth just a tiny bit, so that we don’t see it right away!  He asked Eve, “Didn’t God say you shouldn’t eat from ANY tree in the Garden?”  God did NOT say that, He told them they could eat of ALL of the TREES except ONE!  Satan turned it around!  He’s very sneaky, isn’t he?!    
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	    When Eve answered she must have been pretty rattled by her pet talking to her that she added to God’s Word and said that God doesn’t want them to eat OR TOUCH the tree!  Is that true?  No, God told them not to eat of the tree of the knowledge of Good and Evil; never did God tell them that they couldn’t touch it.  Once again, we see a pattern of sneaky trickery!  The Tree of Life, which they COULD eat from, was to give them the ability to enjoy life, enjoy each other, enjoy the Garden, and appreciate God and all of His grace!  When they stayed in God’s plan and ate from all of the trees except the ONE forbidden one, they experienced perfect happiness, pleasure, and blessing!  If they were to go OUT of the plan of God they would NOT be able to experience this life of grace from God.   


	      
It is the same today, kids!  When we are in God’s plan for our lives, there is a peace and happiness that words just can’t explain!  When we HAVE EVERYTHING WE WANT but are out of God’s plan for our life, there is an emptiness that words can’t explain!  It causes the person to search for happiness.  Satan has a plan for your life too!  It is opposite of the plan of God for your life. Satan’s plan is centered on YOU!  It includes STUFF, lots of STUFF just for YOU!  He wants you to put yourself first ALWAYS!  And he promises this to you but the lifestyle that he requires of you gets you so busy, you don’t have time to even think about God.  You don’t have time to see a beautiful sunset and think about God.  You don’t have time to smell a beautiful flower and look at it and say WOW, only an awesome God could have made something so incredible!  You don’t have time for anything but YOU and what you want to do…games…TV…playing…hanging out, etc!!!  And here’s the kicker, kids, sometimes you don’t even get the STUFF that he promised you!  He’s a liar and a deceiver!  He convinces 99% of this world that if you work and work and work you’ll have stuff and more stuff and your kids will go to great schools and they will get smart and get a great job to work and work and get great stuff and more stuff.  WHEW!  Deep breaths!  Do you get it!  It’s just a trap!  It’s the opposite of Matthew 6:33 that tells us if we “SEEK First the Kingdom of God, EVERYTHING else will be added unto us!”  

	   Satan is a deceiver and a bully!  He preys on the weak!  He waits for your weakest moment to come and stomp on your head!  The ONLY power that is greater than Satan’s thinking is the Mind of Jesus Christ…our Bible.  Guess what, kids; we have been given the awesome privilege to have that SAME mind!  The Word of God is Jesus Christ’s thinking in a book!  How can you waste a day NOT putting His thinking into your brain?  
     If you allow Satan to run your life by not taking in God’s Word everyday, he will take you on a long sorry ride that might last your entire life if you let him!  If you make anything or anyone more important in your life than God, Satan will maximize that opportunity and before long, even the Word of God that you once learned, will NOT be lost from your memory and you won’t be able to use it or think like Jesus does!  
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	            Satan uses all types of Evil to distort the thinking of God.  He tries to add good works to the plan of Salvation.  He tries to add “give 10%” of your money to the spiritual life.  He tries to add “water baptism” to being born-again. He is constantly trying to distort the Truth! Guess what, he’s winning!  He is the god of this world and he knows this is his last chance to get the universe to praise him instead of God.
	 

 

 

	      Acts 16:31 says believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved!  We are saved by grace through faith!  We are told to live the Spiritual life the same way that we were saved, through grace, by faith.  You better take in the “mind of Christ” every day and remain in the filling of the Holy Spirit so you can use God’s plan and so that you can SEE the sneaky attacks of the mind of the ruler of this world!  Greater is He (Jesus and the Holy Spirit) that is in YOU than he (Satan) that is in the world!  1 John 4:4.
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