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	URGENT INFORMATION...
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18)
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36)  

"For the natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John 3:36)
 

	We continue in our study on about Satan.  We see this charming, intelligent, and attractive creature cast out of heaven in Isa 14:13-14. "But you said in your heart, 'I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God (angels), And I will sit on the mount of assembly In the recesses of the north (the 3rd heaven).'"  The first thing we must understand about Satan is his sneakiness.  He even snuck around behind God’s back and convinced 1/3rd of the angels to follow HIM!!!  The devil wants to trick us into leaving our relationship with God.  He doesn’t want us to get close to the Lord Jesus Christ.  He will try to make us forget that Jesus is our best friend in the whole world.
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	Because Satan is the god of this world (2 Cor 4:4) he controls most things in this world. So he can use TV, movies, video games, and the internet to trick us.  He says things like: “let me show them some nice things that seem good, so then I can sneak a lie in about how God isn’t always with them”.  Or he thinks “if I can get them to do things the world’s way, like the TV shows tell them how to behave in relationships, then they won’t stick with God’s way and wait until God brings them their right husband or wife.”  And Satan is smart. He shows us BEAUTIFUL people on TV, and they are sweet and kind, but they have no morals or faith in God.  But because they are beautiful and where cool clothes and sing great songs and act really great in movies, Satan knows we will listen to them!  Be on guard!  Satan tricks us very easily.  This is why we need the Word of God daily, to fight against Satan’s sneaky lies.        

	The sin of independence is choosing of our will over God's will. Satan uses the things in the world to give us the thought that we don’t need God to be happy. Satan makes us think that things and people will make us happy.  NOT TRUE!  This is the very sin that Satan committed when he said in his heart, my will over God's will.  He wants us to say “everyone is doing it, what’s the big deal?”, when you KNOW it is against God’s Word.  Satan wants us to think “I don’t need to go to Bible class today, I’ll go next time.”  Guess what.  He got you.  He just tricked you!  Any time he can sneak in a lie about putting yourself and your plans before God, he has just deceived you.  Remember, he is a mastermind, an evil mastermind.  He doesn’t come at you with evil things, he comes at you with good things, and then he adds some lies to the good things.  He adds things that are AGAINST the Word of God.  And all of a sudden you are fooled!!!
When Satan tempted our Lord Jesus in the wilderness he did not attempt to get our Lord to sin, but rather he attempted to get the Lord to choose to be independent from His Father in Matt 4:3-7. And the tempter came and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread." But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God." That’s the Bible guys!  Then the devil took Him into the holy city; and he had Him stand on the very top of the temple, and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God throw Yourself down; for it is written, 'He will give His angels charge concerning You'; and ' On {their} hands they will bear You up, so you don’t strike Your foot against a stone.'" Jesus said to him, ‘On the other hand, it is written, You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.'"
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	The average Christian does not understand the evil behind an attitude of being “independent” from God.  When we think of someone being independent from God and God’s plan and not really caring about the will of God for their life, we don't see their real evil. In John 8:44 our Lord said to the religious leaders (the Pharisees and Sadducees) of His day, who were very good and moral, "You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father the devil. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies."  What a shocker!  These religious leaders were loved by so many men!  But, they would lie and cheat and do whatever made THEM happy, not what made GOD happy. They were guilty of the sin of independence from God!
You see, it all goes back to when Satan committed the first sin against God.  He wanted to be the greatest.  He wanted to take God’s place, but God is the One that created him!  In Isa 14:13 we have the first “I will” of Satan, "But you said in your heart (Satan thought in his head) 'I will ascend to heaven…'" This is a reference to the third heaven where God is (2 Cor 12:2). Satan desired the highest heavenly position, which was not designed for him.  Satan tried to get out of the plan God had for him.  Do you try to get out of the plan God has for you?  Did you know that God made you for something special?  He has a plan just for you, something you are good at and will make you very happy!  Let’s not think like Satan, who wants us to try to promote ourselves, instead of waiting for God’s promotion! 
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	The same sin exists not only in unbelievers but even in believers today. For example, we have been made to love and to obey and to serve God. Yet the majority of believers are much more occupied with their own life and their own will rather than the will of God. 1 Cor 6:19-20 says “Or do you not know that your body is a temple (the home for the LJC to live in your body) of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price (the cross and salvation): therefore glorify God in your body.”
2 Cor 5:15 says “…and He died for all, that they who live should no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.”
Mat 5:16 says "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works (in the filling of the Spirit), and glorify your Father who is in heaven."
Rom 6:19 says “Just as you presented your body parts as slaves to impurity and to sin, resulting in further sin, (sin turned into evil) so now present your body parts as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification (being an invisible hero for Christ).”
Rom 12:1 says, “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.  To all of the above verses the majority of believers say No!”
Satan wants us to worship ourselves, to think we are smart enough to run our own lives, without looking to God for His plan for us!  But you were created for a reason!  
Satan’s self-seeking intention, as revealed in Isa 14, is an outrage against the Creator's plan and purpose for creatures. This is why God describes the negative people in Rom 1:25 “They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator…who is forever praised. Amen.” 
One of the reasons why Satan and the kingdom of darkness promote evolution is that they want us to think that we are closer to the animal kingdom than the angelic kingdom.  In evolution, schools are teaching you that we came from monkeys and actually that we came from a big glob of jelly!!!  Yeah right!  It’s easier for me to believe a supernatural God created me than to believe that!  But Satan hopes we believe in evolution because it takes credit away from God.  Do you see again how sneaky Satan is?  He even has lies that are against the Bible in your school textbooks.  Oh well.  As long as you study the Bible you will be able to see these lies of his.
	 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[image: image8.jpg]




	Satan is actually a lot like God on the outside.  He is beautiful and smart (because God made him that way).  So he can seem like a good moral creature.  But being good and moral is not being spiritual.  Being spiritual is to rely on our Almighty God and HIS plan for spirituality!  Being spiritual is first and foremost believing in Jesus for salvation.  Then it is the filling of the Spirit by confessing or naming our sins to God as soon as we get out of fellowship by sinning.  Then as a result of we love God and thank Him for all He has done for us.  He deserves all the credit, because He gave us everything we have: salvation by Jesus’ work on the cross; and power to live God’s plan through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit!  But Satan wants us to forget about God’s GRACE and PLAN.  Everything we receive is courtesy of the grace of God. There will never be any believer who deserves anything from God. 1 Cor 4:7 says “For who regards you as superior? And what do you have that you did not receive (from God)? But if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?”  Satan boasted in his power and beauty, as though he didn’t receive those from God.  As though he made himself so powerful and beautiful.  But arrogance made Satan stupid. And it will make us stupid of we follow Satan’s way…he did to himself.
Satan is so sneaky he makes counterfeits (fakes…imitations) of what God has designed.  You know, like counterfeit money.  It looks real, but it is worth nothing!  Satan has false teachers out there, using the name of God to get us to listen!!!  And these false teachers are usually found in RELIGION, Satan’s greatest sneaky attack.  Look at 2 Cor 11:13.  “For such men are false apostles (teachers), deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ.  And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants (religious types like the Pharisees that you see in churches today…priests and pastors who teach false doctrines) also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness (religious priests and pastors); whose end shall be according to their deeds.” 

	The purpose of this deception is to imitate the real ministers and pastor/teachers of Christ and to blind the people from true righteousness which is imputed as a gift from God the moment you believed in Jesus for salvation through His grace.  How do you know if someone is a fake minister?  They don’t give God all the credit.  If someone is a true teacher of the Lord, they will give God all the glory for what He has done!   God’s grace will be promoted.  He has given us the free gift of salvation in Jesus Christ our Lord!  And Satan hates to hear that taught.  So stand firm in Bible doctrine and study God’s Word everyday and stay filled with the Spirit and the devil will run from you!  James 4:7 “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.”
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