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Ambassador of the Badlands
July 2, 2006
	URGENT INFORMATION...
	

	BEFORE we begin, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, take a moment to name your sins to God the Father.  This will allow you to be filled with the power of the Holy Spirit as you study or read this Bible lesson.

(I John 1:9) (Eph 5:18)
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	IF YOU HAVE never believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior, you have that opportunity right now to have eternal life.  We sin and cannot have a relationship with God so God’s Son, Jesus, who is God, came down to earth to become a human being just like us.   He did this because He loved us so much. He lived His entire life on earth without sinning once! That qualified Him to go the cross and die in our place and He paid the penalty for sin as a substitute for us.  After His death He rose again and is alive right now in heaven.  He opened the door for you and me to get into heaven with Him by simply believing in Him and what He did for us on the cross.  So simply tell God the Father that you believe in His son Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior and you will be saved. If you make that decision, you are now saved and a believer and will always be a child of God.  When you die, you will spend eternity with Him in heaven (Acts 16:31) (John 3:16).


"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36)  

"For the natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John 3:36)
 

It has been 5 years since I, Tholuck of the Netherlands have returned from spreading the Gospel to the people of the New Lands and have been sent, by God the Holy Spirit, to the Badlands of the Sahara Desert. As I dwell in this wasteland, additional points of what it means to be a Royal Ambassador comes to my mind.
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	When we reach spiritual self-esteem, which is the first step of spiritual adulthood, we have personal love for God. As a part of this step, we start to use impersonal love for all mankind…in other words we don’t judge anyone. It is when we reach spiritual self-esteem that we really begin to live as an ambassador or representative of the LJC (the Lord Jesus Christ). We begin to live by Eph 4:32, which says, “And be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you.”

	The people of the Badlands were not very nice people but when I realized just how much the LJC had forgiven me, it caused me, through the filling of the Holy Spirit, to operate in impersonal love or “agape” love (that’s the Greek word for respect), to be forgiving toward all those who have mistreated me, and to those who have treated me most unfairly. I recognized that we were to be "living letters", as the Apostle Paul said in 2 Cor 3:2-3 which says, “You are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men; being shown that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.”   Our "living letter" is how we live our life which is seen and observed by all those people who we come into contact with or are in our life.

	About 3 years after I entered the Badlands, the tribe I was in, who were believers, who have been mistreating me, recognized that there was something different that had been working in my life which they desired but didn’t have. And this was the spiritual life which relates to our royal ambassadorship by the writing of a "doctrinal letter" or "living letter" which includes our study, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine; not a "letter of disaster" which represents our life in the cosmic system of Satan.  I joyfully explained to them that our life, as a royal ambassador, should be in the kingdom of God, not in the kingdom of darkness.
	[image: image4.png]




	I explained to them that people should be able to read Christ in and through our "living letter" which is the greatest challenge of the spiritual life.  The key to this challenge is never to quit, never look down upon oneself, but to continue to pick up the pieces when necessary and keep going forward no matter what happens in life.  Finally, after 3 years, they began slowly to understand what the Apostle Paul meant about being a "living letter", and what it meant to be a royal ambassador.  Life started to become exciting to them. They started to enjoy life and they started to let Bible doctrine set them free.


	They began to understand, that as an ambassador or representative of the King and country from which they are from, they should do so with dignity, which means a state or condition of respect. In other words, the life of a believer in the LJC should be a reflection of LJC, our God, King, and Savior and of heaven itself.

	At first, they had trouble understanding why the desert tribes, who surrounded us started to reject us, until they remembered Luke 10:16 which says, “The one who listens to you listens to Me, and the one who rejects you rejects Me; and he who rejects Me rejects the One (God the Father) who sent Me.”  They then understood that they weren’t being rejected but it was really the LJC and God the Father that was being rejected.  They then voted me in as their leader during the last 2 years I was there.  I took this responsibility with great honor and humility.  We had Bible studies every night.
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As a result all our lives began to change. We realized that as a royal ambassador that we needed to behave wisely as is stated in 1 Thess 2:10 which says, “You are witnesses, and so is God, of how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who believed.” We understood that we were to behave in an honorable manner.  We knew that we should avoid anything that has to do with evil which is stated in 1 Thess 5:22 which says, “…stay away from every form of evil.”  By operating or doing this we bring honor and respect upon our King, the LJC, instead of bringing disgrace or shame upon Him, who is also the Creator of Heaven. The last 2 years I served as leader among this tribe was fantastic.
We went through many, many trials but we grew closer to God and closer to each other. We also learned more and more about serving as an ambassador of the LJC.  Such as the 4 divine laws we were to operate under.  The 1st law is "The Law of Liberty." This law is directed toward one’s own self.  There are certain things that a believer may do which will not hurt his spiritual walk.  The law of liberty clears the believer’s conscience or mind from any guilt which might try to take away this liberty or freedom.  1 Cor 6:12 explains this law by saying, “All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything.”  In other words, if your mind or conscience is clear and free by what you do, then do it.  God the Holy Spirit will convince you if it isn’t the right thing to do.  But don’t become a slave, in your mind, to what "everyone else" is doing or thinks is right. The second law is, "The Law of Love." This law considers other believers before self.  Because of our love for the weaker, legalistic, or any other believer, we stop doing certain things, not because they are wrong for us, but it is to prevent the weaker, legalistic, or other believer from falling in the spiritual life, getting involved in something they can’t handle, or becoming judgmental. We operate under this law of love because we want to help other believers, not hurt them.  The following scriptures tell us about this law:  Rom 14:13, 1 John 2:10, 1 Cor 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.gbible.org/jrtree/1_co_9_12.htm" 
9:12.  1 Cor 8:12 states, “And so, by sinning against the brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.”  The 3rd law is the "Law of Expediency." This law is directed toward the unbelievers.  Under this law, we are to stop doing certain things, not because they are wrong for us, but because they may hinder or stop the unbeliever from focusing on the one and only true issue they should be focusing on which is, Christ died for all our sins.  The 4th law is "The Law of Supreme Sacrifice." In this law believers give up the normal functions of life, such as marriage and family, in order to have a maximum effectiveness for the LJC.  See 1 Cor 9:1-5, 19-23.
Now go out and be great ambassadors for Christ.  Live a full life but put others first and always ask God to give you the opportunity to bring the Good News of the Gospel of the LJC to others.  Ask God to use you now while you are growing up spiritually and watch what you can do in the power of the Holy Spirit.  Lay up those treasures in heaven and you will greatly honor your Savior, the LJC
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2 Pet 1:2 “Grace and peace be yours in abundance through knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.” 
