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	Lighthouse Christian Youth Ministry 
Lesson 54e
God Gave Us Ten Problem-Solving Devices
PSD # 6 in the Line of Battle Is
PERSONAL SENSE OF DESTINY

	Your Very Own Special Plan from God
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Luke 8:15 “But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop.”
	URGENT INFORMATION...
	

	Before you begin....If you are a believer in The Lord Jesus Christ, be sure that you name in prayer any sins you committed today to God the Father silently.  
1 John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  We call this "rebound".  You will then allow God the Holy Spirit to control your soul.  He will let you understand and learn Bible Doctrine and make it a permanent part of the thinking in your soul. Then when you need to apply Bible Doctrine, the Holy Spirit will bring it back to your memory.
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If you do not believe in the Lord Jesus Christ you must make the most important decision of your entire life and believe in HIM before you can understand the Bible, God’s Holy Word and what is written in this lesson. You must believe that He paid the price for your sins by "dying in your place on the cross" so that you may go to Heaven and live with God for all eternity! He had you in mind while he died on the cross.  The human mind cannot understand the things of God without the power of the Holy Spirit.  The power of the Holy Spirit is only available to those who believe in Jesus Christ. John 14:6 “Jesus answered, ‘I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’”

"For the natural man (the unbeliever) does not understand the things of the Spirit of God; they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually understood" (1 Cor. 2:14)
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life but he who does not obey the command to believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him" (John. 3:36)
     
Today we start our sixth Problem-Solving Device…A PERSONAL SENSE OF DESTINY.  In Gen 27:1-30:25 we’re going to read the story about Jacob and how he got his personal sense of destiny.  Part of this passage of Scripture says: "Now it came about when Rachel had given birth to Joseph that Jacob said to Laban, ‘Send me away, that I may go to my own place and to my own country.’”  He wanted his own destiny not someone else’s.  Let’s read his story. Open your Bibles to Genesis chapter 27.
After serving Laban (Jacob’s father-in-law) 39for so many years, Jacob has decided that he needed to go BACK to where he SHOULD be. He should be on his own with his family in the place that GOD wants him to be in. He is finally seeing that he is not in the right place. He is NOT in God's will. God had a plan for Jacob and Jacob chose his own way over God's way. We saw all of the trouble this caused in his life. We learned that it's so much easier and better to do it God's way.
When we grow spiritually, we learn that God’s way.  God has a plan for each and every one of us. He makes you aware of it through the Word you learn everyday.  You can fulfill God's plan for my life by following God’s instructions and obeying his plan. We are Christian soldiers on the battlefield of life.  My Pastor Bob compared the Christian Soldier to a military soldier. The duties are similar. Look: 
A soldier must give up his freedom to serve his country. We as Christian soldiers must give up our worldly freedom of doing things our own way and CHOOSE to pick up our cross and do things God's divine way Matt 16:24-25 “Then Jesus said to His disciples, ‘If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. (25) For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.’”   Gal. 5:13 “For you were called to freedom, brothers; only do not turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh (Old Sin Nature), but through love serve one another.” 

  

A soldier must leave his worldly affairs behind him when he enters the military. This doesn't mean he forgets he has a family. This means that he is not concentrating on his duties at home but now concentrates on his duties as a soldier…He is concentrating on his duty to his country. We as Christian Soldiers must remember that we are only visitors on this planet called Earth. Our real service is for our eternal home, Heaven. We are serving an eternal God and have to concentrate on that FIRST!  The other obligations of life will then be handled as God promised. Matt 6:25-33  "For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; or for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? (26) Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? (27) And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? (28) And why are you worried about clothing? Observe how the lilies of the field grow; they do not toil nor do they spin, (29) yet I say to you that not even Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like one of these.  (30) But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the furnace, will He not much more clothe you? You of little faith! (31) Do not worry then, saying, 'What will we eat?' or 'What will we drink?' or 'What will we wear for clothing?' (32) For the Gentiles (everyone who is not a Jew) eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. (33) But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” and 2 Tim 2:4 “No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.”  
Here are things a good soldier must do in serving his country:
· Every soldier must be trained. As Christian soldiers we must learn Bible doctrine and be trained before we can go into battle Eph. 6:10-11 “Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. (11) Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. “
· Soldiers get their food, clothes, and daily needs provided for them by the military. We are said to be "clothed by Jesus Christ" in Gal 3:27 “For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.”   Matt 6:25-33 (see above)
· A soldier must know his enemy. We as Christian soldiers must realize who our true enemy is. It is Satan and his demons of the kingdom of darkness.  Look at Eph 6:12."For our warfare is NOT against blood & flesh (human beings), but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the world rulers of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places."  So even when we are in a situation with "people testing," we are to see that it's really the kingdom of darkness trying to wear us down and keep us from the plan of God and his blessings!
· A soldier is always provided for! He is told what to expect, and the military provides all that he will need to accomplish his task. We are told in I Cor 10:13 that "No temptation (test) has happened to you but that isn’t common to other people; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted (tested) BEYOND what you are able to stand, but with the temptation (test) will provide you the way of escape also, that you may be able to ENDURE it."  It does NOT say that He will always get you OUT of the testing situation but HE CERTAINLY will get you through it.  
· A soldier must be well-skilled in his field and PREPARED for battle. Luke 14:31 says, "Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and take counsel whether he is strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand?"
· A soldier must know his place and not try to act like someone he’s NOT! If he is the soldier that cleans the toilets that's what he has to do. He is not to try to get out of his duty from his commanding officer who has authority over him.  He is to be happy no matter what his duties are and do them well…just as if Jesus were watching him do them!  
· A soldier must follow the orders of his leader!  Remember our last lesson about “Who’s in Charge?”  Yes, God is in charge and the Lord Jesus Christ is our leader and he puts others in authority over us like our parents and Pastor/teachers who are our leaders on earth. We must keep our eyes on Jesus by taking in Bible Doctrine every day in order to obey those in authority over us. Matt. 10:38 "And he who does not take his cross and follow after me is not worthy of Me.” 

So do you see how life in God’s plan as a believer is like a soldier’s life?  Remember we’re only here for a little while until eternity…so use the time wisely, okay?  Use it in GOD’S plan and get your rewards.
Well, Jacob has left his country and left his old place. He is now trying to get back to where he should be. Good thing he did or he would have never been blessed by God, but he was, right?  

Rebound is a powerful problem-solving device, too, remember?!  Without it and without the filling of the Holy Spirit that results from rebound, we cannot grow spiritually in the plan of God. We are Christian soldiers! We are called to a very special and very specific job in God’s plan for our lives. The only one who knows that plan for your life is YOU and GOD! We’ve seen great men of God asked to do things that seemed impossible in our eyes. They didn't seem like they could be done to those watching. But you need to have such an intimate relationship with your Lord that you know His leading and His voice and obey it because HE’LL give you EVERYTHING you need to do those things HE requires from us. 
Having a Personal Sense of Destiny gives you COURAGE to overcome all that life throws at you.  Satan is our enemy, and he is very smart…a genius…much smarter than any of us!  His demons are all around us and hear us talking all the time and they know our weaknesses and our strengths. His demons have been watching humans for thousands and thousands of years. You are not a NEW challenge to them!  However, they are a new challenge to YOU!  Without the power of the Holy Spirit and Bible Doctrine on the tip of your tongue and first in your thoughts (thinking like Jesus), Satan will defeat you and win! Get in that SPECIAL PLAN and keep going forward in it. If you fail, rebound, get up, and keep on going!  Remember the Holy Spirit is your power and your guardian angels are there helping you out, too.  You have nothing to lose. 

We need to continue applying Bible doctrine in our lives every minute of everyday so we can know our own Personal Sense of Destiny just like Jacob had to do to get back to where he belonged in God’s plan.

We just finished studying problem solving device number five…Doctrinal Orientation…remember? This means as a believer we are to think like Christ and not like the world thinks…that’s human viewpoint.  We want divine viewpoint thinking.  One of the hardest areas to apply this the most is when we fail in to mind our own business. We don't want to just apply doctrine to our life; we want to see if others do the same. But, the Bible is very clear that we are to WORK out our own plan from Salvation and not worry about other people and how they are doing. In 2 Thess 3:11-12 we read, "For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread." The phrase, "eat their own bread," was a Greek saying that meant “mind your own business.”
We have learned that our thinking is really who we are. When there is confusion in our life, in any area, it causes stress in our lives if we’re not prepared for it. 1 Cor 10:13 “No temptation (test) has happened to you that isn’t common to people; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted (tested) beyond what you are able to stand, but with the temptation (test) will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.”  Our thinking can either give us success or will cause us to fail!  In Prov 23:7 it says, "As a person thinks in his heart (right lobe of his mind), so he is." In Gal 6:3 it says, "If anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he deceives himself." We grow spiritually as the Word of God filters through our thinking and changes us. In Ephesians 4:23 we read, "Become refreshed by means of the (Holy) Spirit of your mind."  Romans 12:2-3 says it like this, "And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. For through the grace given to me I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has given to each a measure of faith."
God looks at our thinking. He knows our thoughts. When you are doing a simple task and you are doing it out of anger or bitterness, it is a worthless deed. When you are thinking like the mind of Christ and filled with the Holy Spirit and you do that same task, it has eternal value…it is divine good.  This is such a simple example of how much value God puts on our THOUGHTS. The Bible is the Mind of Jesus who is God and it is in writing for us to learn. Jesus Christ is the living Word or thinking of God. It's all about what we think. Thinking is sometimes the actual application of Bible doctrine to our life.  If we choose not to think bad thoughts about someone who has hurt us, well then that is actually applying Bible doctrine to your situation. 
We have a strong Personal Sense of Destiny when we learn and apply Bible doctrine constantly in our life and by being occupied with Jesus Christ in our thinking. This means through our spiritual growth we learn to LOVE GOD and TRUST HIM.  That’s when our Personal Sense of Destiny kicks in!!!  When we have that, we start to also have impersonal love (lack of thinking sinful thoughts toward someone) toward all people…those we love and those we don’t like or love!!!  Then we apply Bible doctrine in every situation and toward people when we have our Personal Sense of Destiny.  We apply it toward our self, too, and that gives us Spiritual Self Esteem and CONFIDENCE in our spiritual life. 
Finally, as we get old we will apply Bible doctrine toward dying. How we think and how we act on our dying bed truly shows who we were while we were living our lives…in God’s plan or not in God’s plan. Our attitude toward death can either free us to have a wonderful life, or put us into slavery and fear and stop us from even LIVING our life. 
People are afraid of so many things and fear of death is the biggest fear of all!  Satan loves it when we fear death because that fear keeps us from staying in fellowship with God and fulfilling the plan He has for us. It keeps you from getting your rewards and keeps you IGNORANT of God’s happiness.  And if they’re afraid it keeps them from having time to enjoy life. Most other fears come from the ultimate fear of dying. Fear of flying is most likely the fear of the fact that you can die in a plane crash. Fear of heights, is likely the fear of dying from falling and dying. Satan is the author of fear but God has not given us a mental attitude of fear but of power and love and a sound mind that comes from Bible doctrine flowing through our thoughts all of the time. We make daily choices that either allow Bible doctrine to be our standard of living or give something or someone else the power to determine our standard of living. That means that your volition, your right to choose, is the very thing that determines whether or not you will apply the Word of God in your soul to your every day life and get great happiness doing it. 
The greatest thing a parent can do for their children is to encourage them advance in their spiritual life. Abraham was a great example of this. In spite of all the mistakes he made, he kept on applying Bible doctrine in his life and never looked back at his failures and he failed a lot. He left more than just his life savings and belongings to his children. He left a Spiritual Heritage to the Jews that TO THIS DAY keeps on blessing them, his children, the Jews, just like God promised.
You will stand before the Lord one day and all He will evaluate are your "WORKS" after salvation. He will determine whether your works were done in your own POWER or the power of the Holy Spirit. If they were done in God's power (divine good) they will have eternal value and bring you many rewards. If they were done in human power (human good) they will burn in the big bonfire at the Evaluation Seat of Jesus. How simple can it be? Be filled with the Spirit and you will not fulfill the lusts of your flesh…that is sin a lot!  God will give you the power to control yourself and you just keep making decisions to take in Bible doctrine and get up every time you fall down!!
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Pet 1:2 “Grace and peace be yours in abundance through the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.”

 
