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Lesson 2-God Speaks to Me Through the Bible

Before you can begin your study, you must first of all recognize that we have certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts a rule or standard (here it is God’s rule and standard…His Word) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand God’s Word); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you must be sure to name your sins privately to God the Father: I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)  You will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn Bible doctrine from the Word of God. John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." (NIV)

However, if you have never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.

John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)

Eph 2:8-9

8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and not from yourselves, it is the gift of God,

9   not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)
John 3:16-18

16  "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.

17  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

John 6:40

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 11:25-26

25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

John 14:6

Jesus answered, "I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 2:21

‘And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Acts 4:12

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 16:31

31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household." 

Rom 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NIV)
Let us pray: Father, I pray that God the Holy Spirit will enlighten me as I study your word today.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.

Subject:  God speaks to me through the Bible

Promise:  (2 Tim. 3:16)“All scripture is given and directed by God and is profitable for teaching, for criticism, for correction, for instruction in righteousness (how to do things according to God’s plan.)
Vocabulary:  Bible, Bible doctrine, exodus, Isreal, Jews, Moses, Mt. Sinai, New Testament, Old Testament, revelation, Word of God.

Presentation
There are many words assigned to God in the Bible: God, Lord, Lord- God, Jehovah and Elohim.

1. Jehovah is a title of God, which comes from the Hebrew of the Old Testament and usually refers to any one member of the Godhead or Trinity.  It is a proper name for God and considered sacred and never pronounced by Jews devoted to God.  It is actually 4 letters, JHWH and is called the Tetragrammaton, which means “four letters”. 

2. Elohim is a Hebrew word for God, a plural word indicating the existence of more than one person in the Godhead or Trinity as it is called.  (Gen. 1:1) “Elohim created the heavens and the earth.” The plural of the word emphasizes that all three persons had a part in creation: the Father planned it; the Son accomplished creation.   (John 1:1-3) “In the beginning which was not a beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”  (Col. 1:16) “For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him.”  (Heb. 1:2) “But in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom he made the universe.”  The Holy Spirit restored creation after Satan’s fall from heaven.  (Gen. 1:2) “Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.”
The word Trinity is not found in the Bible, but the meaning is Biblical.  The Doctrine of the Trinity is likewise learned by combining all passages related to God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. All that God has made known about Himself can be understood, even the fact that He is singular in one sense and plural in another.  (Deut. 29:29) “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.”

Trinity means that one God or the Godhead exists in three (3) persons…coequal, coeternal and coinfinate…all three (3) having the same nature, essence, character or attributes (all these words are used to describe God).  This is one God not three gods.

Here are scripture describing the three (3) separate persons of the Trinity or Godhead.  (Ps 110:1) “The LORD says to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’ ”  (John 10:30) “I and the Father are one."
You may wonder how can one God exist in three (3) persons yet in the Bible you can know that He exists that way.  Our limited minds cannot understand God who is limitless but through His Holy Spirit who reveals the Scriptures, you can understand and accept spiritual truth by means of faith.  

(1 Cor 2:10-12) “But God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him?  In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.”

Each person of the Godhead has a purpose related to the eternal will and plan of God.  The Bible reveals that each person, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit have different jobs and these jobs are not shared by all three of them.  The Father is the planner, the Son fulfills the plan, and the Holy Spirit teaches us the plan and gives us the power to live the life the Father planned for us.  All three are the same, equal.  All three are God but one together and all three have the same character or nature or essense.  

The attributes of God (character/essence/nature) are: 

1. Sovereignty (Crown) means the King-Ruler of the entire universe. (Psa. 83:18b.) “Let them know that you, whose name is the LORD-- that you alone are the Most High over all the earth.”  God can have anything He wants and He wants to be with us forever.  God can do anything He wants and He wants to do everything for us.  

2. Righteousness (+R) means perfect goodness.  God is perfect.  His plan is perfect.  We must receive God’s perfection when we are saved to be with Him.  This is (+ R), the righteousness we receive at the moment we believe personally in Jesus Christ as our Savior.  (Matt. 5:48.) “Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
3. Justice (J) means God is fair.  He will always do the right thing for us at every time.  (Deut. 32:4) “He is the Rock, his works are perfect, and all his ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is he.”  (Neh. 9:33.) “In all that has happened to us, you have been just; you have acted faithfully, while we did wrong.”  God will be just in His treatment of us as unbelievers and as believers.  To be blessed we must be saved and have His (+R.)  But we are cursed and condemned at birth by His justice as unbelievers. 

4. Love (Heart) means God is perfect love.  He cares totally for us.  He loves us so much that He designed a plan for us to be with Him.  God loves all believers and all unbelievers.  To unbelievers He gave His Son.  (John 3:16) "For God loved the world so much that he gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”  (1 John 4:9) “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his uniquely born Son into the world that we might live through him.”  (Rom. 5:8.) “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners (and condemned), Christ died for us.”   To believers He gave His (+R.)  (Psa 33:5) “The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love.”  (Rom 4:24)  “But also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness-- for us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead.”
5. Eternal life (Cloud with heaven in it) means God has no beginning or end.  God has always existed and will always exist.  God’s plan existed before we did.  The Hebrew use of “I AM” in this verse means no beginning or end.  (Exo. 3:14) “God said to Moses, I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'"  (Psa. 90:2) “Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”  (Psa. 102:27) “But you remain the same, and your years will never end.”  (John 1:1.) “In the beginning which was not a beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
6. Omniscience (eye) means God knows everything.  God knows grace is the best plan.  God knows every decision every person born would make.  He even knows what would have happened if anyone chose a different path from the one they actually chose.  (John 21:17) “The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time; "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you."  

7. Omnipresent (universe in circle) means God is everywhere. He is a spirit.  God can be anywhere He wants to be.  God wants to be with us.  God has no boundaries and is present in all space on earth, in the universe and beyond the universe, as we know it.  (Jer. 23:23-24) "Am I only a God nearby," declares the LORD, "and not a God far away?  Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?"  (Acts 17:27-28.) “God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.  For in him we live and move and have our being.  As some of your own poets have said, 'We are his offspring.’ ”
8. Omnipotent (lightning in circle) means God is all-powerful in all things.  He can do anything He wants to do and have anything He wants to have.  He wants to do everything for us.  (Luke1:37) “For nothing is impossible with God."   He is more powerful than any problem you have.
9. Immutability (the Rock) means God will always be the same.  God’s plan or works will always be the same; it cannot be changed.  God cannot change.  He is faithful.  He is absolute stability.  God’s words are unchangeable.  His faithfulness comes from this attribute.  He is always reliable.  He will never let you down in His plan for you.  (Num. 23:19) “God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. Does he speak and then not act? Does he promise and not fulfill?”  (Psa. 33:11) “But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.”  (Psa. 102:27) “But you remain the same, and your years will never end.”  (Lam. 3:22-23) “Because of the Lord’s great love we are consumed (destroyed), for his compassion never fails.  They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”  (Heb. 6:17) “Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of his purpose very clear to the heirs of what was promised, he confirmed it with an oath.”
10. Veracity (the Bible) means God is absolute Truth.  God always tells the Truth.  God’s Word is true and reveals His plan.     (Isa 51:6) “Lift up your eyes to the heavens, look at the earth beneath; the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment and its inhabitants die like flies. But my salvation will last forever, my righteousness will never fail.” 

(Luke 18:19) 
"Why do you call me good?"  Jesus answered. "No one is good-- except God alone.”  God cannot lie or deceive us.  (Psa. 12:6) “And the words of the LORD are flawless, like silver refined in a furnace of clay, purified seven times.”   God’s truth is seen in His words.  (John 8:45) “Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me!”   It is seen in His works.   (Psa. 33:4) “For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful in all he does.”  It is seen in His ways.  (Rev. 15:3) “…and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: "Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.”
Understanding who and what God is and relying on His perfect character and plan will give you inner peace in times of trouble and in good times will and will build a foundation of confidence in you.  This will result in your making divine decisions in every circumstance of your life.    

This perfect character of God allows Him to give us the best He has for us.  To learn what He has in store for us we must study His Word.  God speaks to us through the Bible and only through the Bible today.  
Before we had the scripture in writing God used three other methods to teach His word:

1.  The spoken word is when God spoke directly to the people.  (Isa. 6:8-10) “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’  He said, ‘go and tell this people: Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.’ Make the heart of this people callused; make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed."
2.  By dreams – the prophets would receive dreams from God to teach the word to the people.   (Gen. 15:12) “As the sun was setting, Abram fell into a deep sleep, and a thick and dreadful darkness came over him.”  (Gen. 31:10-13, 24) "In breeding season I once had a dream in which I looked up and saw that the male goats mating with the flock were streaked, speckled or spotted.  The angel of God said to me in the dream, 'Jacob.' I answered, here I am.'  And he said, 'Look up and see that all the male goats mating with the flock are streaked, speckled or spotted, for I have seen all that Laban has been doing to you.  I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where you made a vow to me. Now leave this land at once and go back to your native land.' Then God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream at night and said to him, ‘Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad.’ "

3.  By visions – (1 kings 22:19)  “Micaiah continued, Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his throne with all the host of heaven standing around him on his right and on his left.”     (Isa. 1:1) “The vision concerning Judah and Jerusalem that Isaiah son of Amoz saw during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.  (Isa. 6:1) “In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple.”
4.  By Angelic Teaching – (Acts 7:53) “…you who have received the law that was put into effect through angels but have not obeyed it."

Exodus 19:7 through Exodus 32:16
Our Bible text today is from the Old Testament book of Exodus.  It is the second book in the Bible and means “exit” or “departure.”  The title of this book comes from one of the greatest miracles of God.  He loved His people in the Old Testament…the Jews.  He sent Moses to free them after 400 years of slavery in Egypt.  They were going to be taken to a new land just for them.  Moses is the main character and the author of this book.

God chose Moses for a very special task…to lead the Jews out of Egypt to freedom and to the land God had promised them, Canaan.  Although Moses was weak in his own strength, God made him strong with His power and encouragement.  Because the Egyptians would not let the Jews go and the Jews themselves were afraid to go because they thought Pharaoh would kill them all, God showed His power to both the Jews and the Egyptians in the ten terrible plagues.  The last and worst of the plagues made it possible for the Jews to leave Egypt.  

The Jews began their journey protected and guided by God in a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  They crossed the Red Sea.  God parted the sea in a miracle for them to escape the Egyptians who were in hot pursuit.   

The third month after they left Egypt the Jews found themselves in a desert called Sinai.  They were camped near a great mountain also called Sinai.  The Lord told Moses to gather His people where they could view the great mountain, Sinai.  God instructed Moses to warn the Jews not to come up on God’s mountain or touch the border of the mountain, or they would certainly die.  No one can see God or approach God unless God allows it.

The Lord also said to tell the people to clean themselves and their clothes because He would speak to them with His own voice on the third day.  

(Exo. 19:16a) “So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thundering and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain.”  As the people watched the lightning and heard the thunder, a trumpet sounded very loudly.  Everyone was terrified.

Then the Lord descended from heaven to the top of Mt. Sinai, but the people could not see Him.  They could see only the great fire and smoke covering the mountain.  The mountain shook.  The sound of the trumpet continued, but grew louder and louder.  Suddenly the mighty voice of the Lord was heard.

The Lord’s voice roared like thunder that day from the mountaintop as He spoke to His people. (Job 37:5) “God's voice thunders in marvelous ways; he does great things beyond our understanding.” (Job 40:9) “Do you have an arm like God's, and can your voice thunder like his?”  By the time the Lord finished speaking everyone was frightened and shaking.  They all backed away form the mountain.  Terrified, they told Moses, “Speak to us yourself and we will listen; but do not have God speak to us, or we will die.”

Moses told them God came to test them so they would respect and obey God. (Exo. 20:20) “Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be with you to keep you from sinning.’ “

The Jews stood way back watching as Moses went up the mountain to the Lord God.  God gave Moses two pieces of stone on which God Himself wrote special words with His very own finger (Exo. 31:18-32:16).  The Lord then told Moses what to write about God and His plan for Israel.  What Moses wrote became part of the Bible.

Here God set up His covenant with the Jews by giving them the laws for living their lives and worshiping.  The covenant between God and Israel began a relationship in which Israel was identified as God’s holy nation.  God gave His people the Ten Commandments; He gave them their priests; and He gave them a tabernacle to help them live lives that showed they were truly God’s people.  All of these things that God gave them had an even greater purpose…to teach them about The Lamb of God, His Son, Jesus Christ, The Messiah, who would redeem the world from sin.

God wanted us to know much more than Moses wrote.  He chose other believers like Jeremiah, Daniel, Paul, and Peter to give us God’s messages, and told them what to write.  They all wrote through the power of God the Holy Spirit.

As each writer completed a book it became part of the Bible.  The Old Testament is the first part of our Bible and was written before the Lord Jesus Christ was born.  The New Testament is the second part of our Bible, which began with the birth of Jesus Christ.  Today, only the Bible, the written Word of God, tells us what God wants us to know.  When we study His Word we learn what He wants us to know.

Application of Bible Doctrine
1. The most important words God has for us in the Bible are about His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ…how He saved us all.  In fact, God tells us the reason He had His words written in the Bible.

2. In the Bible God tells us how to be saved, about our life after we are saved, and what He plans for us.  God tells us how we may please Him.  God tells us how wonderful our new home in Heaven will be, and about His angels, about Satan, and the fallen angels.  God tells us exciting, true stories about great believers.  God tells us about Himself, and all He has done for us.

3. The Word of God is just as real to us today as it was to the Jews of long ago.  As long as we live, God will teach us through the Bible, never any other way.
4. God uses prepared believers.  The only way we can be prepared is to learn and use Bible doctrine.
5. God gives us the ability to learn Bible Doctrine when we are saved.  God does not give us anything He does not intend for us to use.
6. God chose to give us Bible doctrine because He did not want us to be unhappy believers.  We remain ignorant of Bible doctrine and unhappy only when we choose not to learn and use His Word. 
Scripture and Principles:

Reference scriptures:

1. God is immutable.  (Ps 102:25-27) “In the beginning you laid the foundations of the earth, and the heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing you will change them and they will be discarded but you remain the same, and your years will never end.”
2. God’s Word is settled forever.  (Psa. 119:89)  “Your word, O your Word.  (Psa. 119:133) “Direct my footsteps according to your the heavens.” 
3. His Word is true and everlasting. (Psa. 119:160) “All your words are true; all your righteous laws are eternal.” 

4. Every word of God is tested; do not add to His words.  (Prov 30:5-6)  "Every word of God is flawless; he is a shield to those who take refuge in him. Do not add to his words, or he will rebuke you and prove you a liar.”
5. God’s words shall never pass away.  (Matt 24:35) “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”
6. Blessed are those who hear the word and obey it.  (Luke 11:28) “He replied, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.’ "

7. Bible Doctrine is profitable.  (2 Tim 3:16-17) “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
8. God’s word is alive and powerful.  (Heb 4:12) “For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”
9. Be doers of the Word.  That means to apply it in your lives. (James 1:22) “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”
10. The Holy Spirit teaches us God’s word.  (2 Pet. 1:21) “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”
Study the Word everyday.  Pray and ask God to help you to keep studying and obeying the Word.  

Close in Prayer: Father, thank you for the opportunity to study your word today.  I pray that God the Holy Spirit will make this study a permanent part of my soul so that I may grow up spiritually.  I pray He will challenge me and guide me in your Word always.  In Christ’s name I pray.  Amen.
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