1
3
BIBLE CLASS August 5, 1999

Lesson 6 – Angelic Choices & Their Results

Before you can begin your study, you must first of all recognize that we have certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts a rule or standard (here it is God’s rule and standard…His Word) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand God’s Word); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you must be sure to name your sins privately to God the Father: I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)  You will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn Bible doctrine from the Word of God. John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." (NIV)

However, if you have never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.

John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)

Eph 2:8-9

8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and not from yourselves, it is the gift of God,

9 “not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)
John 3:16-18

16 "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.

17 “For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

John 6:40

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 11:25-26

25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

John 14:6

Jesus answered, "I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 2:21

‘And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Acts 4:12

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 16:31

31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household." 

Rom 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NIV) 
Let us pray: Father, I pray that God the Holy Spirit will enlighten me as I study your word today.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
Subject:  Angelic Choices & Their Results
Promise and or memory verse: (Psa. 40:4a) “How blessed is the man who has made the Lord his trust, and has not turned to the proud.” 
Vocabulary:  

Angelic conflict - is the invisible war between God and His elect angels and Satan and his fallen angels.

Elect angel - is a Spirit-being who obeyed God and refused to follow Satan at the time of his disobedience and sin against God.

Fallen angels - are Spirit-beings who disobeyed God and followed Satan at the time of his disobedience and sin against God.

Lake of fire - is the place of eternal burning and punishment originally created by God for Satan and his fallen angels.  It is the final destination of all fallen angels and unbelieving mankind.

Rebellion - is an uprising designed to change or overthrow an existing authority.  Open defiance toward authority (in this case it is God.)

Sin - is to think, say, or do what God says is wrong.  To break one of God’s rules.  To say “no” to God.  To disobey God.

Universe - is all of space and all that exists in space including earth and all created beings.

Volition - is our decider.  It is our free will and our ability to choose “yes” or “no.”    

Review the origin of sin:

1. Is God responsible for sin?  

2. What attribute of God makes it impossible for Him to sin?  

3. Did sin exist before or after human creation?

4. Who was the first sinner?

5. What does Lucifer mean?  

6. What was Lucifer’s first sin? 

7. What was it that made Lucifer sin? 

8. What name did Lucifer get after he sinned?  

9. What does Satan mean? 

10. Why did God give all His creatures, angels and man volition?  

11. What attribute of God gives Him the right to create the laws he gives us and to do anything He wants to?  

12. What attribute of God gives Him the right to punish anyone who breaks His Divine laws?          

Presentation
Arrogance was Lucifer’s motivation to sin.  We see this in the warning by Paul in (1 Tim 3:6 “…or he may become proud and fall under the same judgment as the devil.”)  Last week’s lesson emphasized his negative volition. Look at Satan’s negative volition in this verse in Isaiah.  (Isa 14:12-14 “How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn!  You have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!  You said in your heart, "I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God.  I will sit enthroned on the mount of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.  I will ascend above the tops of the clouds.  I will make myself like the Most High.")  There are consequences for negative volition toward Christ for mankind.  This is seen in (Matt 25:41) "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.   When proud, arrogant Lucifer used his negative volition to say no to God and go against Him, he was banished from his exalted position in heaven, judged, and sentences to suffer for eternity in the Lake of Fire because he broke God’s perfect law.  Remember he was God's highest created being, the wisest and most beautiful of all the heavenly angels, assigned to guard the throne of God.  He became arrogant and grew to love his own power and importance more than God’s, and was no longer content to serve God.  

Let’s take it step by step as it happened:

1. Negative volition of Lucifer.  Lucifer, God’s greatest and most beautiful creation should have been happy and content to serve God.  Instead he had terrible selfish thoughts, negative thoughts.  He wanted to rule over everything…the earth and the entire universe.  He wanted to be higher than all the other angels and sit on the throne of God.  He wanted to be like God and have His power.  He wanted everything God had: all of heaven and earth for himself and to do with it as he pleased.  He was full of arrogant pride.
2. He decided to go against God and committed the first sin - arrogance.  Finally, Lucifer decided he could not obey God a moment longer.  Right then when he had these negative thoughts, Lucifer sinned.  He said “no” to God.  (1 John 3:8)  “He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning… 
3. The first consequence of the sin of arrogance – Lake of Fire.  Because he broke God’s perfect law, God’s righteousness rejected Lucifer’s disobedience and God’s justice had to punish Lucifer, the shining angel.  Lucifer immediately lost his position in heaven.  He could no longer guard the throne of God.  Instead of living in heaven forever Lucifer would be thrown into the lake of fire which God will prepare for ALL the disobedient angels.  (Matt. 25:41) "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you who are cursed (unbelievers), into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.”  Heaven is only for those who say “yes” to God.  The Lake of Fire is for those who say “no” to God. 

4. He persuaded other angels to join him.  At the moment Lucifer revolted and sinned against Him, God gave all angels a one-time choice for or against Him.  Satan (Lucifer’s new name since his fall) persuaded one-third of the angels to join him in the rebellion. (Rev 12:4) “His tail swept a third of the stars (angels) out of the sky and flung them to the earth.”   Think about it, one-third of them believed Satan enough to leave the rule of perfect God and join him in rebellion. He must have been very convincing to do that, very charismatic.

5. The second consequence of his sin – the Angelic Conflict.  This sin of arrogance started the “angelic conflict” or angelic war.  It divided the angels into two hostile armies.  This was actually the end of their day to day contract with God.  Whatever choice they made gave them eternal life with God or the Lake of Fire with Satan.  The elect angels maintain loyalty to God and serve God and in the following two verses this refers to the Lord, Jesus Christ.   (Heb 1:4) “So He became as much superior to the angels as the name He has inherited is superior to theirs.”  (Matt 25:31) "When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, He will sit on His throne in heavenly glory”.  This verse refers to the fallen angels or demons that chose to go with Satan.  (2 Pet 2:4, 9) “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to Hades, putting them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment…then the Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous for the day of judgment, while continuing their punishment.” (Jude 1:6) “And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority but abandoned their own home (heaven), these He has kept in darkness, bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.”   This conflict puts the angels of light against the angels of darkness.  It started before man was created, continues today, and will not end until the end of human history.  Just think all this happened because Lucifer used his volition to say “no” to God’s plan for his life, which was pretty wonderful at the time…wouldn’t you say?  He is still constantly trying to be like God and making the world a better place without God!

6. God brings Satan to trial.  So before man was created and in heaven in eternity past God called for a trial to judge the defiant angel and those angels who followed him.  God was the judge and the prosecution; Satan was his own defense attorney.  God in His justice and in front of the angels examined the evidence against Satan and the demons and pronounced them guilty.  God is perfectly fair and just. 

7. The judgment and sentence.  He then sentenced or condemned them to spend eternity in the Lake of Fire.  (Matt 25:41) "Then He will say to those on His left, 'depart from me, you who are cursed (unbelievers), into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’ “   At the end of the world as we know it and after the Gog Revolution.  (Rev. 20:10) “And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”   Except for occasional meetings that God allowed Satan and the fallen angels, Satan was forbidden to enter the presence of God.  (Job 1:6) “One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came with them.”  (Exek. 28:16-17) “Through your widespread trade you were filled with violence, and you sinned.  So I drove you in disgrace from the mountain of God, and I expelled you, O guardian cherub, from among the fiery stones.  Your heart became proud on account of your beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor.  So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings.”   Since God’s judgment of Satan and the demons, Satan has been trying to get God to cancel his sentence by using strategies he thinks will change it.  

8. Satan made an appeal or plea to God.  Why didn’t God carry out the sentence He gave Satan right away?  Why weren’t Satan and the fallen angels thrown into the Lake of Fire immediately after their trial?  The reason is that Satan appealed to God to reconsider his sentence.  God graciously listened to Satan’s complaint that he thought God was being unfair in His judgment.  To show Satan how fair and just He is, God allowed his sentence to be delayed.  He put off Satan’s judgement.  He considered Satan’s complaint or appeal, and in His perfect righteousness will demonstrate His fairness, justice, and love toward Satan.

9. God creates man to prove He is fair and just.  Through His creation of man God will prove He was totally fair by giving man the same volition he gave all the angels so that man can choose for or against God.  He gave man the same freedom He gave the angels.  Through the decisions of man God will prove that the attack on His own character was false and His judgment of Satan and his demons was a righteous decision.  God has always known that the angels as well as man would sin against Him.  Since God cannot make any of His creatures choose for or against Him, God gave man a solution in Jesus Christ, His unique son.  He would make Jesus Christ the God-man to be man’s substitute for judgment of all sin committed during human history. It is Jesus Christ versus Satan in the Angelic Conflict.   (1 John 3:8b) “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.”  (John 3:16-18) "For God loved the world so much that He gave His uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.  For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.  Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.”  (John 3:36) “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever does not believe shall not see life and the wrath of God remains on him.”  Even if only one person in the creation of man chooses God’s plan of salvation, it will prove that Satan deserves the judgment and sentence he got because Satan refused God’s plan.  He had a choice and he made the wrong choice.  God always gives His creatures a choice.  This is freedom.  Satan chose to go against God and that was the wrong choice.  God is right, anyway you look at it.  All God’s creatures must take responsibility for their decisions.  God can have nothing to do with sin and sin must be punished.

10. Satan makes many attempts to prove God is wrong.  (Job 1:7) “The LORD said to Satan, ‘Where have you come from?’  Satan answered the LORD, ‘From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it.’ “  Now you can see that once God created man and placed him on earth to say “yes” or “no” to His plan, Satan is going all around and over the earth accusing men and women of sinning to show God that He is being unfair to him.   But Satan misses the point.   Jesus Christ covered our sins on the cross.  It is not sin anymore that is the issue; it is faith in Jesus Christ as man’s personal Savior that proves Satan wrong and God right.  God cannot be unfair because God is fair (His attributes of perfect righteousness and justice make Him perfect and fair).  Satan wanted to know how a loving God could cast His creatures into eternal fire.  You may ask this question yourself. 

11. God is always right and must punish wrongdoing.  God is perfect and can have nothing to do with sin or darkness.  He must punish the unrighteous because that is His perfect law.  What the righteousness of God demands the justice of God must carry out through the love of God. (John 3:16) "For God loved the world so much that He gave His uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.”   God’s righteousness (+R) made God’s justice judge Jesus Christ for our sins and the sins of the whole world on the cross.  The sin issue was solved by this magnificent work of our Savior.  God loves us because we are in His family and He must discipline us through His love just as our parents discipline us because they love us and want us to turn out right.  Sin was judged on the cross once and for all.  But God must still discipline us on earth when we sin.  There are consequences for all wrongdoing.  Here are just a few examples of laws that when broken cause consequences.  Some of the consequences are awful.  Look into your own lives for examples.  This is also called cause and effect.  You can see it in nature and science which God created:

A. If you pour acid on your skin it will burn, scar and destroy your skin.

B. If you set fire to something, it will burn.

C. If you swallow poison it will kill you or make you very sick.

D. If you eat too much you will become fat.

E. If you do not listen when being taught a subject, you would not be able to answer questions or past tests in that subject because you did not learn it.

F. If you do not eat you will die of starvation.

G. If it never rains then all plant life will die.

H. If you throw something up into the air it must fall back down.  Gravity.
I. If you are unfaithful or disloyal to friends or family they will alienate you.

J. If you are unpleasant, no one will want to associate with you.

K. If you are irresponsible, no one will trust you.

L. If you are lazy, you will probably not get a good job.

M. If you disobey the law, you suffer the punishment.
12. Lucifer’s new name proves that this trial and appeal took place.  The very name “Satan” reveals the truth of all that happened in his appeal to God.  Satan is the Hebrew word meaning “adversary, accuser”.  (Zech 3:1) “Then He showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him.  The LORD said to Satan, "The LORD rebukes you, Satan! The LORD, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebukes you!  Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire (of Hell)?"  (Satan was accusing Joshua of being a sinner but the Jesus was telling Satan that Joshua was snatched from burning in hellfire because he believed in Him, the Messiah, who covered his sins on the cross.)  Satan accuses every believer he can and continues to do so.  (Rev 12:10) “Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say ‘Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God, and the authority of His Christ. For the accuser (Satan) of our brothers (believers), who accuses them before our God day and night, has been hurled down.’ ”   He is the forever enemy of God.”
Application of Bible Doctrine from this lesson
1. Do you want to say “yes” or “no” to God?  Do you want to be on God’s side or on Satan’s side?  Which way will your volition go?  Only you can decide.  Your volition has a “yes” button or a “no” button.  “Yes” for God, “no” for Satan.  Your volition decides which to choose.

2. There will always be someone who will try to get you to say “no” to God.  There will always be someone who can force you to say something or do something.  But no one can tell you what to think or choose.  

3. Once you make the decision to believe in Jesus Christ alone for salvation, which is the same thing as saying “yes” to God’ plan, Satan’s demons will try to make you doubt your salvation and make you doubt anything you do in God’s plan.  That is part of his strategy to confuse believers in the angelic war or conflict.  He is the master deceiver.  Isa 14:12 “How you have fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down to the earth, you who once deceived the nations!”   Rev 20:3 “He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time.”  He wants you to fall like he did even after you are saved so you will lose out on God’s blessing and reward for you.  He will bring all your sins up before God and accuse you of wrongdoing.  But guess what?  Jesus, our attorney, says, “I paid the price for this believer.  I was judged in his place.  His sins are covered by my work on the cross.  It is finished and no one can snatch him from my hands.”

4. Do you know that the elect angels are watching us to see if we choose for God?  The elect angels cheer when we use our volition to say “yes” to God.  If you have chosen God’s way and said “yes”, I believe in Jesus Christ for salvation, the elect angels clap their hands and shout for joy.  (Luke 15:10)  “In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents (changes his mind about Jesus)."   How will you choose?  Only you can decide.  Here are ways you can say “yes” to God and defeat Satan’s plans to keep you from being a winner in this world because he became ruler of the world when Adam sinned in the garden:

a. You can “yes” (by thinking to yourself), I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ alone for salvation.  

b. You can say “yes” to the personal plan God has for your life.

c. You can say “yes” by studying the Bible everyday.

1. By listening to tapes or by studying your lessons over and over.

2. By reading the verses you are learning.  

3. Most importantly by learning from the pastor you choose to study under.  This can be in a church or by listening to tapes, reading books, or by attending a bible class.

d. You can say “yes” by naming your known sins to God consistently.  Remind yourself during the day (this is rebound or confession).  (1 John 1:9).  This is the filling of the Spirit (Eph 5:18), (Gal 5:16).  Jesus commands you to do this also.  You also need this to learn the Bible and to perform Divine good everyday.  

e. You can say “yes” by treating others with kindness while you are in fellowship.  The Lord commands us to do this.  Put others needs before your own.
Please remember that Satan’s demons will do everything they can to keep you from being in God’s plan.  They key words are DOUBT and NEGATIVE VOLITION!   Don’t let it happen to you.  You will get attacked more when you are in the plan of God.  But also remember what (1 John 4:4) says: “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them (the demons), because the one (Jesus Christ) who is in you is greater than the one (Satan) who is in the world.”
Close in prayer: Father, thank you for this Bible study.  Please make this lesson very real to me and help me to pass all tests that you give me and help me overcome any attack that will come from my love of Jesus.  In His name I pray.  Amen.
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