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BIBLE CLASS September 13, 2000
Lesson 10 - Fellowship with God

Subject: Fellowship with God

Promise and memory verses: Proverbs 3:5-8 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.  Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD and turn away from evil.  It will be healing to your body, and refreshment to your inner self.  (NAS)
Fellowship with God in the Garden of Eden: Please read Genesis Chapter 2 & 3.

Fellowship with God is the key to the Spiritual life of the believer.  God is a spirit.  Jesus said in John 4:24 “God is spirit, and those (believers) who worship Him must worship in spirit (filling of the Holy Spirit, fellowship with God) and truth (the WORD of God)."  God is also perfect.  We human beings are far from perfect.  We are sinners as Paul taught in Rom 3:23 “…for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…” (NIV)  

When Adam and Eve were created and placed in the Garden of Eden by the Lord, Jesus Christ, they had a day-to-day contract with Him.  Jesus created Adam and Eve with a body, a soul and a human spirit.  They were in fellowship with Him and lived in perfection and had perfect peace as long as they obeyed Him.  You see God gave them free will.  This is also known as volition or “our decider.”  Every human being that was ever created by the Lord was given volition.  God didn’t want robots!   So he gave them the ability to choose to obey or disobey Him.  As long as they obeyed Him they had “Fellowship with Him” and were happy.

Jesus gave them full control in the garden to work it and take care of it.  They were free to eat anything they wanted.  However, there was one “no-no.”  Jesus said they could not eat the fruit from “…The tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat that fruit dying you shall surely die.”  For a long time (we are not told how long) Adam and Eve obeyed the Lord and had perfect fellowship with Him and the Lord came everyday into the garden and taught them Truth.  They understood His teaching because they had a human spirit to understand it.  Without the human spirit and fellowship with God they could not understand Jesus’ teaching.

The Lord warned Adam and Eve that if they disobeyed Him and ate from the “Tree of the knowledge of good and evil” they would die.  In fact he said they would die two times!  Not only will they die physically but they will die “spiritually” also.  In other words they would have no fellowship with Him any longer and would lose their human spirit.  

Genesis 3.  Well one day, Eve was by herself someplace in the garden when Satan, disguised as a snake came to tempt her to disobey God.  This was probably not his first visit with her but a very familiar pet.  Obviously snakes were once beautiful pets in the garden.  He urged her to eat from the forbidden tree because if she did, he told her she surely would not die and she would be just like God (Sound familiar?  Satan fell from heaven because he wanted to be just like God or better than Him!)  Satan deceived her big time! Of course the fruit looked better than ever to her and of course she wanted to be as wise as God so she gave in to Satan’s temptation and ate the forbidden fruit!  She even got Adam to eat it along with her!  But Adam knew better.  He was not deceived.  God will hold him responsible.  At the very moment each of them ate the fruit, they disobeyed God and fell out of fellowship with Him.  They sinned against God and immediately lost their human spirit and received a sin nature in its place!  They now had only a body and a soul.  They were instantly dead spiritually and eventually they would die a physical death.  

The naked bodies of Adam and Eve were never an issue in the garden before they sinned because they had no knowledge of sin or a conscience about sinning.  Afterward they immediately felt their nakedness and tried to cover themselves and hide from Jesus.  But Jesus being God and omniscient (knowing everything) knew what happened to them already.  Jesus condemned them for their disobedience and gave them punishment for their sin that would pass down to all mankind.  Jesus then expelled them immediately from the Garden of Eden.  He also punished all living things on earth.  This is all because of sin.  Sin put an impassible barrier forever between God and mankind.  This is SPIRITUAL DEATH and how it began in the world.  Adam and Eve no longer had a relationship with God and He could have nothing to do with them any longer.  They broke the day-to-day contract they had with God.  

You and I are born into the world with a sin nature inherited physically from Adam.  It is passed down from him because he was held responsible for the first sin.  Remember Eve was deceived.  Satan knew he could not convince Adam to do it because Adam had more knowledge of the Word from the Lord since he was in the garden long before Jesus made Eve.  Now what will God do to solve this problem?  

Let’s read on in Genesis 3:14-15 “So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed are you above all the livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. (15) 
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers (Jesus Christ); He (Jesus Christ) will crush your head, and you (Satan) will strike His heel."   God is talking to Satan here when He says He will send Jesus Christ, who will bring hatred between Satan’s own and mankind’s descendants.  He will send Jesus Christ who will strike or crush Satan’s head (defeat him on the cross & eventually send him to the Lake of Fire.)  God also says Satan will bruise Christ’s heel.  This describes the suffering of Christ on the cross caused by sin.  This is the first salvation passage in the Bible.  Think of it!  God gave an immediate grace solution to Adam and Eve…the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Of course Adam and Eve accepted the grace of the Gospel of Christ and became believers.  They also received their human spirit back at the moment they believed in Christ.  They also received God’s righteousness (+R) at that moment in order for us to have fellowship with God.  
This is “good news” for all who believe because salvation is free.  We don’t have to do anything but by faith recognize we are sinners (like Adam and Eve) and believe in the Lord, Jesus Christ and that He died on the cross for our sins and the sins of the whole world.  If we receive Him by faith alone as our personal Savior we become “born again” and children of God.  Gal 3:26 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus…”  We now have salvation.  This is God’s solution for man.  God wants us to be happy and in His family.

After we are saved, the Lord deals with us as His children.  We may be obedient children or we may be disobedient children just like Adam and Eve in the garden with one difference.  We can never lose our salvation because we did not have a day-to-day contract with God.  Only Adam and Eve had that.  After Adam sinned, God gave the rest of mankind a permanent solution to spiritual death that can never be removed.  John 10:28 “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. (NIV)  

If we choose to disobey God after salvation, we will lose fellowship with Him and receive His discipline.  In order to live the “spiritual life” and please God we must obey His rules and commands to remain in fellowship with Him.   When we sin (disobey God) we must confess (rebound) our sins to Him by naming them to God the Father.  1 John 9:1 “If we confess (name) our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sin and purify us from all wrongdoing. By doing this we are admitting to God that we did something to displease (sin) Him but desire to have fellowship with Him again.  

Fellowship with God taught by Jesus in the parable of the Prodigal Son: 
Luke 15:11-32. is a clear illustration of how to be in fellowship with God.  In this passage of Scripture that our Lord taught in Luke we will learn about the “lost, wasteful” son.  Let’s look at the story together…  

Luke 15:11 “A certain man had two sons.”  Notice carefully that he had two sons.  The two sons represent two types of believers in Jesus and their relationship with God the Father.

Luke 15:12 “The younger one said to his father, 'Father, give me my share of the estate.' So he divided his property between them.”   This represents God’s constant grace provision to us as believers.  As children of God, He must supply us with the everyday needs of food, shelter, clothing, transportation and many other daily needs for living.  He also supplies ALL believers’ spiritual blessings in our lifetime.  If we are living His plan for our lives, these blessings are more than you can imagine.

Luke 15:13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country (represents the cosmic system of this world, over which Satan rules) and there lost all his wealth in wild living (carnality.)   This shows clearly the volition or free will of the younger son.  God always lets us as believers choose how we will use the blessings and grace that He has given us.  Remember no robots here.  

Luke 15:14-16 “After losing his wealth, there was a very bad famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need.  So he went and got a job with someone living in that country (an unbeliever living in Satan’s cosmic system) who put him into the fields to feed pigs.  He (being very hungry) longed to fill his stomach with the slop the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything.”   Jesus is teaching that all the money this son had did not make him happy.  He spent all of his money and ended up working for a farmer and feeding pigs (this is about as low as he could get without begging on the street.)  He was so desperate that he was ready to eat the slop that he was feeding the pigs but no one cared about his needs.  

This represents carnal living (no rebound or confession of sins) in the cosmic system of Satan where you are never satisfied no matter how much you have.  You can never be happy for long in the cosmic system.  Now God the Father allowed him to go his own way just like he lets us get out of fellowship with Him because we want our own way.  He allows us to do this to learn how gracious He is when we confess (rebound) our sins to Him and get back in fellowship with Him.  He always forgives and forgets because Jesus paid the price for our sins on the cross!   As long as we recognize that we sin and name the sins to God the Father, He will always restore us to fellowship with Him.

Luke 15: 17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired men have food to spare, and here I am starving to death!’   Suddenly, the young son remembers (he is thinking about and using the Bible doctrine in his soul that he had learned at home) all the good things he had at home and how foolish he is to be starving when all he has to do is return home to his father’s house (rebound-back into fellowship) where there is everything he needs and wants.  A believer out of fellowship is just as foolish and miserable as the Prodigal (wasteful) Son.  When we have had all we can take…out of fellowship…we also will remember how wonderful it was to be back in the place of blessing rather than in a place of discipline.  Don’t stay out of fellowship too long though.  If you do stay out for very long periods, the discipline gets worse and worse and it becomes harder to remember the Bible lessons we have in our souls.  You do not want this…it hurts too much!

Luke 15:18 “…Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.”  The Prodigal son had made the important decision to get out of the “pig pen” (the cosmic system-carnality) and go back to his father.  This is rebound, confession of his sin to God the Father.  Note: he did this in his mind by thinking.  He made the decision in his mind before he acted upon it.

Luke 15:19 “I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of your hired men.”  Now we see the Prodigal son letting his emotions getting in the way of his thinking.  Even though the statement made by the son is true, the father-son relationship he has could not be changed no matter what they may want to do about it!  In regards to our own relationship with God the Father, none of us is worthy, but it isn’t who and what we are that is important…it is WHO and WHAT the Lord, JESUS is…that is the issue!  

Luke 15:20-24 “
So he got up and went to his father.  But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.  The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  But the father said to his servants, 'Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let's have a feast and celebrate.  
For this son of mine was dead and now is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate.”  This shows us God’s attitude towards us when we confess (rebound) our sins to him…His attitude is always GRACE!  Grace is everything God gives us that we cannot earn or deserve grace.  Christianity is God doing all the work and believers receiving God’s grace through His plan for us.  Religion is man working for God.  God doesn’t need us…WE NEED HIM!  God is perfect.  Man is totally imperfect and needs God.  Just like the Prodigal son, we do NOT earn or deserve anything form God, but he gives us EVERYTHING!

Luke 15:25-30 … "The older brother became angry and refused to go in.  So his father went out and pleaded with him.  But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders.  Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends.”…  Now we see the older brother get out of fellowship because he is full of jealousy and envy.  (Like the Jews hating the Gentiles because God replaced the Jews with the Gentiles to bring the Gospel to the world!  This was due to the Jews rejection of Jesus Christ.  This started the dispensation of the Church Age that we live in today.)  Is this your attitude toward other Christians who benefit from living in God’s plan?

Luke 15:31-32 “'my son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours.  But we had to 
celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead (spiritually dead) and is alive again; he was lost (carnal) and is found (back in fellowship with God).'"  The father’s attitude of grace is given to BOTH of his sons.  We learn from this parable that God is immutable (never changing).  He loves us with a perfect love, and ALWAYS forgives us when we confess our sins to Him.  

When we become believers by receiving Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, we receive at that very moment God’s righteousness (+R) (which is His perfect goodness) along with the righteousness of Jesus Christ.  When God looks at us he sees that +R in us.  It is a seal that we are his.  Our souls are stamped and lighted by His +R.  He can love nothing in us but this perfect +R that we received from Him as a mark that we are His children.  This is the GRACE of God.  It is not anything we have but what God has given us to be in His family.  Don’t close the door on that +R by sinning and staying out of fellowship.  Rebound and open the door of fellowship with God.  Walk in the Light of God’s righteousness.  

If you will read all of the verses in Luke chapter 15, and see the explanation of them in our lesson, you will have a good understanding of the importance of confessing our sins to God the Father.  This will keep you in constant fellowship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  “Fellowship with God” is also what it means to be “filled with the Holy Spirit”, “living the Christian life”, and “walking in the Light.”   

Questions & Answers to Study
1. Why does a Christian get out of fellowship with the Lord?  Because we have a sin nature and naturally want to disobey God.

2. Does getting out of fellowship mean we have lost our salvation?  Never!  John 10:28 “I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.”  Once we have put our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, He will discipline us when we sin because we are His children who are disobedient, but we are still His children and always will be.  We have His righteousness (+R).  

3. What does the Lord do when we are out of fellowship with Him?  He disciplines us so we will rebound and get back in fellowship with Him.

4. What can we do to keep from being disciplined?  Stay in fellowship with God.  Learn God’s Word and obey His rules for our lives.  Be obedient.

5.  What about the sins we have forgotten to confess?  When we forget some sin or do not realize we have done something we are not aware is a sin, when we confess or rebound He is faithful and just to forgive us all our wrongdoing.  We are responsible and accountable to God for all decisions we made to sin even if we don’t know it is a sin.  He knows your intention to confess so He forgives all! I John 1:9 “
If we confess 

        our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”
If you listen and understand God’s Word through the “filling of the Holy Spirit”, you will soon begin to find out what God wants your life to be.  When you hear, believe and use what God tells you, through His Word, you will begin to think the way He thinks and that will be the greatest reward you will ever have because God will give you INNER PEACE AND HAPPINESS!

Close in Prayer: Father, thank you for every provision we will ever need to live the plan you have for us.  Help us to stay in fellowship by reminding us to confess our sins regularly so that we can glorify you each day you give us.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
Lighthouse Christian Youth Ministry, 2900 NE 33rd St., Lighthouse Point, FL 33064

Phone 954-943-5633, email lcyministry@attbi.com or website marilyn@lighthousechristianyouth.org
Lighthouse Christian Youth Ministry, 2900 NE 33rd St., Lighthouse Point, FL 33064

Phone 954-943-5633, email lcyministry@attbi.com or website marilyn@lighthousechristianyouth.org

