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Lesson 11 - Carnality


Subject: Carnality

Promise and Memory verse: Rom 5:5 “all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” (NIV)

We know from our previous lessons that in order to be in “fellowship with God” or to be “filled with the Holy Spirit” we must confess or name our sins to God the Father.  This is what we call “rebound.”

When we are out of fellowship we are said to be CARNAL or in a state of CARNALITY.  It means having no spiritual interest, spiritual death or being spiritually dead.  We look at life from a human viewpoint only not from God’s viewpoint.  The moment we sin (everyone who ever lived sins, believers and unbelievers) we become “carnal” or “spiritually dead.”  The moment we rebound we are back in fellowship with God and filled with the spirit.  In other words, we are either spiritual or carnal at any moment of any day.  We are either thinking human viewpoint or divine viewpoint at any moment of any day…in God’s plan or out…black or white.  There is no in between in the life we live on earth.

If you are positive to God’s plan for your life and take in and learn Bible doctrine everyday, your soul becomes more and more saturated with the Word and you become more and more aware of your sinning.  You will rebound more often and therefore, stay in fellowship with God more.  You will be more spiritual than carnal.  As a baby believer taking in the Word you will probably be more carnal than spiritual.  But as you grow up in the Word and become more and more mature that will change.    

Let’s look at Solomon, King David’s son.  He is a good example of how a believer thinks and acts when he is out of fellowship with the Lord.  Solomon was one of David’s younger sons with Bathsheba.  The Lord told David that Solomon would follow him as ruler over the nation Israel.

Solomon was the wisest and wealthiest man who ever lived and who ever will live, because he asked for wisdom to rule God’s people, Israel in 2 Chronicles 1:10 “Give me wisdom and knowledge, that I may lead this people, for who is able to govern this great people of yours?"   Solomon was asking God for the wisdom and knowledge to do a good job because it was almost impossible in Solomon’s eyes for anyone to do the job!

God answered Solomon in 2 Kings 3:11-12 and in 2 Chronicles 1:10-12 “God said to Solomon, "Since this is your heart's desire and you have not asked for wealth, riches or honor, nor for the death of your enemies, and since you have not asked for a long life but for wisdom and knowledge to govern my people over whom I have made you king, therefore wisdom and knowledge will be given you. And I will also give you wealth, riches and honor, such as no king who was before you ever had and none after you will have."  Not only did God answer his prayer, He gave Solomon much more than he asked for.  God knew the desire of Solomon’s heart.  From the Bible doctrine in his soul (taught to him by his father, David), Solomon truly wanted to do God’s will.  But God also warned Solomon to obey His Word.  Being in God’s will and plan is being obedient.  Remember Adam’s day-to-day contract with God.  As long as he obeyed God, he had perfect happiness and knew nothing of Satan’s world…the cosmic system.  That all changed when he sinned in the garden.  We inherited Adam’s sin when we were born.  Now we are learning what we are like when we sin.

Sadly, even though Solomon had every possible earthly blessing plus great wisdom, his mind turned away from the Lord at many times in his life.  Most of the 40 years that he ruled Israel; he was a great ruler (he lived by the established rules God laid down for Israel).  Even though God gave Solomon great wisdom, he used human viewpoint not divine viewpoint many times when he was out of fellowship.  Solomon had a sin nature, too.  His sin nature had an area of weakness.  His gave into his area of weakness many times in sin.  He loved wisdom (human knowledge) and God gave it to him.  But he relied many times on the human wisdom instead of God’s divine wisdom (which he had also.)  He loved riches and pleasure and God gave him plenty…more than any man ever had.  He sought happiness from them but did not find it.  He loved the ladies just like his father, David.  But Solomon wanted many more ladies than David ever did and like his father he married them legitimately to please God’s!  Or so he thought!  (God only allows one woman for one man.)  Solomon had 700 wives!!!  Many of these wives were given to him to keep peace among the other nations around him because he was so powerful.  Even though he married them, it was still wrong in the eyes of God and eventually these wives turned his mind away from the one true God.  “Bad” always influences “good.”  Never the other way around.  So Solomon started to build temples to the false gods (idols) many of his wives worshipped (cursed by association with these wives).  As an old man, he went into these temples and bowed down to these false idols.  You see Solomon was frantically searching for anything to make him happy except the one thing that could have…God’s divine wisdom, God’s plan for his life…staying in fellowship with Him.  

So God severely disciplined Solomon.  As a child of God we get punished when we are out of fellowship with him.  Sometimes we make ourselves so miserable that God doesn’t have to give us any more punishment because we punish ourselves so much in our miserable state of mind.  This is self-induced misery.
Solomon wrote the Book of Ecclesiastes at the end of his life after he confessed his sin to God and realized how much time he wasted in running after the things of this world for happiness.  He tells us about the things he substituted for having fellowship with God…he was looking for happiness, and didn’t find it in any of these things he tried.  They are found in Ecclesiastes 2:1-11.  “I thought in my heart (mind), "Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out what is good."  But that also proved to be meaningless.  "Laughter," I said, "is foolish.  And what does pleasure accomplish?"  I tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly…my mind still guiding me with wisdom (human viewpoint.)   I wanted to see what was worthwhile for men to do under heaven during the few days of their lives.  I undertook great projects: I built houses for myself and planted vineyards.  I made gardens and parks and planted all kinds of fruit trees in them.  I made reservoirs to water groves of flourishing trees.  I bought male and female slaves and had other slaves who were born in my house.  I also owned more herds and flocks than anyone in Jerusalem before me.  I amassed silver and gold for myself, and the treasure of kings and provinces.  I acquired male and female singers and a harem as well…the delights of the heart of man.  I became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before me.  In all this my wisdom stayed with me.  I denied myself nothing my eyes desired; I refused my heart no pleasure.  My heart took delight in all my work, and this was the reward for all my labor.  Yet when I surveyed all that my hands had done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind; nothing was gained under the sun.”
At the end of the book of Ecclesiastes, we find Solomon back in fellowship with God again, and he tells us what is really important in life:  Eccl. 12:1,  “Remember your Creator (Lord, Jesus Christ) in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come and the years approach when you will say, "I find no pleasure in them"… and in Eccl 12:9-14 “Not only was the Teacher wise, but also he imparted knowledge to the people. He pondered and searched out and set in order many proverbs.  The Teacher searched to find just the right words, and what He wrote was upright and true (Bible doctrine.)  The words of the wise are like goads (prodding sticks to get something going), their collected sayings like firmly embedded nails…given by one Shepherd (Lord, Jesus Christ.)  Be warned, my son, of anything in addition to them. Of making many books (human wisdom) there is no end and much study wearies the body.  Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear (respect) God and keep (obey) His commandments, for this is the whole [duty] of man.  For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil.”
We can learn much from the Book of Proverbs also written by Solomon.  Solomon was the human author of many of the proverbs and much of what he learned came from the excellent training (Bible doctrine) he received in his youth from his father, David.

Both David and Solomon tell us in the scriptures that a knowledge of God’s Word is the most important thing in life for the Christian.  Not only a knowledge of God’s Word but living God’s Word everyday.  That means confessing your sins as soon as possible.  Don’t wait.  Spend your days being blessed by God, not punished by God.  When you confess and keep short accounts of your sins to God, he will do one of 3 things:

1. Remove the discipline.

2. Lesson the discipline.

3. Give you the discipline but turn it into blessing for you at the end.

Let’s close with the following scripture from the Apostle John:   

I John 3:1 “How great is the love the Father has lavished (poured) on us, that we should be called children of God!  And that is what we are! …”

Questions

1. What 4 things must you do to live God’s plan for your life? 

a. Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior and that He was God’s son, died on the Cross for our sins and rose again to life after He died on the Cross.
b. Study God’s Word everyday by a pastor in Church, by tapes, books, or Bible lessons.
c. Rebound (Confess) your sins as often as possible to be in fellowship with God.
d. Obey God’s Word and apply it everyday in your lives.

2. Can you as a Christian believer have lasting happiness when you are out of fellowship with God?  NO!  Only God can give you true and permanent, inner happiness and peace through His plan.
3. What were some of the substitutes Solomon tried to use in place of having fellowship with the Lord?  Solomon used the following things as a substitute for fellowship with God. 
a. Wisdom (human intelligence or knowledge)
b. Great riches and wealth
c. Fun and good times
d. Food and wine
e. Owning servants
f. Listening to music
g. Having many wives and children
h. Jewelry
Close in prayer: Father, thank you for our study today.  Please help me to constantly confess my sins daily to stay in fellowship with you.  Help me to grow spiritually and to honor and obey you always.  In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen.
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