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BIBLE CLASS December 13, 2000

Lesson 12 - The Plan of God – Introduction – Let’s Give God a Hearing

Subject: Let’s Give God a Hearing 

Promise verses: Heb 4:12 “For the Word of God is alive and powerful. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit (human), joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes (intentions) of the heart.”

2 Tim 3:16-17 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God (God-breathed), and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, so that the man of God (believer in the Lord, Jesus Christ) may be thoroughly equipped for every good work (God’s plan for your life).”  (NIV)

Vocabulary

Empiricism – The belief that experience especially of the senses (what you see, hear, smell, taste or touch), is the single source of knowledge.

Rationalism - Determines reality through reason.

Faith – Determines reality through confidence in the authority or truth of someone.

What We Believe.
This is the beginning of your basic study course in the Plan of God.  Sound like school?  This is the best school you will ever attend and the easiest because you do not have to depend on your IQ or any talent on your part to learn it.  God is the author of the PLAN, Jesus Christ, God’s Son, fulfills the Plan and God the Holy Spirit teaches the Plan to you.  Our textbook is the BIBLE.  God does NOT reveal His plan to us today through visions, voices, dreams, or any form of direct revelation as He did to the Old Testament prophets and the New Testament apostles.  The Scripture is our ONLY source of information about God’s Plan.  All of God’s revealed TRUTH or doctrine is found in the BIBLE.

Why should you believe the Bible?  Though Christians believe the Bible is the Word of God, it is pretty obvious that the world in general does not pay any attention to what the Bible says.  So again, why should we believe the Bible?

To answer this question, let’s start our course by examining six introductory considerations about God.  We are not trying to prove these considerations, but we are just stating them.  We are going to examine them logically and clearly.  Logic is rational intelligent thinking.  It is reasoning.  Now these six considerations are important for you to understand the Plan of God.

First Consideration: GOD EXISTS
Let’s assume God exists for our study whether you believe it or not.  Now what makes you believe anything?  There are three basic systems of human perception or belief.  

1. Rationalism - determines reality through reason or rational thinking (more detailed below.) 

2. Empiricism - determines reality through the senses that is what you see, hear, taste, touch or smell (more detailed below.)  

3. Faith - determines reality through confidence in the authority or truth of someone.    

Every day of your life you rely on all three of these systems of belief.  They are all legitimate systems.  They are used for everything you learn in life not just Bible doctrine or God.  They are used for creating, discovering as well as learning in general.  The system you rely on the most will affect your understanding of reality.

Now when I say, “God exists,” I mean that I personally believe by faith that He exists, that He always existed and that He had no beginning.  He is not a thing I imagined.  I believe He really exists.  I believe it because the Bible tells me this.  The Bible reveals that God exists.

Second Consideration: GOD REVEALS HIMSELF
If God exists, all-powerful (omnipotent) and sovereign (supreme ruler), then it follows rational thinking that God had something to do with our being here.  If God created man, logically He should reveal himself to humanity.  If God has always existed and He created humanity, then it follows that He will reveal Himself to us and He must reveal Himself in a way that man can understand.

Third Consideration: GOD MAKES SENSE

If you continue with this study, you will learn that God reveals Himself to us in a way that makes sense.  God is not the author of confusion or vagueness. I am going to add something to this consideration: God makes organized sense because God is totally organized.  And God’s organized sense is presented in the form of a plan we can understand.

Fourth Consideration: GOD HAS A PLAN
God not only has a plan, but His plan is PERFECT and His plan includes you!  The next consideration shifts to you.

Fifth Consideration: YOU ARE THE OBJECT OF GOD’S PLAN
If you say, “I am a person, I am a human being, I belong to the human race,” then you can say, “God has a personal plan for me.”  That is why you are here on earth.  

Here is the point: If there is a God, if He has revealed Himself, if He makes sense, if He has a perfect plan, and if He has a perfect plan for every human being, including you, then you owe it to God to hear Him out!  So let’s give God a hearing.
Sixth Consideration: YOU OWE IT TO GOD TO HEAR HIM OUT
Notice the word “hear.”  It does not require anything of you to listen.  Just to open your mind.  No gimmicks here.  I only want to give you information God has provided through the Bible.  All you have to do is listen to what God says through His Word.  You have nothing to give Him except a hearing.  You have the choice to listen or not.  It is up to you.  The choice is yours alone.  

This may be very different from what you are used to especially if you have been exposed to “religion.”  Religion is man’s attempt to gain a relationship with God or the attention of God by man’s own works or deeds.  Religion clouds the plan of God and deceives the human race.  Religion was designed by Satan to make you antagonistic toward the biblical plan of God.  
Notice I said religion, not Christianity.  Biblical Christianity strongly states that only the work of God through Jesus Christ provides the means of salvation and an eternal relationship with God.  As the light of the world, Jesus Christ lights up the plan of God.  John 8:12 “When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life."  Christianity openly teaches to the human race God’s way of salvation for them.

In summary let’s review the points in our introduction.

1. God exists.
2. God reveals Himself.

3. God makes sense.

4. God has a plan.

5. You are the object of God’s plan.

6. You owe it to God to listen to Him about the plan.

If you accept these considerations as true, then you realize that God does have a plan for you.  But, remember God’s perfect plan must compete with your flaws, imperfections, and wrongdoings.  Your human nature is so far beneath God’s perfect standard of righteousness (perfect goodness) that you can have no fellowship with Him.  Since you cannot associate with God in your spiritually bad condition, God must find a way to bring you to Himself.  God designed a three-part grace plan so you might come to Him.


Part One - Salvation


Part Two – Your lifetime as a believer


Part Three – Eternity

Before we learn all of these parts or phases to God’s plan for your life we are going to learn what went on before the creation of the human race.

Since our textbook is the Bible and since there are three different basic systems of belief, we will learn about the Bible and these systems of belief first.  You must know why you believe something and you must believe that your textbook, the Bible is the Truth.  We will look at all these belief systems and the Bible in your next lesson (13).
Close in prayer: Father, thank you for your plan and the revelation of your plan through your Word.  Thank you for providing everything we will need to fulfill your plan.  Help us to carry it out in our lives.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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