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Before you can begin your study, you must first of all recognize that we have certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts a rule or standard (here it is God’s rule and standard…His Word) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand God’s Word); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you must be sure to name your sins privately to God the Father: I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)  You will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn Bible doctrine from the Word of God. John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." (NIV)

However, if you have never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.

John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)

Eph 2:8-9

8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and not from yourselves, it is the gift of God,

9   not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)
John 3:16-18

16  "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.

17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

John 6:40

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 11:25-26

25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

John 14:6

Jesus answered, "I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 2:21

‘And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Acts 4:12

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 16:31

31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household." 

Rom 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NIV)

Let us pray: Father, I pray that God the Holy Spirit will enlighten me as I study your word today.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
Subject: The Bible and the Doctrine of Inspiration by God the Holy Spirit 

THE BIBLE, THE CANON OF SCRIPTURE
The Bible is the most precious and most important record this world has ever known or will ever know.  It is an unusual book.  It is a supernatural book and a wonderful book and cannot be compared to any other book on earth.  The contents of the Bible make clear that it has to be supernatural in its origin because the Bible includes revelation beyond our knowledge or ability to have that knowledge.  The Bible presents God’s point of view of human activity and history, which would be impossible to learn unless God Himself revealed it.  In order to understand how we got our Bible, it is necessary that we consider the factor that makes this Book what it claims to be…the written WORD OF GOD!  Because the Bible is the source of Christian Faith, it is very important how we regard the Bible, how we can discover the truths revealed in the Bible and to what extent we can understand what the Bible teaches.  The Bible is also known as “the Canon of Scripture,” “Scripture,” “Truth,” “the Word”, and “Doctrine.”  Look at the following facts about the Bible.
1. The Bible is our source of information about God…who He is and what He has done for us.
2. The Bible is the Revelation of man…his character, history and spiritual needs.

3. The Bible tells us about God’s plan of salvation, which provides forgiveness and renewal for man in his sinful situation to those who recognize that they are sinners.

4. The Bible reveals what God’s laws of “right” and “wrong” are and what His will is for His creatures.

5. The Bible charts and reveals the course of our future into eternity.

Your Christian faith is the confidence for a future in eternity as well as a fulfillment of a spiritual life on earth.  In order to have this confidence and in order to be a winner in God’s plan for your life you must learn what the Bible teaches about this information and that the Bible is the only source for this information.  I cannot tell you enough how important it is to know the contents of what God has in store for you in His plan for your life.  

The Bible in not only supernatural in its origin but also supernatural in its truth, dealing with subjects such as salvation, forgiveness, righteousness, spiritual restoration (rebound and the filling of the Spirit,) and hope (confidence) for eternity security and rewards for the believer.  To contain the information from eternity past to eternity future and everything in between obviously requires divine revelation.  The Bible is the only reliable source for information regarding eternal salvation and the alternative to salvation…eternal condemnation.  (John 3:36) “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him."    While eternal salvation is as easy as (Acts 16:31) "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household."), the study and understanding of salvation’s many sides and consequences can become very complex.  Most importantly the Bible contains vital information for the believer in time.  

My purpose is to show you how we acquired this great document from its very origin to the printed page, and to present its relationship to history and its effects upon mankind.  This study should give you a deeper appreciation and respect for the Word of God as your most priceless possession.
As mentioned earlier the Bible is a supernatural book guided by the Holy Spirit and supports its claim by the facts that will be presented in these lessons.  Even though God used human authors and the Bible clearly states this, they were so guided by the Holy Spirit that what they wrote was the truth as God wanted it to be said, and they were kept from the error of including anything that was unnecessary or not supposed to be included.

The Bible Existed in Eternity Past
 Before it was ever written down in time, the Bible existed.    Proverbs 8:22-31 “The Lord brought me (wisdom, Truth, Bible doctrine) forth as the first of His works, before his deeds of old; (23) I was appointed from eternity, from the beginning, before the world began.  (24) When there were no oceans, I was given birth, when there were no springs abounding with water; (25)  before the mountains were settled in place, before the hills, I was given birth, (26)  before He made the earth or its fields or any of the dust of the world.  (27) I was there when He set the heavens in place, when He marked out the horizon on the face of the deep, (28) when He established the clouds above and fixed securely the fountains of the deep, (29) 
when He gave the sea its boundary so the waters would not overstep His command, and when He marked out the foundations of the earth.  (30) Then I was the craftsman at His side. I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing always in His presence, (31) rejoicing in His whole world and delighting in mankind. 
Revelation from God through the Holy Spirit Before the Bible Was In Writing
Before the Bible was in writing for mankind to read and understand, the Holy Spirit revealed its doctrines to members of the human race.  He is the agent of all the revelation of Truth before and after the Bible was in writing.   There was no written Scripture at all until the time of Moses.  


2 Sam 23:2 "The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me; His word was on my tongue.”  

Ezek 2:2 “ 
As He spoke, the Spirit came into me and raised me to my feet, and I heard Him speaking to me.”


Ezek 8:3 “ 
He stretched out what looked like a hand and took me by the hair of my head. The Spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven and in visions of God He took me to Jerusalem, to the entrance to the north gate of the inner court, where the idol that provokes to jealousy stood.”


Ezek 11:1 “Then the Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the gate of the house of the Lord that faces east. There at the entrance to the gate were twenty-five men, and I saw among them Jaazaniah son of Azzur and Pelatiah son of Benaiah, leaders of the people.”


Ezek 11:24 “The Spirit lifted me up and brought me to the exiles in Babylonia in the vision given by the Spirit of God. Then the vision I had seen went up from me,”


Micah 3:8 “But as for me, I am filled with power, with the Spirit of the Lord, and with justice and might, to declare to Jacob his transgression, to Israel his sin.”


Heb 3:7-8 “So, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you hear His voice,


8 do not harden your hearts…” 
Four Other Ways God Revealed the Truth in the Old Testament besides Scripture

1. The spoken Word.  Isa 6:8-10 “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, "Whom shall I send?  And who will go for us?" And I said, "Here am I. Send me!"  (9) He said, "Go and tell this people: "'Be ever hearing, but never understanding; be ever seeing, but never perceiving.'  (10) Make the heart of this people calloused; make their ears dull and close their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed."  
2. Dreams.  Gen 31:24  
Then God came to Laban the Aramean in a dream at night and said to him, "Be careful not to say anything to Jacob, either good or bad."  (Gen 15:12) (Gen 31:10-13) (Num 12:6) (Dan 10:9)
3. Visions.  I King 22:19  “
Micaiah continued, "Therefore hear the word of the Lord: I saw the Lord sitting on His throne with all the host of heaven standing around Him on His right and on His left.”  (Isa 1:1, 6:1)
4. Angelic teaching.  Deut 33:2 “
He said: "The Lord came from Sinai and dawned over them from Seir; He shone forth from Mount Paran. He came with myriads of holy ones (angels) from the south, from His mountain slopes.”  (Acts 7:53) (Gal 3:19)
THE DOCTRINE OF INSPRIRATION BY GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT
In order to understand how we got our Bible, it is necessary that we consider the factor that makes this Book what it claims to be…the written Word of God.  2 Pet 1:20-21 “…knowing this first that no prophecy of Scripture originates from one’s own disclosure.”  (21)  “For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but holy men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.”   (This figure of speech is of a man in a boat who was traveling to a destination. While he has human freedom within the boat to move around, when the boat arrives, he arrives at the destination.)

This verse states that God the Holy Spirit directed the 40 writers of Scripture over a period of 1500 years without changing their personalities, their vocabularies, their frame of references or their emotional patterns, to write down God’s complete and connected thought toward man in their own languages and style of writing.  As a result we actually have in Scripture the thinking of Christ…the Word of God…the divine viewpoint as it is expressed in human terms (man’s own words) under the principle of “inspiration.”  

The only view of inspiration that the Bible supports and that really answers the problem of inspiration is the concept that while the Bible was written by human authors who had human characteristics, the very words of Scripture were fully inspired by God, so that they are infallible (not able to make mistakes), that is, they never will fail, and they are inerrant (never say something is true when it is false).  

The doctrine of inspiration applies only to the original languages of Scripture and guarantees their accuracy.  Believe it or not, the Bible was NOT written in English!  The Bible was written in two (3) major languages…Hebrew in the Old Testament with a few portions written in Aramaic, and in the ancient Greek languages in the New Testament.  Whoever the human author was, he was writing in the language he and most of the people of his day spoke at the time of writing.  In the fifteenth century B.C. Moses wrote the first five books of the Old Testament and was probably the best-educated man of his day, having studied under tutors in the royal palace of Egypt.  The authors also included great men like Joshua, and those who were chosen of God to be prophets, like Samuel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and Ezekiel.  Some of the authors were like David, who started as a shepherd but became King of Israel.  While king he wrote many of the Psalms in the form of poetry and music to give a rich background to the truth of the Bible.  Some of the writers were farmers, some were warriors, and some were fishermen.  Luke was a physician.  There was not very much that tied these men together except that they all wrote a portion of the Truth contained in the Bible.  

Here are some examples of their writings and what they were inspired to say:


2 Sam 23:1-2 “
These are the last words of David: "The oracle (divine prophesy) of David son of Jesse, the oracle (divine prophesy) of the man exalted by the Most High, the man anointed by the God of Jacob, Israel's singer of songs: (
2) "The Spirit of the Lord spoke through me; His word was on my tongue.

Isa 59:21 
"As for me, this is my covenant with them," says the Lord. "My Spirit, who is on you, and my words that I have put in your mouth will not depart from your mouth, or from the mouths of your children, or from the mouths of their descendants from this time on and forever," says the Lord. 


Jer 1:9 “
Then the Lord reached out His hand and touched my mouth and said to me, "Now, I have put my words in your mouth.”


Matt 22:42-44 “What do you think about the Christ? Whose son is He?" "The son of David," they replied.


43 He said to them, "How is it then that David, speaking by the Spirit, calls him 'Lord'? For He says,


44
 "'The Lord said to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet." '


Acts 4:24-25 “When they heard this, they raised their voices together in prayer to God. "Sovereign Lord," they said, "you (Jesus Christ) made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and everything in them.


25 “You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father David…”


Psalm 102:1 “Hear my prayer, O Lord; let my cry for help come to you. Do not hide your face from me when I am in distress.  Turn your ear to me; when I call, answer me quickly.”

The process of inspiration is beyond our understanding.  Believers accept it by faith.  In reading the Scripture, however, it becomes clear that inspiration did not stop human expression.  In many of the Psalms are recorded the writer’s fears, doubts, prayers, inner turmoil, and struggles.  This is all by divine design and actually shows the situation and helps the student to understand something of the spiritual struggles that every godly person (believer positive to God’s plan for his life) goes through.  

The authors of the Bible do not claim to be men of supernatural knowledge, and they freely admit that God is the source of their information.  This is brought out in a central text that states in 2 Tim 3:16 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God (God-breathed), and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,  The claim in this verse is that all of Scripture comes from God, who guided the men who wrote it.  This was a supernatural process that human minds cannot understand, but the practical effect was that the writers wrote what they were thinking, but their thinking was so guided by God the Holy Spirit that the very words they used to express the truth were exactly what God wanted them to be.

Let’s break 2 Tim 3:16 down and explain it.  “All Scripture” includes both the Old and New Testaments.  “All scripture” is given by inspiration of God” and says literally in the Greek, “All scripture is “GOD-BREATHED” and involves both “inhale” and “exhale.”  The true meaning of inspiration is this:  God’s thoughts, His doctrines, His plan, His promises and everything that God wanted us to know was communicated to the human authors of Scripture and in the power of the Holy Spirit, they recorded this revelation in writing.  
In the “inhale,” God the Holy Spirit communicated to the writers of the Scripture, like Paul or David, God’s complete and logical message (information He wanted us to have.) 

Now the result of the “inhale” is the “exhale.”  In the “exhale,” the human writers wrote without waiving their human intelligence, their vocabulary, their personal feelings, their literary style, their personality or individuality, God’s complete message to mankind.  It was permanently recorded with perfect accuracy and in the original languages of Scripture.  In the actual writing of the Bible, sometimes the writers had other manuscripts before them that contained facts about the past.  The Bible, however, was not a copy of these books.  Rather, the authors selected what was true through the inspiration of God the Holy Spirit, and the result was a fresh, unique, authoritative word about God’s Truth.  

In the second half of this verse in 2nd Timothy, he lists four categories of benefits from the Scriptures:


1.  DOCTRINE:  Doctrine is the mind of Christ 1 Cor 2:16 "For who has known the mind (thinking) of the Lord that he may instruct Him?" But we have the mind (thinking) of Christ.”   Doctrine is the sum total of the divine viewpoint of life.  It teaches about God, morals, virtue, salvation, sin, and the confidence for our future in time and eternity.  Therefore, the divine viewpoint of life becomes the whole reason for us to live our lives in the plan of God in time and should be our confidence for the future. Isa 55:8-9: "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the Lord.  (9) “As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  


2.  REPROOF:  When you study the Bible and hear it taught, you are often reproved (reprimanded or scolded) by it.  This means the Bible will find fault with you and every other human being who was ever created.  Sometimes you probably think your pastor or teacher is talking directly to you.  But he is talking in general about all mankind.  When you study the Word, it usually uncovers areas of weakness that we have and shows us where we have failed.  Just remember, God is talking to all of us.  What I want to make clear here is that the Word scolds us and tells us to shape up and rightly so.  It shows us where we are wrong as well as where we are right according to God’s standards.


3.  CORRECTION:  Reproving, reprimanding or scolding should always lead to correction!  When the Bible corrects you, it does it so you will make the corrections and apply them to your life to enjoy perfect happiness, peace and stability.  These corrections are great operating assets for your life…and you cannot go wrong if you apply them.  They are absolutely necessary to fulfill the Plan of God for your personal life and you must apply them in the filling of the Spirit.  They answer the question, “How can a person who is not doing the will of God correct his life and make it correspond to the will of God?”

4. INSTRUCTION IN RIGHTEOUSNESS:  This includes the entire scope of the Gospel and shows how God can take a sinner and make him righteous through the work of Christ.  2 Tim 3:17 “…So that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work (divine good.
What is Timothy telling us that the profit and purpose of Scripture is?  He is telling us that the profit and purpose of Scripture (the end result) are to give the believer what he needs to live the spiritual life to maturity and be completely “equipped” for all “Good Works” (divine good) into which God leads him.  The believer must of course be filled with the Spirit to produce this divine good to know where God will lead him.  That means rebound (confession) of sin consistently while studying scripture and applying what you learned in everyday life.  

In the original Greek, the word used for “completely equipped” is in the present tense, and means “equipped in the past with the result that the believer keeps on being equipped.”  So we see here that the Scriptures contain all the information that is necessary for the believer to produce divine good for as long as he is alive on earth.

The Extent of Inspiration

IN THE UNKNOWN PAST
The Bible tells us of events in history that are not known to us and that were never written down.  Gen 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (NIV)  Inspiration by the Holy Spirit guarantees the truth of these events.  For example, in Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28, we have two accounts of the fall of Satan.  We of course were not present to witness these events.  Satan existed long before man was created; yet we have in writing, with perfect accuracy, all of what God wants us to know about Satan’s fall.  There are also several accounts of the creation of the universe.  These are found in the Scriptures from Genesis to Isaiah and to Colossians Chapter one.  We would have no way of knowing these events about Satan or creation if God Himself did not provide the information in the Scriptures.  Now in perfect accuracy through inspiration we know about eternity past.  God gives us the following:

IN ANCIENT HISTORY 

The Bible is not a history textbook but it records perfectly many events of history.  All these recorded events are necessary and form the background to for communication of Bible doctrine.  In other words you have to know the background history at the time that each book or epistle was written.  This is called in Theology, “isagogics.”  Isagogics are what all pastors should use when teaching the Bible to their congregation.  Isagogics is part of what is called “I.C.E. TEACHING.”  The initials I.C.E. stand for the following:


The “I” is for “Isagogics” and is the historical setting at the time of the writing of the books or letters etc. of the Bible.


The “C” is for “Categories” and is the classification of the Biblical doctrine according to whatever subject is being taught.


The “E” is for “Exegesis” and is the grammar and etymology (where each word of the original languages come from) of the words used in recording the Bible. 

Twenty-five or thirty years ago many scholars of history teamed up with certain archaeologists and said the Bible was in error with regard to certain parts of its history.  This most certainly was inspired by Satan. Since there were no records to prove the accuracy of certain Biblical passages regarding history, they claimed those events never occurred.  Since then, however, there have been numerous discoveries from the ancient world, including the translation of Ugaritic (pagan Canaanitish literature) and the excavation of Troy, the ancient city.  These historical records that had been discovered bear out and actually demonstrate the perfect accuracy of the Scripture.

IN INDIVIDUAL AND NATIONAL LAW
Laws pertaining to individuals and to the nation are found in certain portions of the Bible.  For instance, there is the Law of Volition that is the first of the four (4) divine institutions (laws of divine establishment.)  God gave us free will or volition to decide to depend upon God or to act independently of Him.  We also find the Laws of Marriage, Family and Nations, which make up the rest of God’s divine institutions.

In addition to the divine institutions, there are many more laws found in Scripture.  One of them is the Mosaic Law that contains laws within laws (the Mosaic Law contains the 10 commandments.)  Inspiration of Scripture guarantees that these are divine laws.  It is to our benefit that these laws be obeyed and lived by.   These laws represent and express God’s perfect character and His attributes or essence and His will for the people to whom they were given.  The repetition of these laws in the Scripture demonstrates that they are for every generation.

DICTATIONS AND PROPHESIES
Some portions of the Bible contain direct quotes from God.  On occasion, in the Bible, God told of future events that man would have no way of knowing about or understanding at the time of their revelation.  For example, when God dictated to the prophets of old concerning the conquest of the Edomites in (Ezek. 25:12-14.) everyone mocked the prophets.  They said the powerful Edomites could never be beaten!  Yet their land became an area of total devastation and desolation just as God had said it would.  
Ezek 25:12-14 “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: 'because Edom took revenge on the house of Judah and became very guilty by doing so, (13) therefore this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I will stretch out my hand against Edom and kill its men and their animals. I will lay it waste, and from Teman to Dedan they will fall by the sword.  (14)  I will take vengeance on Edom by the hand of my people Israel, and they will deal with Edom in accordance with my anger and my wrath (anthropopathisms); they will know my vengeance, declares the Sovereign Lord.'" 
Another example of dictation is the prophecy of the downfall of city of Tyre.  This city was an impregnable fortress for centuries.  The people again sneered at the prediction from God that troops would march over their land.  The prophecy was accurate all right.  Alexander the Great built a causeway from the mainland to the island city and Tyre fell into his hands exactly as God said it would.

The most important area of accuracy in the Old Testament prophesies are those that deal with the Person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Look at these prophecies.  At the time of this prophecy, crucifixion was unknown to the Jews.  Ps 22:16 “
Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet (on the cross.) Just as these prophecies of the past were fulfilled with perfect accuracy, so will the prophecies of the Tribulation, the Second Advent of Christ and the Millennium be fulfilled!

IN DEVOTIONAL LITERATURE
This includes the Psalms, Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes and Job.  God uses the problems, the pressures, the prosperity and successes, as well as the failures of certain believers, to reveal His plan and principles of grace.

 IN RECORDING FALSEHOODS
The Bible records human lies as well as Satanic lies but this does not mean that falsehood is truth.  Inspiration guarantees the accuracy of the lie.  Look at the Devil’s conversation with the woman in the Garden of Eden.   While this is exactly what the Devil said, it was not all truth.  Gen 3:1-5 “Now the serpent was craftier than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"  (2)  The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, (3) but God did say, 'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.'"  (4) "You will not surely die," the serpent, said to the woman.  (5)  "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." 

The book of Ecclesiastes lists many erroneous ideas.  These did not have the approval of God, but were the precise thoughts of Solomon when he was out of fellowship.  

You may think that such vital communication from God as man had received down through the years would be carefully laid up for posterity in a place of safety!  Far from it, portions of the Word as it then existed were lost or destroyed.  Although some were recovered as early as the reign of King Josiah it would take centuries to find, decipher and piece together the completed Canon of Scripture.  Many tedious years of hard work lay ahead.       2 Kings 22:8 “Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, "I have found the Book of the Law in the temple of the LORD." He gave it to Shaphan, who read it.”
The Bible is the Mind of Christ and Christ’s Testimony to the Inspiration of Scripture

The Bible is the thinking of Christ. 1 Cor 2:16 “‘...for who has known the mind (thinking) of the Lord that he may instruct Him?’  But we have the thinking of Christ.”   

One of the most important reasons for believing in the inspiration of Scripture is that Jesus Christ confirmed this view again and again.  In Matt 5:18 “
I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.   In making this statement, Christ is offering the most complete definition of how far inspiration extends.  According to Christ, it not only extends to the words but to the letters and even to the smallest part of a letter that would affect the meaning.  In the Hebrew language, one little stroke, like an English apostrophe, was the letter “yodh.”  This is the smallest letter.  So in just adding an extra stroke could change the whole meaning.  The Scripture on the whole must be true because Christ declared that the Scriptures were true to the smallest letter.  Believing the Scriptures becomes believing the words of Christ Himself.  The Bible is the thinking of Christ.

Christ said again in John 10:35 “The Scripture cannot be broken.”  This shows in the context that the very word of Scripture is accurate. Christ constantly quoted the Old Testament in Matthew.  Matt 1:22-23, 4:14-16, 8:17, 12:17-21, 15:7-9, 21:4-5, Chapter 42.  In Matt 22:29 Jesus declared that the Sadducees were in error about their denial of the resurrection.  He said, “You are in error because you do not know the Scriptures or the power of God.”  In Matt 26:31-56 Jesus again declares that Scripture is being fulfilled accurately. Again Christ quotes the Old Testament in Matt 27:9(“Then what was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet was fulfilled: "They took the thirty silver coins, the price set on him by the people of Israel,”) when Judas took 30 pieces of silver to betray Christ Jeremiah 19:1-3 and Zechariah 11:12-13 were mentioned.

Though the New Testament was not written while Christ was still on earth, He predicted that the disciples would receive truth form God and would be able to have a supernatural memory concerning the things that happened, as he stated in John 16:12-13 “I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  (13) But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come.”  Because Christ so completely put His stamp of approval on the Old Testament and predicted that the New Testament would be of God as well, a denial of the written Word of God becomes a denial of the incarnate Christ who is the Word of God John 1:1 “
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
.

The Bible Content Itself is Evidence of Inspiration by God

Just reading through the Bible will reveal many verses where the Bible itself claims to be the Word of God.  In Deut 6:17 God declares “Be sure to keep the commands of the Lord your God and the stipulations and decrees He has given you.  All instruction before and after this passage in Deuteronomy is equal to a command from God.
An illustration of the power and character of the Word of God is found again in the Psalm 19:7-11. “The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.  (8) The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes.  (9) The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the LORD are sure and altogether righteous.  (10) They are more precious than gold, than much pure gold; they are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb.  (11) By them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.”  In this passage the Bible is declared to be perfect, trustworthy, wise, right, radiant, pure, sure, righteous, more precious than gold, sweeter than honey, capable of warning, and greatly rewarding for those who obey it.  These qualities do not exist in ordinary literature but characterize the perfection of what the Bible reveals.

The Bible makes these tremendous claims of being the very Word of God in these passages: Josh. 1:8, 8:32-35, Sam 22:31, Psalm 1:2, 12:6, 93:5, 119:9, 11, 18, 89-93, 97-100, 104-105, 130, Proverbs 30:5-6, Isa 55:10-11, Jer 15:16, 23:29, Dan 10:21, Matt 5:17-19, 22:29, Mark 13:31, Luke 16:17, John 2:22, 5:24, 10:35, Acts 17:11, Rom 10:17, 1 Cor. 2:13, Col. 3:16, 1 Thess 2:13, 2 Tim 2:15, 3:15-17, 1 Peter 1:23-25, 2 Peter 3:15-16, Rev 1:2, 22:18.    Please look them up and study them.  Thousands of earnest Christians who have examined the Scriptures have found that these claims are fully justified and support all the facts known to us.

Outside Evidence for Inspiration of the Bible by God

One of the most important evidences that Scripture is inspired is the continuous course the Bible takes from Genesis to Revelation.  Even though different authors wrote the Bible independently from each other, it is obvious that someone guided them so that what they wrote would not contradict previous writers or be a problem for those who followed them.  There is a harmony to the whole book that reveals God’s Word.  Even though the authors lived in different times, and spoke different languages, their presentation was in unity with each other.  No other book written by many authors can claim what the Bible claims about its unity of revelation.  

The broad range of revelation in Scripture also goes way beyond something man could create in his thinking regarding eternity past and eternity future.  It does this with facts that could not be possible for humans to even investigate let alone come up with.  The Bible describes creation before man was created.  It describes the history of the world with prophecy about the future human events.  One fourth of the Bible is prophetic.  Half of these prophecies have come true or been fulfilled and proven by outside sources like the historian, Josephus, and archeology’s many discoveries in modern times.  So it would be safe to say that the remaining prophecies will most likely be fulfilled in the future and with the same accuracy.  Many of the discoveries in science and astronomy and many other areas of the modern world have fallen in line with what the Bible taught long ago before any of these discoveries were made.  This has influenced millions of people in more cultures than any other book in history.  No other book has ever been written that has had a wider circulation in more languages, in more cultures, and in more periods of human history than the Bible.   The Bible is written in every language and is immediately translated for those in any language no matter how different (like the Click people of Africa, who speak by clicking their tongues).  The Bible influences people morally and culturally and in many cases transforms their lives (changes for better or worse depending on the individual cases).  Millions read it and come to a saving faith in Christ.  They testify to their new birth, new understanding of God’s Truth and Plan for their lives in the present and the future.

The influence of the Bible has brought morality and purity of life into view.  The Bible has cleansing power in it points the way to fellowship with God through his grace and plan of forgiveness for those who come to Him through faith in Christ.  Christ said in John 17:17 “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.”  Christ states here that believers are set apart to Him from the unsaved world forever. The Bible is the final answer to those seeking the answers to the question of what is right and what is wrong.  It gives us an abundance of subjects, including knowledge about God, knowledge about people, knowledge about human history, knowledge about morality, knowledge about divine purpose, and knowledge about future plans for the human race and the created world.  No other book gives us so many different kinds of literature, such as history, theology, poetry, drama, prophecy, and philosophy.

The Bible also deals with the real world of sin and death, divine judgment, and a world of human failure.  It does not hide man’s shortcomings, nor does it present problems without solutions.  The Bible is a reliable source of information concerning man’s present life as well s the content of his hope (confidence) in the world to come.

More than any other book, the Bible exalts Jesus Christ as God’s Son, and the constant references to Him in one way or another throughout Scripture provide a portrait of Jesus that no human author could write unaided by the Holy Spirit of God.  All aspects of Jesus Christ are shown in the Bible including His divine essence, His eternity, His deity, His role as Creator, His incarnation (God became man), His future as the Son of David, and His ultimate place of honor in the Godhead.  He is presented in the Gospels as King (Matthew), as a servant (Mark), in His perfect humanity (Luke), and as the Son of God (John).  Although the emphasis is different in all four Gospels, each equally testifies to His deity, His humanity, and His possession of the infinite attributes or essence of God.  No other book could ever present so accurately the person and work of Jesus Christ as is recorded in Scripture itself.

The Testimony of Fulfilled Prophecy
Though the many facts presented in the Bible cannot be proved, they depend on the authority of God and His inspiration of the Scriptures.  The Bible records hundreds of prophecies of the future in a definite and specific way that sets it apart from any other book that attempts to predict the future especially religious books.  Because half of prophecy has been literally fulfilled, it can safely be expected that the rest of prophecy will be literally fulfilled.  In the Old Testament the first prophecy of Scripture given to Adam and Eve…that they would die if they chose to eat the forbidden fruit…was literally fulfilled.  When they sinned they became sinners who were spiritually dead and eventually they died physically as well.  “Dying you shall surely die.”  The prophecy that God would provide salvation for sinners that Jesus Christ would crush the head of the serpent, Satan, (Gen 3:15) was fulfilled by Christ, who died on the cross for our sins and who ultimately will crush Satan and cast him into the Lake of Fire (Rev 20:10). The prediction of the curse on the ground (Gen 3:17-19) has been literally fulfilled throughout history as man has struggled to provide food for himself and for his family.  Nature has its catastrophes as well as man with his sicknesses and disease.  

Most of the tremendous prophecies and promises of Abraham have been fulfilled.  A great nation and race of people came from him and the blessings of these people called Jews are known throughout history.  The curses to those who harm them are also very evident in history.  Examples like Spain, Germany, and any country that tried to destroy them were reduced to powerless countries or destroyed altogether like ancient Assyria and Babylon both of which put the Jews in captivity.

Best of all, in the case of Jesus Christ on earth, in His life, death, and Resurrection, hundreds of prophecies were fulfilled concerning His person, His attributes, His words, and matters of His birth, death and resurrection.  These prophecies have been literally fulfilled and give us intelligent ground for believing that prophecies yet unfulfilled will be fulfilled in God’s time.

Problems with the Doctrine of Inspiration
Some people have no desire to submit to the Bible and its claims and have sought every possibility to prove that the Bible is not true.  These attempts to discredit the Bible have been answered satisfactorily by Christian scholars.

One of the common problems is the fact that we do not have the original Scripture writings anymore, and what we call our Bible is a translation from copies of the original.  This at first may seem to you that there can be an element of error in the Bible, because there are thousands of small differences in the copies of the Bible.  However, when these differences are studied, it is found that practically none of them affect the doctrine or truth of Scripture, and that in cases where the teaching of a passage is blurred, other passages that are clear make the truth of God’s Word very clear.  The Bible as we have it, even in the translated form, can be used as if it were the very Word of God.  Though the original copies of Scripture do not exist any longer, we have many copies of the Old Testament and thousands of copies of portions of the New Testament.  The process of comparison of these copies is called “lower criticism,” (the attempt to determine what the original text said.)  It is possible with these comparisons and with great accuracy to determine what the original writings stated.

An illustration of this is the book of Daniel.  Until our twentieth century the most recent copy of Daniel came from a period of 600 years after Christ.  When the Dead Sea Scrolls were found, however, a copy of Daniel was found among them that was written a hundred years before Christ.  As we compare these other versions, recorded some 700 years apart, and, undoubtedly, through the pens of many copiers, we find, amazingly, that there is practically no variation.  Those who copied the Scriptures did so with such care that any small variation that might have crept in becomes irrelevant as far as the truth is concerned.  This is the work of God the Holy Spirit.
The same is true of the book of Isaiah.  The copy found in the Dead Sea Scrolls was much more ancient than any previous copy and yet it showed practically no variation with much later copies.  Accordingly, the accusation that we cannot believe the Bible because we do not have the original writings is just as wrong as saying that in a textbook where the Declaration of Independence is recorded we cannot believe it because we do not have the original document in our hands.  In any publication small variations creep in, but the variations are so small that we can take for granted that any reputable book quoting an ancient document is doing so accurately.  Actually, the Bible is the most accurate ancient writing in existence.

For centuries so-called contradictions in the Bible have been examined.  This is especially apparent in the Synoptic Gospels, Matthew, Mark, and Luke.  These books give parallel accounts of Jesus’ life and ministry on earth and the wording is not identical.  Scholars have gone over this for centuries, and the result of the best scholarship is the conclusion that no one knows enough to contradict what the Bible says.  Because Jesus undoubtedly repeated His messages again and again and many of the statements in Scripture are shorter versions of much longer messages, it is obvious that the human author is given some freedom in restating the material.  The important fact is that the Holy Spirit guided them in all of this, and what was written down is absolutely true and reveals God’s Truth.

An example of how problems can be solved may be found in the account of the healing of the blind man at Jericho.  In the different accounts as given in Matthew 20:30, Mark 10:46, and Luke 18:35, the accounts differ as to whether there were two blind men or one.  The problem also occurs because in the Synoptic Gospels (meaning of SYNOPTIC GOSPELS and the Synoptic Problem: if one sets the four gospels side by side, it becomes apparent that Matthew, Mark, and Luke have much in common. Each gospel arranges its material in a similar fashion, and each gospel casts the life of Jesus within the framework of a Galilean ministry that extended from Jesus' baptism to His death, with emphasis on His final days in the flesh.  The similarity of the gospels also includes their content. The first three gospels recount many of the same incidents or teachings, and often in the same or related wording. Three of the gospels, Matthew, Mark, and Luke are called synoptic gospels (from the Greek word synopsis, "a seeing together, Luke 18:35 indicates that Jesus was going into Jericho while Mark 10:46 and Luke 19:1 indicate that He was going out of Jericho.  How can such a contradiction be resolved?  Scholars have demonstrated that there are actually three (3) cities called Jericho.  One was the Old Testament city of Jericho, the other was the New Testament city of Jericho, and the third was the Fort of Jericho.  So it would be geographically possible for Christ to go in and out of Jericho three times without retracing His steps.  When the further detail of the conversion of Zacchaeus is included in the story, it is obvious that Jesus went back to stay in the home of Zacchaeus.  So there is no contradiction in that all three accounts are correct.  Probably the most meaningful statement issued by outstanding scholars who believe the Bible to be the Word of God is that no one knows enough to prove that the Bible contradicts itself.  The problem is always that we do not have all the information, and if we did, we would understand that what is apparently a contradiction is actually in harmony with the truth.  

THE APOSTLE PETER’S LEGACY TO THE BELIEVER
2 Pet 1:13 “I think it is right to keep on stirring your memory (about doctrine) as long as I live in the tent of this body (as long as he was still alive).
The apostle Peter left all believers a strong message just before his death.  He kept on getting believers stirred up for doctrine by going over and over the doctrines so they could not forget them.  He was very down to earth and was loved by many.  He didn’t want sympathy because he was dying.  He wanted to leave behind doctrine in the souls of the believers at the time and for all believers in the future.  He taught them until the day he died.  Many leaned on him but soon he would be dead and not wanting them discouraged or abandoning doctrine, he insisted that they must never stop learning the Word of God and the doctrines it teaches.  He wanted all believers to lean on TRUTH not man.  It is God’s message you must look at…never the man…who teaches it to you!!!!    

2 Pet 1:16 “
We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.” 

What better proof could we have than someone who says “They saw it with their own eyes?”  The eye and ear gates are a most essential way to understand.  This is empiricism.  What could be more real?  I’ll tell you what SHOULD be more real…the WORD OF GOD should be more real than what you see or hear…FAITH IS MORE REAL THAN ANYTHING WHEN IT COMES TO THE WORD OF GOD! 

Even though Peter was an eyewitness to the Lord Jesus Christ and His ministry on earth he said in (2 Pet 1:19) “And we have a more sure Word of prophesy: and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place…” 
The Bible is the absolute standard or rule for believers.  God justifies His Word, whether in Scripture or in the believer’s soul.  (Psalms 138:2) “I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your reputation and your Word.”  Man comes and goes, but ”…but the Word of the Lord stands forever." And this is the Word that was preached to you.” 

CONCLUSION

For most Christians the various arguments in support of the Bible as the Word of God are unnecessary.  Their own contact with Scripture in connection with their salvation in Christ and their faith in Him and their fellowship with God is in itself the evidence that the Bible is true and that its message can be believed.  Such faith however, does not throw away any of the evidences discussed above in this lesson.  There is confirmation of the individual Christians who put their trust in God and find their lives changed for the better, people who have experienced God’s supernatural power as He gives stability of life through the Holy Spirit.  The things received from God provide all the proof beyond the ordinary for belief in the inspiration and authority of the Scripture.  BELIEVERS WALKING WITH GOD FIND THAT BY CONCENTRATING ON HIS WORD IN THE FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, HAVE FELLOWSHIP WITH GOD AND HIS TRUTH THRILLS THEM AND BRINGS THEM TREMENDOUS JOY AND PEACE IN THEIR SOULS FORMING A GREAT FAITH.

Close in Prayer: Father, we pray that God the Holy Spirit will make these truths real to us and a permanent part of our souls.  We pray that we will not be swayed by demonic doubt and the truths of the Bible will be foremost in our minds and ready for application in our lives to the Glory of Christ our Savior in whose name we pray.  Amen. 
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