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BIBLE CLASS – April 25, 2001

Lesson 15 - The Plan of God/The God of the Bible

Before you can begin your study, you must first of all recognize that we have certain limitations in dealing with the subject of God or in understanding spiritual information.  Faith is the only way you can understand God’s Word.  Faith is the system of understanding that accepts a rule or standard (here it is God’s rule and standard…His Word) by which something can be judged.  Faith is the only system of understanding that is common to all members of the human race.  Faith is the only non-meritorious system (no talent or ability on your part to understand God’s Word); therefore, it is the only way of understanding spiritual information.  2 Cor 5:7 “We live by faith, not by sight.”  (Heb 11:1 “Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see.” (NIV)
Therefore, before you begin your Bible study, if you are a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ as your personal Savior you must be sure to name your sins privately to God the Father: I John 1:9 “
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.”  (NIV)  You will then be in fellowship with God, filled with the Holy Spirit, and ready to learn Bible doctrine from the Word of God. John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth." (NIV)

However, if you have never personally believed in the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, the issue is not naming your sins.  The issue is faith alone in Christ alone.

John 3:36 “
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." (NIV)

Eph 2:8-9

8 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and not from yourselves, it is the gift of God,

9   not by works, so that no one can boast.” (NIV)
John 3:16-18

16  "For God loved the world so much that He gave his uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have eternal life.

17 For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through Him.

Whoever believes in Him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's uniquely born Son.” (NIV)

John 6:40

“For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in Him shall have eternal life, and I will raise him up at the last day.”

John 11:25-26

25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; 26 and whoever lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?"

John 14:6

Jesus answered, "I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father except through me.”

Acts 2:21

‘And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’

Acts 4:12

“Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”

Acts 16:31

31 “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved…you and your household." 

Rom 6:23

“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (NIV)

Let us pray: Father, I pray that God the Holy Spirit will enlighten me as I study your word today.  I pray this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.
Subject: The GOD of the Bible
In the beginning of Lesson 14 we learned that every normal human being comes to a point called God-consciousness and then begins to realize through his conscience that a Supreme Being might exist.  I walked you through that process and the different ways that man comes to decide on whether or not he will desire to know God.  We then discussed what happens after God-consciousness.  If you’re positive, you get a Gospel hearing about Jesus Christ and it is decision time again.  You will be continually making decisions all your life regarding God and His plan for you.  What I want to emphasize in this lesson is God Himself.  For some of you it will be a review of a previous very basic study.  This lesson is a more detailed “Doctrine of the essence and attributes of God” because it’s so very important that you know who God is and why we can believe Him.  
The Existence of God

I stated before that the Bible doesn’t debate the question of whether or not God exists.  Instead, the Scriptures present God in the very first verses of Genesis as the Creator.  Gen 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. (NIV)  The very first proof we have for the existence of God is the existence of creation.  You can see from nature that a Supreme Designer was responsible.  Again I emphasize that our world could not have come into existence by accident because it has so many proofs of design and natural law, and all of our reasoning tells us that something cannot show purpose and design without One who thinks and has the power and the ability to carry out what He thinks.  That One is God.  This is why the Bible claims that just from the message of nature, people should recognize that God is a person of unending wisdom and power because that is what the universe would require to be created.  Let’s get to know God then so we can totally understand why we are here and how God works in regards to humanity…His plan and purpose for us. 

Like I said before, it is common in all races and cultures to have a belief in the existence of God.  Here’s why.  The Bible states that man was created in the “image of God,” meaning that the invisible part of man (his soul) would be prompted to be curious about God, would be able to have some ability for fellowship with God and to have communication with Him.  Remember the Holy Spirit is always testifying to the existence of God.  The Bible tells us that in the beginning God spoke directly to man, and because there was nothing yet in writing (the Bible as we know it did not exist), what God revealed, was passed down from generation to generation.  Moses did not start to write the Scriptures until Exodus from Egypt.  However, before Moses man really had a good view of God as illustrated in the book of Job.  Make time to read this book.

Along with true revelation from God came the rise of false religions, which the Bible states as coming from Satan.  2 Cor 11:14 “And no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel (messenger) of light.”  So the human race in a negative mode started to leave behind the belief in one God and soon began to worship many gods also making images or idols of these false gods to worship.  This had its start when Satan tempted Eve in the garden.  Adam knowing he would disobey God’s command by eating the fruit offered to him by the woman went along with Eve and ate it anyway and both of them fell from God’s grace.  Adam’s disobedience made him spiritually dead and he immediately received a sin nature that is passed down to everyone in the human race at his or her birth.  This sin nature is constantly warring against God.  The result is man’s negative volition or turning away from the Truth.  This is spiritual death and constant disobedience to God.  Man departed from God and the corruption of the entire world occurred eventually with just a few exceptions, Noah and his family!  This negative volition toward God caused Him to blot out or destroy man in the flood.  It is not a real surprise then that today we have many religions that contradict each other, and it is necessary to appeal to the Scriptures to find out what is the one True Faith.  There can only be ONE WAY…not many.  God is not the author of confusion…His plan is well defined.

In some ancient religions people worshiped natural things: the sun and the moon and the stars, imagining that they were things that represented God.  Remember that man was made to seek out God or be called by Him because God is fair and wants all mankind to come to salvation.  This revelation of God in nature was enough for the apostle Paul to teach in Romans 1:20 that the world is being judged because of its rejection of the evidence of God in the natural world.  Paul taught, “For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities (God’s character or attributes)…His eternal power (omnipotence) and divine nature (essence)…have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”  So from nature man can learn that God is a person of infinite power (omnipotence) and wisdom (omniscience).  

Our world today is corrupted.  We have no consequence for evil.  Our laws are watered down versions of divine law and totally diluted of any justice for victims.  We have more people today without a firm belief in God’s Word let alone His Plan and we have many atheists that deny the existence of God.  To deny the existence of God is ridiculous because again, nature itself screams to us that there must be a Supreme Designer to our world.  The Bible teaches us that an atheist is a fool.  Psalm 14:1a “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God…’ "  There is too much evidence around us to just say this all happened by accident.  Look around you.  Look at man himself.  David believed and said about man in Psalm 139:14, “I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.  So then let’s really look at what makes our Supreme Ruler, the God of heaven and earth worthy of all our praise and obedience.

The Essence and Attributes of God

We must realize that everything God does or sponsors comes from His essence or nature, who and what He is.  Whether it be the laws of science, the principles of limited government and free enterprise, or the work of the cross…every law of nature, every principle of divine establishment (God’s laws), every word, comma, period, phrase etc. of the Bible is based on the attributes or character of God.  From sustaining the universe to blessing believers, everything God does is based on the His essence (His nature or character).  So before you can appreciate what God gives you (or what God is tapping His foot waiting to give to you), you must first come to appreciate God Himself.   Isa 30:18 “Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to you; He rises to show you compassion. For the Lord is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for Him!”   Not only does God’s actions reflect His total attributes, but since God is a Person (Exodus 3:14“God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'"), all His actions always involve His entire Person.  

All the attributes (characteristics) of the essence of God are not seen at one time.  This shouldn’t be difficult for you to understand.  In some of God’s actions only one or two of His attributes may be demonstrated, but all His attributes always function together in perfect coordination and harmony.  Different situations in our lives bring out certain attributes of God’s for each situation.  The ten attributes that make up the essence (nature) of God are:         Sovereignty (Ruler ship)
           Omniscience (All-knowing)
Righteousness (Perfection)

Omnipresence (Ever-present)
Justice (Fairness)


Omnipotence (All-powerful)

Love



Immutability (Changelessness)

Eternal life (Infinity)

Veracity (Truth)

Let’s look at some different situations and what attribute(s) would apply to each of them:

1. In salvation He uses the attributes of His love and His eternal life.  

2. In creation the Lord Jesus Christ displays His awesome omnipotence (power) as the Creator and Sustainer of the universe John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word (Lord Jesus Christ), and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  (2) He was with God in the beginning.  (3) Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made.” (Col 1:16; Heb 1:2, 10)  

3. In the Divine Decree (eternal life conference of the Trinity) sovereignty and omniscience come into view.  God knows perfectly and eternally all that is knowable; there is never a circumstance…personal, historical, or of any kind…that surprises or confuses Him.  Rom 8:28 “And we know that God works all things together for the good of those who love Him (believers in the Lord Jesus Christ that are growing in His Plan), who have been called according to His purpose.”   Eph 1:4-6 “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love (5) He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will…(6) to the praise of His glorious grace, which He has freely given us in the One He loves.” 
4. In regards to the Bible’s (Canon of Scripture) existence the attributes of veracity or truth come into the picture.   Psalms 138:2 “I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name (reputation) and your word.”  
5. In all the uncertainties and instabilities of life He sustains us with His immutability. Deut 31:6 “Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them (enemies), for the Lord your God goes with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you."  Heb 13:5 “Keep your lives free from the love (lust) of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." There is no change or instability in Him, not even a bit.  James 1:17“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows.” 

6. In judgment, we see God’s righteousness and justice, which make up His integrity. 

7. In God’s faithfulness to mankind, immutability and veracity are revealed.  

8. In God’s Plan, omniscience and sovereignty are demonstrated.  

9. In God’s will His sovereignty is specifically seen.  

10. In His revelation veracity, love and omniscience stand out.  

No matter what your situation, God’s entire essence is present but only certain attributes apply to any particular situation.  In every case, no matter what attribute is reflected; God’s total, undivided Person is completely involved and perfectly so.  In other words, no divine attribute can be bypassed, overlooked, or violated in anything God does; His right hand always knows what His left hand is doing.  God does not put aside His sovereignty (ruler ship) when He plainly shows His veracity (truth).  His love is never without His righteousness or justice.  He doesn’t compromise His righteousness and justice in order to deal with us strictly out of love.  So you see God cannot go against His Perfect Self.  He must be perfect in all His thoughts, plans and actions because of who and what He is.  HE IS ABSOLUTE GOOD.

God’s Essence and the Trinity 

God is declared in many passages of Scripture to be one God.  Exodus 20:3 "You shall have no other gods before me.”     Deut 6:4 “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.”  

1 Tim 2:5-6 “For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, (6) who gave Himself as a ransom for all men…the testimony given in its proper time.” (NIV)  But the Bible clearly reveals that there are three individual Persons that make up “one God” to whom all the attributes (character) and essence (nature) of deity are assigned: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.  Isa 48:16 “Come near me and listen to this: "From the first announcement I have not spoken in secret; at the time it happens, I am there." And now the Sovereign Lord (Father) has sent me (Jesus Christ), with His Spirit.”    Matt 28:19 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”        2 Cor 13:14 “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God (Father), and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.”    1 Pet 1:2 “who have been chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and sprinkling by His blood: Grace and peace be yours in abundance.”   To reject the existence of the three Members of the Trinity is to reject the truth of the Scripture itself.  It is not my purpose to argue this point or to try to prove it.  This is a doctrine you must know in order to understand the essence (nature) and attributes (character) of the God.

Any discussion of the Doctrine of the Trinity must include these facts: the oneness of God and the equality of each of the three Members in the Trinity.  The oneness of God refers to His essence (nature and attributes of God).  Acts 17:29 “Therefore since we are God's offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone…an image made by man's design and skill.”   Rom 1:20 ”For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities…His eternal power and divine nature…have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse.”   Col 2:9 “For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form,” 
God is ONE IN ESSENCE!  God has ONE ESSENCE!  This means that all the characteristics of divine essence (nature and attributes of God) are in each of the three Members or Persons of the Godhead or Trinity.  The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit possess all ten attributes equally.  In their essence (nature) they are absolutely the same.  Each Person of the Trinity is self-conscious and self-directed, yet He never acts independently or in opposition to the other.  This doesn’t mean they are subordinate or inferior to each other.  They are co-equal and co-eternal.  Since each Person in the Trinity possesses an identical essence (nature), these attributes (characteristics) are what make them One God.  Even though they are one in essence (nature), each Member is recognized as being different from one another because of their roles in the Godhead.  Let’s look at their roles.  

The first Person is called the Father (the author of the Great Plan).  

The second Person is called the Son (the One who carries out the Plan and the only Member that is seen).  

The third Person is called the Holy Spirit (the One who is the helper and teacher of the Plan).  

Further in this lesson I will talk about these roles in detail and give you the Scripture verses for them.  Like I said, you must believe this by faith.  We have nothing in our experience that we can relate this to.  God the Holy Spirit will make it clear to you as you continue to grow spiritually.  

When the Bible shows a difference between the Members of the Godhead, it only does this to show the role, activity or operation of that specific Person in relation to each other or to mankind.   

The first Person of the Trinity is called the “Father” because we enter into a family relationship with Him through the new birth.  John 3:3 “In reply Jesus declared, ‘I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.’ "  

The second Person of the Trinity is called the “Son” because this expresses a relationship between the first (the Father) and the second Person (Jesus Christ) in the Plan of God.  These words “Father” and “Son” are used to describe their function in the Trinity.  

These functions establish personality, which is expressed in the manner in which the Persons of the Godhead address each other (“I”, “Your,” “He”) for the purpose of teaching mankind about each of them.  Ps 110:1 “The Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet."     Isa 41:4 “Who has done this and carried it through, calling forth the generations from the beginning? I, the Lord…with the first of them and with the last…I am He."  
The doctrine of one God in three Persons has bothered many people.  In fact, countless heresies (theories contrary to the Bible) have sprung up as a result of the inability to understand or accept this Biblical truth.  It can be said as well that Satan himself tries to confuse the doctrine so Truth will be doubted.  The mystery of the Trinity is probably over-emphasized.  But there are illustrations in nature that demonstrate the concept of “three in one” like the “egg” and “light.”  We’ve discussed the three parts of the egg before.  The three parts of the egg are: the shell, the yoke, and the white.  Each part makes up the whole egg.
“Light” is another very good example to illustrate the principle and is interesting because “light” is one in essence but made up of three properties that illustrate the Trinity to a “T.”   

1. The first property of light is called “actinic”, which is neither seen nor felt and represents God the Father.  

2. The second property is “aluminiferous,” which is both seen and felt and represents God the Son. 

3. The third is “calorific,” which is felt but not seen and represents God the Holy Spirit.  

Now, even though you may not totally understand this example of light and its properties, it doesn’t stop you from using light everyday.  So, a complete understanding of the Trinity is not necessary for entering the Plan of God.  You must accept it by faith and in the knowledge that God is Truth and His Word declares it to be true.  God’s policy of grace or lets call it “Operation Grace” means that God has provided the Plan in total without any help from us. 

Even though much can be learned about God through the study of nature, the Bible goes much further and teaches us very specifically about the character, qualities, or attributes that make up God’s essence.  It teaches us the reasons for the praise and worship of God as our very purpose in life.  It is so important then to know these attributes (characteristics) and to understand them completely.  It will be the basis for all understanding of Scripture and God’s personal plan for you.  Let’s study and learn them.

The Ten Attributes of God

1.  Sovereignty
God is first of all; sovereign…that is, God has supreme volition.  His volition has always existed, and there is no higher volition in the universe.  As Sovereign, God is the Supreme Being and Ruler of the universe: Deut 4:39 “Know therefore…the Lord He is God in heaven above, and on the earth below: there is no other.”   1 Sam 2:6-8 "The Lord brings death and makes alive; He brings down to the grave and raises up”. (7) “The Lord sends poverty and wealth; He humbles and He exalts.”  (8) “He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash.”    1 Chronicles 29:11 “Yours, O Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.”                 2 Chronicles 20:6 “and said: "O Lord, God of our fathers, are you not the God who is in heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand you.”   Ps 83:18 “Let them know that you, whose name is the Lord…that you alone are the Most High over all the earth.”   Isa 45:5-6 “I am the Lord, and there is no other; apart from me there is no God. I will strengthen you, though you have not acknowledged me, (6) so that from the rising of the sun to the place of its setting men may know there is none besides me. I am the Lord, and there is no other.”    Acts 17:24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.” 
He is the King of heaven and earth.  Ps 47:2 “
How awesome is the Lord Most High, the great King over all the earth!”   Ps 93:1 “
The Lord reigns, He is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and is armed with strength. The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved.”  

Here specifically the Bible speaks of Sovereignty of Jesus Christ.  Heb 8:1 “The point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a High Priest, who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven.”     Rev 4:2-3 “and ‘At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting on it. (3) And the One who sat there had the appearance of jasper and carnelian. A rainbow, resembling an emerald, encircled the throne.’ ”   As sovereign, He is eternal, infinite, and self-determining.  The Bible teaches us certain expressions of divine volition.  Isa. 46:10 “My counsel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.”   Eph 5:1 “Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children.”   God’s pleasure resulted in a plan for humanity…you!   Psalms 24 (read it) and John 3:16 “For God loved the world so much He gave is uniquely born Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never die.”   Heb 6:17 “
Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of His purpose very clear (provide salvation for everyone) to the heirs of what was promised (Jesus Christ the Savior), He confirmed it with an oath.”  
God will never use His absolute sovereign will to force the volition of mankind to obey Him.  This would not be in harmony with His “Divine Decree” (Eternal Life Conference) that man would possess total and free will.  God honors your decisions, whether they are for Him or against Him (positive or negative).  He has woven all mankind’s decision into the “Divine Decree” (Eternal Life Conference) without coercing or violating man’s free will.  He used that free will in His supreme genius to see that the pattern of life would follow His plan to the end.  As far as the believer is concerned, God has a plan for your life…to study Bible doctrine, under the grace He has provided through a Pastor/Teacher, the filling of the Holy Spirit, and positive volition (believing what you have studied) that transfers what you learn into your human spirit and the mentality of your soul so you can apply it to living.  You can choose to accept His will and move on into a fantastic “Super Grace” life in which God pours out His blessings.  James 4:6 “But He gives us super abundant grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble (those believers positive to His Plan)."  Or you can choose to go against that will and wind up under divine discipline.  Heb 12:6 “…because the Lord disciplines those He loves, and He punishes everyone He accepts as a son (believers in Christ)." 
As far as mankind is concerned, God’s sovereign will is that all should be saved.  2 Pet 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance (a change of mind about the Lord Jesus Christ).”     Rev 22:17 “The Spirit…says, "Come!" And let him who hears say, "Come!" Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.”   Those who accept His will for salvation and believe in Jesus Christ receive eternal life, those who reject Him, everlasting condemnation.  John 3:36 “He that believes on the Son has eternal life: and he that does not believe does not have life but the wrath of God abides on him.”  So it is necessary for man to put his trust in Christ to be saved.  The fact that God knows in advance whether some will accept Christ and others will not, does not change the truth of man’s free will choice.  It is also true that God, only to some extent because of volition, works in human hearts (nudges man) to accomplish His will.  Phil 2:13 “…for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose.”  However, He only urges or shows us the need for salvation but never goes to the extent that would force a person to accept Christ as Savior.  That would violate God’s integrity (that is His righteousness and His justice…His perfect Holiness).  Even though God permits mankind to choose his own way, whether good or evil, it is nevertheless true that His sovereignty maintains control, and in the end every righteous act (“divine good” produced from the filling of the spirit) will be rewarded and every wicked act will be punished (burned at the evaluation seat of Christ after the “rapture”).

2.  Righteousness 
The second attribute is the righteousness of God (the principle of the Integrity of God) His righteousness is perfect and stands alone and cannot be compared with any creature: man or angel.  Because He is perfection, there is no sin in God. 2 Cor 5:21 “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”   God cannot do or think anything bad at all.  This is impossible.  I John 1:5 “This is the message we have heard from Him and declare to you: God is light; in Him there is no darkness at all.”    We know that mankind consists of “good people” and “bad people.”   We also know that all people have “good” and “bad” in them.  Man’s goodness or righteousness is broken up with sin or bad actions.  Man is not perfect.  This immediately causes a great problem for mankind as far as having fellowship or a relationship with God.  The absolute righteousness of God (+R) cannot have fellowship with sinful man because man has minus-R (relative righteousness).  If we are to have any relationship with God on earth or in eternity, we must have His righteousness (+R).  God understood this barrier between Him and mankind in eternity past and made perfect preparation for it through the “Cross of Christ.”  2 Cor 5:21 “God made Him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness (+R) of God.”     Rom 3:22 “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference.”   

Again God’s righteousness is free from sin.  We are not.  You may have an idea of what sin is and if you do not understand what makes up sin, study Lesson 9 from our class lessons.  You probably only know a few sins.  The Bible’s list is quite complete.  Here are just a few listed in Proverbs 6:16-19 “There are six things the Lord hates (hate here is an anthropopathism-a human trait assigned to God to teach us divine policy), seven that are detestable to him: (17) “haughty eyes (arrogance, pride), a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood (murder),” (18) “a heart that devises wicked schemes (malice, meanness toward others), feet that are quick to rush into evil (overt sins…lascivious lust acted out…fornication, alcoholism, drug addiction, involving others in these lusts),” (19) “a false witness (perjury) who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers (because of jealousy or hatred of others).”  Here is another description of man’s condition.  Rom 3:23 “For all have sinned and COME SHORT of the GLORY of GOD.”  The Glory of God is His essence (nature) or His perfect character.  We do not measure up to His perfect righteousness; yet we are as it says in Rom 3:24,  “justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.”   

Being “justified” means that we receive His righteousness (+R) freely when we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior.  This is salvation.  We do not work for it, or earn it in any way, or deserve it at all.  His righteousness (+R) is credited to our account when we believe…that is GRACE!  It is free to us; but like most things that are free, someone pays for them.  In this case, Jesus Christ “picked up the tab” at the Cross.  He paid dearly and purchased us out of the slave market of sin!  This purchase is called Redemption.  We were redeemed by Christ’s sacrifice on the cross. 

God’s righteousness is referred to as “good,” “upright,” and “just” in Scripture verses.  Ps 25:8 “Good and upright is the Lord; therefore He instructs sinners in His ways.”  Ps 119:137 “Righteous are you, O Lord, and your laws are right.”   Luke 18:19 “Why do you call me good?" Jesus answered. "No one is good…except God alone.”    His character and His Person are perfect.  Deut 32:4 “He is the Rock, His works are perfect, and all His ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is He.”   Ps 11:7 “For the Lord is righteous, He loves justice; upright men will see His face.” Ps 97:6 “The heavens proclaim His righteousness, and all the peoples see His glory.”   Ps 111:3 “Glorious and majestic are His deeds, and His righteousness endures forever.”    Ps 119:137 Righteous are you, O Lord, and your laws are right.”   Jer 23:6 “In His days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Our Righteousness.”   Rom 1:17 “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: ‘The righteous will live by faith.’"   Rom 10:3 “Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness.”     

It is impossible to have perfect righteousness without having perfect character and a perfect personality.  Many of you may think that an outgoing, animated, or perhaps bubbly personality is the key to personality.  But the key to any personality is righteousness (doing what is right) (being in God’s Plan for your life).  People are being hired in business today on the basis of their personality instead of on the basis of “righteousness of character” or instead of on the basis of being qualified for the job with skill and honesty.  Do you know what this means?  It means it will result in crooked business practices and unreliable personnel.  Righteousness is the key to character, but that is ridiculed today.  The only hope for you, young adults today is for you to hold onto righteousness in God’s spiritual plan for you and apply it in your everyday living.  This will keep you from giving in to the pressures of dishonesty, experimenting with dope, sex, and alcohol as well as all kinds of wrongdoing.  By studying the Word daily, being filled with the Holy Spirit consistently and applying what you learn in the Word you can avoid falling into sin and carnality.  It is very hard to do the right thing but you have God the Holy Spirit to help you at all times.  Use Him!  Stay filled with the Spirit as much as possible and do what is right as much as you can.  Produce ”divine good” not “human good.”  You will be imitators of God and winners in His Plan by doing so.

Now I am not talking here about self-righteousness.  God’s perfect righteousness REJECTS human standards of self-righteousness.  Isa 64:6 “All of us have become like one who is unclean (sin nature in us), and all our righteous acts (“human good” deeds) are like filthy rags (disgusting filth); we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away (from God’s Plan).”
God’s attitudes and actions are also righteous.  Deut 32:4 “He is the Rock, His works are perfect, and all His ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is He.”  2 Sam 22:31 “As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the Lord is flawless. He is a shield for all who take refuge in Him.”    Ps 119:137 “Righteous are you, O Lord, and your laws are right.”   Ps 145:17 “The Lord is righteous in all His ways and loving toward all He has made.”     Dan 9:14 “The Lord did not hesitate to bring the disaster upon us, for the Lord our God is righteous in everything He does; yet we have not obeyed Him.”
This following passage in Revelation shows that in RIGHTEOUSNESS the Lord Jesus Christ makes war!  It will be awesome and a great privilege to watch the Lord break all records for killing the enemy of the tribulation at His Second Advent.  Until then, you can rely totally on the knowledge that whatever happens to you as a believer is permitted by God’s righteous attitudes and actions on your behalf.  Rev 19:2 “…for true and just are His judgments. He has condemned the great prostitute (world religion during the Tribulation) who corrupted the earth by her adulteries (distortions of the Bible). He has avenged on her the blood of His servants."   Rev 19:11 “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True (Jesus Christ at His 2nd Advent). With justice He judges and makes war.”  
Absolute righteousness is the key to the character of God; all else depends on it.  If He did not have absolute righteousness, God would not be God.  But He does have it.  He has always existed as God, and there never was a time when He did not exist as God.  His incorruptible righteousness is at the very center of His Being.  Isa 6:3 “And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy (righteous) is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of His glory."  God cannot tolerate less than His own perfection.  

3.  Justice
The third attribute is the justice of God (the function of His integrity).  It is the guardian of God’s essence in all He does toward imperfect creatures.  God never has the slightest trouble keeping His attributes straight.  One attribute never compromises another attribute.  Even when He deals with imperfect, sinful, fallen man…especially when He blesses us…He is not lowering Himself to our level.  The reason He can bless us is that the attribute of justice stands guard over all the rest of the attributes.

Note: in regards to the Trinity, there is never a need for a guardian because, I repeat, all three Members of the Trinity are perfect, co-equal, and coeternal.  They can never do anything that would compromise their integrity or perfection.   It is impossible.  In regards to His creatures, however, there is almost constant opportunity for violation of God’s standards.  So God must guard His righteousness first and foremost when it comes to His creatures.  He does this through His justice.  Ps 72:2 “He will judge your people in righteousness, your afflicted ones with justice.”  1 Chronicles 16:14 & Ps 105:7say “He is the Lord our God; His judgments are in all the earth.”  

He evaluates all of mankind from His justice, both now and forever.  This is true of the unbeliever and believer alike.  The judgment of all sins of the unbeliever on the cross comes from divine justice, as does the believer’s discipline.  Both the unbeliever’s eternal agony in the “Lake of Fire” and the believer’s ultimate sanctification (life in eternity) and reward in heaven come from the same justice.  

Everything God does for us from any of His attributes comes through His love and is given to us through grace.  Justice is the ultimate safeguard of all divine action related to mankind.  God’s justice can never be corrupted because it always functions according to the standard of fairness found in God’s perfect righteousness.  Psalms 9:8 “And He shall judge the world in righteousness, He shall bring judgment to the people in uprightness.”
God’s justice operates in two fields: blessing and judgment.  When administering judgment or blessing, the justice of God does not play favorites.  Rom 2:11 “For God does not show favoritism.”   This is also an expression of His love for us.  He is fair in all actions. 

Today God is holding back His judgment to give unbelievers the opportunity to believe in His Son.  2 Pet 3:9 “The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to a change of mind (about Jesus Christ).” 
Justice means that when God defends believers in the angelic conflict He cannot compromise His justice to do so.   If it weren’t for the saving work of sinless Jesus Christ on the cross, being judged for our sins, God would have had to compromise His justice in order to save us.  So we would never have been saved…EVER!  But because of His effective work on the cross on our behalf, Jesus Christ transferred the guilt of the sinner (us) onto Himself and satisfied the justice of the Father.  He was our substitute on the cross.  God is now free to pardon and justify the sinner who accepts His saving grace by believing in Jesus through faith alone.  Rom 3:21-28 “But now a righteousness from God, apart (not) from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify.” (22) “This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, (23) “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (24) and are justified freely by His grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.” (25) God presented Him as a sacrifice of atonement (payment), through faith in His blood (His spiritual death on the cross). He did this to demonstrate His justice, because in His forbearance (patience) He had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished…” (26) “He did it to demonstrate His justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus.” (27) Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. On what principle? Based on observing the law (human good ability & deeds)? No, but on that of faith.” (28) For we maintain that a man is justified by faith not from observing the law. God is equally free to condemn to the “Lake of Fire” those who reject Christ as Savior because He cannot compromise His righteousness.  

These Attributes of Righteousness & Justice Make Up the “Integrity of God”
I bring up the subject of the integrity of God or God’s perfect “holiness” because it is made up of the two attributes we just studied.  They are His righteousness and justice.  Billions of years ago in eternity past God decreed the creation the universe for His creatures.  He determined how He would relate to angels and human beings.  Our focus here will be with human beings.  During the course of human history He would reveal attributes of His essence that uniquely focus on us.  Our fellowship with God would be dependent upon His integrity.  That is why this doctrine is critical for you to understand the perfect plan of infinite God.  

The Greek word for “righteousness” is (dikaiosune).  It is one of the most important words in the New Testament and means much more than simply “righteousness.”  It can also mean “justice.”  Paul guided by the Holy Spirit uses this word because of its much deeper meaning than the other older Greek words for righteousness.  Paul takes this term from the 5th century Greek language used by the great thinkers of the time, like Aristotle, Socrates, Aristophanes, and Plato.  It is not the word from the common-language “Koine Greek” that is used in most of the New Testament.  This word describes righteousness not just in the sense of being good, but as a principle leading to correct thought and action.  Dikaiosune means, “To be fair and equal in dealing with others.”  It means “virtue and justice” in the sense of a judge’s ability to pronounce a fair verdict by really studying all the evidence in the light of his expert knowledge of the law.   Under the inspiration of the God the Holy Spirit, the human authors of the Bible gave the term dikaiosune Theos or the “righteousness of God” its full Scriptural meaning.   

In the following verses God the Holy Spirit tells us the role of righteousness and justice in salvation.   Paul wrote, Rom 1:16-17 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.  (17) “For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith (believers receive +R at the moment they personally believe in Jesus as their Savior)."  In the Bible the “Dikaiosune of God” means one of two things: (1) His “righteousness’ as the principle or standard of His integrity, or (2) His “justice” as the function or action of His integrity.  In other words, what the righteousness of God demands (approves of or disapproves of), the justice of God carries out (through blessing or judgment).  We can see from the salvation passage how God can bless the spiritually dead (unbelievers), totally depraved citizens of Satan’s kingdom without destroying His own perfection.   Salvation means that God treats us in justice.  He never lowers Himself to our imperfect level to save us.  He never does this with anything!  This would destroy His perfection.  The unbending strength of every quality of His essence is behind everything He thinks or does toward us.  He never makes exceptions.  HE DOES NOT ACT ON EMOTION…HE HAS NO EMOTION.  He never feels sorry for the “poor, lost sheep.”  He just does what is fair.  He is not sentimental about the lost.  He does nothing from impulse.  His works are never uncertain or shortsighted, and therefore His plan never needs to be revised, undone, or corrected.  Nothing He does can be undone…not even by God Himself!  No loophole will ever have to be closed because no loopholes exist!  This is our security, our comfort, our blessing.  

These Scripture verses describe God’s integrity.  The word holy in each verse is used by the Scripture to describe the righteousness and justice, which refer to God’s integrity.  1 Sam 2:2 “There is non holy as the Lord.”   Lev 19:2 "Speak to the entire assembly of Israel and say to them: 'be holy because I, the Lord your God, am holy.”   Ps 22:3 “Yet you are enthroned as the Holy One; you are the praise of Israel.”     Ps 47:8 “God reigns over the nations; God is seated on His holy throne.”     Ps 111:9 “He provided redemption for his people; He ordained His covenant forever…holy and awesome is His name.”   Rev 3:7 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of Him who is holy and true, who holds the key of David. What He opens no one can shut, and what He shuts no one can open.”     Rev 6:10 “They called out in a loud voice, "How long (will it be), Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood?" 
4.  Love
Love is the fourth attribute of God.  Much has been said about this attribute but little if anything is understood about it.  To understand divine or even human love, we must know Bible doctrine.  Since God is eternal (infinite) and immutable (unchangeable), His love is eternal and immutable, having no beginning or end.  Both the quality and quantity of His love remain the same as it has eternally.  

The love of God is an intrinsic, inherent (belonging to Him naturally…always existed in Him) attribute of divine essence, a vital part of His infinite being.  Love motivates all God’s actions together with righteousness and justice.  What righteousness demands, justice carries out through the love of God by means of His grace.  Love is what God is.  Never is such a definition used regarding mankind.  We might love someone or something, but we are never said to be love.  Divine love is totally superior to human love and needs no response, no returned love from another, no reassurance, and no show of faithfulness for His love to be preserved.  God’s love is eternal.  It is unchangeable.  He cannot fall in love.  He will not fall in love and never does fall in love.  He does not maintain His love or sustain His love by emotion.  God’s love exists with or without an object because God loves His own perfect righteousness and the perfect righteousness of the other Members of the eternal Trinity.  

God’s GRACE comes from His love.  His love is the motivation for everything He provides.  But God’s Plan of grace cannot come through to mankind until righteousness and justice have been satisfied.  When Christ hung on the cross, He was perfect righteousness in His humanity (sinless).  His spiritual death from being judged for our sins canceled out the sin barrier that separated us from God.  Righteousness demanded perfection or perfect righteousness (+R) on our part to have a relationship with God.  We did not have that because of our sinful nature (man is minus-R).  So Jesus Christ provided it through the perfect righteousness of His humanity.  The justice of God judged the sins of all mankind (unlimited atonement) and was satisfied with Christ work on the cross.  This work of Christ removed the barrier between God and man.  Now love can come through and bless ONLY those who believe in the work of Jesus Christ on the cross.  Those who accept and take the free gift of salvation offered at the cross by believing in Jesus Christ can NEVER be separated from the love of God.  Rom 8:38-39 “For I am convinced that neither death (physical death of man) nor life, neither angels (elect angels) nor demons (fallen angels), neither the present nor the future, nor any powers (world authorities),” (39) “neither height (into the heavens) nor depth (down below the sea), nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”   No matter how a believer fails, no matter what he does God keeps on loving him because of the righteousness in us (+R) that we received at salvation.  God loves His own righteousness and that righteousness (+R) lives in us when we are saved though Christ.  

God’s love depends on God’s character not ours.  This means that the Father has a love, which is not in any way related to emotion.  We tend to confuse emotion and mentality when it comes to love.  We listen to how we feel rather than what we think and know is right.  EMOTION DOES NOT EXIST IN GOD!  No Member of the Trinity has emotion.  It is NOT a part of the essence of God.  Emotion is strictly an activity of the human soul that helps us to appreciate what we have in the right lobe of the mentality of our souls.  All the functions of life are found in some part of the right lobe and the emotion is designed to respond to its various areas.  Those areas are: (1) The Frame of Reference.  (2) The Memory Center.  (3) The Vocabulary.  (4) Categories and (5) The Norms and Standards learned.  When your emotion functions properly it reflects what is in the content of the mentality of your soul.  If you are filled with the Spirit (in fellowship with God), your emotion will respond to situations from the relaxed mental attitude of your soul.  If you are in carnality (out of fellowship with God…sins not confessed…no rebound), you will react to situations most likely sinfully, negatively, self-righteously, through “human good,” or without tolerance.  It is very difficult for us to understand and realize, therefore, that God neither needs nor possesses emotion.

We need emotion as a prop for our mentality and when used properly, it can become a cushion for mental trauma.  Emotion under capacity for life in God’s plan for you and the fact that you are studying the Word daily is a wonderful thing.  It stimulates love.  But God’s love is totally independent of emotion.  Sometimes in the Bible a verb with emotional meaning is used in connection with God’s love; but this is simply the Holy Spirit using an anthropopathism (human characteristics assigned to God to describe His divine attitude in human terms for our understanding).  It is not a true characteristic of God’s essence.  An example of this is in Mal 1:2b-3 “Yet I have loved Jacob, (3) but Esau I have hated, and I have turned his mountains into a wasteland and left his inheritance to the desert jackals."   God’s love is infinitely greater and superior to any human type of love because it does not need anything to prop it up.  For example, one of the props in human love is response to the one giving the love.  Very few people can continue to love someone without some positive response from the person they love.  We would think they did not love us and eventually leave.  Nothing cools off love faster than unfaithfulness, antagonism or indifference (not caring).  These situations start an emotional reaction that could blow a ship out of water!  These situations do not cause someone to respond favorably.  Every carnal believer out of fellowship or not interested in God’s plan is unfaithful and antagonistic to God.  Yet God keeps right on loving him!   

God’s love has NO STRINGS attached to it.  He doesn’t respond to “if you’re nice to me, I’ll be nice to you.”  His love is fantastic.  He can love the believer who never does one thing according to God’s Plan in his entire Christian life just as much as He can the believer who serves Him faithfully.  God’s love is designed so that we believers can learn to appreciate it and respond to it.  But remember, the capacity for loving God is totally not related to emotion, props, or strings.  It is related to the Bible doctrine in your soul.  The more Bible doctrine in your soul, the more you know God and the more you love God.  People who just get sentimental over God do not even know Him!  If we ever fulfill what John says in 1 John 4:19 “We love Him, because He first loved us,”  that love must be without human ability, props, strings and emotion.

He expressed His love for mankind when He gave us His unique Son, Jesus Christ.  Rom 8:32 “He spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?”  How could one reject this kind of love?  You the believer must come to know Him through Bible doctrine.  Phil 3:10 “I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death.”   You cannot love someone you do not know.  The unbeliever has the responsibility of receiving that love through salvation and the consistent study of the Word after salvation.  Again, I repeat the more Bible doctrine living your soul, the more you know God.  The more you know God, the more you love Him.  

5.  Eternal Life (Infinity)

The fifth attribute of God is eternal life, absolute existence.  Exodus 3:14 “God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.'"  There never was a time when God did not exist.  He is infinite.  God has never had a beginning and He will never have an end; He existed in eternity past, and He will exist forever.  The Bible declares as fact that God is self-existent.  The Bible also tells us that God is a Spirit.  John 4:24 “God is spirit, and His worshipers must worship in spirit and in truth."  This means that God is not a material being and is immaterial in His existence.  Another very important aspect or side of God that is revealed in Scripture is that He is life itself.  In John 5:26, Christ said, “For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself.”   Because God is life makes it possible for Him to give life (eternal life) to those who trust in Christ.   He was not created.  This truth is so foreign to our little minds.  Humans cannot fathom or understand at all what self-existence and eternity means.  We have finite minds.  In other words, we have limits and boundaries.  God does not.  He is infinite…limitless and boundless.  He fills all space.  Any other explanation of God would picture a god who is less than God because it would make God subject to something outside of Himself.  Although this cannot be understood by experience, we can believe it through faith because it is revealed in the Scripture, God’s Word.  It can also be believed because of the infinite nature of God existing from eternity past to eternity future.  What is true of His existence is also true of God Himself, that is, God is an infinite Being.  The psalmist David describes this when he said in Psalm 145:3, “Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; His greatness no one can fathom.”   

There is a difference between eternal life and “life everlasting” or “everlasting life.”  Mankind can only possess “everlasting life.”  The only way man can have everlasting life is by being in God’s plan.  John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall never perish but have everlasting life.”   Everlasting life has a beginning but no ending.  Eternal life has no beginning and no ending.  For both the believer and the unbeliever eternity is everlasting; but the unbeliever who fails to make his decision for Jesus Christ in time will suffer everlasting punishment and regret.  Matt 25:46 “Then they (unbelievers) will go away to everlasting punishment, but the righteous (believers) to everlasting life."   John 8:51 “I tell you the truth, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death."  The believer can rest in the knowledge spoken of in Deut 33:27 “The eternal God is his refuge.”

6.  Omniscience
The sixth attribute is omniscience.  This English word is taken from two Latin words: Omnis, meaning “all,” and Sciens meaning “knowing.”  Omniscience then means, “all-knowing.”  God knows all things; He is all-knowledge.          1 Sam 2:3 “…for the Lord is a God of knowledge, and by Him actions are weighed.”   Job 34:16 “Do you know the balancing of the clouds, the wondrous works of Him that is perfect in knowledge?”   Jer 16:17 “My eyes are on all their ways; they are not hidden from me, nor is their sin concealed from my eyes.”  Ezek 11:5 “…but I know what is going through your mind.   Heb 4:13 “Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight.  Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.   Jesus spoke of the Father’s knowledge in Matt 10:29-30, “Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from the will of your Father.” (30) “And even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”    

God’s knowledge is not related to time nor limited by time.  Our knowledge is totally based on time.  We often say that “hindsight is better than foresight” because we can’t see into the future.  We can go back and evaluate things that have happened in the past, see our failures and, hopefully, learn from them.  We can speculate about the future and even make some pretty accurate guesses.  But none of us knows exactly what will happen tomorrow.  We are slaves to time, and we are limited by time but God’s knowledge is superimposed over time.  It is beyond time.  This is a truth that is difficult to understand for mankind because of our dependency on time.

We continue to learn as long as we live on this earth.  God has never had to learn anything.  He has always known everything…every thought, every motive, every event, and every action of every creature in heaven and on earth.  Darkness hides nothing from God.  Isa 46:10 “I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come. I say: My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please.”   Isa 41:26 “Who told of this from the beginning, so we could know, or beforehand, so we could say, 'He was right'? No one told of this, no one foretold it; no one heard any words from you.”   Isa 42:9 “See, the former things have taken place, and new things I declare; before they spring into being I announce them to you."  Isa 43:9 “All the nations gather together and the peoples assemble. Which of them foretold this and proclaimed to us the former things? Let them bring in their witnesses to prove they were right, so that others may hear and say, "It is true."  Acts 2:23 “This Man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put Him to death by nailing Him to the cross.”  Acts 15:17-18 “that the remnant of men may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who bear my name, says the Lord, who does these things (18) that have been known for ages.” 
Because He is omniscient, He knows what is best for those who trust in Him.   Nahum 1:7 “The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in Him.”   We may not understand the troubles and sufferings that come into our lives; yet when we view them in hindsight, it becomes clear that God knew all along what He was doing.  John 13:7 “Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand." 
No creature of God can even begin to come near to the wisdom and understanding of God: Rom 11:33 “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments, and His paths beyond tracing out!”  1 Sam 16:7 “But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart (God reads our minds)."   Ps 44:21 “…would not God have discovered it, since He knows the secrets of the heart?”  Ps 147:5 “Great is our Lord and mighty in power; His understanding has no limit.”      Proverbs 3:19 “By wisdom the Lord laid the earth's foundations, by understanding He set the heavens in place.”    Proverbs 5:21 “For a man's ways are in full view of the Lord, and He examines all his paths.”    Jer 17:10 “I the Lord search the heart (right lobe of the soul), and examine the mind (reads it), to reward a man according to his conduct, according to what his deeds deserve."  Jer 51:15 “He made the earth by His power; He founded the world by His wisdom and stretched out the heavens by His understanding.”     Matt 6:8 “Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.”   Rom 8:27 “And He who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints (believers in Jesus Christ) in accordance with God's will.”     I John 3:20 “…for God is greater than our hearts (right lobe of the soul), and He knows everything.” 
It is God’s intention for every believer to come to understand EVERYTHING IN THE BIBLE…IN TIME by the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  Anything that God intended to remain mysterious to our limited minds was not included in the Bible.  Deut 29:29 “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law.”  Certainly, you will not learn it all at once, because knowledge is built upon knowledge; but if you stay with it, it can be done…and SHOULD BE DONE!  Remember, every book in the Bible was written by a human author who understood by means of the Holy Spirit what he was writing down.  

7.  Omnipresence
The seventh attribute is omnipresence.  It is a theological term that refers to the unlimited nature of God or His ability to be everywhere at all times.  God is ever-present.  Jer 23:24 “’Can anyone hide in secret places so that I cannot see him?’ declares the Lord. ’Do not I fill heaven and earth?’ declares the Lord.”  God is not limited by time or space.  He is both immanent and transcendent.  This means He goes beyond time and space and fills all there is to fill.  Acts 17:24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands.”  This explains the phrase in I Kings 8:27 “But will God really dwell on earth? The heavens, even the highest heaven, cannot contain you.  How much less this temple I have built!”  Another example is found in Isa 66:1 “This is what the Lord says: ‘Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool. Where is the house you will build for me? Where will my resting place be?’”  In other words He is both in heaven and on earth simultaneously (at the same time).  Deut 4:39 “Acknowledge and take to heart this day that the LORD is God in heaven above and on the earth below. There is no other.”  Here is a very important piece of Bible information for you to learn: the omnipresence of God is one of the reasons that made it impossible for Jesus Christ to go to the cross as God.  Deity cannot reduce and limit itself to one place; therefore, He had to become true humanity.  He had to become a man to do it.  When Jesus Christ went to the cross, He did not bear our sins in His divine nature or essence but IN HIS OWN UNIQUE BODY!   1 Pet 2:24 “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree (cross), so that we might die to sin (the sin nature in us) and live for righteousness (+R) (given at salvation); by His wounds (Jesus’ spiritual death on the cross) you have been healed.”  

It should be a very sobering thought for the unbeliever to realize that he cannot escape the presence of God.      Ps 139:7 “Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence?”   Proverbs 15:3 “The eyes of the Lord are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good.”   It should be comforting however, for believers to know that He will never leave them nor forsake them.  Psalms 23:6 “Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.”  Heb 13:5 “Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." 
8.  Omnipotence
The eighth attribute of God is omnipotence.  This means God is all-powerful and limitless in His ability.  Ps 147:5 “Great is our Lord and mighty in power; His understanding has no limit.”    Gen 17:1 “When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.”

Gen 18:14 “Is anything too hard for the Lord?  I will return to you at the appointed time next year and Sarah will have a son."    Ps 24:8 “Who is this King of glory? The Lord is strong and mighty, the Lord is mighty in battle.”   Ps 93:1 “The Lord reigns, He is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed in majesty and is armed with strength. The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved.”    Isa 40:26 “Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name.  Because of His great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.”  Isa 50:2 “When I came, why was there no one? When I called, why was there no one to answer? Was my arm too short to ransom you? Do I lack the strength to rescue you? By a mere rebuke I dry up the sea, I turn rivers into a desert; their fish rot for lack of water and die of thirst.”   Jer 27:5 “With my great power and outstretched arm I made the earth and its people and the animals that are on it, and I give it to anyone I please.”  Jer 32:19 “great are your purposes and mighty are your deeds. Your eyes are open to all the ways of men; you reward everyone according to his conduct and as his deeds deserve.  Matt 19:26 “Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible."  

God’s power like His love needs nothing to support it.  We usually associate power with the physical body; but God does not need muscles…He doesn’t even have a body!  (Note: Jesus Christ as the God-Man, the Father’s Son, has a body but it is unlike any other body because Jesus was born without an old sin nature.  Jesus’ body was capable of great human strength, which He demonstrated during His ministry as the Perfect God-Man on earth).  So when speaking of the attribute of omnipotence, we are talking about the divine attribute, not about human strength here (not even the Lord’s human strength).  Omnipotence is found in each Member of the Trinity, including God the Son in His deity only.  It goes far beyond the human comprehension of power and strength.  

God’s omnipotence is also limitless in His authority.  By His power He rules and upholds all things.  1 Chronicles 29:11-12 “Yours, O Lord is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O Lord, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all.” (12) “Wealth and honor come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all.”    Ps 33:9 “For He spoke, and it came to be; He commanded, and it stood firm.”   Ps 66:7 “He rules forever by His power, His eyes watch the nations.”      Rom 13:1 “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.”    Heb 1:3 “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful Word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.”   The only limit to God’s power is negative volition on the part of angels and mankind.  He cannot stop negative volition because He would be coercing volition.  He cannot force volition to do what He wants for us.  

God’s power and authority are shown in many ways.  The creation of the universe and the restoration of the earth are among the greatest demonstrations of His power.   Gen 1:1 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”    Jer 32:17 “Ah, Sovereign Lord, you have made the heavens and the earth by your great power and outstretched arm. Nothing is too hard for you.”  Other demonstrations include His works in regard to Israel, like the parting of the Red Sea to save them.  Ps 74:13 “It was you who split open the sea by your power; you broke the heads of the monster (the Egyptians) in the waters.”  And this can be seen in the conquering of Israel’s enemies in the Books of Joshua and Judges and in 2 Chronicles 25:8 “Even if you go and fight courageously in battle, God will overthrow you before the enemy, for God has the power to help or to overthrow." 
God is mighty to save.  Neh 1:10 “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength and your mighty hand.”  And again in Heb 7:25 “Therefore He is able to save completely those who come to God through Him (Jesus Christ), because He always lives to intercede for them (believers).”  To those of us who believe in Jesus Christ He makes this known to us.  Eph 1:19 ”…and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.  (These are) in accordance with the working of the strength of His might.”  He is mighty to keep the believer.  1 Pet 1:5 “who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.” (NAS)  NOTHING AND NO ONE…NOT EVEN SATAN HIMSELF…CAN REMOVE US FROM THIS EARTH, with the exception of our own volition (suicide), until it is the Lord’s time for us to go home.  The omnipotent, almighty God says to all believers in Jeremiah 32:27, “Look, I am the Lord, the God of all flesh: is there anything too hard for me?”  When we learn to apply this truth, we will answer God like Job did in Job 42:2, “I know that YOU CAN DO EVERYTHING.”  We will relax when we learn and know what Luke 1:37 says.  “…WITH GOD NOTHING WILL BE IMPOSSIBLE.”
9.  Immutability
The ninth attribute is immutability.  This means that God cannot change in His nature.  God is perfect, faithful and absolute stability and He can never change His perfection or stability in any way because it is His nature or essence.  Psalm 102:26-27, “They will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment. Like clothing you will change them and they will be discarded.  (27) “You remain the same, and your years will never end.”  Paul quotes this Psalm in Heb 1:12.  “You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end."   It is stated again in Malachi 3:6, “I the Lord do not change.”   Isa 40:28 “Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and His understanding no one can fathom.”  This shows us something of God’s thinking in eternity past (billions and billions of years ago) when He thought about man’s sin and its solution.  Since righteousness cannot have anything to do with a sin and justice can only condemn sin, God could not love sinful man without compromising His righteousness and justice.  The solution to this is God’s grace.  You see eternal life cannot die, omnipresence cannot be in one place, and immutability cannot change; but grace found a way through the CROSS.  As perfect and sinless true humanity, God the Son, Jesus Christ, would not have these limitations that deity has in its essence and attributes.   2 Cor 5:21 “God made Him (Jesus Christ) who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him we might become the righteousness (+R) of God.”  And therefore, as a perfect man, Jesus could pay the penalty of sin by being judged for the sins of the world (the entire human race).  God the Father was satisfied with the work of Christ as our substitute for judgment because He made the perfect sacrifice.  The SINLESS man, Jesus Christ, took the place of SINFUL mankind.  No compromise here.  God can now love us (those who believe in Jesus Christ as their personal Savior) because of Christ’s work (His spiritual death while being judged for all sins) for us on the cross.  Immutability ties it all together.  Because of God’s immutability His love is unchangeable; because of His eternal life His love is undying and lasts forever.        

God’s Word is unchangeable, Ps 119:89 “Your word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens.”    Ps 148:6 “He set them in place for ever and ever; he gave a decree that will never pass away.”    Isa 40:8 “The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the Word of our God stands forever."   1 Pet 1:25 “but the Word of the Lord stands forever." And this is the word that was preached to you.”  ...and His works are unchangeable, Eccl 3:14 “I know that everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from it. God does it so that men will revere him.”  

God gives us two immutable things…the person of Jesus Christ and Bible doctrine.  Heb 6:18 “God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope (confidence) offered to us may be greatly encouraged.”   Jesus Christ is immutable.  Heb 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  The Bible is the mind of Christ.  1 Cor 2:16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct him?" But we have the mind of Christ.”  He gives us something of Himself (stability plus) when He gives us doctrine.  When we have doctrine in the soul, we have the only stabilizer in life.  There is nothing in you or in me that is stable.  We just put together a little “house of cards,” and anyone or anything can blow the whole thing away.  We are not consistent.  We build up or brag about the things we are stable and consistent in and shut out or put aside (ignore) the things we are not stable or consistent in and then call ourselves stable.  It’s like ignoring that part of us we do not want to face.  But in the light of God’s perfect stability, we are not stable at all!  

God’s faithfulness comes from His immutability.  Lam 3:22-23 “Because of the Lord's great love we have not been eaten up (wasted away from neglect), for his compassions never fail.” (23) “They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”  The Bible tells us many ways in which God is faithful to us.  


First, God is faithful in keeping His promises.  Num 23:19 “God is not a man, that he should lie, nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. Does He speak and then not act? Does He promise and not fulfill?”  I Kings 8:56 “Praise be to the Lord, who has given rest to His people Israel just as He promised. Not one word has failed of all the good promises He gave through His servant Moses.”     2 Cor 1:20 “For no matter how many promises God has made, they are "Yes" in Christ. And so through Him the "Amen" is spoken by us to the glory of God.”   Titus 1:2 “a faith and knowledge resting on the hope (confidence) of eternal life, which God, who does not lie, promised before the beginning of time.”   Heb 10:23 “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope (confidence) we declare, for Hhe who promised is faithful.”  Heb 11:11 “By faith Abraham, even though he was past age (sexually dead), and Sarah herself was infertile, was enabled to become a father because he considered Him (God) faithful who had made the promise.”   We have all been disappointed by broken promises; we have all made promises we have not kept.  This is human nature.  God is not a man…He cannot lie or break promises He has made!  

Second, God is faithful to forgive.  1 John 1:9 “If we confess (rebound) our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing (not staying in fellowship in the spiritual plan He has for us).”   He doesn’t forgive us because we feel sorry for our sins or promise never to do them again; He forgives because Christ has already paid the penalty (Christ died spiritually for sins) for our sins.  
Third, He is faithful in keeping us saved.  We have eternal security in Him.  2 Tim 2:12-13 “…if we endure, we will also reign with Him. If we disown Him, he will also disown us (loss of eternal rewards); (13) if we are faithless, He will remain faithful, for He cannot disown Himself (+R in us that He gave us at salvation).”  Even though we might say after we are saved, “I no longer believe in Christ, “ God is still faithful to us.  There is NOTHING we can do or say to lose our salvation once we have believed in Jesus Christ as our personal Savior.  God never takes back what He gives us through salvation (39 irrevocable gifts and 1 revocable gift, the “filling of the Spirit” which we lose through sinning, but regain after rebound).   Since God did the saving, He does the keeping.  If we had helped God in any way, we would be justified in thinking we could lose our salvation by something we might do.  But guess what?  GOD DID ALL THE WORK!  We simply received the free gift He gave us…His Son.

Fourth, God is faithful to deliver us from pressure or testing.  1 Cor 10:13 “No temptation (testing) has seized you (from your sin nature or from an external source) except what is common to man. And God is faithful; He will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it (escape it). 
Fifth, He is faithful in stabilizing and protecting the believer. 2 Thess 3:3 “But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the evil one.”  God’s immutability is our anchor in these unstable times.  

Sixth, He is faithful in the administration of His Plan.  1 Cor 1:9 “God, who has called you into fellowship with His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, is faithful.”  

Seventh, He is faithful in that He provides all that we will ever need in this life.  1Thes 5:24 “The one who calls you is faithful and He will do it.” 
10.  Veracity
The tenth attribute is veracity and it means that God is absolute truth, which is an expression of His righteousness (His perfection…He can only act perfectly and justly).  Deut 32:4 “He is the Rock, His works are perfect, and all His ways are just. A faithful God who does no wrong, upright and just is He.   If God is to be faithful to us, He must level with us.  We must have all the facts concerning Him as well as the facts concerning mankind.  So His veracity or truth is demonstrated by the way He acts.  Ps 25:10 “All the ways (actions) of the Lord are loving and faithful for those (believers) who obey the commands of His covenant.”  Ps 86:15 “But you, O Lord, are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.”   Rev 15:3 “and sang the song of Moses the servant of God and the song of the Lamb: "Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty. Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.”   His truth is also demonstrated in His works.  Ps 33:4 “For the word of the Lord is right and true; He is faithful in all He does.”    Ps 111:7-8 “The works of His hands are faithful and just; all His precepts are trustworthy (you can believe them because they are true). (8) They are steadfast (unchanging, firm) for ever and ever, done in faithfulness and uprightness.”   Dan 4:37 “Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything He does is right and all His ways are just. And those who walk in pride (arrogance) He is able to humble.”     He is also true in His Word.  2 Sam 7:28 “O Sovereign Lord, you are God! Your words are trustworthy, and you have promised these good things to your servant.”    1 King 17:24 “Then the woman said to Elijah, "Now I know that you are a man of God and that the word of the Lord from your mouth is the truth."  Ps 19:9 “The fear (respect) of the Lord is pure, enduring forever. The ordinances of the Lord are sure and altogether righteous.”   Ps 119:142 “Your righteousness is everlasting and your law is true.”     Ps 138:2 “I will bow down toward your holy temple and will praise your name for your love and your faithfulness, for you have exalted above all things your name (reputation) and your word.”    John 17:17 “Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth.”     2 Cor 6:7 “in truthful speech and in the power of God; with weapons of righteousness in the right hand and in the left.”   Eph 1:13 “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal (+R), the promised Holy Spirit (living in us).”   God is not only the author of truth, but He is Truth itself.  Jesus declared in His high priestly prayer the night before His crucifixion in John 17:3, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”  To know God is to know the truth.  Christ said of Himself in John 14:6, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life.”

The sum total of divine veracity or truth is found in the written Word…the Bible, the Canon of Scriptures.  Before it was in completed in written form in 90 AD, God’s truth was taught in various ways:  He spoke verbally.  Gen 17:1-2 “When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, "I am God Almighty; walk before me and be blameless.  (2) I will confirm my covenant between me and you and will greatly increase your numbers (many Jews will be born and fill the earth)."     Heb 6:17-18 “Because God wanted to make the unchanging nature of His purpose very clear to the heirs (believers) of what was promised, He confirmed it with an oath. (18) God did this so that, by two unchangeable things in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope (confidence)  offered to us may be greatly encouraged.”    He also sent angels to teach; He used the prophets, priests and other communicators.  But now that the Bible is complete, God speaks only through His Word.

Summary and Conclusion of God’s Essence and the Trinity
Those of us who have positive volition and are saved receive the indwelling of Christ for fellowship and indwelling of the Holy Spirit for function in the Christian Life, the Spiritual Life.  God the Father becomes our heavenly Father, looking after all our needs, both in blessing and punishment.  We enter into the most marvelous relationship and have the ability for the most wonderful life that a person can have in time.  Whether or not you actually realize this “super grace” life or this life of spiritual maturity again depends on your positive volition toward Bible doctrine, which is the Word of the Father.  Heb 4:12 “For the word of God is alive and powerful. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”   It is the mind of Christ.  1 Cor 2:16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?" But we have the mind of Christ.”  It is the voice of the Holy Spirit.  John 16:13 “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come.”    Heb 3:7-8a “So, as the Holy Spirit says: "Today, if you hear His voice (8) do not harden your hearts (negative volition to the study of the Word of God_)…” 
The “Doctrine of the Trinity” and the “Doctrine of Divine Essence” have tremendous and far-reaching importance and effect on us.  Through them we are given an insight into the infinite (eternal) Being of God, while at the same time we become increasingly aware that we have a God who, though He transcends far above us, yet comes down to us to dwell in us and to give to us something of Himself and His holy character. 
Close in Prayer:  may God the Holy Spirit make these doctrines real to you and a permanent part of your soul for your spiritual growth.  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen   


2 Cor 13:14 “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.” (NIV)
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