PAGE  
12
WHY HAVE I BEEN CREATED?

Or What is My Personal Sense of Destiny?

Lesson 19a – The Plan of God August 29, 2004
Made up from Grace Bible Conference Notes August 3-8, 2004


A VERY SPECIAL LESSON
Heb 4:12 “For the word of God is alive and powerful, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of the soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a critic of thoughts and intents of the heart.  

2 Tim 3:16-17 “All Scripture is God-breathed and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction and instruction in righteousness, (17) so that the man of God may be (Spiritually) mature, thoroughly furnished unto all good works (divine good in the filling of the spirit).” 

2 Tim 2:15 “Study (God’s Word) to show yourself approved unto God a workman (believer in God’s plan) that need not be ashamed (at the “Evaluation Seat of Christ”) rightly dividing the word of truth (applying the Word and serving the Lord).” (KJV)
Turn your eyes on Jesus,

Look full into His wonderful face,

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim

In the light of His glory and grace.
These are helpful words for every season of history.  But they are particularly appropriate during these days of increasing spiritual darkness.  Our culture has dramatically stepped up its anti-Christian philosophy.  Ten thousand voices are calling for our time, energy, possessions, and affection.  
Some of these voices are direct appeals from the evil one and his army.

Some are temporal voices (cosmic, worldly) with no eternal value. 
Some are good voices, but not the best.

Rom 8:35-37 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?  (36) As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."  (37) No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.  If we are to be “more than conquerors,” we must keep our eyes upon Jesus.

Please answer the following questions:

1. Did you choose whether or not to be born?

2. Did you choose your parents?

3. Did you choose when or where you would be born?

4. Did you choose the color of your skin?

5. Did you choose the gender of your sex?

6. Did you choose your traits and physical characteristics?

7. Do you think you are in control of everything in your life?

8. Do you get to choose when you will die?

The answer to every one of these questions is NO, emphatically NO, and NO.  

Now I want you to think about the following epigram for me:

“Only one life,

Will soon be past,

Only what’s done for Christ will last.”

WHY HAVE I BEEN CREATED?

Our personal sense of destiny answers vital questions such as:  “Why have I been created and placed on this earth?”   Or “Why does God leave us on earth after our salvation?”   In discovering our destiny, our motivation is crucial; we must learn how to see life from the God’s viewpoint.  Isa 55:8-9 "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways," declares the Lord.  (9) "For (as) the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.”  (NAS)  We begin with a simplistic assertion: through understanding your personal sense of destiny, you will know God’s purpose for you life, and you will understand how all the pieces of your life fit together.  Rom 8:28-30“And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to (His) purpose.  (29) For whom He foreknew, He also predestined (to become) conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the first-born (Jesus, the privileged ONE) among many brethren;”   

God knew what He was doing from the beginning, and He decided how to shape the lives of those who would believe in Jesus Christ as their personal Savior.  If you believe that God has a plan and purpose for your life, this divine perspective will reduce stress in your life, clarify your decisions, increase your contentment, and prepare you for eternity.  The doctrine of election teaches equal privilege and equal opportunity for all.  You have the same opportunity as everyone else to advance to spiritual maturity and glorify God in your personal sense of destiny.  If you have the right priorities, you will have freedom.  John 8:32 “…and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free (free to live with divine purpose)."
If you have the wrong priorities you will have a life of slavery or bondage.   Romans 7:24 “Wretched man that I am! Who will set me free from the body of this death (Spiritual death…the battle with the old sin nature)?”   
Everything above and below, visible and invisible, begins with God, and finds its purpose in Him.  Col 1:16-17 “For by Him all things were created, (both) in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones (good or immoral) or dominions (good or immoral) or rulers (good or immoral) or authorities (good or immoral)…all things have been created by Him and for Him.”  (17) “And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  You have been created fore Him.  Your personal sense of destiny is far greater than your own personal fulfillment.  Luke 14:26-27.  “"If anyone comes to me, and does not hate (this means love less in the Greek) his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple.  (27) Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.”    John 1:13 “…who were born (spiritually) not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh (can’t save ourselves), nor of the will of man, but of God.”     Isa 43:7 “Everyone who is called by my name, and whom I have created for my glory, whom I have formed, even whom I have made."  Rev 4:11 “Worthy art you, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for you did create all things, and because of your will they existed, and were created."  
The search for the purpose of live has perplexed humanity for thousands of years because we begin at the wrong starting point…ourselves!  Focusing on ourselves will never reveal our true purpose. Rom7:18 “For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the wishing is present in me, but the doing of the good (is) not.”  You did not create yourself, so how can you tell yourself what you were created for?  You were made by God and for God, and until we understand this, life will never make sense.  Isa 45:12 “It is I who made the earth, and created man upon it. I stretched out the heavens with my hands, and I ordained their entire host (stars).”  It is only “in God” that we discover our true origin, identity, meaning, and significance; every other path is a dead end.  God has assigned to you a number of days to live on this earth.  Psalms 90:12 “So teach us to number our days, that we may present to you a heart of wisdom.”    Psalm 31:15 “My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.”  God has given us an assignment, and He has also given us a certain amount of time to fulfill this destiny.

King Solomon wrote in Eccl 3:1-8:
1. There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event under heaven…

2.  A time to give birth, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to uproot what is planted.

3. A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to tear down, and a time to build up.

4. A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance.

5. A time to throw stones, and a time to gather stones; a time to embrace, and a time to shun embracing.

6. A time to search, and a time to give up as lost; a time to keep, and a time to throw away.

7. A time to tear apart, and a time to sew together; a time to be silent, and a time to speak.

8. A time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace.

9. What profit is there to the worker from that in which he toils?”

Without understanding God’s divine purpose, we will conclude as Solomon did in verse 9, that there is no profit for our work.
The concept of time is so interwoven into our daily lives… “What time is it?  “I don’t have time.”  “How much time will it take?”  “Don’t waste your time on that!”  God gives you a certain amount of time, so that you might use it for His glory.  Eph 5:15-16 says,” Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, (16) making the most of your time, because the days are evil.”  
Every day we live is a gracious gift from God, and each day we must have time set aside for our relationship with Him.  The only time we have to honor God is the number of days He has given us in the Christian life. Psalms 90:12 “So teach us to number our days, that we may present to you a heart of wisdom.”    James 4:13-15 “Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit.”  (14) Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow. You are (just) a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away.  (15) Instead, (you ought) to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live today and also do this or that."   The fact that even the unbeliever lives another day reveals the faithfulness of God.  Lam 3:22-23 “The Lord's lovingkindness (grace) indeed never ceases, for His compassions never fail.  (23) (They) are renewed every morning; great is your faithfulness.”   We need Bible doctrine consistently.  We actually lose days, through divine discipline.   Psalm 102:23 “He has weakened my strength in the way; He has shortened my days.”  Therefore, we are told to buy back the time in Eph 5:16-17 “…constantly buying the time, because the days are evil. (17) So then do not be ignorant, but understand what the will of the Lord is.”   Time is precious.  It is irretrievable.  You can never get back the time you wasted; it is gone forever.  The greatest use of one’s life is to spend it on something that will outlast it.  God’s timing is perfect and if you are in fellowship with Him, you will have peace of mind with everything you do.

God has given us an assignment, namely to fulfill our personal sense of destiny, and God has also given us a certain amount of time to fulfill this destiny.  After wasting most of his life, Solomon asks in Eccl 3:9 “What profit is there to the worker from that in which he toils?”  The word “toils” is the Hebrew amel, meaning monotonous and wearisome labor or work.  It means doing the same thing again and again until you are sick of it, and tired and exhausted.  It describes and individual whose life is boring and tiresome, with no meaning, purpose, or definition.
1. Understanding your personal sense of destiny means to appreciate time as a gracious gift from the Lord.  Psalms 90:12 “So teach us to number our days, that we may present to you heart of wisdom (full of God’s Word).”     

2. Our attitude toward time should be respect (not cynicism).  Eph 5:14 “For this reason it says, "Awake, sleeper, and arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you."
3. Life has no meaning, purpose, or definition if we mock the details of life and ignore our personal sense of destiny.
4. Without an understanding of our personal sense of destiny, time becomes a form of slavery and bondage, from which there is no escape but death.
5. Bondage to time means no capacity for life, love, and happiness.

6. Your personal sense of destiny is a provision from God, not a problem to be ignored.

7. For the believer who understands his personal sense of destiny, the most insignificant of chores or tasks becomes a place of service to the Lord.  Luke 19:17 “And He said to him, 'Well done, my good and faithful servant, because you have been faithful in a very little thing, be in authority over ten cities (in the Millennial reign of Christ).'”
8. There is no such thing as a monotonous job, only monotonous people!

Solomon continues in Eccl 3:10 “I have seen the task which God has given the sons of men with which to occupy themselves.”  Solomon has been wasting time in reversionism and he has suffered the consequences.  Neglecting doctrine now will catch up with you in the future.  Solomon arrives at a conclusion in Eccl 3:11a “He has made everything appropriate in its time."   Our problem is not so much what happens to us  but our perspective after it happens to us.  When something occurs that we did not want, we ask, “What kind of God would allow this to happen to me?  What we miss is our part in the angelic conflict and the fulfillment of our personal sense of destiny. 

Solomon continues with the second conclusion in Eccl 3:11 “He has made everything appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end.”  God has placed a deep yearning in man for that which is eternal, as we see in David in Psalm 42:1 “As the deer pants for the water brooks, so my soul pants for you, O God.”  It is a delicate and sensitive desire that can be snuffed out by hardness of heart from lack of taking in God’s Word or and negative volition to the plan of God.  However, the more this desire is fed, the stronger it becomes.  This desire for the eternal means that every member of the human race has a divine destination for their life desired by God.  2 Pet 3:9 ‘The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”    1 Tim 2:4 “…who desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.”  The idea that mankind can find happiness apart form God is vain and futile.  Most people never really live life, but are always hoping to really live life some day.  Many people try to use God for their own self-purpose, but this is doomed to failure.  You were made for God, not vice versa, and life is about letting God use you for His purposes.  John 3:30 “He (God) must increase (in my life), but I (selfishness) must decrease.”

The easiest way to discover the purpose of an invention is to ask its creator of the invention, right? The same is true for discovering the purpose of life…ask God!  God has not left us in the dark to wonder about the true meaning of life.  He has clearly revealed His purposes for our lives through the Bible.  The Bible is our Owner’s Manual, explaining why we are alive, how life works, what to avoid, and what to expect in the future.  God is not just the starting point of your life; He is the source of it.  It is in Christ that we discover who we are and what we are living for.   Acts 17:28 “…for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, 'For we also are His offspring.'”    Col 1:16 “For by Him all things were created, (both) in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities…all things have been created by Him and for Him.”   Col 2:9-13 “For in Him (Lord Jesus Christ) all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, (10) and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; (11) and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh (old sin nature) by the circumcision of Christ; (12) having been buried with Him in baptism (lf the Holy Spirit), in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.  (13) And when you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh (Spiritually dead), He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions…”  Long before we first heard of the Lord Jesus Christ, He had His eye on us.  He designed us for glory, and He is working out that which He has placed within us.  Phil 1:6 “(For I am) confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”  If you pray for strength that you might achieve, He may make you weak that you might obey.  If you pray for health that you might do great things, He may give you afflictions that you might do even greater things.  You are who you are for a reason, and you are part of an intricate plan.  Isa 44:2 “Thus says the Lord who made you and formed you out from the womb, who will help you, 'Do not fear, O Jacob My servant; and you Jeshurun (Israel) whom I have chosen.”
Solomon said in Eccl 4:4 “And I saw that all labor and all achievement spring from man's envy of his neighbor. This too is meaningless, a chasing after the wind.”  Solomon observed that the basic motive for success is the driving force of envy and jealousy.  Everyone’s life is driven by something.  Most dictionaries define the verb “drive” as “to guide, to control, or to direct.”  What is the driving force in your life?  Right now you may be driven by a painful memory, a haunting fear, someone you admire who achieved worldly wealth, or a spiritual conviction.  There are thousands of circumstances and emotions that can drive your life.

1) Guilt. People spend their entire lives running from regrets and hiding their shame, trying to please others.  Trying to please people can destroy your relationship with God.  John 12:43 “…for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.”  Guilt-driven people are usually manipulated by memories, allowing their past to control their future.  Guilt separates a person from God because guilt is a sin.  Guilty people unconsciously punish themselves.  This punishment is self-induced misery from not confessing the sin of guilt.

a) Parents use guilt as a method of manipulating their children, rather than legitimate discipline and correction.

b) Satan accuses God’s people to bring guilt upon them.  Rev 12:10 “And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, "Now the salvation, and the power, and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser (Satan) of our brethren has been thrown down, who accuses them before our God day and night.”
c) Sin can make one feel so guilty that he/she hides from God.  Gen 3:7-10 “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings.  (8) And they heard the sound of the Lord God (Jesus) walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  (9) Then the Lord God called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?"  (10) And he said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself."
d) Being too concerned about what others say produces guilt.  John 12:42-43 “Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing (Him), lest they should be put out of the synagogue; (43) for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.”
e) Receiving something you did not earn can produce guilt; many people have difficulty accepting gifts.

f) Guilty people are often unable to say “no,” and will do anything that anyone asks them.

g) People experience guilt due to feelings of inadequacy or an inferiority complex.  2 Cor 10:12 “We do not dare to classify or compare ourselves with some who commend themselves (pat themselves on the back). When they measure themselves by themselves and compare themselves with themselves, they are not wise.”
h) Many people cannot accept their own weaknesses.  Again 2 Cor 10:12.
i) It is possible to experience guilt, not only from the evil that we do, but also from the good we neglect to do.  James 4:17 “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins.”  When Cain sinned, his guilt severed him form God’s presence, and God said in Gen 4:12, “When you cultivate the ground, it shall no longer yield its strength to you; you shall be a vagrant and a wanderer on the earth."
      This describes most people today…wandering through life without a purpose.  We are products of our past, but we do not have to be its prisoners.  God’s purpose is not limited by your past; He turned a murderer named Moses into a leader, and He turned a coward named Gideon into a courageous hero, and He can do amazing things with the rest of your life as well.  God specializes in giving people a fresh start.  God holds nothing against you, and there is happiness for those whose guilt has been forgiven.  Ps 32:1 “How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered!”  There is relief for those who have confessed their sins.  Prov 28:13 “He who conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes (them) will find compassion.”
2) Resentment and anger.  Instead of releasing their pain through forgiveness, people rehearse it over and over again in their minds.  They are always thinking about the negative, in contrast to what the Scripture says in Philippians 4:8  Phil 4:8 “Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, let your mind dwell on these things.”  Those who have hurt you in the past cannot continue to hurt you now, unless you hold on to the pain through resentment.
3) Fear.  Fear may be a result of a traumatic experience, unrealistic expectations, or even genetic predisposition.  Regardless of the cause, fear-driven people often miss great opportunities because they are afraid to take risks.  Fear is a self-imposed prison.  I John 4:18 “There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. But he who fears has not been made perfect in love.”
4) Materialism.  The desire to acquire “stuff” can become the goal of one’s life as he ignores his personal sense of destiny.  This drive to always want more is based on the misconceptions that possessions will make us more happy and secure, as illustrated in the popular parable of the prodigal son in Luke Chap. 15.  
The prodigal son is at home, but he is dissatisfied because he doesn’t understand his personal sense of destiny.  In other words, he neglected to learn God’s Word and plan for his life.  The father in this parable represents God the Father, and his two sons represent two kinds of believers (this is a message directed toward believers from the Lore Jesus Christ).  We read in Luke 15:12 “…and the younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the share of the estate that falls to me.' And he divided his wealth between them.”    The prodigal son accepted the blessings of the Father (as all men do who live on God’s earth), while turning his back on his Father (as men do when they reject fellowship with God), and the Father made no attempt to stop him (because we all have free will and God honors that free will).  It was the son who walked away from the Father, NOT the Father from the son.  We draw away from God; He does not draw away from us.  
In Luke 15:14-20a "Now when he had spent everything (all the money), a severe famine occurred in that country and he began to be in need (this is a picture of divine discipline, which God brings on every one of His children who goes astray from his personal sense of destiny).  (15) And he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine (This is the depths to which the prodigal son had sunk).  (16) And he was longing to fill his stomach with the slop that the swine were eating, and no one was giving (anything) to him (This is a picture of what happens when a believer goes back to the lifestyle in Satan’s cosmic system from which God has rescued him).  (17) But when he came to his senses, he said, 'How many of my father's hired men have more than enough food, but I am dying here of hunger!  (18) I will get up and go to my father, and will say to him, "Father, I have sinned against heaven, and in your sight; (19) I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me as one of your hired men.  (20a) And he got up and went to his father.”
God knows every heartache and every difficulty that we will ever face.  With our Father, the only issue is coming back home (confess and get back into the plan of God).  Luke 15:20b-23 “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him, and felt compassion (for him), and ran and embraced him, and kissed him.  (21) And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  (22) But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet; (23) and bring the fattened calf, kill it, and let us eat and be merry…”  This is what happens when we confess (rebound)…forgiveness of guilt, and restoration to fellowship with God.  This is the divine attitude of grace.  Rather than punishing the son for his sins (the son was punished immensely through self-induced misery before he returned to his Father), the father has a party.  
Knowing your personal sense of destiny; (1) gives meaning to your life, (2) gives you hope and a good future.  Jer 29:11 “For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the Lord, 'plans for welfare and not for trouble to give you a future and a hope,” (3) simplifies you life, (4) focuses you life and concentrates your energy on what is important (you become effective by being selective), and (5) prepares you for eternity.  Many people spend their lives trying to create a lasting legacy on earth.  However, all achievements are eventually surpassed, records are broken, reputations fade, and tributes are forgotten.  You were put on earth to prepare for eternity. 2 Cor 5:4 “For while we are in this tent (physical body), we groan and are burdened, because we do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowed up by life.”  One day you will stand before the “Evaluation Seat of Jesus Christ” and God will ask us a crucial question: “What have you done with what my Son, Jesus Christ gave you?  In other words “How can you account for your time on earth as a believer with everything that was given you by God?”  Death is not your termination, but your transition into eternity, and there are eternal rewards or consequences to what you do on earth.

When you live in the light of eternity, your values radically change.  God has given us glimpses of eternity in His Word, and we know that right now God is preparing an eternal home for us.  In heaven, we will be reunited with loved ones, released from all pain and suffering, rewarded for our faithfulness on earth, and reassigned to do work that we will love.  We will enjoy unbroken fellowship with God, and He will enjoy us for an unlimited, endless forever.  One day the Lord, Jesus Christ will say to you if you are faithful to His plan for you life: Mat 25:34 “Come, you who are blessed by my Father, take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since (eternity past) the creation of the world.”        Matt 25:21 “His lord said to him, 'Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.'”

God has a personal sense of destiny for your life on earth, but it does not end here.  His plan involves far more than the few decades you will spend on this planet.  It is more that “the opportunity of a lifetime.”  God offers you an opportunity beyond your lifetime.  God’s plans endure forever; His personal sense of destiny for your life will last for all eternity.  So what are you waiting for?
Life on earth is a test.  This life metaphor is seen in stories throughout the Bible.  God continually tests people’s character, faith, obedience, love, integrity, and loyalty.  2 Cor 13:5 “Test yourselves {to see} if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you…unless indeed you fail the test?”  Words like trials, temptations, refining, and testing occur more than 200 times in the Bible.  Character is developed and revealed by tests, and we are always being tested.  God constantly watches your responses to people, problems, success, conflicts, illness, disappointments, etc.  Your ultimate test concerning your personal sense of destiny will occur at the “Evaluation Seat of Jesus Christ.”  1 Cor 3:13 “…his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day (Evaluation Day) will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.”
You will be tested by major changes, delayed promises, impossible problems, underserved criticism, prosperity (the hardest test) and senseless tragedies.  When you understand that life is a test, you realize that nothing is insignificant in your life.  Even the smallest incident has significance for you character development.  Everyday is an important day, and every second is a growth opportunity to deepen your character, to demonstrate love, or to depend on God.  God never allows the tests you face to be greater than the grace He gives you to handle them.  1 Cor 10:13 “No testing has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tested beyond what you are able, but with the testing will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.”   Some tests seem overwhelming, while others you may not even notice.  However, they all have eternal implications.

The Lord leaves us on earth after salvation to fulfill a personal sense of destiny designed by Him.  He gave you a certain number of DAYS to fulfill that destiny and plan.  Once you are saved, God intends to use you for His purpose and desires, because you belong to Him.  He will keep pressing you until you realize this.  A “non-serving Christian” is a contradiction in terms.  Each of us has a role to play and every role is important.  There is no small service to God.  1 Cor 12:27 “Now you are Christ's body, and individually members of it.”  Some member-believers are visible and some are behind the scenes, but all are valuable and necessary.  “Small” or “hidden” ministries often make the greatest difference.  Jesus Christ came to serve and to give.  And these two words should define our life on earth.  Amen!
Close in prayer: Father, please motivate us to remain faithful to your plan for life and reach and maintain the personal sense of destiny that you wish for us along with the many blessings and rewards you desire for us to receive now and in eternity to glorify our wonderful Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.  Amen!
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