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BIBLE CLASS – February 26, 2004

Lesson 20 - The Plan of God/Dispensation of The Church Age

THE DISPENSATION OF THE CHURCH AGE
THE CHURCH IN BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE
The Church Age is a brilliant advance in biblical history.  To get an idea of just how great our dispensation is, notice the progress we’ve had compared to the other dispensations.  At the founding of Israel (Age of Israel), Moses wrote about his dispensation with these words:  Deut 4:32 “Ask now about the former days, long before your time, from the day God created man on the earth; ask from one end of the heavens to the other. Has anything so great as this ever happened, or has anything like it ever been heard of?”
As magnificent as God’s client nation Israel was, when the Age of Israel ended with the birth of Christ, a far greater thing (the Church Age dispensation) had come to pass.  Just read: Heb 1:1-2 “In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, (2) but in these last days (Church Age) He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, and through whom He made the universe.”

Following this incomparable revelation from God, the Church arrived on the scene as an amazing expression of God’s power and grace.  The Church is a breathtaking phenomenon.  Never before has the believer had such a position in relation to the Trinity.  Scripture presents the Church as yet another dramatic new departure in human history…a tremendous step upward: John 14:12 “I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.”

As a unique body of believers, the Church is united with Christ, imitates Him, glorifies Him, accompanies Him, and will rule with Him forever.  Never before in history have all these privileges been extended to mankind!
THE EPOCH OF THE ROYAL FAMILY OF GOD
The Church Age began around A.D. 30 on the day of Pentecost, ten days after our Lord’s ascension, and will terminate with the resurrection, or Rapture, of the Church.  An overview of the general, historical characteristics of the Church Age will be taught here.  Later we’ll summarize the privileges of the individual Church Age believer and will discover why the Church Age offers the greatest challenge to the individual believer in all of human history.  The Church Age believer’s unique status, power system, privileges, and responsibilities will answer the question, “After salvation, what?”

The Dispensation of the Church is the era of the royal family of God.  Every Church Age believer belongs to Christ’s royal family, which started because of His strategic victory at the cross and His rejection by Israel.  1 Pet 2:9 “But you are a chosen people (believers in the Church Age…us), a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.”  For the past 2000 years or so of the Church Age, God has been forming this body of believers for the maximum glorification of the Lord, Jesus Christ.  God gives each Church Age believer this new royal status of the resurrected Christ at the moment he/she believes in Christ for salvation.  He extends the spiritual life of Christ (in the hypostatic union) empowered by the Holy Spirit that Christ used while He lived on earth to us in the Church Age.  WOW!  We have the same power from the Holy Spirit that Christ had and used every second of His life on earth.  Think about that…we have the same power Christ had!  We have the same position, assets, and opportunities as Christ…that is why we are royalty.  No other dispensation had this!
Christ now holds three titles of royalty, each with a royal family:

1. As God, He has always been divine royalty.  Rom 1:4 “…and who through the Spirit of holiness was declared with power to be the Son of God by His resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Heb 13:8 “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  His first royal title is SON OF GOD, and His royal family includes the other two members of the Trinity or Godhead, God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.

2. As a man, Jesus became Jewish royalty at the virgin birth. Rom 1:3 “…regarding His Son, who as to His human nature was a descendant of David…”  His Jewish royal title is SON OF DAVID and His royal family is King David’s dynasty.  

3. As the God/Man, He won the victory over Satan at the cross.  1 Cor 15:57 “But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  He was granted a new royal title that we will call His battlefield royalty.  Heb 1:3-4 “The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. After He had provided purification for sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven.  (4) So He became as much superior to the angels as the name He has inherited is superior to theirs.” This third royal title is KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS, the BRIGHT MORNING STAR. 1 Tim 6:15 “…which God will bring about in His own time…God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords…”  Rev 19:16 “
On His robe and on His thigh He has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”  Rev 22:16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star."  But when God the Father gave this title to our Lord, no family existed for it as yet.  So God gave the victorious Lord Jesus all those who would become believers in the Church Age to honor HIM.
When Jesus Christ ascended in triumph to heaven, God rewarded Him with the glories deserving of battlefield royalty and seated Him on a throne at His right hand.  Eph 4:8 “This is why it says: "When He ascended on high, He led captives in His train and gave gifts to men."  Psalms 110:1 “The Lord says to my Lord: "Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet."  Then the Father began the Church Age to establish a royal family for the glorified Lord Jesus Christ.  Everyone who believes in Christ during the Church Age is a member of the royal family of God, also known as the Body of Christ or the Church Universal.  Gal 3:28 “There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  Eph 1:22-23 “And God placed all things under His feet and appointed Him to be head over everything for the church, (23) which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills everything in every way.”
The very presence of spiritual royalty on earth makes the Church Age unique in human history.  During the Church Age every believer can live in the Plan of God (operational divine dynasphere), just as during the Dispensation of the Hypostatic Union the humanity of Christ lived inside the spiritual life through the power of the Holy Spirit (prototype divine dynasphere).  Every member of the royal family can use the divine power and the divine problem solving devices that enabled the humanity of Christ to win His strategic victory over Satan, sin, and death.

We depend entirely upon Christ.  By giving us the power of the Holy Spirit in a perfect personal plan for each of our lives, He equipped us to use His strategic victory over Satan and win tactical (planned) victories in our own lives.  As we grow spiritually, the positive influence of spiritual royalty on earth spreads invisibly from the individual believer to other people, to organizations (including your schools), to nations, to future generations, and to the angels.  The personal forces of the Christian way of life can be found in lesson 19, The Forty Things God Provides at the Moment of Salvation.  Altogether, believers in the Church Age have a powerful impact in time and an invisible influence cover the entire world.  During this dispensation God maintains a spiritual presence, not a political presence among mankind.
GENTILE CLIENT/NATIONS
A client/nation is a nation that is called by God to bring the salvation news of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ to all mankind.  It’s a nation that is chosen exclusively to do God’s will and fulfill His plan.

When the Jews in their client/nation, Israel, rejected Jesus as their Messiah during the first advent and failed to bring the news of Messiah to their own as well as the gentiles, they lost this client/nation standing with God.  So God instituted the Church Age with believers in the risen Christ and sent them out to bring the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all people of the earth.  As before, believers live in all the nations of the earth, but instead of dealing with mankind through a Jewish client/nation (Israel) He now works through gentile client/nations.  There is a significant difference, however, between a gentile client/nation in the Church Age and one in the Age of Israel.  God entrusts Christians in these nations with the preservation and communication of the written canon of Scripture (the Bible).  He blesses and protects the gentile client/nation as long as the nation upholds its client responsibilities.
Israel is the only nation with which God has sworn an eternal covenant.  He will honor His unconditional covenants at the second advent of Christ, but Israel is under divine discipline throughout the Church Age and is restricted from her client/nation functions.  Rom 11:25-29 “I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a hardening (black out of the soul due to negative volition) in part until the full number of the Gentiles (Church Age believers) has come in.  (26) And so all Israel will be delivered, as it is written: "The Deliverer (LJC) will come from Zion; He will turn godlessness away from Jacob (Israel).  (27) And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins."  (28) As far as the gospel is concerned, they are enemies (unbelievers) on your account; but as far as election (believers) is concerned, they are loved on account of the patriarchs, (29) for God's gifts and His call are irrevocable.”  These are “the times of the Gentiles”, which will continue until Christ returns at the end of the Tribulation, the second advent.  God now extends client/nation privileges to non-Jewish nations.  This divine policy is implied by both Christ and Paul who mandate civic duty toward the Roman Empire.  Luke 20:21-25 “So the spies questioned Him: "Teacher, we know that you speak and teach what is right, and that you do not show partiality but teach the way of God in accordance with the truth.  (22) Is it right for us to pay taxes to Caesar or not?"  (23) He saw through their hypocrisy and said to them, (24) "Show me a denarius. Whose portrait and inscription are on it?"  (25) "Caesar's," they replied. He said to them, "Then give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."  Rom 13:1-7 “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.  (2) Consequently, he who rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted, and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves.  (3) For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in authority? Then do what is right and he (the one in authority) will commend you.  (4) For he is God's servant to do you good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear the sword for nothing. He is God's servant, an agent of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer.  (5) Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of possible punishment but also because of conscience.  (6) This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are God's servants, who give their full time to governing.  (7) Give everyone what you owe him: If you owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor.”
During the Church Age any gentile nation can serve as a client nation by practicing the following principles:

1. Protect human life, freedom privacy, and property according to the divine laws of establishment (10 Commandments included).

2. Allow evangelism and Bible teaching.

3. Serve as a base for missionary activity to non-client nations.

4. Provide a safe haven of toleration for the scattered Jews.

The first principle creates the environment in which the remaining principles can fully operate.  The first principle is the chief concern of a nation’s government, while the remaining three principles express the spiritual life of the nation’s people.

God deals with the client nation according to the spiritual condition of its believers.  Blessings to growing believers overflow to the nation; divine discipline of believers who do not advance also affects the nation.  This ultimately explains the nation’s historical rise or fall.  Psalms 34:13-17 “…keep your tongue from evil and your lips from speaking lies.  (14) Turn from evil and do good; seek peace and pursue it.  (15) The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and His ears are attentive to their cry; (16) the face of the Lord is against those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them from the earth.  (17) The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; He delivers them from all their troubles.”  Therefore, a thriving client/nation that enjoys special divine blessing must maintain a strong amount of spiritually mature, winner believers.  Although invisible, the spiritual impact of mature believers living in a gentile client/nation gives the nation its strength and prosperity.

The gentile client/nation is God’s principal missionary agency during the Church Age.  As part of the client/nation each individual believer is also responsible to witness or evangelize those in his area of life.  Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."    Rom 1:14 “I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish.”    1 Cor 9:16 “Yet when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel!”    2 Cor 4:5 “For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.”     2 Tim 4:5 “But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your ministry (all spiritual gifts given to all believers).”  Believers are also responsible to support the domestic and foreign spread of the Gospel and accurate Bible teaching.  This support can include prayer, financial donations, service, or some other form of aid and encouragement.

In sharp contrast to Israel, there is no specific race of people that are chosen in the Church Age.  When Israel was client/nation all were of the Jewish race.  The believers in the Church Age include every individual believer…Jew and Gentile…of any race, culture, or nationality.  In the Church Age there is no such thing as a “Christian nation.”  The royal family of God on earth exists in every nation now, and unlike the theocracy of Israel, the church and state are separate.

This separation is illustrated by the Roman Empire, which was the first gentile client/nation to God.  Although Rome was PAGAN in its official religion, the Church thrived under her protection and toleration during the reigns of the Antonine Caesars (A.D. 96-192).  The New Testament doctrines never supports or recommends a union of Church and state, or the interference of Christian organizations into the affairs of state, or the overthrow of pagan governments.  Instead, government is a blessing.   (Rom 13:1-7 see above). Actually, God ordained the benefit to work both ways.  Just as the Roman Empire served as “a minister of God to you for good” (Rom 13:4), the invisible spiritual numbers of mature, winner believers brought divine blessing to the Empire.  These unnoticed mature believers existed in the congregations of the Roman province of Asia, which is today western Turkey.  For further study read Ephesians, Colossians 1-3, John, and Revelation 2-3.
The Church Age is divided into two categories: 

1. The brief pre-canon period in which the New Testament canon (Bible) was being formed or written.  This is documented in the Book of Acts, which preserves the historical record of the early Church but does not include a complete presentation (all the writings of the New Testament) of the Church Age doctrines.  In fact, certain phenomena found in Acts were necessary in starting the Church Age but were no longer needed after their purpose was achieved and the Church Age doctrines were permanently and authoritatively recorded in the Bible’s New Testament.   This pre-canon period was characterized by temporary spiritual gifts such as apostleship, prophecy, knowledge, tongues (languages to evangelize Jews), interpretation of tongues (these languages used), miracles, and healing (used by Paul to gain credibility with his hearers).  Read 1 Corinthians 12-14.  These temporary gifts were designed to unveil the doctrine of the Mystery of the Church Age, to gain a hearing for witnessing and revealing new doctrines, to organize and administer local churches, and to warn Israel of coming divine discipline from God.  As these purposes were fulfilled, the temporary gifts were no longer necessary and were gradually removed.  1 Cor 13:8-10 “Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  (9) For we know in part and we prophesy in part, (10) but when perfection (The Bible) comes, the imperfect disappears (temporary spiritual gifts to prove authenticity of God’s Word).”
2. And the predominant post-canon period following the completion of the written Word of God, the Bible.  This is the period in which we live now and it is the period of permanent spiritual gifts.  Gifts like pastor/teacher, evangelist, administration, helps, hospitality and others to communicate the doctrines of the Bible and carry out the functions of the local church. Eph 4:11-13 “It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, (12) to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up (13) until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”  These permanent gifts sustain the royal family (believers) on earth and operate throughout all generations of the Church Age.  In this period of which we live there are NO LONGER any dramatic rituals and ceremonies of previous dispensations.  This period represents thought and personal application of Bible doctrine.  The Christian lives by God’s Word or divine Truth in his own soul rather than depending on the emotional stimulation of rituals, miracles, divine appearances, direct revelation from God, or miraculous deeds performed by a few highly visible Christians.  The emphasis here is BIBLE DOCTRINE (as it was also in the pre-canon period).  1 Cor 14:19 “But in the church I would rather speak five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue.”  The Church is the most concentrated and sustained presentation of God’s GRACE in all of human history.  Eph 3:2 “Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me for you…”
Continual spiritual growth is the believer’s objective in every dispensation, but in the Church Age the way this comes about is more powerful than in any other age!  Mystery doctrine (doctrine about the Church Age that was hidden from all other dispensations) teaches that God gives each member of the royal family access to divine power in his inner life.  Phil 3:10 “I want to know Christ and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in His sufferings, becoming like Him in His death…”  And also by providing the problem-solving devices designed originally for the humanity of Christ. John 15:10 “If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in His love.”   I John 2:6 “Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.”  The result is spiritual growth and the mental and emotional riches it brings.  Spiritual growth is accomplished in stages.
THE UNIQUENESS OF THE CHURCH AGE
God has a purpose for each of us as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  What is His plan for you?  After salvation, what?

The answer to this question lies in the assets God has given specifically to us, his royal family and it lies in His requirements for using those assets.  Your Christian way of life is made clear by understanding how the Church Age is unique while being related to the other dispensations.  All dispensations orient the believer to God’s plan for history.  They unlock the Scriptures for accurate personal application.
We in the Church Age are the nobility of heaven and hold all the rights and privileges of heaven while living on here on earth.  The privileges of the royal family of God are unfathomable privileges.  God not only provided these privileges to us magnificently but He instructed us so we might “walk worthy in the calling we have received.” (Eph 4:1).  This dispensation is all about our rights as citizens of heaven.  Altogether these privileges are unique to the Church Age and determine our Christian way of life.

I’ll briefly describe ten characteristics of this age but you can refer to Lesson 19 for a complete study of the “Forty Things You Receive at the Moment of Salvation” that are unique for us.

1. The baptism of the Holy Spirit.

2. The predesigned plan of God.

3.  Mystery Doctrine.

4. The portfolio of invisible assets.
a) primary assets

b) secondary assets

c) personal assets
5. The equality factor.

6.  Royal commissions.

7. The indwelling of the Trinity.

8. The availability of divine power.

9. The absence of prophecy.

10. Invisible heroes.

Some of these privileges need more explanation than others and some are new as they are listed above.  Some have been taught already but I want to repeat to stress importance.

All these privileges form a single, balanced whole.  Each completes the others.  As the believer learns what his assets are and how to use them, they begin to function together as a system.  Awareness and consistent use of these assets keep the believer moving forward in the Christian way of life.  These privileges make up the unique life of meaning and purpose that God designed for the Church Age, our age.
THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
A New Spiritual Species in Christ

At the moment of salvation, the Holy Spirit places every Church Age believer into union with Christ (Gal3:1-5, 14, 26-27; Eph 4:4-5; 2Thess 2:13-14).  This is the baptism of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:13).  

2 Cor 5:17 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation (species); the old has gone, the new has come!”  “New” here means new in kind, not new in time, or like a new coat that replaces an old one.  
It means it is a remarkable unprecedented relationship with God that never existed before.  The new species or creation is the royal family of God. 

By putting us in Christ the baptism of the Holy Spirit lets us utilize the very power that Christ had here on earth for ourselves!    Jesus prophesied about this baptism. (John 14:20; Acts 1:5).  The fulfillment of the prophecy marked the beginning of our age, the Church Age.  It forms the royal family of God as seen in 1 Cor 12:12-13.
This baptism sets the Church Age believer apart from unbelievers and from believers of all other dispensations.  Every believer in the Church Age is “sanctified in Christ” (1 Cor 1:2, 30) for the “glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thess 2:13-14).  Sanctification means to set apart, to make holy, to consecrate and when applied to the Church it means God has created a new species of spiritual royalty, set apart to glory to the maximum the Lord Jesus Christ.  Each of us is in union with the King of kings and Lord of lords forever.  In other words sanctification or the baptism of the Holy Spirit teaches that God’s purpose is to make each Church Age believer like the humanity of Christ. Rom 8:29

“For those God foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brothers.”
Consistent confession of sins (rebound) and studying God’s Word and applying it in our lives causes us to grow spiritually and be more and more like Christ as we grow.  We are commanded to live like Him and serve others in love. The baptism of the Holy Spirit allows us to accomplish this.
The baptism of the Holy Spirit, therefore, is never earned nor deserved by the believer.  God gives this fabulous gift by grace (His policy towards man).  Union with Christ is complete at the instant of salvation, accomplished entirely by the grace of God before any believer has a chance to achieve spiritual growth, perform any Christian service, or even learn about these things.  It’s a one time gift and permanent.  Rom 8:38-39 “For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, (39) neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
THE PREDESIGNED PLAN OF GOD
This is your “post-salvation way of life” personally designed for you by God.  Each member of the royal family has one.  Royalty lives by a certain set of rules and high standards as well as refined behavior.  God has designed these for the royal family and they enable everyone to know what to do in a given situation with grace and poise.  We should never stumble or feel awkward in any part of our relationship with God because it is laid out for us and available for us to learn and master.  We belong to a spiritual dynasty founded by the Lord Jesus Christ and established by Him while on earth.  
God decreed this predesigned plan in eternity past and it expresses His perfection.  There is one way to do something and that is the right way with God.  We can’t fulfill the plan or the Christian way of life in any way we please.  We must follow the plan as God designed it…a right thing done in a right way is right!  The right thing is the predesigned plan of God.  The right way demanded by this plan is life in the filling of the Spirit.  So the most basic idea of the Christian way of life is living, functioning, and having momentum and application in the power of the Spirit.
A perfect God can only design a perfect plan.  However, it’s designed for imperfect believers.  Because we keep our old sin natures at salvation and throughout our lives on earth, our contribution to God’s plan will only corrupt the plan. I John 1:8-10 “If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  (9) If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  (10) If we claim we have not sinned, we make Him out to be a liar and His word has no place in our lives.”  The believer cannot fulfill the plan of God through human ability, human strength, human personality, or human intelligence, talent, or works.  God cannot allow this and guards the integrity of His plan.  This is GRACE.  We enter God’s perfect plan exclusively on the work of Christ and His merits alone and this principle remains in force after salvation as well.  The believer lives the Christian life on divine strength alone. Eph 4:20-24 “You, however, did not come to know Christ that way.  (21) Surely you heard of Him and were taught in Him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus.  (22) You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; (23) to be made new in the attitude of your minds; (24) and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.”
Here’s the warning!  The Christian who is ignorant of Church Age Bible doctrine lacks discernment.  He is incapable of grace orientation.  He cannot be true to his spiritual heritage.  Ignorance mixed with negligence cannot avoid the trap of arrogance.  The Christian assumes he is doing God’s will even as he falls into Satan’s cosmic system and becomes a loser in the plan of God.  Losers do not lose their salvation but failure to live in the predesigned plan of God will cause them to lose blessing and impact in time and eternity.

A physical birth man is born ignorant of life.  Likewise, at spiritual birth believers are “born again” ignorant of the predesigned plan of God.  Human opinion or “getting with the times” philosophy never determines the Christian way of life. Read 1 Corinthians 1:20-31.  What matters is what God has revealed in the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  No believer can live the predesigned plan of God without learning and applying Bible doctrine.
MYSTERY DOCTRINE
I have to get into the Greek word for “mystery” to explain the Bible’s meaning for this Church Age doctrine.  The noun is musterion and originally referred to the secret doctrines of ancient religious organizations.  For an example of such, I’ll use the one my pastor taught me…the cult of Dionysus.  Only those persons initiated into the cult knew its mysteries.  Nothing was given to outsiders.  Paul the Apostle borrowed this well-known pagan term to communicate the divine truths of the royal family of God.  The believers of the Church Age royal family are the only ones who get privy to the mystery doctrines.  God did not give this Church doctrine to the writers of the Old Testament Scripture, but these great truths now are revealed throughout the New Testament books.   Rom 16:25-26 “Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, (26) but now revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so that all nations might believe and obey him…”       Eph 3:1-9 “For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles… (2) Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me for you, (3) that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written briefly.  (4) In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, (5) which was not made known to men in other generations as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets.  (6) This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.  (7) I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the working of his power.  (8) Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, (9) and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.”       Col 1:25-28 “I have become its servant by the commission God gave me to present to you the word of God in its fullness… (26) …the mystery that has been kept hidden for ages and generations, but is now disclosed to the saints.  (27) To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.  (28) We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.”     1 Cor 2:7 “No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdom that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began.”    1 Tim 3:9 “They must keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience.”
Mystery doctrine reveals all the privileges of the Church Age believer.  This set the Church Age apart from other dispensations.  The command to “keep holding the mystery” names the most vital function of the royal family: to continually learn, retain, and apply the doctrines of the Church.  Hearing doctrine, meditating on it, living by it…this is the highest form of worship. 

YOUR PORTFOLIO OF INVISIBLE ASSETS
We’ve discussed three privileges which are all a part of larger picture.  They belong to your personal invisible assets that God the Father designed in eternity past for every Church Age believer.  God has lavished the riches of His grace upon us.  Church Age believers are wealthy.   Eph 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing (escrow blessings) in Christ.”       Eph 1:6-8 “to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.  (7) In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace (8) that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.”   Eph 1:18 “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints…”    Eph 3:8 “Although I am less than the least of all God's people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ…”   Eph 3:16 “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being…”      Phil 4:19 “And my God will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”      Col 1:27 “To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”     Col 2:2 “My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery of God, namely, Christ…”
Not only are you a citizen of heaven but that citizenship means great wealth even extreme wealth.  God the Father is the source of these blessings and the way we receive them is from Christ.  I’ll explain how as we go along.

Your personal invisible assets can be categorized by *Eph 1:3-6 as seen in the above paragraph.
1. Primary assets (blessings in time and eternity).

2. Secondary assets (volitional, production & the assets of undeserved suffering). 
3. Personal assets (spiritual gifts). 

PRIMARY ASSETS
Blessings in Time and in Eternity

In eternity past God the Father prepared special blessings for each Church Age believer.  He deposited those blessings with Christ “before the foundation of the world” (Eph 1:4).  These blessings are permanent and they are in a private account in heaven which God cannot cancel or close.  God cannot take back His blessings just like He cannot take back the gift of salvation from the believer.  Your account is filled with exceptional blessings…some for time, and some for eternity.  God designed blessings exclusively for each individual believer, an “inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you” (1 Peter 1:4).
These blessings go way beyond your everyday logistical grace blessings like food, shelter, clothing, protection, transportation, and a source of Bible teaching.  God supplies logistical grace constantly and unconditionally to every believer, positive or negative, winner or loser.  Matt 6:25-34 “Therefore, I tell you do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes?  (26) Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?  (27) Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life?  (28) "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not labor or spin.  (29) Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these.  (30) If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?  (31) So do not worry, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  (32) For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them.  (33) But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  (34) Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”   Phil 4:19 “And my God will meet all your needs according to His glorious riches in Christ Jesus.”  These blessings, however, are reserved for spiritual maturity only.  So extraordinary are these “greater grace” blessings that everyone who receives them must possess a spiritually mature capacity to appreciate and benefit from them.  James 4:6a “But He gives us greater grace.."  Without mature spiritual capacity in your soul the believer would not know what to do with these blessings and may even distort them, misuse them, and make himself miserable.  Look at many lottery winners today who thought winning the lottery would solve all their problems only to find out that winning the lottery ruined their lives with some of them even committing suicide.  Before Jesus Christ will distribute your blessings, you must attain spiritual maturity and that comes through learning and applying Bible doctrine as part of living consistently in the power system of God the Holy Spirit.  

A mature relationship with God is by far the most valuable blessing for the Christian’s life on earth.  When the believer is in awe and has gratitude toward God, his attitude and his life is enhanced in every way and in everything he does. In his soul he has capacity to be happy, to understand and benefit from divine blessings, capacity to take suffering, to maintain the drive in his own life…He has a personal sense of destiny.  His worship is in response to his love for God personally and he becomes occupied with Jesus Christ.   Gal 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”   Philip 1:21 “For to me, to live is Christ and to die is profit.”
Jesus will begin to reward you with your very special personal blessings in time when you reach spiritual maturity.  Our Lord will reward you with your eternal blessings at the Evaluation Seat of Christ, which will occur immediately after the Rapture or Resurrection of the Church.   1 Cor 4:5 “Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the motives of men's hearts. At that time each will receive his praise from God.”    2 Cor 5:10 “For we must all appear before the evaluation seat of Christ, that each one may receive what is due him for the things done while in the body, whether good or bad.”  
You may be asking yourself, “But what if I don’t reach spiritual maturity?”  “What if I fail to fulfill the plan of God for my life?”  Let’s see.  The believers who fail to reach spiritual maturity WILL NOT RECEIVE their blessings in time and as a result will not receive eternal reward as well.  1 Cor 3:12-15 “If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones (the predesigned plan of God-divine good), wood, hay or straw (human good apart from the plan of God), (13) his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day (evaluation seat of Christ) will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work (divine or human good).  (14) If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  (15) If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”  The requirement to receive eternal reward is that the believer first receives reward in time for reaching spiritual maturity.   Look at the analogy in the following verses.   2 Tim 2:5 “Now if anyone competes in the athletic games (an analogy to the Christian way of life), he does not receive the winner's crown (eternal reward) unless he trains according to the rules (fulfills God’s personal plan for his life).”    2 Tim 4:7-8 “I have fought the honorable fight (advanced through the stages of spiritual growth), I have finished the course (reached maturity), I have guarded the doctrine (in my soul as a priority).  (8) In the future a crown of righteousness (eternal blessings) is reserved for me (on deposit since eternity past), which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day (the evaluation seat of Christ) and not only to me, but also to all who love His appearing (mature believers occupied with Christ because of the Bible doctrine in their souls).   James 1:12 “Happy is the man who perseveres under testing (successfully passes the required tests that accelerate spiritual growth); he will receive the crown of life (eternal blessings) which God has promised to those who constantly love Him (mature believers).”
The passages above describe desire for truth, love for God, strength of character, remarkable stability, perseverance, motivation, momentum, and happiness.  These qualities of the inner person are blessings for time developed through spiritual maturity.  They belong to believers who will receive eternal rewards as well.  1 Cor 9:24-27 “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize (reach spiritual maturity and fulfill the predesigned plan of God).  (25) Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last (unbelievers and negative believers); but we do it to get a crown that will last forever (eternal blessings).  (26) Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air.  (27) No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize (reached spiritual maturity).”
Rev 2:10 “Do not be afraid of what you are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will give you the crown of life.”
No maturity…no blessing!  Result…a spiritual loser!  Not loss of salvation…but loss of reward.  And there is NO EXCUSE for this because God supplies everything you would ever need to accomplish maturity.  You have a volition and God will not force you to do it; YOU MUST CHOOSE TO DO IT.  You were designed by God to live the Christian way of life…this means that a right thing must be done in a right way.
Again, receiving both categories of blessings…for time and eternity…depends on your fulfilling the predesigned plan of God IN TIME!  This puts it very plainly…God wants the Church Age believer, the royal family on earth to learn Bible doctrine, gain spiritual momentum, grow up, reach maturity…come to love and glorify CHRIST!  That dear ones, is why we are here on earth.
Here’s something to think about.  At this very moment you each have an invisible assets account in heaven with your name on it!  Ignorance of Bible doctrine means ignorance of those divine assets, which guarantees failure to use those assets.  Failure to consistently use divine assets equals failure to live the predesigned plan of God, which means the believer cannot reach spiritual maturity.  If there is no maturity, then there is no capacity for blessings; therefore, no blessings for time and no blessings for eternity.  1 Cor 3:11-15 “For no one can lay any foundation other than the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ.  (12) If any man builds on this foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, (divine good)  wood, hay or straw (human good), (13) his work will be shown for what it is, because the Day (evaluation seat of Christ) will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each man's work.  (14) If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward.  (15) If it is burned up, he will suffer loss (of reward); he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping through the flames.”  This doesn’t affect your salvation, but your neglect or rejection of Bible doctrine makes you a spiritual loser.

God will still provide logistical grace…that’s for a lifetime…the basics…God never deprives believers of.  In His magnificent grace, He also provides equal privilege and equal opportunity to fulfill the plan and for the loser who has failed to recover and get back into the plan.  Volition must be used to make positive decisions to live and remain in the plan of God.  
If the loser does not recover or change his mind to live in the plan of God, his personal inheritance of blessings (his account designed for him) will remain undistributed, unreceived, and on deposit in heaven forever.  At the resurrection of the Church or the Rapture, the loser will receive his resurrection body and will enjoy perfect happiness in heaven, but he will not receive his eternal blessings.  See 1 Cor 3:15 above.  They will remain on deposit forever as a reminder to the believer of his lost opportunity.  This is the undeniable evidence of God’s GRACE in spite of man’s negative volition.    Eph 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.”     Eph 3:10 “His intent was that now, through the church, the great and various wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms…”     1 Pet 1:3-4 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In His great mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, (4) and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade…kept in heaven for you…”  Don’t lose out.  Go for the magnificent blessings God has in store for you!!
SECONDARY ASSETS
These assets are by no means secondary in importance or quality.  They simply come after primary assets and involve human volition.  They are blessings from God just as certainly as primary assets.  Again, only advancing believers receive them.  They are God’s response to positive volition.  For the indifferent or negative believer, the opposite is true…he will receive divine discipline from God.

By giving us volition or freedom of choice, God has also given us the effects and consequences of our decisions.  If our decisions had no effect, we would not be free.  He made us responsible for our lives.  

Two important lessons are found in the existence of secondary assets.  First, no matter how hopeless a believer’s situation may seem, making good decisions is never futile.  Learning and relying upon Bible doctrine and consistently living in the filling of the Spirit DOES make a difference.  

The second lesson is that God makes it possible for our lives to accomplish His will by directing our free will along the lines of His Sovereign (ruling) purpose and by giving us the commands of the predesigned plan.   Our obedience to His plan is the key and it has the real effect of achieving His goal.  The results and consequences of our decisions can be wonderful, eternally rewardable demonstrations of His glory.  This gives our lives genuine meaning, purpose, and definition.  
Study very carefully what I am writing to you in these next statements.  For us something becomes real when we experience it or do it, but for God all things became certain in eternity past when He decreed them to be reality.  So, infinite God (eternal God) knew each of us and worked in our behalf long before we existed!!  This means we belong to a plan that goes way beyond the circumstances of the moment.  Not only is God near…an ever-present help in time of need…but He has placed His help into the our very lives as we unfold our lives in time.  Think of our life like a multi-colored fabric and His help as several colors of the fabric woven right in there for strength.  
All our assets are provided in eternity past but delivered at various points in time.  The Christian received his logistical grace assets at salvation.  He gets his blessings in time as he moves into spiritual maturity.  Between these two points he begins to receive secondary assets as he grows spiritually.  There are three kinds of assets: volitional, production, and underserved suffering.
How are these secondary assets different from other divine blessings?  One outstanding difference is that they are evident, you are aware of them, you experience them.  Some of our other blessings lie beyond our experience (like union with Christ or the filling of the Holy Spirit).  Some are abstract (like Bible concepts).  Others are for the future (like dying grace, and blessings for eternity).  All of these invisible blessings are still quite real!

Your secondary assets are also real, but these blessings related to volition, production and suffering are advantages that the growing believer begins to experience in his everyday life.  These are the assets that James had in mind when he encourages believers to grow up…to be “doers of the Word and not merely hearers who delude themselves” (James 1:22).  So we can say that even though some of our blessings are invisible or abstract they still produce concrete results.
Volitional Assets

Good Decisions from a Position of Strength
Positive volition is an active desire to know God.  It is love for truth, which expresses itself in the believer’s daily learning of God’s Word and consistently living by its laws.  All secondary assets result from your positive volition toward Bible doctrine, and one of these assets is that your positive volition is strengthened in itself!  Knowledge builds on knowledge.  The more Bible doctrine you learn and know the greater becomes your frame of reference for understanding more doctrine.  So, the good decisions to learn the Word of God produce options for further good decisions to keep learning!  How great is that?  God really makes it easy for us.  As your capacity for doctrine grows, your love for Bible doctrine increases because truth and wisdom are naturally worthy of love. In Proverbs the one talking is wisdom.   Proverbs 8:30-31 “Then I (wisdom) was the craftsman at His side. I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing always in His presence, (31) rejoicing in His whole world and delighting in mankind.”  Spiritual growth ITSELF is a GRACE GIFT!
Listen, good decisions are those that obey the commands of God’s policy…for example, decisions to listen to Bible teaching or to use divine solutions to your problems.  This is the real or conscious side of your positive volition.  The position of strength is the DIVINE POWER, in which the Holy Spirit makes Bible doctrine understandable and uses the storage bank of doctrine in your soul to fuel your spiritual momentum.  That’s why I always pray for you have momentum in God’s plan.  Get it?  Knowledge of the Spirit’s unseen role gives you a sense of gratitude for the increases in your desire for truth, understanding of doctrine, and personal love for God, which you do experience.
The Visible and the Invisible
The visible and invisible stand out dramatically in salvation and continues after salvation in God’s grace policy fir dealing with the royal family.  1 Cor 2:4-5 “My message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the Spirit's power, (5) so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.”   1 Cor 2:10 “…but God has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.”  We gain salvation through faith in Christ but the one who believes in Christ for salvation is spiritually dead.  Eph 2:1 “As for you, you were (spiritually) dead in your transgressions and sins…”  We were totally morally corrupt, totally separated from God, and totally helpless to have a relationship with God.  Faith coming from a spiritually dead person has NO POWER IN ITSELF to produce so great a result as salvation.  The apparent cause (our nonmeritorious faith) and the actual effect (eternal salvation) are completely out of proportion with one another.  So obviously, an invisible factor is at work…GOD HIMSELF IS THE REAL CAUSE OF SALVATION…not a spiritually dead person’s act of faith!
God the Holy Spirit specifically is the agent of salvation and in Lesson 19 we discussed common and efficacious grace.  He reveals the Gospel to us and makes our faith in Christ effective.   Eph 1:13 “And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit…”    1 Cor 2:5 “…so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, but on God's power.”  So you were saved by grace through faith.  Your faith was made effective by the power of God the Holy Spirit.  Eph 2:8-9 “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith…and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God (9) not by works, so that no one can boast.”
After salvation you are no longer spiritually dead, morally corrupt, or separated from God.  Eph 2:4-5 “But because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, (5) made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions…it is by grace you have been saved.”  My point in all of the above is this, you possess as a Church Age believer fabulous advantages, but your volition still lacks the power in itself to advance spiritually.  Gal 3:3 “Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal (salvation) by human effort?”  Spiritual growth is a great divine achievement.  Just wanting to grow does not make you grow nor does being a slave to religious rites or attendances in a church just to say you go to church!  Growth doesn’t come hoping for it.  It comes as a result of learning, thinking and solving problems with the Word of God, which is the power of God.  Rom 1:16 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile.”    Heb 4:12 “For the word of God is alive and powerful, sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”   Even the most intelligent human beings cannot penetrate the meaning of the mystery doctrine.   1 Cor 2:6-9 “
We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.  (7) No, we speak of God's secret wisdom (the Church Age doctrine), a wisdom that has been hidden (from the Jews & Israel as a nation) and that God destined for our glory before time began.  (8) None of the rulers of this age (the Age of Israel) understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.  (9) However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind has conceived what God has prepared for those who love Him…"  How in the world then can we grow?  Again I repeat, the grace of God meets the helplessness of man.  He places us in an invisible position of strength.
The power of the Holy Spirit operates after salvation.  The Spirit’s communication ministry helps us to comprehend, assimilate and apply truth.  Let’s summarize:

1. The Christian chooses to live in the divine power of the filling of the Spirit and to listen to Bible teaching.  The Holy Spirit makes true Bible doctrine understandable to us. 1 Cor 2:12 “We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.”
2. The Christian chooses to think about doctrine, to believe the doctrine he hears, to mix new information with the truth he already knows.  The Holy Spirit converts academic (gnosis) knowledge into genuine understanding.  1 Cor 2:13 ‘This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.”
3. The Christian chooses to apply doctrine in the circumstances of his life.  The Holy Spirit aids us in remembering the truth so that we “walk by means of the Spirit.” Gal 5:16 “So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature.”

In every stage of learning, meditating upon, and using doctrine, the believer provides the nonmeritorious positive volition, but God the Holy Spirit provides the unseen power…the spiritual IQ…for understanding, assimilating and applying Bible doctrine.

Changes in Positive Volition
The Holy Spirit’s communication ministry is powerful but deliberately invisible.  He operates in silent support of your normal, human learning process.  Rom 12:2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is-- his good, pleasing and perfect will.”    2 Tim 2:15 “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.”  The conscious experience of the believer is to listen to Bible teaching, think about it, mull it over, accept what he believes is true, and lives by the truth.  He recognizes the importance the Bible gives to remaining filled with the Spirit, so he obeys this command by faith.  The Holy Spirit’s indispensable help operates below the surface glorifying Christ rather than Himself.  He literally lights up the “mind of Christ” for the believer studying.  John 16:13-14 “But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on His own; He will speak only what He hears, and He will tell you what is yet to come.  (14) He will bring glory to me (Lord Jesus Christ) by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.”      1 Cor 2:10-16 “…but God has revealed it to us by His Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.  (11) For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him? In the same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  (12) We have not received the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has freely given us.  (13) This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words.  (14) The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned.  (15) The spiritual man makes judgments about all things, but he himself is not subject to any man's judgment: (16) "For who has known the mind of the Lord that he may instruct Him?" But we have the mind of Christ.”
As the believer grows spiritually, his positive volition itself changes.  Beyond just wanting to hear, accept, or apply Bible doctrine, positive volition becomes an expression of his spiritual freedom.  Now firmly grounded in truth, his doctrinal thinking becomes his outlook on life.  His doctrinal scale of values makes his relationship with God his first priority.  Confidence in God allows him to look at himself squarely and honestly in the face to make the necessary changes God has taught him through His Word.  Truth fills all compartment of his soul, including his subconscious, so that he develops the instincts of grace, of gratitude, of true worship.  “Because of practice” in learning and applying doctrine, he has his “senses trained to distinguish good from evil.”  (Heb 5:14).  He runs toward the goal…spiritual maturity.  He loves and desires truth.  In other words, positive volition becomes an asset in itself, a secondary asset in the believer’s now-enlarged portfolio of invisible assets, an asset that becomes the driving force in his life.
The increasing desire to know and worship God propels the potential winner toward his spiritual destiny.  He is still free; he still has his old sin nature; he can still turn aside into error or indifference.  But after his positive volition strengthens into a functioning secondary asset, his frame of reference and his conscious operate in favor of truth.  He has forward momentum.  Negative volition would go against his conscience.

Volition Remains Free
Positive volition is never automatic.  Any believer can become “slow to learn” Heb 5:11 “We have much to say about this, but it is hard to explain because you are slow to learn.”  With emphasis on your responsibility to make the effort, Heb 6:1-6 warns against departing from Bible doctrine after having built a foundation of basic knowledge.  “Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings (basics) about Christ and go on to maturity (advanced doctrines), not laying again the foundation of repentance (a change of mind) from dead works (human good), and of faith in God, (these are all basic doctrines that they had already learned and believed in) (2) instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment (again all basic doctrines they already learned).  (3) And God permitting, we will do so.  (4) It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift (of the Word in their souls), who have shared in the Holy Spirit, (5) who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the coming age, (6) if they fall away, to be brought back to repentance, because *to their loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace.”  This passage of Scripture is very important because here the advancing believers lose their momentum by ignoring the differences of the dispensations.  They had learned the basics of the new Church Age but found themselves attracted to the old traditional Jewish forms of worship that looked forward to Christ’s coming (first advent) and they wanted to go back and participate again in these old sacrifices of the Age of Israel.   Old Testament ritual was legitimate in previous dispensations but was made obsolete by the birth, cross, resurrection, ascension and session of Christ.  This had NO PLACE in Church Age worship.  These Christians  were trying to crucify Christ again (*Heb 6:6).  Their participation in these ceremonies blurred Church Age doctrine and halted their spiritual momentum while trusting in “dead religious works.”  Don’t ever try to go back to old religious traditions once you’ve started growing in God’s Word.  Continuing in the wrong direction hardens negative volition, just as consistency in the right direction strengthens positive volition.

The Role of Encouragement
Another factor plays a conspicuous role in transforming your positive volition.  This factor is encouragement.  Philip 2:1-2 ‘If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from His love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, (2) then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.”  The invisible resources that God provides you in the Church Age go way beyond your imagination.  As you establish a trend of making right decisions, these unseen, primary assets (blessings from God in time) 

produce their powerful results.  You grow up spiritually.  Pressures only accelerate your advance.  You achieve spiritual self-esteem, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity.  The results of fulfilling the predesigned plan of God encourage you.  Your confidence in God continues to grow and strengthens your determination, your positive volition to keep on fulfilling God’s purpose.

Production Assets

This next category of secondary assets concerns Christian service.  As a result of your spiritual growth you will become motivated to do something for the Lord.  This desire begins in spiritual childhood and takes definite shape as you grow.  Genuine Christian service is a privilege but it is not the new believer’s first priority…doctrine is!  Not everything called “Christian service” is effective Christian service.  You must be able to distinguish what is and what isn’t true service to Christ.  You do this as a result of Bible doctrine in you soul.  That is what gives you the ability to know what your spiritual gift truly is.  Human works must be totally eliminated from your motive and action.  
God’s plan works on divine power not human power.  You are completely helpless to make your earthly service count for God.  So, God has made His own strength available to you, the Church Age believer.  This power is available through your primary assets, which include of course the blessings you receive at spiritual maturity, logistical grace blessings (food, shelter, clothing, transportation etc.), and the power system of the Holy Spirit.  God knew in eternity past which of you would use your primary assets.  He therefore provided effective Christian service in your personal plan as a secondary asset. 

Eph 2:10 “For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”    Phil 2:13-16 “…for it is God who works in you to will and to act according to His good purpose.  (14) Do everything without complaining or arguing, (15) so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe (16) as you hold out the word of life…in order that I may boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor for nothing.”    Titus 2:14 “…who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness (old sin nature) and to purify for Himself a people that are His very own, eager to do what is good.”    True service or production can only come from spiritual growth.  Without the filling of the Spirit and spiritual growth through God’s Word there is no true service.  Many Christians have no clue as to how to serve Christ because they do not know His Word and there so called service is only human good to be burned at the judgment seat of Christ.  The best intentions can lead to nowhere without knowledge of God’s plan.
Ephesians 2:10 mentions 1) union with Christ, 2) effective divine service, and 3) living by means of that good divine service.  Union with Christ enables you to use God’s power in the filling of the Holy Spirit.  The power of God causes the plan of God to work so He Himself is responsible for the spiritual good service or works in your Christian life.  In eternity past, God “prepared in advance” His predesigned plan and the divine power as the means of fulfilling the plan.  You make good decisions, but God gets all the credit for the supernatural results!
Your consistent positive volition in obeying the commands of the plan of God in the filling of the Spirit becomes spiritual momentum.  Momentum includes understanding and using your invisible assets, gaining a grace understanding and perspective, and attaining successive stages of spiritual adulthood.  Then all of your “good Christian service,” is truly good in God’s eyes, first, because God ordained them as necessary parts of His predesigned plan for you and, second, because divine power (the filling of the Spirit) achieves them.
You cannot advance spiritually by Christian service only.  That is a big waste of time no matter how humanly sincere your motives are.  You must do it God’s way.  You must study, believe and apply God’s Word for your spiritual growth.  Service is a result of spiritual growth not a means to spiritual growth.  You must gain spiritual momentum, which is a steady, vigorous Christian walk, and this momentum does not work in reverse order.  A believer who tries to advance himself spiritually through the service he performs is wasting his time and throwing away his life…because that doesn’t count to God.  This type of believer is ignorant of God’s plan and ignorance breeds arrogance.  This believer is misdirected.  He may sincerely want divine attention, but Jesus  is the only human being who ever deserves God’s complete approval.  Man’s only in with God is through Christ, according to the plan God set forth.  So don’t be fooled, genuine Christian service is a result of spiritual growth and a chance to apply Bible doctrine already in your soul.
Christian service or production covers a wide range of activities.  A partial list shows that different opportunities for legitimate service can appeal to different believers as they advance.  Not all Christian service is alike. 

1. Witnessing to unbelievers, a responsibility of every believer in the course of performing any Christian service.

2. Work in the local church, involving many kinds of service.

3. Work in Christian service organizations.
4. Foreign missionary service.
5. Work ordained by the laws of divine establishment, such as military or government service.

6. Service to the needy of the community.
7. Specialized functions, such as working with youth or handicapped or volunteering in a hospital.

8. The function of one’s spiritual gift, which will be mentioned separately later under personal assets.

Assets or Underserved Suffering
In every dispensation God uses suffering as a means of blessing the spiritually adult believer.  In His grace God designed pressures for each stage of a believer’s growth in spiritual adulthood.  The objective for kind of suffering (undeserved) is to accelerate your growth.
Don’t get this type of suffering confused with divine discipline for sinful behavior. In sinful behavior the believer reaps what he sews…discipline from God to correct their behavior and to get them back on course in His plan.  A lifestyle of sinful behavior causes self-induced misery for believer.  

This undeserved suffering is a part of life and we believers are mortal beings living in the devil’s world with other mortals, all possessing a sin nature.  God uses the right kind and degree of suffering to stretch the believer beyond his human resources, making him have to rely totally on the grace of God.  The believer might fail the test and collapse under pressure, but never is the pressure greater than he can bear if he uses the Bible doctrine in his soul, including the problem solving devices God has given him.  1 Cor 10:13 “No testing has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tested beyond what you can bear. But when you are tested, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  And if the believer fails, recovery is as near as confession of sins (filling of the Spirit), which is a basic problem solving device.  Job 42:6 “Therefore I despise myself and repent (change my mind) in dust and ashes."  I John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”  
Suffering has different purposes in each successive stage of spiritual growth.  Let’s look at the purpose of suffering in the course of spiritual adulthood in the plan of God.  There are 3 phases of adulthood: Spiritual self-esteem, spiritual autonomy, and spiritual maturity.  In spiritual self esteem God sends the believer preventative suffering to keep you from becoming self-righteous.  2 Cor 12:7 

“To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.”  If you pass this test of underserved suffering you move on to spiritual autonomy.  In spiritual autonomy you receive momentum testing so you will appreciate Christ more fully and use the resources on which Christ Himself relied.  Philippians 3:10 “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death…”  If you pass momentum testing, you move on to spiritual maturity.  And as a mature believer you will have the capacity to handle the most challenging suffering in the Christian life.  We’ll call this suffering evidence testing, in which God calls you to the witness stand so to speak as evidence for God’s case in the appeal trial of Satan.  This is an honor.  Job 1:6-11 “One day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with them.  (7) The Lord said to Satan, "Where have you come from?" Satan answered the Lord, "From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it."  (8) Then the Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil."  (9) "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied.  (10) "Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land.  (11) But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face."     Job 2:1-6 “
On another day the angels came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came with them to present himself before him.  (2) And the Lord said to Satan, "Where have you come from?" Satan answered the Lord, "From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in it."  (3) Then the Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil. And he still maintains his integrity, though you incited me against him to ruin him without any reason."  (4) "Skin for skin!" Satan replied. "A man will give all he has for his own life.  (5) But stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse you to your face."  (6) The Lord said to Satan, "Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must spare his life."      Matt 4:1-11 “Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.  (2) After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  (3) The tempter came to him and said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."  (4) Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"  (5) Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple.  (6) "If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself down. For it is written: "'He will command his angels concerning you, and they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"  (7) Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.'"  (8) Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor.  (9) "All this I will give you," he said, "if you will bow down and worship me."  (10) Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only.'"  (11) Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.”  Evidence testing is Satan’s cross examination of the witness.  Under this kind of testing the strength and completeness of God’s grace supply to the believer glorifies Him to the maximum on earth.
God doesn’t hand out any of these categories of suffering until the believer can handle the pressure and benefit from the experience.   1 Cor 10:13 “No testing has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tested beyond what you can bear. But when you are tested, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.”  Underserved suffering for blessing is never designed to destroy the growing believer.  Quite the contrary, it is designed to replace the Christian’s futile confidence in human solutions with increased confidence in God.  The pain is real, but always the purpose is blessing.  In eternity past God graciously included suffering in the believer’s personal plan and is necessary to enable the believer to use all the other assets in his plan.  
If you fail to reach spiritual self-esteem, you do not receive suffering assets.  You still suffer, but you pain is not designed by God for blessing.  It’s designed to get your attention to see that your own bad decisions cause you to suffer under the law of volitional responsibility.  And in the middle of all your self-induced suffering and misery He may deliver some divine discipline on top of it.  God disciplines you to alert you to your failure and to motivate your return to the only solution:  the Plan of God.  Here’s the test.  If it hurts and you can’t stand it, it is suffering for punishment or divine discipline.  If you can stand the suffering and remain calm through the hurt, it is suffering for blessing and growth.  You choose.

PERSONNEL ASSETS 
We have discussed primary and secondary assets in the Christian’s personal plan from God.  Now let’s turn to the special category of assets that’s keeps the operation of the local church going.  The local church is anywhere believers meet to worship God.  Worship entail singing, prayer, faith-rest, spiritual growth in God’s Word and service.  These assets are called personnel assets because they relate each believer to an organization or group of believers in which he/she plays an important part.
You and every believer in the Church Age possess a spiritual gift.  1 Cor 12:1-12 “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be ignorant.  (2) You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols.  (3) Therefore I tell you that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, "Jesus be cursed," and no one can say, "Jesus is Lord," except by the Holy Spirit.  (4) There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit.  (5) There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.  (6) There are different kinds of working, but the same God works all of them in all men.  (7) Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  (8) To one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, (9) to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, (10) to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.  (11) All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.  (12) The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.”  Spiritual gifts are God-given talents or abilities related to the function of the royal family of God on earth.   For the very first time and through His sovereignty the Lord Jesus Christ gave out the first spiritual gifts to believers to celebrate His triumph.  Eph 4:7-13 “But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ apportioned it.  (8) This is why it says: "When he ascended on high, he led captives in his train and gave gifts to men."  (9) (What does "he ascended" mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions?  (10) He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.)  (11) It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, (12) to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up (13) until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”  Then shortly after the Church Age began the Holy Spirit took over this distribution of spiritual gifts as part of His ministry of glorifying Christ.   John 16:14 “He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.”  Throughout the Church Age, God the Holy Spirit sovereignly bestows spiritual gifts at the moment of salvation.   1 Cor 12:11 “All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.”    Heb 2:4 “God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.”  
All spiritual gifts operate on divine power not on your energy (human power) regardless of your ability or talent.  Therefore, these spiritual gifts remain unused until the believer begins to grow spiritually.   When you reach spiritual adulthood, your gift functions fully and effectively, even if you are unaware that your activities involve a spiritual gift.  The only gifts that require special preparation in order to function properly are the communication gifts, particularly the gift of pastor/teacher, prep school teachers, home study teachers, and certain gifts of administration.
All of you have equal privilege and equal opportunity to live the plan of God for your life, but equality ends where the secondary assets begin.  Remember these assets start building up with spiritual growth, which depends on your volition.  Some believers choose to advance most do not!  Equality doesn’t extend into the area of personnel assets or spiritual gifts.  Spiritual gifts create differences in use within the body of Christ.   Rom 12:4-8 “Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same function, (5) so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.  (6) We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his faith.  (7) If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; (8) if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully.”  Please read 1 Corinthians chapters 12-14 for an extensive look at spiritual gifts.  Your spiritual gift is part of what gives you a personal sense of destiny within the royal family of God.  The fulfillment of this destiny is a Christian’s unique contribution to resolving the angelic conflict.
This completes our teachings of the Church Age believer’s personal invisible assets.  So far you have seen only four characteristics that make the Church Age unique.  These have been the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, the Predesigned Plan of God, the Mystery Doctrine, and the believer’s Personal Invisible Assets. Now let’s look at the fifth characteristic.
THE EQUALITY FACTOR
Election and predestination are great advantages to the Church Age believer.  They deserve special attention because they are the equality factor.  Each of you as a member of God’s royal family has equal privilege and equal opportunity to complete the predesigned plan God has for your life.  At the moment of salvation no one is superior; no one is inferior.  No one has a higher position than any one else, and no one is disadvantaged.  God sets aside all human standards of superiority and inferiority.  Your race, gender, intelligence, nationality, economic situation , social standing…none of these help or hinder you the believer, in fulfilling God’s personal plan for you.  Help lies entirely in divine assets, and the only hindrance is your own refusal to learn Bible doctrine and utilize your invisible assets.
Under election, the priesthood gives you, the individual believer equal privilege with every other Church Age believer.  Eph 1:4 “For He chose us in Him before the creation of the world to be holy (set apart and a saint) and blameless in His sight.”  You as well as every member of the royal family of God represent yourself before God.  Also under election, logistical grace gives every Christian equal opportunity through life’s basic needs like food, shelter, clothing, transportation, personal security, and the provisions necessary to learn Bible doctrine.  Winners and losers alike are blessed with logistical grace.  In a nutshell:
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Under predestination, union with Christ gives every believer equal privilege at the moment of salvation.

Eph 1:5 “In love He predestined us to be adopted as His sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with His pleasure and will…”  All believers in the Church Age have the same position in Christ through the baptism of God the Holy Spirit.   Also under predestination, the power of the filling of the Holy Spirit (divine dynasphere) you equal opportunity to grow spiritually by fulfilling the plan of God.  You each have your own power sphere, the filling of the Spirit.  This is your royal palace, your seat of power from God…remember…HE does it ALL…you just bring your positive volition.  It’s like money in the bank.  You don’t leave it in the bank when you need it.  You use it to purchase what you need.  You tap into the source…that is what being filled with the Spirit does…it empowers you to live the spiritual life.  Do it!
This privilege and opportunity here in time GUARANTEES INEQUALITY in heaven!  Your volition on earth to accept the plan of God for your life and to use the divine power offered to you determines your rewards and rank in heaven…winner or loser…it’s up to you.
ROYAL COMMISSIONS
The two divine commissions granted to every Church Age believer are the Royal Priesthood and the Royal Ambassadorship.

As a royal priest you represent yourself before God.  In the dispensation of Israel, God ordained the Levitical priesthood to serve on behalf of the nation (Num 3:5-10; Lev 8).  Unlike our priesthood it was severely restricted.  This priesthood taught Bible doctrine verbally and ceremonially through the rituals authorized in the Mosaic Law.  The Levitical priesthood included only unblemished adult males from the family of Aaron in the tribe of Levi (Lev 21:17-21). This priesthood was a minority.
In contrast you, as a royal priest in the Church Age, represent yourself before God.  Rom 12:1 “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, (which is) your spiritual service of worship.”    Eph 6:7-8 “With good will render service, as to the Lord, and not to men, (8) knowing that whatever good thing each one does, this he will receive back from the Lord, whether slave or free.”     Heb 13:15-16 “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.  (16) And do not neglect doing good and sharing; for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”  This is your basis for privacy by which you live your life before the Lord.  Rom 14:4 “Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and stand he will, for the Lord is able to make him stand.”      Rom 14:10 “But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God.”              2 Thess 3:11-12 “
For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies.  (12) Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread.”  Your priesthood is grounds for offering effective prayer.  The faithful intake of Bible doctrine, which is your basis for spiritual growth and maturity, is a priestly function as well.  This is totally different from other dispensations and absolutely amazing and never before done…what a privilege!  The contrast to other dispensations is phenomenal!  Along with your spiritual gifts the priesthood presents a balance in regards to other Church Age believers…you must work together as the “bride” of Christ, His flock, His Church all for the spread of the Gospel of a saving knowledge of Christ the Savior.
As a believer/priest you are responsible for living in the power system of the Holy Spirit.  You must stay filled with the Spirit to live effectively in the Plan of God for your life.

Your second commission is your royal ambassadorship which does not operate toward God but operates toward man.  You are a witness for Christ and responsible for spreading His Gospel to unbelievers. 

An ambassador does not appoint himself or support himself…God does.  We are His representatives on earth.  God supplies all your needs.  Your instructions are in writing…the Bible.  You are not a citizen of earth; you are a citizen of heaven representing Christ on earth as a witness to His saving grace on the Cross.  Just like worldly ambassadors who are recalled home during a declaration of war; when the royal family is removed from earth at the Rapture, the violent Tribulation will begin as the next dispensation.

THE INDWELLING OF THE TRINITY
Never before the Church Age and never afterward does all three persons of the Godhead indwell every believer’s body.  At the moment of personal faith in Christ, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit take up residence in the body of the Church Age believer and stays there uninterrupted throughout the believer’s life.

1. The indwelling of God the Father.  The purpose of the indwelling of God the Father is related to the glorification of His Predesigned Plan.  He is the author of the plan and the grantor of our rewards.  He is the mastermind of it all and the grand Designer of the power sphere we live in.  His indwelling guarantees His personal ministry to every believer.  The Father is revealed indirectly through Christ and the Holy Spirit. John 14:23 “Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves me, he will keep my word; and My Father will love him, and we will come to him, and make Our abode with him.”    Eph 4:6 “…one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.”     2 John 1:9 “Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son.”
2. The indwelling of God the Son.  The purpose of the indwelling of Christ in every believer is to assure the believer of blessings in time and eternity if the believer reaches spiritual maturity in time.  His indwelling also takes the fear out of death because He will be the first person the believer will see when he dies.  He is also the object of our love. John 14:20 “In that day you shall know that I am in My Father, and you in me, and I in you.”      John 17:22-23 “And the glory which Thou hast given Me I have given to them; that they may be one, just as We are one; (23) I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, that the world may know that Thou didst send Me, and didst love them, even as Thou didst love Me.”      John 17:26 “…and I have made Thy name known to them, and will make it known; that the love wherewith Thou didst love me may be in them, and I in them."    Rom 8:10 “And if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.”     2 Cor 13:5 “Test yourselves {to see} if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail the test?”     Gal 2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the {life} which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.”    Col 1:27 “…to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.”      1 John 2:23-24 “Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father; the one who confesses the Son has the Father also.  (24) As for you, let that abide in you which you heard from the beginning. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you, you also will abide in the Son and in the Father.”
3. The indwelling of God the Holy Spirit.  The purpose of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is first to make the believer’s body a temple acceptable for the indwelling Christ, our Shekinah Glory.  Next the H.S. gives us power to fulfill the Plan of God.  It is the divine power source in us.  The indwelling H.S also teaches us the Word when we study.  He gives us a spiritual I.Q. to understand God’s Word. Rom 8:11 “But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who indwells you.”     1 Cor 3:16 “Do you not know that you are a temple of God, and {that} the Spirit of God dwells in you?”    1 Cor 6:19 “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?”      2 Cor 6:16 “Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, "I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.”
AVAILABLITY OF DIVINE POWER
Like no other dispensation before divine power is available to every Church Age believer.  Other dispensations only had temporary enduement power available, like David, Moses, Abraham, Isaiah, etc.  The “ordinary believer” is extraordinary in this dispensation…ours. 
Each Church Age believer also has available to him the power of God the Father and God the Son.  Each Person of the Trinity exercises His absolute power in behalf of us, the Church Age believer.  

As the believer learns and obeys the Father’s plan, he begins to experience the “riches of His grace.”  Eph 1:7-9 “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace (8) that he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding.  (9) And he made known to us the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ…”  This is the result of divine power when we tap into it.
THE ABSENCE OF PROPHECY

Unlike all other dispensations, the post-canon Church Age is the only dispensation in which no biblical prophecy will be fulfilled.  The only prophecies concerning the Church Age are before its beginning, which was prophesied by Christ [John 14:16-17 “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; (17) (that is) the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not behold Him or know Him, {but} you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in you.”  Read John 16:7-15.  Acts 1:5 “…for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."]; and its termination at the resurrection or Rapture of the Church.    1 Cor 15:51-55 “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, (52) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  (53) For this perishable must put on the imperishable, and this mortal must put on immortality.  (54) But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is swallowed up in victory.  (55) O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"    Phil 3:21 “…who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.”     1Thes 4:13-18 “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope.  (14) For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus.  (15) For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep.  (16) For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.  (17) Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.  (18) Therefore comfort one another with these words.”  The only prophecies fulfilled before the Bible was completed in written form deal not with the Church Age but with the Israel whose national discipline ended in the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D.

The Church Age stands between two periods rich in prophecy.  The dispensation of the Hypostatic Union fulfilled many Old Testament prophecies, and the two eschatological dispensations, that is, the Tribulation and the Millennium, are described throughout the Old and New Testaments.  But the Church Age is a period of prophetic silence.  No events of this dispensation are found in prophecy, except the end of the dispensation itself.

The Church Age is a mystery dispensation, absent from the Old Testament prophecy…it is never mentioned in the Old Testament…never!  The reason for this is that God’s yet-unfulfilled prophecies and promises concerning Israel still belong to the Age of Israel.    God will keep His promises to Israel and to the Jews. In the meantime, the fulfillment of divine prophecy will not be seen again until the Church is resurrected into heaven (Rapture) and the Tribulation begins.
Why is there an absence of prophecy in the Church Age?  Why the dramatic silence?  Jesus Christ controls history, but rather than fixing our attention on particular prophesied events, He directs us to concentrate on the tremendous doctrines of the mystery of the Church Age.  The 
”testimony of Jesus” during this dispensation is shown not through prophecy but through the Church Age believer.  The Church is the Body of Christ.  The Church is in union with Christ.  The Church has access to the same divine assets that sustained the humanity of Christ.  The Church possesses the completed canon of Scripture (the Bible) given to sustain spiritual growth which glorifies Christ.  The Church Age believers’ souls are meant to be saturated with the mind of Christ, the Bible.  God excluded prophetic events from the Age to emphasize the dynamics of Bible doctrine in the soul.  Believers should learn the whole realm of God’s Word rather than specialize in prophecy.  
We do study prophecy and the two dispensations that follow the Church Age are all prophetic and eschatological.  But the Lord Jesus Christ controls history in the Church Age through historical trends which are controlled by collective volitions of mankind in the Church Age.  We are doing the work that the Jews failed to do when they were God’s Client/Nation so they were cut off for their rejection of Christ and the Gentile (that’s us) believers took over the responsibility.  

Believers create the trends of history…anonymously.  We are encouraged to take the initiative and advance spiritually and pursue our spiritual destinies in the glorification of Christ and this continues to exist throughout the Church Age.  Christ kept urging the disciples in the Upper Room Discourse to be encouraged and said in Read John 14:13-14  The scope of the believer’s influence is virtually unlimited.
INVISIBLE HEROES
The doctrine of dispensations shows the Church Age believer where he stands in the panorama of human history, but this doctrine also teaches him how to have an influence on history.  When we grow up spiritually and become mature spiritually we have a positive impact on history…our nation and the world is blessed by God.  We can also have a negative impact on history by ignoring the plan of God for our lives…by rejecting our personal sense of destiny, which cause great suffering and divine discipline upon ourselves and become a source of adversity in your sphere of living and your nation.  
The great power experiment of the Church Age was designed by God to create invisible heroes.  And invisible hero is any Christian who advances to spiritual maturity.  In maturity he has a fivefold impact:

1. Personal impact.  Family and loved ones and organizations to which the believer belongs receive blessing by their association with him.

2. Historical impact.  Client/Nation receives blessing through mature believers who live in the nation.  In order for a nation to survive, there must be a large enough percentage of believers in God’s plan to sustain the nation.

3. International impact.  Non-client nations are blessed by association with mature believers who come as missionaries from a client/nation.  

4. Angelic impact.  God summons the invisible hero to the witness stand, as it were, to provide testimony in the appeal trial of Satan.  Angels constantly observe the human race [1 Cor 4:9 “For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men.”     Read Eph 3:10 and mature believers are strong evidence to them of the grace of God.  The Devil cross examines the mature believer through suffering.  Read Job 1:6-12 and Job 2:1-6 compared to Matt 4:1-11 and Eph 6:11-12.  Passing these tests before the angels has tremendous impact on them.
5. Heritage impact.  The loved ones and close friends of the mature believer receive blessing after his death. Psalms 37:25 “I have been young, and now I am old; yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken, or his descendants begging bread.”  The mature believer can face death with complete assurance that God will care for those he leaves behind.  His survivors are blessed not necessarily because they are spiritual winners themselves but because of God’s high regard for the departed mature believer.  
Unfortunately today the impact of mature believers as invisible heroes is limited and quite small.  Many ministers neglect their responsibility to teach their congregations Bible doctrine but instead goad them to become involved in emotionalism, personality cults, church programs, social work, or political activism.  Trends in Protestant Christianity show signs of an imbalance that emphasizes the visible at the expense of the invisible soul, the material at the expense of the spiritual, the believer’s outward image at the expense of the inner dynamics of Bible doctrine in the soul.
This problem takes root in ignorance of the dispensations.  The overwhelming majority of Christians do not know what God has provided for them or why He has given them so much.  After salvation, what?  What does God desire the Christian to do?  If believers do not realize that they belong to the royal family, how can they execute the predesigned plan of God for the Church Age if they do not know such a plan exists?  Ignorance undercuts every good intention.  No matter how a Christian desires to make his life count for God, if he is ignorant of God’s plan, he fails to glorify God.  At the very best, the impact of his life is fleeting, no sooner achieved than dissolved.  At worst, his impact is for evil as he ignorantly struggles in Satan’s cause to improve the Devil’s world.

CONCLUSION AND CHALLENGE
We are united forever in Christ.  The Trinity indwells our bodies.  In the face of these astonishing truths, we ask with profound reverence, “After salvation, what?”

We must learn Bible doctrine.  Church Age doctrine sets for the predesigned plan of Christ’s royal family.  In mystery doctrine we learn of the predesigned plan God established personally for each of us in eternity past.  The predesigned plan contains outright gifts from God that define the scope of our freedom and responsibility in Christ.  We are the aristocrats of heaven living on earth.  We are royal priests.  We are royal ambassadors.  We have an unprecedented opportunity to utilize divine power, and God stands ready to enlarge our already vast resources.

If we learn, understand, and apply His Word, He will stimulate our own desire to know Him, lead us into eternally meaningful service, and lift us above our sufferings.  He will create an impact with our lives that will echo throughout time and eternity.  Our royal destiny is to become invisible heroes in the most intense and challenging dispensation in human history. 

Close in Prayer 
Lighthouse Christian Youth Ministry, 2900 NE 33rd St., Lighthouse Point, FL 33064

Call Marilyn at 954-943-5633, email lcyministry@comcast.net or website lighthousechristianyouth.org

