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BIBLE CLASS – September 15, 2004

Lesson 23b - The Book of Revelation Chapter 1 - Part 2 – Handout # 3

The Book of Revelation - Chapter One – Part 2 – Handout # 3 

The Vision of John - Rev 1:9-16
“I, John, your brother and companion in the suffering (suffering from momentum testing for Spiritual growth and blessing) and kingdom and patient endurance (residence in the PPOG) that are ours in Jesus, was on the island of Patmos because of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus…

God only uses prepared people and John was chosen to do this.  John describes for his congregations, for future congregations, and for us today the conditions of this vision. He was in exile on the volcanic isle of Patmos, a gulag where slaves worked the mines.  John was a prisoner in his 90’s!  Domitian exiled him because of his effective ministry of the Word.  Note that “tribulation and kingdom and perseverance” are three of the realities for those “in Christ.”  We can expect to experience the same in our lives as believers.
(10) On the Lord's Day…

 Meanings of “the Lord’s Day:”

1. This may be the first time this expression was used for the first day of the week, when most Christians gather together for worship.  It is true that they were freed from the law as a testimony to Israel and that, to express their belief in the resurrection, they did not meet on the Sabbath Saturdays like the Jews did in the Age of Israel, but met on Sunday the day of Resurrection.  Many present-day Christian do not realize that our Sunday is not a Sabbath day, since to the Christian every day is a holy day to worship.   Nowhere in the New Testament are we commanded to observe the Sabbath.  In fact, all the other nine Commandments are repeated in the New Testament…only the one regarding observing the Sabbath is omitted because it was not intended for the Church.  The Bible teaches that we are not to esteem one day over another.   Read Romans 14 and Colossians 2, which suggest that we go the Lord’s house on what we call “the Lord’s Day” as a testimony that we believe Jesus Christ rose bodily from the dead on the first day of the week.  We are still commanded to worship the Lord daily when He said in Matt 4:4 “But He answered and said, "It is written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.'"
2. Another reason for the use of the phrase is the connection it has with John’s being “in the Spirit,” however, probably does not refer to being in the Spirit on the first day of the week but rather a reference to the fact that by the power of the Holy Spirit John was lifted in prophetic vision beyond the Church Age to the actual “day of the Lord.”  This specifically refers not only to the glorious appearing of Christ to earth at the Second Advent, but also incorporates the many events of the Tribulation Period, including the Rapture of the Church and the seven years of Tribulation and its culmination with the Second Advent of the Lord and the establishment of His millennial kingdom.

…I was in the Spirit (filled with the Holy Spirit), and I heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet
John was worshipping and his worship was interrupted by a loud sound…the voice. It was the authoritative voice of the LJC and His announcement of history unfolding.  Something is about to change.  This is an alert from the LJC.  On this lonely island, the Spirit of God was John’s companion and comforter.  The voice of the resurrected Christ was like a trumpet commanding John to write to the seven churches which we will see in Chapters 2 and 3.

(11) …which said: ‘Write on a scroll what you see and send it
Here is the unfolding of the book of Revelation, the textbook of world history.  It is a testimony in writing, the final book of the Canon of Scripture.  This is also the initial distribution of the Book of Revelation, which included the original and six copies to these churches.

...to the seven churches: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.  These seven are located on a 90 mile strip of coastline called Ionia.  This verse indicates non face to face teaching is legitimate in the eyes of God).’  These are the seven churches of John when he wrote Revelation and the periods they represent in the Church Age as well as the kinds of churches found throughout the Church Age from 90 A.D. until today:

· Church of Ephesus - Apostolic church (A.D. 30-100) Rev 2:1-7.
· Church of Smyrna the - Persecuted church (A.D. 100-313) Rev 2:8-11.
· Church of Pergamum - State church (A.D. 313-590) Rev 2:12-17.
· Church of Thyatira - Papal church (A.D. 590-1517) Rev 2:18-29.
· Church of Sardis the - Reformed church (A.D. 1517-1790) Rev 3:1-6.
· Church of Philadelphia - Missionary church (A.D. 1730-1900) Rev 3:7-13.
· Church of Laodicea - Apostate church (A.D. 1900- present) Rev 3:14-22.
 (12) I turned around to see the voice that was speaking to me (that of the eternal Lord Jesus Christ in infinite deity who speaks for a lengthy time to John). And when I turned I saw seven golden lampstands (the churches of Revelation) (also we have in the Old Testament a description of the Lampstand and its depiction of Christ) (Zech 4:2 “And he said to me, "What do you see?" And I said, "I see, and behold, a Lampstand all of gold with its bowl on the top of it, and its seven lamps on it with seven spouts belonging to each of the lamps which are on the top of it…”) (Exodus 25:31-40) (This is a picture of the glorification of the LJC) (it represents the LJC in the Plan of God in His hypostatic Union.) 
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The meaning of the Lampstand in the Old Testament is as follows: the central or middle branch or light of the stand always represents the Messiah, the God/Man the LJC in PPOG. The other six branches or lights represent believers in union with Christ through the Baptism of the Holy Spirit…believers joined to the central light, the LJC. There are many elements (visible and invisible) to the stand: the invisible oil hidden in the lamp represents the Holy Spirit and divine power.  The wick represents believers inside and residing in the PPOG. The light that radiates from the lamp represents the virtues and work of the believers in PPOG.  The gold represents the deity of the LJC, the POG, and the Christian way of life.  It is a beautiful picture of Christ and His Church.
(13) …and in the middle of the lampstands was someone "like the Son of man," 
We have a beautiful vision here of the glorified Christ in heaven seated at the right hand of the Father but also in the midst of the churches…that’s us!  This is the LJC in hypostatic union…true humanity and is why He is called the Son of man.  He is always with us.  

(13)…dressed in a robe reaching down to His feet…

The robes here are the of the High Priest, our King Priest.   (Exo 28:2 “And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty.”) 
(13)...and with a golden sash around His chest…
All authority is relegated under the LJC.  This indicated the third Royal Title of the LJC…He is the Prince Ruler of the Church…the absolute Ruler and authority over the body of Christ…all believers in the Church Age whom He has called as His royal family.  

(14) His head and hair were white like wool, 
Wool is the Lamb of God.  This represents the shock our LJC took when He bore the sins of the world in His own body on the Cross.  The shock and sorrow…great pressure of Spiritual death is depicted here.

(14)…as white as snow…

This is the impeccability of the LJC.  It is His sinless perfection which qualified Him for the cross in view here.  He is the Savior of the world. 

(14)…and His eyes were like blazing fire.

This is divine judgment…personal judgment in view here for those who are negative to the POG.  Arrogance can destroy people even overnight and it is arrogance that the LJC will destroy in the individual here.  Believers and unbelievers are the products of their own volition and continued negative volition is punished by sin unto death for the believer and the Lake of Fire for the unbeliever. 
Principles of Divine Judgment from verse 14  
1. The LJC will NEVER tolerate arrogance in any form and He permits it to run its course in the angelic conflict but will never tolerate it for too long in the human race!  He disciplines those believers who get into arrogance, the number one enemy of man. All judgment is given to the Son.  (John 5:22-23 “For not even the Father judges anyone, but He has given all judgment to the Son, (23) in order that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.”) Individual judgment for the believer is divine discipline and collective judgment is for nations but it depends on the historical trends…up trends or down trends.  Salvation is always offered before judgment to the unbeliever and grace is always offered before judgment to the believer.
2. This part of the verse emphasizes the fact that human beings are designed through their volition to make decisions for the LJC and when they don’t, they will be disciplined.  Discipline comes from rejection of the LJC for salvation for the unbeliever and negative volition toward Bible doctrine for the believer.  For the believer it is to recognize the LJC as priority and reside in the PPOG.  For the unbeliever it is to recognize the LJC as Savior.
3. The believers’ security is related to the Word of God and the POG.  Cosmic believers are used to test mature believers and positive believers.  The cosmic believer spends his life in divine discipline and misery and if he doesn’t change that he’ll die the sin unto death, the ultimate discipline.
4. “Eyes like a flame of fire” is divine discipline to individuals and nations.

*Please read the lesson on the “Doctrine of Divine Discipline” which I handed out to you separately so you will understand Revelation 3:14 and Chapters 2 and 3.
(15) His feet were like bronze … 
Meaning of feet of bronze: bronze is an alloy of copper and tin and refers to judgment.  It is very significant in this verse.  It connotes slavery from economic disaster. Read Lamentations Chapter 3 for a picture of those receiving God’s 5th cycle of discipline from God.  Bronze represents bad decisions that cause disaster and in Isa 48:4 "Because I know that you are obstinate, and your neck is an iron sinew and your forehead bronze…” In verse 15 it means historical judgment of the nations through economical and historical disaster. Deut 28:23 "And the heaven which is over your head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you, iron. (24) "The Lord will make the rain of your land powder and dust; from heaven it shall come down on you until you are destroyed.”    
(15) … glowing in a furnace
Meaning of the Furnace: 

1. The furnace of divine judgment is a refining process.  It is constantly judging nations, removing the impurities…people who are against God and negative to His plan.   If degeneracy is unrestrained it will eventually influence those who are moral and good.  So it is periodically destroyed in nations.

2. National disaster is designed to remove the impurities of a nation if that nation is to remain a client or priest/nation to God.
3. No nation can survive without national disaster to remove its scum.  So it can be perpetuated as a client/nation.

4. The heat of divine judgment defines population of a nation.

(15)…and His voice (the LJC’s) was like the sound of rushing waters.  
Meaning of His Voice:

1. Rushing waters or many waters means military defeat.  Ezek 1:24 “I also heard the sound of their wings like the sound of abundant waters as they went, like the voice of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an army camp; whenever they stood still, they dropped their wings.”    Ezek 43:2-3 “and behold, the glory of the God of Israel was coming from the way of the east. And His voice was like the sound of many waters; and the earth shone with His glory.  (3) And it was like the appearance of the vision which I saw, like the vision which I saw when He came to destroy the city. And the visions were like the vision which I saw by the river Chebar; and I fell on my face.”  This is the voice of yelling screaming armies pursuing and destroying.

2. Where bronze equals economic disaster, the voice like rushing water means military disaster. Deut 28:25 "The Lord will cause you to be defeated before your enemies; you shall go out one way against them, but you shall flee seven ways before them, and you shall be an example of terror to all the kingdoms of the earth.”
3. The LJC used His voice in B.C. 700 to destroy the Assyrian army while they slept. Isa 37:36 “Then the angel of the Lord went out, and struck 185,000 in the camp of the Assyrians; and when men (Jews) arose early in the morning, behold, all of these were dead.”
4. In Rev 19:15 “And from His mouth comes a sharp sword, so that with it He may smite the nations; and He will rule them with a rod of iron; and He treads the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the Almighty.”
5. The use of His voice at the Second Advent was to deliver Jerusalem.

6. However, mature believers are delivered through judgment in the midst of disaster like economic, military, social, natural etc.

7. Those in the cosmic system are NEVER prepared for death or disaster.  Those things that made them happy in life are lost in dying.  They lose their sense of humor, and cannot handle anything short of comfort and mediocrity. 

8. Mature believers, however, will laugh at death and dying and they will retain their sense of humor, honor, integrity, and the ability to handle disaster. 
(16) In His right hand He held seven stars …

Meaning of His Right Hand and the Seven Stars:

1. His right hand is the hand of APPROVAL.

2. The stars are the future pastors of the seven churches.  Pastors give light to the congregation through teaching them Bible doctrine.  
3. The LJC approves of the principle of pastors teaching believers since He Himself has delegated the pastor/teacher to communicate Bible doctrine.  The Bible is the mind of Christ. 1 Cor 2:16 “For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he should instruct Him? But we have the mind of Christ.”  Teaching and learning must have authority delegated by God.
4. The stars in the LJC’s right hand indicate delegation of divine authority to male pastor/teachers only. 1 Tim 2:12 “I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent.”
5.  Having the gift doesn’t always guarantee a church because God only uses prepared believers (men).  
6. The pastor is the teacher, guardian, overseer, authority, and chief policy maker in the church.  Read 1 Tim 3:1-14.
7. Grace always precedes judgment.  Grace warnings always come before divine discipline.  You will see this emphasized in this verse.

(16)…and out of His (LJC’s) mouth came a sharp double-edged sword.  
The sharp double-edged sword is a “Ramphira” sword and means divine discipline and judgment.  This sword is used for judgment only in the Greek language.  It is terrible judgment delivered by national or military violence.   No nation can survive a large population of cosmic believers.  There must be a large enough percentage of mature and growing believers to save a nation from this kind of discipline.  As goes the believers’ volition so goes the nation.
(16)…And His face was like the sun shining in all its brilliance.”  
This is how the LJC looked to John when He appeared to him…shining like the sun in his brilliant power.  It was the LJC in His glory, His resurrection appearance here.  There was a powerful reaction from John from seeing all these things revealed to him.  Here John was absorbing all he was seeing into his soul and was very emotional because of the Lord’s GLORY and POWER!  

This was the LJC’s seventeenth resurrection appearance and it is related to His divine power.  

These appearances were very important…
1. The first seven (7) appearances were personal to friends and John was present at all the appearances to the disciples. 

2. The eighth appearance was historical to five hundred (500) believers in 1 Cor 15:6 “After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep…”
3. The ninth appearance was to James a member of His family and other family members. John 7:3 “His brothers therefore said to Him, "Depart from here, and go into Judea, that your disciples also may behold your works which you are doing.”  Acts 1:14 “These all with one mind were continually devoting themselves to prayer, along with {the} women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.”   Gal 1:19 “But I did not see any other of the apostles except James, the Lord's brother.”    1 Cor 15:7 “…then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles…”
4. The tenth appearance was to his the eleven disciples.  Matt 28:16-20 “But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated.  (17) And when they saw Him, they worshiped Him but some were doubtful.  (18) And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to me in heaven and on earth.  (19) Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, (20) teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."   Mark 16:14 “And afterward He appeared to the eleven themselves as they were reclining {at the table} and He reproached them for their unbelief and hardness of heart, because they had not believed those who had seen Him after He had risen.”
5. The eleventh appearance had historical and doctrinal significance because it was at the Ascension.  Acts 1:9-11 “And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.  (10) And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was departing, behold, two men in white clothing stood beside them; (11) and they also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the same way as you have watched Him go into heaven."  Read Luke 24:24-53.
6. The next six appearances were post Ascension appearances.

7. The twelfth appearance was to the first Christian martyr, Stephen, just before he died from stoning.  Acts 7:55-56 “But being full of the Holy Spirit, he (Stephen) gazed intently into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; (56) and he said, "Behold, I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God."
8. The thirteenth appearance was to the apostle Paul on the road to Damascus the day he became a Christian.  Acts 9:3-6 “And it came about that as he journeyed, he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; (4) and he fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? (5) And he said, "Who art Thou, Lord?" And He {said,} "I am Jesus whom you are persecuting, (6) but rise, and enter the city, and it shall be told you what you must do."
9. The fourteenth appearance was to Paul in Arabia to encourage him (Paul wanted to teach).  Gal 1:12 “For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ.”    Gal 1:17 “…nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went away to Arabia, and returned once more to Damascus.”
10. The fifteenth appearance was to Paul in the temple to encourage him again. Acts 22:17-19 “And it came about when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that I fell into a trance, (18) and I saw Him saying to me, 'Make haste, and get out of Jerusalem quickly, because they will not accept your testimony about Me.' (19) "And I said, 'Lord, they themselves understand that in one synagogue after another I used to imprison and beat those who believed in Thee.”
11. The sixteenth appearance was to Paul in prison.  Acts 23:10-11 “And as a great dissension was developing, the commander was afraid Paul would be torn to pieces by them and ordered the troops to go down and take him away from them by force, and bring him into the barracks.  (11) But on the night {immediately} following, the Lord stood at his side and said, "Take courage; for as you have solemnly witnessed to my cause at Jerusalem, so you must witness at Rome also."
When John turned he saw the Jesus he loved in resurrected glory. Compare Dan 7:9 “I kept looking until thrones were set up, and the Ancient of Days took His seat; His clothing was like white snow, and the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, its wheels were a burning fire.”   Again, symbolism is taken from Scripture.  Christ wears the garment of the High Priest.  The white head and hair speak of holiness; his flaming eyes reveal the omniscience of God’s judgment.  Dan 10:6 “His body was like chrysolite, his face like lightning, his eyes like flaming torches, his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze, and his voice like the sound of a multitude.”  Zech 4:10 “For who has despised the day of small things? But these seven will be glad when they see the plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel…these are the eyes of the Lord which range to and fro throughout the earth.”; the feet of bronze picture judgment; the two-edged sword of His mouth is the Word of God Heb 4:12 “For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.” (Rev 19:15); AND His shining face is the glory of the “Sun of Righteousness” Mal 4:2 “But for you who fear My name the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall.”
Interpretation and Outline - Rev 1:17-20
(17) “When I saw Him (the resurrected Christ), I fell at his feet as though dead… 
“As though dead” is an idiom in the original language of the Greek and in this verse it comes out very strong.  When he saw Christ, John felt faint! He was not unconscious just awestruck!  He was fused with emotion and overwhelmed by the presence of the glory of the resurrected Christ and the knowledge and understanding of Him.  John’s soul was filled with the Word and love for the LJC so much so that he was totally awed and couldn’t handle it emotionally so he practically fainted.    

(17)…Then he placed his right hand on me (assurance as Christ lifted him up mentally) saying: "Stop being afraid….

John was so overwhelmed he could not listen or learn so the LJC had to calm him down so he could concentrate on what the Lord was about to tell him and show him.  John had to concentrate on what the Lord will tell him NOT on the brilliance of the of LJC he was seeing!  This was his initial reaction and it never happened again.  Thinking and concentration are always the order of the day for studying God’s Word.

(17)…I (LJC) am the First
The “first” here means the glorified LJC of the first advent, the perfect God/Man forever and ever.

(17)…and the Last. 
The “last” here means the eternal LJC as second member of the Godhead/Trinity who pre-existed human history and who had no beginning and has no end!

The “first” and the “last” emphasize the eternal God and the hypostatic union of the LJC.  As God He is the Authority of history.  He began it with the creation of Adam and he will conclude it with the destruction of the planet earth and the universe.  He controls human history as the “first” and the “last.”  It is His Revelation and He is teaching all of us!
Social life with God = Spiritual life.  This verse tells us that the believer must be motivated from the virtue of his soul that he receives from studying God’s Word.  This motivational virtue is the momentum we get knowing that the LJC controls history.  True virtue comes in the Spiritual life through the priesthood of the believer (his relationship with God through God’s plan) It is directed toward God.  This same motivational virtue produces impersonal (unconditional) love toward all mankind.  Motivational virtue in verse 17 is comfort from the LJC through knowing Him from the Word of God.  This comfort from the Word makes us want to know Him even more and learn even more from the Word.  It creates momentum in our Spiritual life.  However, functional virtue in verse 17 implies courage toward man and circumstances no matter who or what they are.  Christ through the Word built up in your soul will hold you up in all things if you have momentum and consistency in your Spiritual life and make His Word (mind of Christ) your number ONE priority.
Now the Glorified LJC Identifies Himself for Everyone:
(18) I am the Living One;
This describes the first advent and everything that has to do with it!

(18)…I was dead
The two deaths on the cross: Spiritual and physical.  In the Greek the word “Thanatos” means Spiritual death.  The Greek word “Nekros” means physical or somatic death. 

 (18)…now behold I am alive for ever and ever!
This is Christ’s resurrection emphasized here and the LJC’s royal patent and strategic victory in the angelic conflict.  He is alive and seated at the right hand of the Father in heaven forever and ever…eternally.  There is an eternally unique and permanent memorial to Him and His work on the cross.
(18)…Furthermore I hold the keys of death and Hades.  
The LJC is holding something very important here.  He has the authority of death and Hades…He is the ultimate authority.  BUT this key also means the volition of every person and the choices they make from their volition.  We each have a key and make the decisions from free will for or against God in the angelic conflict.  This means every single human being who ever lived, is living today, or will live in the future.  Christ holds the keys of all of mankind’s volitions!

Hades and its Compartments
1. Paradise – where all the Old Testament believers resided in interim bodies awaiting the LJC to escort them into heaven after is victory on the cross. He died and went down to Paradise and personally took them to heaven.  It took three days to do so.  He will also personally escort Church Age believers to heaven when they die. 2 Cor 5:8 “We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be away from the body and face to face with the Lord.”
2. Great Impassable Gulf – the large and impassable gulf that was fixed between Paradise and “Torments” another compartment in Hades.   Luke 16:19-31 “There was a rich man (a Jew) who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day.  (20) At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores (21) and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores.  (22) The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side (in Paradise). The rich man (an unbeliever) also died and was buried.  (23) In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side.  (24) So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' (25) "But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony (because he didn’t believe in the Savior).  (26) And besides all this, between us and you a great gulf has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.'  (27) "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, (28) for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.'  (29) Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' (30) ‘No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent (change their minds).' (31) "He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'"
3. Death and Torments - place where all unbelievers go after they die.  They are judged at the second death or the Great White Throne Judgment.

4. Tartarus – the place where certain but not all fallen angels or demons reside until the Tribulation period of history when they will be released. 

The “keys” of death and Hades means if you reject the LJC while alive on earth, there’s a key that unlocks the door to Torments or death of Hades for the unbeliever when he dies.  The unbeliever does this from his own free will or volition…it is HIS choice!  God keeps everyone alive with many chances to believe in the LJC.  Once death happens, however, the door to salvation is closed and locked and the door to Hades is opened, unlocked for that unbeliever! Rev 20:14 “And death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the Lake of Fire.”
“Keys” also have to do with those who believe in Jesus.  Salvation gives us forty things at the moment we have personal faith in Him.  He also gives each believer a personal plan.  Jesus holds the key that will perpetuate our life in the power of the Holy Spirit or the cosmic system.  The cosmic believer is used as a challenge to other believers in the POG.  We are products of our own volition which produce our environment.  Positive volition brings blessings and more decisions for us.  Negative volition produces divine discipline which is designed to teach the believer.  Negative volition limits decision making.  How long we live on earth is predicated on our attitude toward Bible doctrine and the POG everyday.  God perpetuates our lives if we are positive.  Negative believers can have shortened lives and can even die “the sin unto death” if carnality is perpetuated.  Death is the last discipline for the negative believer and it will be miserable and horrible.

(19) ‘Write, therefore, what you are about to see, (the unrolling of history) both what is (the Church Age and its historical trends) and what will take place (what is to come about and God’s objective in world history) after these (“After these” refers to the up and down trends of Church Age history and anticipates the contents of Chapters 2 and 3 where the roll of the believer is clearly delineated…FULFILL the PLAN and PURPOSE of GOD!!!!!!)
In the Church Age God uses client/nations to send the Gospel of Jesus Christ’s salvation to all other nations.  The first client/nation to God was Rome until 476 A.D. when Odevacher the German dethroned the last emperor of Rome and the Roman Empire ceased to exist as a client/nation to God!  After Rome there was a very dark period of history until 800 A.D. when a clearly defined client/nation came to be.  It was the kingdom of France.  Then came Germany, Spain, England and others that functioned as the client/nations to God.  Now the U.S. is the client/nation.  Will we beat the all time record of the Roman Empire which was for a period of 1000 years?  It depends on believers in America…as goes the believer so goes the client/nation.  All up trends of history are based on a maximum number of believers in the POG.  The reverse is true for down trends.
The key to the Church Age:

(20) The mystery…

The mystery here refers to the mystery doctrines (40 things you received at salvation et al) of the Church Age which were totally and completely hidden from the Old Testament saints.  The LJC was the first Prophet of Church Age and John the greatest Gospel of the New Testament.  The Church Age was revealed in the first advent of the LJC.  Old Testament revelation came from prophets and priests.  New Testament revelation came from the Apostles in the early church and pastor/teachers after the Bible was completed in written form.

(20)…of the seven stars (future pastor/teachers) (who communicate the mystery doctrines of the Church Age) that you saw (John saw it) in my right hand (the right hand means royal approval and divine delegation of responsibility and authority to the pastors to teach the believers the mystery doctrines.)
(20)...and of the seven golden lampstands is this: The seven stars are the messengers (pastor/teachers) of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.”

Remember that Revelation 1:19 is the key verse that unlocks the door to the entire outline of the book.  It is further evidence of the threefold division of this great book.  John was expressly told by Christ to "Write therefore… 

     1. “What you have seen.  2. What is now.  3. And what will take place later.” 
The 20th verse interprets the symbols of the previous vision, which often happens in Revelation.  The sever stars are “messengers” or future pastors of the seven churches which are represented by the seven lampstands with Jesus as the center of all things.  Jesus walks in the midst of the churches (verse 13) and holds pastors of those churches in His right hand (verse 16).  He must be the central figure of all true churches…and the ultimate authority over every pastor.
End of third section of study.
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