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BIBLE CLASS - October 6, 2004

Lesson 23c - The Book of Revelation Addendum 
Doctrine of Historical Trends

I. Jesus Christ controls history and that is an historical trend.  There are two sources of judgment in history: the Lord Jesus Christ and man’s negative volition.  Even though history is a record of man’s decisions and actions it is the LJC who controls it by using man’s decisions and working them into the divine decrees.

II. Trends are determined by whether believers in the Lord are positive or negative to the personal Plan of God for each believer and the Plan of God in general on earth which results in blessings.  If they reside in the cosmic system of Satan’s world plan then the opposite occurs…disaster.  Predictability of historical trends is based on the impact of believers in the Plan of God with objective reality and love for the plan. 
III. Chapters 2 and 3 of Revelation are a summary of historical trends in the Church Age.  The seven churches represent historical trends of each phase of the Church Age from John’s time until the present day.  Any of these churches can be found at this moment on earth.   
IV. There are no tragedies in history only disasters caused by the individual and collective decisions of man and nations.  These decisions create environment not the reverse.

V. People individually and collectively are the products of their own volition not the products of their environment.  Decisions make environment!  Think about it!
VI. The need for power in any entity is determined by the Laws of Divine Establishment which define legitimate authority, government, law enforcement, military, parents, teachers, employers, etc.  Legitimate power always functions under the context of legitimate authority through the Laws of Divine Establishment in every facet of life (spiritual, social, business, education, family etc).  

VII. If the DEMAND for power exceeds the NEED for power, problems arise…big ones.  This is especially true if the motive for the power is evil through greed, power lust, or anger from the cosmic system.  Terrorism is the demand for power without the need for it.   
VIII. Evil and its destructive power exist to the extent that cosmic arrogance exceeds the restraints of legitimate authority and power…in other words breaking the rules!  This is degeneracy.  Degeneracy begins with thought.  An example of degeneracy is homosexuality which is degeneracy in action.  It is cultivated through arrogance and pre-occupation with self and the lusts of the old sin nature.  It is a function of evil and it is evil because it is forbidden in the Bible.  Lev 20:13 “If a man lies with a man as one lies with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They must be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads.”  This is motivational evil which becomes functional when the person gives into the sin.  This is an example of total self-centeredness and subjectivity.  These kinds of evil can only be restrained by enforced humility.  In this case God uses divine discipline to restrain homosexuality.  Crime is another example and it must be restrained by law enforcement and divine discipline.  We are talking about believers in this doctrine.
IX. Historical trends are related between objective reality in the Plan of God and subjective reality in the cosmic system.

X. Believers are the products of their own decisions not environment and the nations they live in are affected by these decisions.  Good decisions (living in the POG) are related to national prosperity and bad decisions (living in the cosmic system…no confession and no Spiritual growth through Bible study) are reflected through national disasters. 

XI. Arrogant nations and people never see their own inconsistencies only the inconsistencies of others’.
XII. Jealous people and envious nations never see their own sins or their own production of evil just others’ sins and production of evil.

XIII. Arrogant individuals, groups, or nations never see the disastrous consequences or evil results of their cosmic/worldly involvement because of their occupation with self and what self wants and the exclusion of objective reality…they are blind.

XIV. When people emphasize peace and security, they lose freedom and Truth and its by-products of self-determination and prosperity.
a. The LDE (Laws of Divine Establishment) emphasizes human freedom as a heritage from God and the issue in the angelic conflict.  Freedom always shows when you have people who go all the way to the top and who go all the way to the bottom and everything in between.  Bureaucracy destroys freedom.  The cosmic system says we are all equal and the world does everything in its satanic power to make it so.

b. In this historical era of nuclear phobia man has come to emphasize peace as a solution.
c. Yet freedom remains the most precious commodity of mankind in the function of self-determination and part of the heritage of Truth from God.

d. Freedom and Truth cannot be divorced except by man’s use of his freedom to reject Truth in three categories: LDE, the Gospel of the LJC, and Bible doctrine.  John 8:32 “…and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
e. When we use our freedom to reject Truth, we find ourselves deluded by the false politicians, prophets, or those greedy for gain. Ezek 7:25 “When anguish comes, they will seek peace, but there will be none.” Ezek 13:10 “It is definitely because they have misled my people by saying, 'Peace!' when there is no peace. And when anyone builds a wall, behold, they plaster it over with whitewash…”  They seek security only.

XV. Since man is only the product of his own volition and not environment, his decisions to compromise freedom for a false sense of security of peace inevitably will result in loss of freedom and client/nation status.

XVI. Human history is a narrative of man’s weakness not his strength.  The believer must choose a system to live in: the divine power system of the POG which produces good decisions or the cosmic system which produces bad decisions which destroy future options and the believer becomes a slave to Satan and this world. This produces self-induced misery.
a. Weakness produces problems and inability to cope with problems.  

b. Those who seek solutions by improving their environment inevitably create problems which destroy their environment.

c. Through living in the POG circumstances become the servant rather than the master.

d. Good decisions turn problems into solutions without creating or intensifying problems from those solutions.

e. The power of Bible doctrine to change men’s lives is the expression of non-meritorious human volition in the function of freedom.

f. The power of the cosmic system however, to change lives I the meritorious (human works) and arrogant expression of human volition inside the cosmic system.  Tyranny and slavery offers everything in a life without capacity with the result of misery and frantic search for happiness apart from God’s plan.

g. In the POG men’s lives are changed for the better by Bible doctrine.  In the cosmic system their lives are changed by the arrogance factor and evil.

h. Man can only enter the POG through grace…God’s policy.

i. So in the historical phase of the angelic conflict man must be free to succeed or fail in life.  Freedom produces inequality and the believer needs objective reality to recognize his weakness.  Man’s weakness produces a search for solutions in the divine plan.  Weakness in the believer makes Bible doctrine meaningful.  Weakness in the unbeliever makes the Gospel meaningful and able to orient to Christ.  God is greater than man and He has the solutions. 2 Cor 12:9-10 “And He has said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is perfected in weakness." Most gladly, therefore, I will rather boast about my weaknesses, that the power of Christ may dwell in me. (10) Therefore I am well content with weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I am strong.”
Close in prayer
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