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BIBLE CLASS – October 7, 2004

Lesson 23D – Book of Revelation

Addendum - The Doctrine of Divine Discipline 

I. Definition and Description: divine discipline is the sum total of punitive action taken from the justice of God to correct, punish, encourage, train, and to motivate the believer’s free will toward the Person and Plan of God.  It’s distinguished from divine judgment in that divine discipline is for believers only.  Divine judgment is for the entire human race in all categories under certain circumstances.  Believers get involved in the cosmic system and receive divine discipline in two (2) ways:
A. Carnality – a brief stay and rapid rooting out by warning discipline.

B. Reversionism – a longer residence in the cosmic system with failure to confess and generally because of stubbornness or arrogance is not blasted out by warning or intense discipline.

   Divine discipline must also be distinguished from self-induced misery by use of the believer’s own volition apart from divine discipline.  We make our own decisions and we pay for them.  This is called the Law of Volitional Responsibility.  There are definite results of our actions.  Gal 6:7 “Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.”  Making bad decisions reaps bad consequences and bad results.  The difference between divine discipline and self-induced misery is the source!   The source of divine discipline is God.  The source of self-induced misery is you!  Regardless of the category of discipline or suffering this discipline does not imply or include loss of salvation…NEVER!  Therefore, divine discipline is beneficial and profitable only if the believer responds to it by confession and getting back into the POG.
II. Principle of Divine Discipline.  While judgment is punitive action from God to all mankind, divine discipline is punishment from God for believers only and its punishment is designed to teach and motivate.  It is a family affair.  Heb 12:4-6 “In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood.  (5) And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: ‘My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when He rebukes you, (6) because the Lord disciplines those He loves, and He punishes everyone He accepts as a son.’" Prov 3:12 “…because the Lord disciplines those He loves, as a father the son He delights in.”  Divine discipline is designed to correct.  It’s painful!  It is parental training in the royal family of God.  It is designed to teach humility for without humility there is no capacity for enjoying anything on earth…no capacity for life in other words.  It teaches the believer what they refuse to learn from Bible doctrine.  Divine discipline is the believer learning the hard way…through pain!  Divine discipline is a teacher but a limited teacher.  There are two (2) systems of learning for believers:

A. Learning by the communication of Bible doctrine from your own pastor/teacher.  This is unlimited learning unless you are negative to it.

B. Learning by divine discipline.  This is very limited in what you can learn and achieve in life this way.

   There are two solutions: confession of sin (rebound) and back to a daily study of God’s Word.  Divine discipline offers the believer the opportunity to reverse bad decisions and start making good ones.  If you can’t learn from the humility caused by divine discipline, you can’t learn from hurting in it.  To continue to learn from the pain of divine discipline is to distort the purpose of grace and depart from life by means of the sin unto death.  I John 5:16-17 “
If anyone sees his brother committing a sin not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to death. There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he should make request for this.  (17) All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death.”  If you don’t learn from divine discipline you will live in the cosmic system until you are destroyed by it.
III. Divine Discipline Also Related to the General Subject of Suffering.  There are two (2) general causes of suffering in life. 
Suffering for discipline and suffering for blessing.  
The issue for suffering for discipline is carnality or reversionism.  
  
The issue for suffering for blessing is testing for momentum in Spiritual growth and the resulting rewards.  
The status for suffering for discipline is cosmic involvement.  
  
The status for suffering for blessing is the filling of the Spirit and residence in the POG.  
The category of suffering for discipline is unbearable suffering.  1 Cor 11:31 “But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged.”  
The category of suffering for blessing is bearable.  1 Cor 10:13 “No testing has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tested beyond what you are able, but with the testing will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.”   
The viewpoint for suffering for discipline is arrogance and subjectivity.  
The viewpoint for suffering for blessing is humility and objectivity.  
The solution for suffering for discipline is the use of rebound or confession of sin. The solution for suffering for blessing is the faith rest drill in three parts.  
The result of suffering for discipline is suffering turned to blessing if you confess and return to the POG.  
The result of suffering for blessing is acceleration of your Spiritual life.  
All suffering for the believer in cosmic system is designed for pain so to motivate the believer to turn around and change his mind.  All suffering for testing in the POG is designed for blessing and Spiritual growth.
IV. The Spheres of Divine Discipline.  Punishment can only be administered to the believer in time.  Heb 12:5-14 “…and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, ‘My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor faint when you are reproved by Him; (6) For those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.’  (7) It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline?  (8) But if you are without discipline, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.  (9) Furthermore, we had earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father of spirits, and live?  (10) For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us for our good, that we may share His holiness.  (11) All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.  (12) Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak (confess you sin) and the knees that are feeble, (13) and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be healed.  (14) Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.”  Learn the easy way through doctrine not the hard way through discipline.  2 Tim 2:15 “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed, handling accurately the word of truth.”
V. Purpose of Divine Discipline in Time.  Rev 3:19 “Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent (change your mind and get back in the POG).”  The love of God punishes His children to bring them back to Him…like a parent…therefore, get motivated to confess you sins (rebound) and get back into the POG.  The purpose of divine discipline is to motivate the believer to recover his residence in the POG through confession and the filling of the Holy Spirit.  God doesn’t hurt us just to hurt us!  He does it to teach us so we can reap His blessings!   But remember this.  A believer cannot grow spiritually and fulfill the POG by only confessing his sins.  He must study God’s Word to grow up Spiritually mature in the POG.  Divine discipline is limited in that it tries to turn the believer around.  The divine dynasphere or the filling of the Spirit on the other hand and learning Bible doctrine is unlimited.
Close in prayer
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