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BIBLE CLASS – October 30, 2004
Lesson 23g - The Book of Revelation

Addendum - The Doctrine of the Evaluation Seat of Christ

I. There are seven major judgments from the time of the cross:
A. The Judgment of the Cross – when all sins of the entire human race past, present, and future were imputed to our LJC on the cross and judged by God the Father.  Adam’s original sin was imputed to every human being at physical birth.  All the personal sins of every human being were saved up and imputed to our LJC on the cross.  1 Pet 2:24 “…and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed.”
B. “Rebound” or Confession of Sin – self judgment which restores the Church Age believer to fellowship with the God and if not consistent in doing so contributes to the downtrends of history.  If consistent in confessing regularly each day he contributes to the uptrends of history.  John 1:9 “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all wrongdoing.” 1 Cor 11:31-32 “But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged. (32) But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord in order that we may not be condemned along with the world.”
C. The Evaluation (Judgment) Seat of Christ – all Church Age believers are judged or evaluated before Christ and made accountable for their use of time on earth.  This is done after the Rapture or Resurrection of the Church from earth. Paul taught this in 2 Cor 5:10 “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be rewarded for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good (divine) or bad (human good).”  Rom 14:10-12 “But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God. (11) For it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ (12) So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God.” 2 Tim 4:8 “…in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”
D. The Great Tribulation – the last seven years of Jewish history or the Age of Israel.  At the end of the Tribulation (the Second Advent) there will be great judgment of all living Gentiles who rejected Christ.  Read Matt 25:31-46.

E. The Judgment of All Jews at the End of the Tribulation - The Judgment of Israel. Ezekiel 20:33-44 clearly teaches that Israel must come into judgment before being restored in the millennial kingdom. This Old Testament teaching has confirmation in the New Testament from the parable of the ten virgins of Matt. 25:1-13.   Also read Joel 3:11-15.  Prophecy teaches that there will be a general resurrection of all truly regenerated Israelites (Jewish believers) of the past dispensation to be judged. Those who had a kingdom hope are to arise and enter the earthly glory.  Read Ezekiel 37:1-14; Dan. 12:1-3.    Ezek 20:32-44 “And what comes into your mind will not come about, when you say: 'We will be like the nations, like the tribes of the lands, serving wood and stone (idols).' (33) As I live, declares the Lord God, surely with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with wrath poured out, I shall be king over you. (34) And I shall bring you out from the peoples and gather you from the lands where you are scattered, with a mighty hand and with an outstretched arm and with wrath poured out; (35) and I shall bring you into the wilderness of the peoples, and there I shall enter into judgment with you face to face. (36) As I entered into judgment with your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I will enter into judgment with you, declares the Lord God. (37) And I shall make you pass under the rod, and I shall bring you into the bond of the covenant; (38) and I shall purge from you the rebels and those who transgress against me; I shall bring them out of the land where they sojourn, but they will not enter the land of Israel (in the Millennium). Thus you will know that I am the Lord. (39) As for you, O house of Israel, thus says the Lord God, ‘Go, serve everyone his idols; but later, you will surely listen to me, and my holy name you will profane no longer with your gifts and with your idols. (40) For on My holy mountain, on the high mountain of Israel," declares the Lord God, "there the whole house of Israel, all of them, will serve Me in the land; there I shall accept them, and there I shall seek your contributions and the choicest of your gifts, with all your holy things.(41) As a soothing aroma I shall accept you, when I bring you out from the peoples and gather you from the lands where you are scattered; and I shall prove Myself holy among you in the sight of the nations.(42) And you will know that I am the Lord, when I bring you into the land of Israel, into the land which I swore to give to your forefathers. (43) And there you will remember your ways and all your deeds, with which you have defiled yourselves; and you will loathe yourselves in your own sight for all the evil things that you have done. (44) Then you will know that I am the Lord when I have dealt with you for My name's sake, not according to your evil ways or according to your corrupt deeds, O house of Israel," declares the Lord God.'"
F. The Judgment of All Fallen Angels – at the end of the millennium Satan and all fallen angels will be cast into the Lake of Fire. 1 Cor 6:3 “Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How much more, matters of this life?” 2 Pet 2:4 “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into Hades and committed them to pits of darkness (Abyss) (under the oceans), reserved for judgment.”  Jude 1:6 “And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day.”
G. The Judgment of All Unbelieving Humanity – the Great White Throne judgment is where all unbelievers will be judged at the end of the Millennium. Rev 20:11-15 “And I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. (12) And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds. (13) And the sea gave up the dead, who were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds. (14) And death and Hades were thrown into the Lake of Fire. This is the second death, the Lake of Fire. (15) And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”
II. The time of the Evaluation (judgment) Seat of Christ – this takes place at the termination of the Church Age and at the same time that the all believers receive their resurrection bodies at the Rapture of the Church.  1 Thess 4:13-18 “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope (unbelievers). (14) For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. (15) For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. (16) For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. (17) Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. (18) Therefore comfort one another with these words.”
III. The purpose of the Evaluation (judgment) Seat of Christ is found in 2 Cor 5:10 where God commands us.  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may be rewarded for his deeds (service to Christ) in the body, according to what he has done, whether good (divine good) or bad (human good).”  This judgment is to evaluate the spiritual work of the believers of the Church Age whether it was in the divine dynasphere (filling of the Holy Spirit) or in the cosmic system!  Was it divine good of intrinsic value done with humility and in the POG or human good made up of worthless works?  All works done in the cosmic system are worthless and done with arrogant motivation…rejection of the Word of God and its commands. How did we use our time on earth from birth to death?  How did we use the huge capital of logistical grace that God gave us one day at a time?
IV. Loss of reward at the Evaluation Seat of Christ is as follows:

A. Gain or loss of reward in the resurrection body is determined by our personal volition…our choice between the filling of the Spirit or the cosmic system.  1 Cor 3:11-15 “For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (12) Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones (divine good), wood, hay, straw, (13) each man's work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man's work. (14) If any man's work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward. (15) If any man's work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet as through fire.”  The volition of your soul is a great issue.  As goes the believers’ volitions so goes the nation…in the POG…great reward…out of the POG…loss of reward at the Evaluation Seat of Christ.

B. Loss of reward at the Evaluation Seat of Christ does not imply loss of salvation. 2 Tim 2:11-13 “It is a trustworthy statement: for if we died with Him, we shall also live with Him (retroactive positional truth…union with Christ at the moment we believe in Him); (12) If we endure, we shall also reign with Him (daily decisions to live within the POG); if we deny Him, He also will deny us (rewards); (13) If we are faithless, He remains faithful (eternal security); for He cannot deny Himself (God’s righteousness or +R imputed to us at the moment of salvation).”  The LJC rejected human good and evil on the cross as we should!  He was judged for our personal sins only not our human good or evil (human good and evil are judged at the Evaluation Seat of Christ).  If you have doubt about your eternal security you are living out of fellowship in the cosmic system.  If you have confidence about your eternal security and life in general you are living in the POG with divine power from the Holy Spirit.
C. However, the cosmic believer in losing reward at the Evaluation Seat of Christ will experience shame in the resurrection body.  This is the closest thing to lack of happiness in heaven and it will be short-lived…temporary and only at the Evaluation Seat of Christ. I John 2:28 “And now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.”
V. Application of virtue to the Evaluation Seat of Christ.  Rom 14:10-16 “But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of God. (11) For it is written, ‘As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God.’ (12) So then each one of us shall give account of himself to God. (13) Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this…not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother's way. (14) I know and am convinced in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself; but to him who thinks anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean. (15) For if because of food your brother is hurt, you are no longer walking according to love. Do not destroy with your food him for whom Christ died. (16) Therefore do not let what is a good thing for you be spoken of as evil.”  This verse stresses the Law of Liberty.  As a believer in Christ you have many blessings.  We have freedom in Christ but do not let that freedom lead a weak believer to fall.  Maybe they believer in certain taboos left over from a religious involvement.  Let them learn the Word and realize there are no taboos in Church Age.  An example is eating certain foods and the prohibition of them. Some weak or new believers may think it a sin to eat certain foods but we know it is not.  We believers can eat without restrictive laws like in the Old Testament.  So don’t eat anything or do anything that may make a baby believer fall into sin.  There are two kinds of weak people in the world today: 1) Those that live in the cosmic system and 2) all mankind because of our old sin natures.  The strong live in the POG in the filling of the Holy Spirit.  We are responsible for every decision we make in life.  2 Cor 2:5 “But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, but in some degree…in order not to say too much…to all of you.”   1 Cor 9:24-26 “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize. (25) Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. (26) Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air.”  You need self-discipline and positive volition to reach the goal of Spiritual maturity in POG.
VI. Rewards at the Evaluation Seat of Christ.  There are two Greek words for crowns: “Stephanas” which is a military term meaning the highest of honors in the imperial games of Greece and “Diadema” which means crowns used for kings.  For the believer at the Evaluation Seat of Christ there are crowns as rewards and they are as follows:

A. Crown of Righteousness – advancement to maturity.  Daily decisions to study and believer God’s Word and apply it in our lives.  2 Tim 4:8 “…in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”
B. Crown of Life – passing all eight momentum tests in the advance to maturity. James 1:12 “Blessed is a man who perseveres under testing; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.”   Rev 2:10 “Do not fear what you are about to suffer. Behold, the devil is about to cast some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have tribulation ten times. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.”

C. Crown of Glory – crown for all pastor/teachers and evangelists who lead their congregations and believers to saving knowledge of LJC and spiritual maturity faithfully teaching God’s Gospel and Word. 1 Pet 5:1-4 “Therefore, I exhort the pastors among you, as your fellow pastor and witness of the sufferings of Christ, and a partaker also of the glory that is to be revealed,(2)shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the will of God; and not for sordid gain, but with eagerness; (3) nor yet as lording it over those allotted to your charge, but proving to be examples to the flock. (4) And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory.”
Close in Prayer
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