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BIBLE CLASS – November 18, 2004

Lesson 23h - The Book of Revelation Chapter 2:10 

Addendum – Ten Special Persecutions of the Church by Satan
96 A.D Through 305 A.D.

1. In 96 A.D. the emperor Domitian died because of his persecution of John (just as Nero died for his persecution of Paul in 60 A.D).  He persecuted all those especially Christians who would not worship him as a deity!  As a result Rome worshipped him as a god.  He was violently jealous of his brother Titus and was insane.  His wife, Domicia had him murdered.  During his reign there were great persecutions of Christians.

2. Marcus Aurelius reigned from 161-189 A.D. He was a soldier and all around great guy according history.  He was an unbeliever and responsible for the fall of the economy of Rome because he was too busy to pay attention to it.  He was out fighting his enemies all the time.  His soldiers brought back an Asiatic plague from Persia and millions of people died from it in the empire.  This was a divine punishment.  The Christians were blamed for it because they would not worship Rome’s false gods.  They were severely punished for it and Aurelius died by poisoning at the age of 59.  He lost his wisdom.

3. Commodus, the son of Marcus Aurelius became the ruling emperor after his father’s death.  He was the first natural prodigy born of a Roman ruler allowed to rule!  Usually successors were adopted for their qualifications to lead the empire…not Marcus Aurelius.  He was insane and let his natural born son become emperor.  Commodus had a great arrogance because of his physical strength.  He cheated at the gladiator games…he killed unarmed opponents!  He slaughtered people at will.  He was a transvestite and homosexual.  He was vile and he persecuted Christians in unspeakable ways.  He took a mistress named Marcia (a Christian).  He was going to murder her but some in the palace found out and had him assassinated…strangled by one of his wrestlers.

4. Severus was the next emperor (193-217).  He waited two years before he started persecuting Christians.  He was a very superstitious African.  He wouldn’t let Christians witness and when they did he persecuted them wildly and viciously.  This took place in Alexandria where mobs of Egyptians killed Christians horribly.  Severus died in York, England on a visit to his son, Caracalla who killed his brother Geta.

5. Maximinus Thrax was emperor from 235-238.  He was an eight foot giant Thracian.  He ordered all Christian leaders put to death.  Roman legions ignored his orders to kill the Christian named Origin.

6. Emperor Decius (239-251), a peasant soldier persecuted Christians and was killed in a battle with the Goths.

7. Trabonianus Gallus (251-253) continued the persecutions started by Decius and he was so successful he was murdered by his own son, Valerian so he could take the throne. 

8. P. Licinius Valerian (254-260) continued his father’s persecutions until distracted by a Persian invasion.  They captured him and horribly tortured him.  A Persian king used him as a stool and skinned him alive!  Divine intervention!

9. Lucius Aurelian (270-275) was a mercenary in the army and eventually became supreme commander.  He loved to fight and fight often.  He was the “hand on the hilt” Lucius.  He persecuted Christians and his secretary led a conspiracy that said Aurelian was going to kill his generals so they had him murdered.

10. Gaius Diocletian (284-305) was a remarkable ruler outside of his penchant to persecution Christians and that he did!  He put an end to the disastrous phase of Roman history known as the "Military Anarchy" or the "Imperial Crisis" (235-284). He established an obvious military despotism and was responsible for laying the groundwork for the second phase of the Roman Empire, which is known variously as the "Dominate," the "Tetrarchy," the "Later Roman Empire," or the "Byzantine Empire." His reforms ensured the continuity of the Roman Empire in the east for more than a thousand years.  He put an end to inflation.  He reformed the economy as well as fought on the battle front (first emperor to do so).  He reformed the coinage and taxation and brought honesty to internal revenue department of Rome.  He literally saved the empire form collapsing and ended the secret police of Rome.  He worshipped the sun god, Jupiter.  He started the greatest persecution of Christians in 303 A.D. and he sought to root Christianity from the empire!  All copies of the Bibles were destroyed by orders from him.  Churches were burned, meetings abolished.  Christians were deprived of their civil rights and couldn’t hold office in the empire.  He retired to Spoleto, Dalmatia in Yugoslavia and built a famous castle there.  Galerius took Diocletian’s place and continued to persecute Christians until the pressure became too great for him so he issued the Edict of Toleration, which cancelled all persecution of Christians and pardoned those still living in the empire.  Constantine in Milan in 313 A.D. issued the Edict of Constantine, which stopped all persecutions of Christians and gave all people the free choice to worship in anyway they wished.  This edict is also called the Edict of Milan.  This opened the gates to evangelize the Barbarians.  The Roman Empire continued until 476 A.D. before God issued the fifth cycle of discipline on them.  After the take over of the empire, the Franco kingdom became the next client/nation to God and the Barbarians made up the people of the next Gentile client/nations from then on…Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Celts, Germans, Slavs, Burgundies, Francs etc.   These peoples became believers in the LJC.  A toughening up period began and the Word of God became their life!  
Close in Prayer
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