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BIBLE CLASS – March 10, 2005

Lesson 23k - The Book of Revelation 
Addendum with Handout # 5 - The Three Categories of God’s Knowledge 


The three categories of God’s knowledge are self-knowledge, omniscience, and foreknowledge.  From our study in Revelation 3:15.
I. Self-knowledge of God (not in view in Rev 3:15 of our study)
   God is eternal and His knowledge is eternal.  He is sovereign over all creation and His knowledge is infinitely superior to any creature knowledge…angelic or man.  The smartest creatures seek to know all about God through His Word.

Time has nothing to do with God’s knowledge.  The future is as real to God as the past in regards to time.

Since God is a Person, He possesses both self-consciousness and self-determination.  He acts rationally in compatibility with His absolute will and perfection.  God is Himself and because He is Himself both eternally and infinitely…He knows Himself to be beyond comparison with any creature.

Because He is infinite…no beginning, no end… His knowledge had neither boundary nor limitation.  Infinity is beyond space and time and so is His knowledge of Himself.  Therefore, God’s knowledge is never complicated with ignorance or absurdities.  He existed eternally not sustained by Himself or any other source.  Therefore, His knowledge is as unalterable as Himself.  He cannot change because he’s immutable and His knowledge cannot change.  He precedes time and space and His knowledge precedes time and space unlike ours which is limited to time and space.

God knows Himself and there’s never been a time He didn’t know His sovereignty, integrity (His righteousness + justice), love, eternal life, omniscience, omnipresence, omnipotence, immutability, and veracity.   This is the essence of God (His attributes or character).  He understands all His ten attributes and He knows the other members of the Trinity and their attributes or essence.

God’s knowledge is perfect subjectivity and His knowledge of the other Members is perfect objectivity.  This is true for all the Members.  Subjectivity here is perfect (no arrogance whatsoever). 

II. Omniscience of God (in view in Rev 3:15 of our study)
Omniscience refers to creatures, is technical, and is God’s objective knowledge of the universe which He created and all the creatures in it…angelic and human…rational creatures.  

He also has omniscience in regards to all animals.  Man’s knowledge of animals is limited and stupid in regards to emotions about animals.  

God’s knowledge of everything is absolute.  The omniscience of God is KEY in Rev 3:15.  The omniscience of God deals with creatures and since the divine decrees deals with reality, we cannot separate the decrees from the omniscience of God.  God programs the computer of divine decrees and He puts every thought every person has ever had into that computer and with that every motivation that every person ever had…every decision and action every person ever made and omniscience knows them all. 

Omniscience also knows all the things that didn’t happen but could have happened and every probability of life.  It knows the probability as well as the actuality of life!!!  However, only actuality is programmed into the computer.  You can ask Him in heaven what your probabilities were and all other decisions you could have made.  And He can carry them out all the way out to the end of your life and beyond the Millennium.

God doesn’t coerce the volition of creation.

God knows perfectly, eternally and simultaneously all that is knowable; the actual and the possible both the historical and the probable.  All the actual is fed into the computer of divine decrees to become history while the possible or probable are decisions which could have been made and were not.  

Every minute detail of both angelic and human history is completely in God’s mind at all times.  Therefore, His omniscience perceives the free as free; the necessary as necessary together with all their causes, conditions, and relations in one indivisible system of things; every link of which is essential to the whole.

III. Foreknowledge of God (not in view in Rev 3:15 of our study)
  You can never say “Que sera, sera” or “What will be, will be” in regards to God’s foreknowledge because that would be fatalism and of course arrogance to the max.  Fatalism is cosmic thinking, and anti-Biblical, and evil.  This sort of thinking can be traced back to any Muslim or Hindu Indian group.  Fatalism causes these types of religion to first hate it, then endure it, and finally wallow in it…that’s why they are called fatalists. 
  The foreknowledge of God must be distinguished from omniscience.  Between foreknowledge and omniscience stands the computer of divine decrees (an analogy).  Only real or actual events go into God’s computer of divine decrees and foreknowledge is the printout of those facts of history…the actuality of history based on decisions of mankind from their free will.  Foreknowledge always deals with the printout and NEVER with the programming.  Omniscience programs the computer with historical facts only, made up of man’s thoughts, decisions, and actions.  Foreknowledge is the print out of the computer and NOTHING is foreknown before it is first decreed.  Foreknowledge is therefore, limited to what actually happens (the printout) in human history.
Foreknowledge has nothing to do with possibilities or probabilities.  The foreknowledge of God makes nothing certain.  It simply acknowledges what is already certain…the content of the divine decrees.  God foreknows all things as certainly future because He has first of all decreed them from His omniscience and man’s volitional thoughts, decisions, and actions.  God therefore, foreknows everything that is certainly future. 

Close in prayer.
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