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BIBLE CLASS – October 12, 2004

Lesson 23l - The Book of Revelation

Addendum with Handout # 2 - Meaning of Numbers in the Bible 

I.   One (1)       Means SOVEREINTY, UNITY OF SPIRT, PRIMACY, PERFECTION and ORDER.  
A. It is the symbol of unity in all languages.
B. As a cardinal number it denotes unity.
C. As an ordinal number it denotes primacy.
D. It is not divisible and it consists of no other numbers.  It therefore, is independent of all others and the source of all others as is Deity.  The great “first cause” is independent of all.  All stand in need of HIM and He needs NO assistance from any!!!
E. It excludes all differences for there is no second with which it can either harmonize of conflict and therefore denotes that which is Sovereign.
F. It marks the beginning and we must begin with GOD.
II.   Two (2)       Means DIFFERENCE, DIVISION, ENMITY or ANOTHER.

A. Example being as on the second day of creation there was light in contrast to darkness.  

B. The second of anything bears upon it a stamp of difference when comparing two things.
C. Many times it means connotes hostility or warning like in the second book of any New Testament epistle.  2 Corinthians warns of Satan’s ploys against believers as does 2 Timothy and Peter.  They warn of hostility from satanic and human evil.
D. Life types are another example:
· Abraham and Lot with Lot being the one in hostility to Abraham at times and very different.  Abraham was humble and Lot was arrogant.
· Isaac and Ishmael with Isaac being chosen by God and Ishmael being different (Arab) and hostile to his half brother with results going on even today.
· Jacob and Esau the twins with Esau being an unbeliever and different from Jacob physically and spiritually.  Esau became hostile to Jacob after he stole his birthright from him.
E. In the second day of creation we also have division of light from darkness.

III. Three (3)    Means DIVINE PERFECTION and COMPLETENESS, SOLID, REAL, SUBSTANTIAL, COMPLETE, AND ENTIRE.
A. The best example is the TRINITY, GOD in three persons.  All of them being perfect in essence and character and in their attributes.

B. On the third day the earth was caused to rise up out of the water, symbolic of that resurrection life which we have in Christ and in which we alone can worship, serve, or do any divine good.

C. On the third day Christ rose from the dead.

D. He paid the penalty of our sin through His own body on the cross in Spiritual death for three hours, from noon to 3:00 PM.

E. Jonah was in the large fish or whale for 3 days symbolizing the time Christ would be gone until Resurrection.

F. Christ said of His Spiritual work on the cross, “It is finished” at 3:00PM.

G. Christ raised three persons from the dead.

H. The threefold enemies of man: the world, the flesh (OSN) and the devil.

I. The three wise men.

IV.   Four (4)     Means GOD’S CREATIVE WORKS of the world…a WORLD number.

A. The four elements of the earth: earth, air, fire, and water.

B. The four regions of the earth: North, South, East, and West.

C. The four seasons of the earth: spring, summer, fall, and winter.

D. The four divisions of the day: morning, noon, evening, and midnight.

E. The four lunar phases: no moon, quarter moon, half moon and full moon.

F. On the fourth day of creation we see material creation finished. 

V.   Five (5)       Means the number of GRACE – five ways.

A. Favor shown to the miserable is mercy.

B. Favor shown to the poor is pity.

C. Favor shown to the suffering is compassion.

D. Favor shown to the obstinate is patience.

E. Favor shown to the unworthy is grace.

F. The Jews came out of Egypt five in a rank in order. Exo 8:18.
G. In the Old Testament making of the Tabernacle every measurement was a derivative of five or a multiple of five.

VI.   Six (6)        Means IMPERFECTION to GOD and MAN’S PERFECTION to man.
A. The number seven minus one = six.  Seven is Spiritual perfection and one short of it is imperfection.  Also five + one = six.  Five is grace + one = man trying to outdo God’s grace…works, on his own merit rather than the gifts from God.

B. Cain’s descendants were given only to the sixth generation.

C. The number 6 was stamped on the old mysteries.  The great secret symbol consisted of the three letters SSS, because the letter Sin the Greek alphabet was the symbol of the figure 6 (which means stigma in Greek) and means mark but especially a mark made by a branding iron or such for cattle, slaves and soldiers by their owners or masters; or devotees who thus branded themselves as belonging to their gods.

D. It is remarkable that the Romans who destroyed Jerusalem in 70 A.D. did not use all the letters of their alphabet as did the Hebrews and the Greeks.  They used only 6 letters, D, C, L, X, and I.  And it is still more remarkable, and maybe very significant that the sum of these equals 666.

1. D = 500

2. C = 100

3. L =  50

4. X =  10

5. V =   5

6.  I =  1

666 
E. There are three men who stand out in Scripture as avowed enemies of God and of His people.  Each is branded with this number 6 that we may not miss their significances:

1. Goliath, whose height was 6 cubits, and he had 6 pieces of armor; his spear’s head weighed 600 shekels of iron.  1 Sam 17:4-7.  In this first example we have one six (6) connected with arrogance of fleshly might.  
2. Nebuchadnezzar, whose “image” (statue) which he set up, was 60 cubits high and 6 cubits wide (Dan 3:1), and which was worshipped when the music was heard from 6 specified instruments.  In this second example we have two sixes (66) connected with the arrogance of absolute dominion.  
3. Antichrist, whose number is 666, is the worst of the three.  In this third example we have three sixes (666) connected with the arrogance of Satanic guidance. The antichrist is 666 and will give this number to all in the Tribulation who worship him.  If the number 6 is man’s perfection then 66 is a doubling of man’s perfection and 666 is a concentrated expression of it…all arrogance because man has no perfection, only God does!  The number 666 is the secret symbol of the ancient pagan mysteries connected with the worship of the devil.  It is today the secret connecting link between those ancient mysteries and their modern revival of spiritualism, Theosophy, witchcraft etc. The efforts of the great enemy, Satan, are now directed toward uniting all into one great whole.  The newspapers, worldliness, and apostate religion, are full of schemes prompted by Satan and his demons as to such a union.  The societies for the reunion of the churches, are alike parts of the same great movement and are all making for and are signs of the coming if not here already APOSTACY.  During this age, “separation” is God’s word for his people, and is the mark of Christ; while “union” and “reunion” are the mark of the antichrist!
VII. Seven (7)       Means SPIRITUAL PERFECTION.
A. In the Old Testament seven is mentioned 287 times and is divisible by 7 & = 41.

B. There are seven Spirits (Isa 11:2):
1. Spirit of the Lord.

2. Spirit of Wisdom.

3. Spirit of Understanding.

4. Spirit of Counsel.

5. Spirit of Power.

6. Spirit of Knowledge.

7. Spirit of Respect for the Lord. 
C. The Seven Ministries of God the Holy Spirit:
1. Common Grace.

2. Efficacious Grace.

3. Filling.

4. Baptism.

5. Sealing.

6. Spiritual Gifts.

7. Teaching.

D. The seven blessings of Abraham (Gen 12:2-3).
1. “I will make you a great nation.”

2. “I will bless you.”

3. “I will make your name great.”

4. “You will be a blessing.”

5. “I will bless those that bless you.”

6. “I will curse those that curse you.”

7. “In you all families of the earth will be blessed.”

E. The seven Lampstands (churches of Revelation. 

F. The seven lights of the Lampstand in the Tabernacle and Temple.  The center light or branch represents the LJC and the six other lights or branches represent believers in Christ.

G. The seven Seals of Revelation.

The seven Trumpets of Revelation.

H. The seven Bowl judgments of Revelation.

I. The seven Days of the Week.

VIII. Eight (8)        Means SUPER ABUNDANCE, ABOUND in STRENGTH and
FERTILITY and is associated with resurrection and regeneration.

A. 7 + 1 = 8.  Spiritual perfection plus more = super abundance.
B. Noah was the “eighth person” who stepped out of the ark onto the new earth to start a new order of things.  Eight souls passed through it with him to the new regenerated world.

C. Jewish circumcision was performed on the eighth day after birth because it was a symbol of the true “circumcision of the heart,” that which was to be in Col 2:11 “In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ…”  This is connected to the new creation.
D. The firstborn child is to be given to God on the eighth day (Exo 22:29-30).  But resurrection is the great truth which is signified here.  Christ rose on the first day of the week or eighth day of the death and resurrection of Christ.  

E. The Feast of the Tabernacles lasted 8 days.  It is the feast of harvest and abundance.

F. David was the eighth son of Jesse.
G. Eight is the number of the Lord’s name in Greek.  Each letter of His name represents a number.

IX. Nine (9)        Means – FINALITY or JUDGMENT.

A. Nine is the factor of 666 (9 X 74 = 666).

B. There were 27 sieges of Jerusalem (9 X 3 = 27).  Nine meaning judgment and 3 meaning divine completeness!

C. There were 9 judgments of Haggai 1:11.
D. There are 9 words for judgment in the Bible.

E. Enough has been said to show that the signification of the number 9 is judgment, especially divine judgment, and the conclusion of the whole matter so far as man is concerned.  But…

F. Nine is the square of 3 and 3 is the number of divine perfection, as well as the number peculiar to the Holy Spirit.  It is not surprising, therefore, to find that this number denotes finality in divine things.

X. Ten (10) 
      Means – DIVINE PERFECTIN and DIVINE ORDER.
A. Noah is the tenth generation from God.

B. The Ten Commandments.

C. The ten percent tithe for Israel’s tax.

D. The ten plagues of Egypt.

E. The ten kingdoms of the revised Roman Empire of Antichrist in Revelation.

F. The Lord’s Prayer is completed in ten clauses.  This is very interesting in regards to numbers in the Bible.  Look at the clauses and their numbers in the Lord’s Prayer:

1. Clause one-God’s Sovereignty.

2. Clause two-Jehovah’s manifested Name.

3. Clause three-The realization of God’s Kingdom.
4. Clause four-first mentions earth.

5. Clause five-the gift of grace supplying our need.

6. Clause six-treats man’s sin.

7. Clause seven-pleads for spiritual guidance.

8. Clause eight-pleads for final deliverance from all evil.

9. Clause nine-sums up the divine glory.

10. Clause ten-completes the eternal cycles.

G. The ten “I Ams” of Jesus in the Gospel of John 6, 8, 10, 14, 15.
1. “I am the Bread of Life.”

2. “I am the Light of the world.”

3. “I am the Bread of Life that came down from heaven.”

4. “I am the Living Bread.”
5. “I am the One who bears witness of Myself.”

6. “I am the Door of the sheep.”

7. “I am the Good Shepherd.”

8. “I am the Resurrection and the Life.”

9. “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”

10. “I am the True Vine.”

XI. Eleven (11)     Means - DISORDER, DISORGANIZATION, IMPERFECTION, and DISINTEGRATION.

A. When number 1 is added to “divine perfection” number 10, it or subtracted from “perfection in government” number 12, they both = number 11, disorder.

B. Example: when Judas betrayed Christ the Apostles numbered 11.

C. Example: when Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers and taken away by the Egyptians that left Jacob with 11 sons.

D. The eleventh hour is proverbial as being contrary alike both to what is right in order and arrangement.

XII. Twelve (12)    Means – PERFECTION IN GOVERNMENT.

A. There are 12 Patriarchs. Seth to Noah then Shem to Jacob.
B. There are 12 sons of Jacob, the 12 tribes of Israel.

C. There are 12 Apostles.

D. There are 12 foundations in New Jerusalem.

E. There are 12 Gates to the city of Jerusalem.

F. Jesus was 12 years old when He made Himself public in the temple.

XIII. Thirteen (13)   Means – REBELLION, APOSTACY, DEFECTION, CORRUPTION, and REVOLUTION.

A. The first mention of the number 13 in the Bible was in Gen 14:4 when the people of Canaan served the King Chedorlaomer for 12 years then on the thirteenth they rebelled and joined with Abram against him.

B. Ishmael rebelled at 13 years of age against Isaac.  

C. Multiples of 13 make up the remainder in Scripture and too many to go into detail here.

XIV. Fourteen (14)
Means – A DOUBLE PORTION of SPIRITUAL PERFECTION.

XV. Fifteen (15)
Means – ACTS BROUGHT ON BY ENERGY OF DIVINE GRACE (5 grace X 3 divine perfection).

XVI. Seventeen (17)  Means – PERFECTION OF SPIRITUAL ORDER.

XVII. Nineteen (19)
Means – DIVINE ORDER CONNECTED TO JUDGMENT.

XVIII. Twenty (20)
Means – EXPECTANCY and ORDERED PERFECTION DOUBLED.

XIX. Twenty-two
Means – Double 11 which means INTENSIFIED REBELLION and DISORGANIZATION.

XX. Forty (40) 
   Means – PROBATION, TRIAL, CHASTISEMENT, DISCIPLINE but not judgment here.

XXI. Forty-two      Means – A number ASSOCIATED WITH THE ANTICHRIST because his reign lasted 42 months.
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