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BIBLE CLASS – October 4, 2005

Lesson 23o- The Book of Revelation - Chapter 6– Handout # 8

The Book of Revelation – Chapter Six – Handout # 8

Introduction Review and Outline of Chapter Six
We have concluded our study of the 8 things seen heaven in chapters 4 and 5 of Revelation.  We now move into chapter six where we will see the beginning of the judgment period of the Great Tribulation.  This part of Revelation, chapters 6-18, is the most extended passage of the Book of Revelation and deals with the seven years of the restoration of Israel and the judgments on the earth.  This chapter is the beginning of the age that the Bible calls: the “Time of Wrath” in 1 Thess 1:10 and 5:9; the “70th Week of Daniel” in Dan 9:24-27; the “Time of Jacob’s trouble” 30:1-8; and “the Time of Tribulation Coming on the Whole Earth” in Rev 3:10.
Let’s just look at the previous five chapters in review before we go on:

A. Chapter one (1) reveals Christ in His resurrection glory, who holds the pastors (messengers) of the seven churches in His right hand, and who walks in the midst of the seven churches.  

B. Chapters two (2) and three (3) reveal the Lord’s evaluation of conditions in the seven churches of Asia Minor to which John ministered as pastor of all.  In addition, these churches reveal historical trends or conditions of the Church Age due to the decision making on the part of the believers of each church scrutinized by our Savior.  Positive volition and spiritual growth meant up-trends in history.  Negative volition and little spiritual growth meant down-trends in history and divine punishment.  Each of the seven churches reveals a different time period of the Church Age and conditions in each of those churches from 90 A.D. to the present day.  Also any of these church ‘types’ can exist in our present day.  
C. Chapter four (4) deals with the throne and the throng of believers of the Church Age in heaven after the Rapture.  John is “caught up” into heaven.  We have studied in this chapter the doctrine of the Rapture and the basis of welcome in heaven.

D. Now in Chapter five (5) we see Jesus revealed as the “Lion of Judah,” who alone holds the rights of the “firstborn of God” and who is the only ONE worthy to open the Doomsday Book and its seven seals, which will set off the judgments due upon the earth.
Now in chapter six we move away from the historical trends of the Church Age to the concept of historical trends based on prophecy as we discussed in chapter five (5).  The historical trends in the Tribulation are determined by prophecy; therefore, let’s review this principle of historical trends from prophecy in Rev 6-18:
A. The historical trends of the Tribulation are determined by prophecy.  The Church Age is the dispensation of no prophecy…it is an era of historical trends without prophecy and they are determined by some means other than prophecy.

B. In other words, during the Church Age, historical trends are determined by the decisions, scale of values, and the volition of the royal family of God (believers of the Church Age…US!).

C. In the Church Age, as goes the believer, so goes the historical trends.  The Church Age is the only dispensation that provides the power system of the Holy Spirit to execute the POG.

D. Positive decisions toward the Word of God and decisions to live in the divine POG by a core or pivot group of believers provide historical uptrends.

E. But negative decisions toward the Word of God and decisions to live in the cosmic system of Satan produce historical downtrends.  We are obviously on an historical downtrend right now, which means a lot of believers who were positive in the past are no longer positive but negative to the POG.

F. Decisions determine environment in the Church Age not the reverse as proven in the Garden of Eden where Adam and Eve enjoyed perfection but still chose to sin.  Satan also sinned in the perfect environment of heaven.
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G. In every other dispensation or historical era (not the Church Age) ALL human decisions and actions were fed into the computer of divine decrees by God so that historical trends were programmed and revealed through prophecy.  Without coercing volition of anyone, the computer printout was all the historical trends of prophecy.  Only what actually happened or reality in time from human volition is what is programmed into the computer.  Human probability or what might have happened if mankind chose other ways to live their lives is also known by God but is not programmed into the computer because it did not actually occur in reality.  When you get to heaven you can ask God what would have happened had you chose differently for other things in your life and He will tell you about those possibilities.  Note:  please review the lesson on the “Doctrine of the 3 Categories of God’s Knowledge.” 
You can see by this that the Church Age is a unique age and like no other.  We are commissioned ore called individually by God through our individual priesthood and ambassadorship. We have blessing and prosperity or trouble and disaster depending on our volition.  It is the most exciting age to live in but totally opposite from all of God’s other dispensations.
In the Tribulation, however, historical trends are determined by the prophecies recorded in the Doomsday Book with its seven seals.  In chapter six, six of these seals are opened for our inspection and they are opened to give us in the Church Age an understanding of historical trends in the Tribulation.  But before we can get into this chapter we need to notice something about Israel’s time clock or time line that God decreed for them and Jerusalem after the 70 year Babylonian captivity.  
Israel’s time clock is given in Daniel chapter 9.  In Daniel 9:24-27 we have a prophecy that explains the historical setting of Revelation chapters 6-19.  However, I want you to see the entire chapter nine of Daniel to understand what led up to the prophecy about the Tribulation in Daniel 24-27. 
Israel has throughout their history continually and willfully disobeyed God and the Mosaic Laws of Divine Establishment that He handed down to them through Moses on Mount Sinai.  They never appreciated what God planned for them and were an arrogant and stubborn people.  But God in His faithfulness and grace always forgave Israel and will emphatically fulfill all His promises to them.  God loves us and this is seen in His long patience with them.  Unfortunately they have suffered much and will suffer more for their rejection.  
Here’s the setting for Israel’s time line in Dan 1:1-27:  
“In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes (a Mede by descent), who was made ruler over the Babylonian kingdom 
(2) in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from the Scriptures, according to the Word of the Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy years (This is when the Babylonian king, Nebuchadnezzar conquered the Southern Kingdom of Judah and carried all the Jews into captivity for 70 years as Jeremiah the prophet had warned). (3) So I turned to the Lord God and pleaded with Him in prayer and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes. 
(4) I prayed to the Lord my God and confessed: ‘O Lord, the great and awesome God, who keeps His covenant of love with all who love Him and obey His commands, 
(5) we have sinned and done wrong. We have been wicked and have rebelled; we have turned away from your commands and laws (the Mosaic Law of Divine Establishment for all of Israel). 
(6) We have not listened to your servants the prophets, who spoke in your name to our kings, our princes and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. 
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 (7) Lord, you are righteous, but this day we are covered with shame…the men of Judah and people of Jerusalem and all Israel, both near and far, in all the countries where you have scattered us because of our unfaithfulness to you. 
(8) O Lord, we and our kings, our princes and our fathers are covered with shame because we have sinned against you. 
(9) The Lord our God is merciful and forgiving, even though we have rebelled against Him; 
10) we have not obeyed the Lord our God or kept the laws He gave us through His servants the prophets. 
(11) All Israel has transgressed your law and turned away, refusing to obey you. Therefore the curses and sworn judgments written in the Law of Moses, the servant of God, have been poured out on us, because we have sinned against you. 
(12) You have fulfilled the words spoken against us and against our rulers by bringing upon us great disaster (these are the final captivity punishments). Under the whole heaven nothing has ever been done like what has been done to Jerusalem (the two captivities of Israel because of unfaithfulness to God and God’s plan for them). 
(13) Just as it is written in the Law of Moses, all this disaster has come upon us, yet we have not sought the favor of the Lord our God by turning from our sins and giving attention to your truth. 
(14) The Lord did not hesitate to bring the disaster upon us, for the Lord our God is righteous in everything He does; yet we have not obeyed Him. 
(15) Now, O Lord our God, who brought your people out of Egypt (slavery) with a mighty hand and who made for yourself a name that endures to this day, we have sinned, we have done wrong
(16) O Lord, in keeping with all your righteous acts, (you) turn your anger away and your wrath from Jerusalem, your city, your holy hill. Our sins and the iniquities of our fathers have made Jerusalem and your people an object of scorn to all those around us (as it is to this present day!). 
(17) Now, our God, hear the prayers and petitions of your servant. For your sake, O Lord, look with favor on your desolate sanctuary (they are in a dire place).
(18) Give ear, O God, and hear; open your eyes and see the desolation of the city that bears your Name. We do not make requests of you because we are righteous, but because of your great mercy. 
(19) O Lord, listen! O Lord, forgive! O Lord, hear and act! For your sake, O my God, do not delay, because your city and your people bear your Name.’ 
(20) While I was speaking and praying, confessing my sin and the sin of my people Israel and making my request to the Lord my God for His holy hill, 
(21) while I was still in prayer, Gabriel (The archangel), the man I had seen in the earlier vision, came to me in swift flight about the time of the evening sacrifice. 
(22) He instructed me and said to me, ‘Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and understanding. 
(23) As soon as you began to pray, an answer was given, which I have come to tell you, for you are highly esteemed (by God). Therefore, consider the message and understand the vision: 
Now in the following verses is the prophecy that explains the Tribulation period.  Note: ‘Sevens’ in the following verses (called “weeks” in some translations) are literal years and that is seen clearly by the unfolding of history in regards to this prophecy. Let’s study it carefully: 
(24) "Seventy 'sevens' (or ‘weeks’ 70 X 7 = 490 years) are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and to anoint the most holy. 
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(25) ‘Know and understand this: From the issuing of the decree (from Artaxerxes, the ruler at the time) (Read Nehemiah 2) to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One (the LJC), the Ruler, comes (Second Advent at the end of the Tribulation) there will be seven 'sevens (7 X 7 = 49 years),’ and sixty-two 'sevens (434 years).' It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of trouble. 
(26) After the sixty-two 'sevens (434 years),' the Anointed one (the LJC) will be cut off and will have nothing (death, resurrection, ascension and session of our LJC) (He will have NO royal family AS YET). The people of the ruler (Now the Church Age is skipped here and he’s telling Daniel about the ruler or antichrist in the Tribulation) who will come will destroy the city (Jerusalem) and the sanctuary. The end will come like a flood: war will continue until the end, and desolations (divine judgments…the Doomsday Book) have been decreed.
(27) He will confirm a covenant with many for one 'seven (7 years).' In the middle of the 'seven (after 3 and 1/2 years)' he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And on a wing [of the temple] he will set up an abomination (a statue of himself to be worshipped in the Temple!!!!) that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.’”
Let’s break it down:

A. Seventy ‘sevens’ are weeks of years, therefore, the PROPHECY foretells that a total of 490 years has been decreed for Israel, the Jewish people and the holy city of Jerusalem.

B. The prophecy relates to “your people,” the JEWS, and “your holy city,” JERUSALEM.  The object is to make an end of sin for Israel and bring in everlasting righteousness.

C. The decree of vs. 25 was made by Artaxerxes as recorded in Nehemiah chapter 2.  The first seven ‘sevens’ are true years and = 49 (7 X 7 = 49) years.  This is how long it took to accomplish the rebuilding of the city of Jerusalem after it was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar and after the 70 years of slavery the Jews suffered.
D. The sixty-two ‘sevens’ are actual years and = 434 years that follow the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the time given the Jews to live according to the Law.  At the end of the 434 years, the “Messiah, the Prince,” entered Jerusalem in the Triumphal procession on a colt (Palm Sunday) and was “cut off” in crucifixion. 

E. In 70 AD the Romans came and destroyed Jerusalem.  Israel was again dispersed and would be under “war and desolations” until the end (as taught by Jesus in the Gospels especially in Matthew).

F. They were given a total of 490 years.  It is broken down as follows: the first 7 ‘sevens’ are literal years (7 X 7 = 49 years) spoken of in the prophecy plus the 62 ‘sevens’ are literal years (7 X 62 = 434 years) (verses 25 and 26) and they all add up to 69 ‘weeks’ or ‘sevens’ or literal years (49 + 434 = 483 years).  That leaves one seven-year period that the Jews still have coming as promised by God and we know that 7 year period as the Tribulation: 490 years promised less the 483 years that elapsed after the “cut off” = 7 years remaining, which is the TRIBULATION.
Also in Daniel 12:9 we see the concept of “closed up and sealed” the prophecy of future history revealed in Daniel. “He replied, ‘Go your way, Daniel, because the words are closed up and sealed until the time of the end (the Tribulation).”  As we can see God gives much grace (a long, long, rope) to those He loves and forestalls judgment on them until all His patience has been used up and all avenues have been traveled.  The great Tribulation is the result of His patience being exhausted but don’t be fooled, the Jews are still God’s chosen people and keep in mind that God clearly and emphatically states His policy in regards to the Jews and Israel in no uncertain terms.  People are the products of their own decisions and will be held responsible in this world for going against His people.  
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Both sides of the policy are in Gen 12:1-3: “The Lord had said to Abram, ‘Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. (2) I will make you into a great nation (Israel) and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. (3) I will bless those who bless you and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you (the Jews).’ "   Anti-Semitism will NEVER be tolerated by God.  No one ever treats the Jews harshly and gets away with it.  Many of the things that happen in the Middle East, Asia, Europe and now in the United States is a direct result of anti-Semitism!  And if it continues to grow in this country, we will see more of the same thing that has been happening since 1991 with the first terrorist attack at the World Trade Center.  But we will never see the unrestrained disaster that is coming to planet earth after the Rapture of the Church.  

Now let’s look at the outline of chapter six:

A. The general trends and disasters of the Tribulation including the four horsemen, verses 1-13.  The following is a breakdown of the 7 seals of the Doomsday Book:
1. First seal is the rider of the “white horse,” which represents the dictatorship in the Tribulation.

2. Second seal is the rider of the “red horse,” which represents the great wars.
3. Third seal is the rider of the “black horse,” which represents the economic disasters.
4. Fourth seal is the rider of the “ashen horse,” which represents the shocking death toll.   
5. Fifth seal is and represents God’s avenging of the regenerate Tribulational martyrs.
6. Sixth seal is and represents the phenomenal natural disasters.

7. Seventh seal consists of trumpet and bowl (goblet) judgments and includes three woes (horrific disasters), which we will study later in Rev 8:14-15:7-18. 
B. The nuclear activity and its repercussions – verses 14-16.

C. The “Baptism of Fire” anticipated at the Second Advent of our LJC at the end of the Tribulation – verse 17.
The Lord begins His judgments – First Seal Broken
(1) And next I saw (watched) the Lamb (called Lamb here to emphasize the first Advent of the LJC…that which made Him worthy to open the seals) as He broke open the first of the seven seals (historical trends of the Tribulation period presented in the form of prophecy). Then I heard (John is learning in the school of prophecy so he can teach us in this book of Revelation) the first of the four angelic heralds (seraphs) speaking as in a voice like thunder (coming judgment), "Come (NOW IMMEDIATELY) (an extremely strong command because John must learn this and teach it in his churches)!"

Jesus Christ is about to send destruction in many forms upon Israel in judgment of their REJECTION of HIM.  This will last throughout the 7 years of the Tribulation…a very sad and horrible time as described in Scripture.  So I want you to pay close attention to all the details and learn from the message.  Rejection of the LJC is NOT TOLERATED EVER.  You will be blessed greatly as you study this book and by the time we are done with the study you will have a better understand of why this 7 year period had to happen and hopefully continue on the path of God’s personal plan for your life as long as you live.

Before we begin our study of the four horsemen I want to emphasize as stated before in our study of Revelation that all symbolism in Revelation is based on where it first appeared in other parts of Scriptures. Therefore, these horsemen should be seen in light of two things that were taught in the Old Testament.  These horsemen appeared in Old Testament first:
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A. In Zech 1:7-11 and Zech 6:1-8 we see the basis for John’s vision.  This vision is not exactly the same but the ancient vision was given new form and clarity in Revelation.  These horsemen are called four spirits that patrol the earth.  “On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, the month of Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the Word of the Lord came to the prophet Zechariah son of Berekiah, the son of Iddo. (8) During the night I had a vision…and there before me was a man riding a red horse! He was standing among the myrtle trees in a ravine. Behind him were red, brown, and white horses. (9) I asked, ‘What are these, my lord?’ The angel who was talking with me answered, ‘I will show you what they are.’ (10) Then the man standing among the myrtle trees explained, ‘They are the ones the Lord has sent to go throughout the earth.’ (11) And they reported to the angel of the Lord, who was standing among the myrtle trees, ‘We have gone throughout the earth and found the whole world at rest and in peace.’   Zech 6:1-8 “I looked up again…and there before me were four chariots coming out from between two mountains…mountains of bronze! (2) The first chariot had red horses, the second black, (3) the third white, and the fourth dappled (ashen)…all of them powerful. (4) I asked the angel who was speaking to me, ‘What are these, my lord?’ (5) The angel answered me, ‘These are the four spirits of heaven, going out from standing in the presence of the Lord of the whole world. (6) The one with the black horses is going toward the north country, the one with the white horse toward the west, and the one with the dappled horse toward the south.’ (7) When the powerful horses went out, they were straining to go throughout the earth. And he said, ‘Go throughout the earth!’ So they went throughout the earth. (8) Then he called to me, ‘Look, those going toward the North Country have given my Spirit rest in the land of the north.’   These horses constantly went throughout the earth and were ready at all times to bring destruction.  It was not time yet and they were restrained!  Time will come in the Tribulation. 
B. Next we should see that the destructive forces released in Revelation are consistent with the symbols in Jer 14:12, 24:10, and 42:17 of sword, famine, plagues and earthquake as methods of divine judgment. Jer 14:12 “Although they fast, I will not listen to their cry; though they offer burnt offerings and grain offerings (in the temple), I will not accept them. Instead, I will destroy them with the sword (red horse), famine (black horse), and plague (ashen or white horse)."  Jer 24:10 “I will send the sword, famine and plague against them until they are destroyed from the land I gave to them and their fathers."   Jer 42:17 “Indeed, all who are determined to go to Egypt to settle there will die by the sword (red horse), famine (black horse) and plague (ashen or white horse); not one of them will survive or escape the disaster I will bring on them.'  God gave them all the time they needed to get it together and obey His LDE.  They were a stubborn people…the Jews…and now God is about to send them into destruction because of their implacability.
First Horseman – White Horse - Political Power – the Dictator 

(2) Then I looked (extreme concentration here) and behold a white horse (very strong here…emphatic)…

The white color of this first horse depicts (is a picture of) victory, conquest, maximum authority, and dictatorship and it comes from Satan. 

Historically there will always be people who will succumb to a dictator as you can plainly see from modern and ancient history.  Dictators arise during periods of economic depression or no economy at all.  People are desperate and weak and weak people…people without Truth…either through rejection of Truth altogether or neglect of it succumb to a dictator who promises them whatever it is they need.  This is a trend of history in many nations throughout the Church Age and all other dispensations.  
Revelation 6:2
 (2) …and the rider (dictator of the revived Roman Empire…the antichrist!) who was mounted… 
This verse introduces the great and evil gentile dictator of the revived Roman Empire (RRE), or King of the West, who is emerging in the Tribulation.  He is extremely powerful because of Satan.
Who is this rider?  

A. The rider is identified as the greatest dictator among all dictators of the Tribulation…of the revived Roman Empire and probably in all of human history because he is possessed by Satan.  He is given five names in the Bible and all are related to eschatological passages (prophecy about the future):  

He is called the “beast” out of the sea in Rev 13:1-9. “And the dragon (Satan) stood on the shore of the sea (nations). And I saw a beast coming out of the sea (nations).  He had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a blasphemous name (dictator is the head of ecumenical or world religion). (2) The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon (Satan) gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. (3) One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was astonished and followed the beast. (4) Men worshiped the dragon (Satan) because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, ‘Who is like the beast?’ ‘Who can make war against him?’ (5) The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months (3 and 1/2 years). (6) He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander His name and His dwelling place and those who live in heaven. (7) He was given power to make war against the saints (believers of the Tribulation) and to conquer them. And he was given authority over every tribe (12 Jewish tribes), people (masses and population of the Tribulation), language (foreigners), and nation (of the Revived Roman Empire). (8) All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast…all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world. (9) He who has an ear let him hear (pay attention).” 
1. He is called the “little horn” in Dan 7. Read it again. 
2. He is called the “prince that shall come” in Dan 9:25. "And after the sixty-two weeks 434 years) Messiah shall be cut off, but not for Himself; and the people of the prince who is to come (the dictator of the revived Roman Empire…the anti-Christ) shall destroy the city (Jerusalem) and the sanctuary. The end of it shall be with a flood, and till the end of the war desolations are determined.”
3. He is called the “scarlet covered beast” in Rev 17:3. “Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a desert. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names (ecumenical religion…world religion) and had seven heads and ten horns.”
4. He is called the “evil one” in 2 Thess 2:7-10. “For the mystery of lawlessness (sin) is already at work; only He (Holy Spirit) who now restrains {will do so} until He is taken out of the way (the Rapture). (8) And then that lawless one (dictator of the RRE) will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His (Second) coming; (9) {that is,} the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, (10) and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved.” 
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B. The Tribulation will be characterized by dictators.  Dictatorship is an historical trend.  There are good and bad dictators.  This will escalate in the Church Age but be prevalent in the Tribulation and every nation in the world will probably be ruled by a dictator during that time including the U.S.A.  Civil war results usually in dictatorship.  

C. The historical trend of “many” dictators means historical trends of “many” spheres of influence.  Dictators have a hard time and usually come into power when the economy is extremely bad.  When this happens, dictators survive by declaring war on someone else (they take a chance).  Dictators must have something to occupy the minds of the people they have enslaved because they are not on a solid footing with them because the economy is so bad and the people are desperate and waiting for him to deliver his promises!  No dictator has ever come into power with a good economy.  In prosperity, dictators cannot succeed. 

D. The decline of society throughout the world is the result of the decline of the pivot of mature believers.  However, after the Rapture of the Church and with the removal of all believers and the Holy Spirit with them as the restrainer of evil throughout the world, the result will probably be military disaster thus causing the rise of dictators everywhere including the U.S.A.  
Four great spheres of power exist during the Tribulation and all are led by dictators:

1. The King of the North (comparable to Russia today).

2. The King of the West (the 10 nation revived Roman Empire (RRE) of the Tribulation).

3. The King of the East (Asiatic power block comparable to China & Japan today).

4. The King of the South (Pan Arabic block of the Middle East countries today).

These are the four great spheres of influence and power during that time and because of the absence of believers and most importantly, the Holy Spirit, warfare, violence, and social degeneration are all part of the way it will be in the Tribulation.  There will be an increase of economic disaster, worldwide depression, and social degeneration like many of the African nations, South American nations, Communist countries, and third world nations in Asia today in the Church Age BUT in the Tribulation it will be far worse!  The Anglo-Saxon culture, which is our culture and most of Europe’s, is the only culture today that is not involved in dictatorship, which destroys human freedom.  

E. All power spheres of the Tribulation will be under some form of dictatorship that will destroy human freedom.  
F. These dictatorships of the Tribulation are the direct result of many evil decisions on the part of many evil people who live in the cosmic system of Satan…not in the POG.  The evil factor today is up and the U.S.A. has failed to fulfill its function as designed by God as the client/nation.  There is a lack of evangelism at home and lack of missionary activity away from home.  There is a failure of believers to keep the pivot large enough (mature believers) to reserve the U.S.A. as client/nation.  We must pray that more and more believers will desire to enter the POG and stay there until they reach spiritual maturity...that’s you and me. 
What the Rider had with him
(2) …and he had a bow…

The rider (dictator) had a bow.  Note that it wasn’t a spear or a sword, which represent conventional or formal warfare…the kind of wars that have rules (the Geneva Convention made the rules and laid them out for all nations to follow).  Our dictator was a battle bow and that is significant because here it represents unconventional or guerrilla warfare or terrorism that will come from the dictator in the Tribulation.  However, he has no arrows with his bow and this indicates a short time of peace (3 and 1/2 years) before the unconventional horrible unrestrained warfare begins.  
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Unconventional warfare throws the rulebook out the window and ignores it completely.  These are rebels!  They follow no rules…like Islam!  These types live off the land without supply lines.  They shoot fellow soldiers who are out of line with no trial.   Get the picture?  This dictator’s battle bow is active warfare with weapons of terrorism…in a degenerative society.
Summary: now there will be a ten nation confederacy in the RRE of the Tribulation.  There will be jockeying for power during the peaceful first 3 and 1/2 years of this ten nation confederacy. The dictator of one of these ten nations will make war and fiercely conquer three of the nations in the middle of the Tribulation.  After he conquers the three nations, he will become known as the “little horn” of Daniel chapter 7 and Revelation 13:1-10 (which we will study in detail when we get to chapter 13) and all the other seven nations will fall right into line because of his ferocity and has mercilessness…his violence just like his mentor, Satan, the one who empowers him.  So the means by which he conquers those three nations and brings the other seven into line is the battle bow!
(2) …and also a crown was given to him…

He rides to power on an historical trend of prophecy.  This crown he will be given represents his success in warfare (defeating the three nations) and they crown him their dictator of the RRE because of this victory (a viscous one!) He wears this crown for the 3 and 1/2 years of the Tribulation.  He is the dictator of a massive beaurocracy in Western Europe.   There will always be weak societies that create dictators like: Hitler who came into power in Germany through a weak economy with desperate people; and Stalin who came into power in Russia and took over a degenerate society who destroyed their own economy).
(2) …in fact he appeared as a conqueror in order that he might conquer.

To conquer is the purpose of Satan who empowers this dictator!  Remember Satan wants all the credit and he’ll get it from this evil dictator who accepts all of Satan’s power and authority and seems to deliver for him.  The dictator takes on the personality of Satan and relinquishes all of his own character!
Summary of verse 2

A. While the rider of the white horse specifically represents the dictator of the RRE of the Tribulation, he also personifies all dictators of the Tribulation by application to all dictators of history.
B. One of the trends of the Tribulation is universal loss of freedom through dictatorship…the North, South, East and West kings (all dictators).
C. In this verse we are looking at dictators in general.  Even though we know the rider of the white horse represents what the anti-Christ will be, this is teaching us about all dictators and what they represent, which is that they are inspired by Satan, and influenced by his cosmic system.  And the people they oppress are only oppressed because they entered into a vacuum in the cosmic system created by their social degeneracy and rejection of Truth as the root cause.  The removal of the Holy Spirit from earth after the Rapture created this giant vacuum of intensified evil…the cosmic system.  It was powerful enough in the Church Age while the H. S. was present in believers but in the Tribulation it is a total escalation on a scale hard to describe!  
D. This means the Tribulation personifies arrogant dictatorships unlike the dictatorship of Julius Caesar in Rome who was a “good” dictator and a genius unlike most dictators who are pretty stupid.  Arrogance seeks to dominate its environment whether in a church or a country!

E. Being frustrated in its domination the arrogant dictator becomes violent for that environment.  Motivating evil from the cosmic system resulting in functional evils.  

Revelation 6:2-4
F. Arrogance motivates the function of self-righteousness in the person so he intrudes on the people’s privacy and tries to take away their freedom through his dictatorship.
G. The arrogant dictator in the Tribulation and in general assumes he knows what is best for everyone!  This justifies his use of violence, which creates evil.  He destroys their freedom and substitutes his volition for everyone.  He is super self-righteous and a megalomaniac and wants everyone under his power because he thinks he knows best! 

H. In the trends of the Tribulation the white horse represents political dictatorship but in every era of history there are arrogant people who seek dictatorship in other areas: social life, business, professional life, spiritual life, and political life where dictators flourish!   

The Second Seal/Warfare – Red Horse verses 3-4
(3) And when He (the LJC) broke open the second seal (it is His right and He controls history), I heard the second angelic herald (seraph) say, "Come (a command of authority from God to the angel to listen and watch)!"

(4) Then another, a fiery red horse, appeared (on the scene of the Tribulation). And to the rider (same rider/dictator but with a different horse) was given power (authority) to take peace (unrestrained warfare of all kinds…remember he carries a bow) from the earth so that they might slaughter each other (remember there is no ministry of God the Holy Spirit present on earth to restrain such things from happening on a gigantic scale)… 
This statement “he was given power to take peace from the earth” also implies that there WAS peace after the Rapture and before the warfare began.  We know this because there were NO arrows with his bow as indicated in the explanation above inverse 2!   Not yet anyway!  This means the dictator brought a short period of peace (3 & 1/2 yrs.), a pseudo-millennium, on earth before war began.  The ten nations were probably terrified by his violent overtaking of the three other nations in the middle of the Tribulation so they submitted to him in fear  This warfare will be Satan inspired and tremendous warfare it will be.  
Look at what Jesus told the Jews about this very thing (unrestrained unconventional warfare with huge casualties) in our verse in Revelation to watch out for in the future Tribulation in Matt 24:4-13.  “Jesus answered: “Watch out that no one deceives you (these are Jewish believers). (5) For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Christ,' and will deceive many (believers). (6) You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come. (7) Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom (unrestrained unconventional warfare with huge casualties). There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. (8) All these are the beginning of birth pains. (9) Then you (believers…Jews & Gentiles) will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated by all nations because of me. (10) At that time many will turn away from the faith (Bible doctrine and the POG) and will betray and hate each other, (11) and many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. (12) Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, (13) but he who stands firm to the end will be delivered.”  And again He warned in Matt 24:21-22 “For then there will be great distress, unequaled from the beginning of the world until now (the Tribulation)…and never to be equaled again. (22) If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened (by the SECOND ADVENT of the LJC!!!).”
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(4) …In fact, a great sword was given to him.  
The Greek word for sword in this verse is makira and represents conventional warfare to show the great slaughter which will take place in the Tribulation!  
The following passages of Scripture in the Old Testament and New Testament reflect unrestrained warfare and slaughter ordered by God…a common theme in the Bible:  
Isa 63:1-6 “Who is this coming from Edom, from Bozrah, with His garments stained crimson? Who is this, robed in splendor, striding forward in the greatness of His strength? ‘It is I, speaking in righteousness, mighty to save.’ (2) Why is your garments red, like those of one treading the winepress? (3) I have trodden the winepress alone; from the nations no one was with me. I trampled them in my anger and trod them down in my wrath; their blood spattered my garments, and I stained all my clothing. (4) For the day of vengeance was in my heart, and the year of my redemption has come. (5) I looked, but there was no one to help, I was appalled that no one gave support; so my own arm worked deliverance for me, and my own wrath sustained me. (6) I trampled the nations in my anger; in my wrath I made them drunk and poured their blood on the ground."   Isa 34:5-6 “My sword has drunk its fill in the heavens; see, it descends in judgment on Edom, the people I have totally destroyed. (6) The sword of the Lord is bathed in blood; it is covered with fat…the blood of lambs and goats, fat from the kidneys of rams. For the Lord has a sacrifice in Bozrah and (He has) a great slaughter in Edom.”   
Joel 2:20 “I will drive the northern army far from you, pushing it into a parched and barren land, with its front columns going into the eastern sea and those in the rear into the western sea. And its stench will go up; its smell will rise.' Surely he has done great things.”  
Ezek 39:2-5 “I will turn you around and drag you along. I will bring you from the far north and send you against the mountains of Israel. (3) Then I will strike your bow from your left hand and make your arrows drop from your right hand. (4) On the mountains of Israel you will fall, you and all your troops and the nations with you. I will give you as food to all kinds of carrion birds and to the wild animals. (5) You will fall in the open field, for I have spoken, declares the Sovereign Lord.”  
Ezek 39:11-12 “On that day I will give Gog a burial place in Israel, in the valley of those who travel east toward the Sea. It will block the way of travelers, because Gog and all his hordes will be buried there. So it will be called the Valley of Hamon Gog. (12) For seven months the house of Israel will be burying them in order to cleanse the land.”  Gog will be taught at a later time in the study of Revelation and is only used as an example of war in this lesson.  The New Testament verses are: Rev 14:20 “They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses' bridles for a distance of 200 miles.”   Rev 19:15 “Out of His mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations.  "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.” This is all about the Tribulational warfare and the LJC’s millennial reign!! 
The Bible as you can see by just these few passages of Scripture is filled with war and the Tribulation has the most unrestrained warfare and slaughter in all of human history.  The client/nation demands a strong military to protect the client/nation.  Rome for example had 100 years of peace because of their military strength.  The U.S.A. also has seen peace in our land up until 2001 when the wall was penetrated by terrorism and God allowed it just as He allowed all warfare throughout His dispensations.  We shouldn’t be surprised if we are attacked militarily.
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The Third Horse (Black Horse) – Economic Depression   
(5) When He had broken the third seal, I heard the third angelic herald say, ‘Come!’ Behold (a command to look at what he is showing him) a black horse...!

The black horse represents economic depression, which is famine.  Economic depression is always called famine in the Bible because all nations were agricultural NOT industrial like the present age.  Jer 4:26-28 “I looked, and the fruitful land was a desert; all its towns lay in ruins before the Lord, before his fierce anger. (27) This is what the Lord says: ‘The whole land will be ruined, though I will not destroy it completely. (28) Therefore the earth will mourn and the heavens above grow dark, because I have spoken and will not relent, I have decided and will not turn back.’"  Lam 4:6-10 “The punishment of my people is greater than that of Sodom, which was overthrown in a moment without a hand turned to help her. (7) Their princes were brighter than snow and whiter than milk, their bodies more ruddy than rubies, their appearance like sapphires. (8) But now they are blacker than soot; they are not recognized in the streets. Their skin has shriveled on their bones (from hunger): it has become as dry as a stick. (9) Those killed by the sword are better off than those who die of famine; racked with hunger, they waste away for lack of food from the field. (10) With their own hands compassionate women have cooked their own children, who became their food when my people were destroyed.”  This is a shocking reality but it is the Word of God and must be understood.  Other passages that explain or depict (show) economic depression are: Mark 13, Luke 21:11 “There will be great earthquakes, famines and plagues in various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven.”  
Mature believers are usually delivered from economic depression: Job 5:20 “In famine He will ransom you from death, and in battle from the stroke of the sword.”  Psalm 33:18-19 “But the eyes of the Lord are on those who fear Him, on those whose hope is in His unfailing love, (19) to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine.”

Economic depression is used also to test growing believers: Gen 12:10 “Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine was severe.”  Gen 26:1 “Now there was a famine in the land…besides the earlier famine of Abraham's time…and Isaac went to Abimelech king of the Philistines in Gerar.”
(5)…Its rider (on the black horse) was holding a pair of scales in his hand.
The pair of scales in hand indicates the scarcity of food in economic disaster.  This now anticipates the next verse, 6, which means inflation…these two always go together hand in hand…famine and inflation!  Inflation means: high taxes; false profits; it is a dream not a reality; it is not on the basis of the true economic standards and norms of capitalism and free enterprise; and it is not backed by the gold standard, property, the gross national profit (GNP), or anything of intrinsic value. 

Here’s a little economic lesson for you on inflation: when credit is based on a standard minus intrinsic value (intrinsic value = inherent worth, value which exists naturally) and the market place is saturated destroying supply and demand, then paper currency or money is no longer a promise of a prosperous GNP (gross national product).  It no longer reflects a gold standard or similar intrinsic standard…it is simply “hope” as a medium of exchange and when people of a nation reject that hope, economic disaster is a sure thing.  It is inevitable, like Mexico, Argentina, and Peru in the 80s.

Revelation 6:6-7
(6) Then I heard what sounded like a voice (the LJC) in the center of the four angelic heralds (seraphs), saying (the LJC will now describe inflation in the times in which this was written), ‘A quart of wheat for a day's wages (a day’s wage was a Roman silver coin called the denarius)…

This part of verse 6 refers to what they could buy with their meager earnings.  All they could get for a day’s wage was only a quart of wheat!  It was just enough food to say alive for one day for one person!  We are looking at famine prices because of inflation.  
(6) …and three quarts of barley for a day's wages…

Three quarts of barley is the equivalent of one quart of wheat.  Barley represents starvation wages.  Barley was the poor man’s food causing malnutrition because it had hardly any nutrient value.  This is disastrous inflation…about 200%!!!
(6) …and furthermore do not damage the olive oil and the wine!’
Now the olive oil is energy fuel and luxury food, while the wine is luxury beverage!  In time of economic depression or disaster in the Tribulation, those who have capital get more capital just like today.  In other words the rich get richer and the poor get poorer in time of economic trouble.  They have means to buy at inflated prices those things that increase their wealth.  There are always those who survive economic depression or disaster because they utilize the principles from the LDE.  They acquire capital and have liquidity (cash) and they are prepared for a time of economic depression.  In all of the economic disasters there are survivors but they are few.  
The Death Horse of verse 7

(7) And when He (the LJC) broke open the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth angelic (seraph) herald say, "Come!"

This next horse represents death.  The LJC is going to bring violent death on the unbelievers of the Tribulation!  Jer 9:23-25 “This is what the Lord says: ‘Let not the wise man boast of his wisdom or the strong man boast of his strength or the rich man boast of his riches, (24) but let him who boasts boast about this: that he understands and knows me, that I am the Lord, who exercises kindness, justice and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,’ declares the Lord. (25) ‘The days are coming,’ declares the Lord, ‘when I will punish all who are circumcised only in the flesh (unbelievers)…”   Before we proceed with the verse, let’s look at the Scriptures that describe different deaths.  The following are some of the scriptures that describe death and what goes along with it: God promotes the mature believer in death.  Paul says in Philip 1:20-23. “I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death. (21) For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. (22) If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! (23) I am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with Christ, which is better by far…”   Women have a more difficult time facing the death of loved ones because women are responders.  Jer 9:20-22 “Now, O women, hear the word of the Lord; open your ears to the words of His mouth. Teach your daughters how to wail; teach one another a lament. (21) Death has climbed in through our windows and has entered our fortresses; it has cut off the children from the streets and the young men from the public squares. (22) Say, ‘This is what the Lord declares: ‘The dead bodies of men will lie like refuse on the open field, like cut grain behind the reaper, with no one to gather them.’  When a loser believer dies the sin unto death, it does not bring glory to God.  
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Isa 38:17-18 “Surely it was for my benefit that I suffered such anguish. In your love you kept me from the pit of destruction; you have put all my sins behind your back. (18) For the grave cannot praise you, death cannot sing your praise; those who go down to the pit (unbelievers) cannot hope for your faithfulness.” Death is always a matter of the sovereignty of God for each of us…the perfect time…God’s decision is based on prior knowledge of all the facts.   Psalm 68:19-20 “Praise be to the Lord, to God our Savior, who daily bears our burdens. Selah. (20) Our God is a God who delivers; from the Sovereign Lord comes escape from death.”   Job 5:26 “You will come to the grave in full vigor, like sheaves gathered in season.”   Eccl 3:2 “…a time to be born and a time to die…” God delivers us from death at times.  Job 5:20 “In famine He will ransom you from death, and in battle from the stroke of the sword.”   Psalm 33:19 “…to deliver them from death and keep them alive in famine.”   Psalm 56:13 “For you have delivered me from death and my feet from stumbling, that I may walk before God in the light of life.”  Psalm 116:8 “For you, O Lord, have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling…” There are things that are stronger than death like love.  Song 8:6 “Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as strong as death, its jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame.”   God prolongs life.  Psalm 102:19-20 “The Lord looked down from His sanctuary on high, from heaven He viewed the earth, (20) to hear the groans of the prisoners and release those condemned to death."  Psalm 102:23-24 “In the course of my life He broke my strength; He cut short my days.   (24) So I said: ‘Do not take me away, O my God, in the midst of my days; your years go on through all generations.’”    Psalm 118:18 “The Lord has chastened me severely, but He has not given me over to death.”    Prov 14:27 “The fear (respect) of the Lord is a fountain of life, turning a man from the snares of death.”
(8) And I looked, and behold (there before me was) an ashen horse (the personification of death in the Tribulation)! And the rider, his name was Death (there is a special trend of death in the Tribulation.  It is a horrible death and very intensified, violent) in fact, Hades (death) was keeping in step marching along with him (military style)...“Death and Hades” in this verse means that demons from the Abyss will deliver death to unbelievers only and it will be horrible. In the Tribulation society will be degenerate…products of their own decisions.  They chose their own end, no one did it to them.  Demon possession will be at an all time high!

Review of the Compartments of Hades

Let’s note a review on the compartments of Hades (or Sheol as it is also known).  The definition of Hades is that it is a vast subterranean area of the departed dead of the human race and certain categories of angelic creation.  It is estimated to be in the heart or center of the earth but not necessarily so.  Some passages of Scripture imply this: Num 16:30 “But if the Lord brings about something totally new, and the earth opens its mouth and swallows them, with everything that belongs to them, and they go down alive into the pit, then you will know that these men have treated the Lord with contempt."   Ezek 31:15 “This is what the Sovereign Lord says: ‘On the day it was brought down to the pit I covered the deep springs with mourning for it; I held back its streams, and its abundant waters were restrained. Because of it I clothed Lebanon with gloom, and all the trees of the field withered away.”    Ezek 31:17 “Those who lived in its shade, its allies among the nations, had also gone down to the pit with it, joining those killed by the sword.”  Psalm 49:15-17 “But God will redeem my life from the pit; He will surely take me to Himself. Selah. (16) Do not be overawed when a man grows rich, when the splendor of his house increases; (17) for he will take nothing with him when he dies, his splendor will not descend with him."
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These compartments are possibly one on top of the other as they descend into the core of the earth:

A. The first or upper compartment of Hades is called Paradise or Abraham’s Bosom as it is sometimes called.  It, of course, is empty now since the LJC went down there to personally escort all the Old Testament saints into heaven after His physical death on the cross and when His body was in the grave for three days.  During those three days He was taking them into heaven. 
Luke 23:39-43 “One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at Him: ‘Aren't you the Christ? Save yourself and us!’" (40) But the other criminal rebuked him. ‘Don't you fear God,’ he said, ‘since you are under the same sentence? (41) We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.’ (42) Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’ (43) Jesus answered him, ‘I tell you the truth, today you will be with me in Paradise.’"    Eph 4:8-10 “This is why it says: When He ascended on high, He led captives (the Old Testament believers or saints) in His train (train to heaven from Paradise) and gave gifts to men.  (9) [What does “He ascended" mean except that He also descended to the lower, earthly regions (Hades)? (10) He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.]”  This passage in Ephesians was quoted from Psalm 68:18.
B. The second or next compartment is called Torments or “fire” where all unbelieving humans go after they die physically.  Jesus tells this story in Luke 16:19-31. “There was a rich man (an unbeliever) who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. (20) At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus (a believer), covered with sores (21) and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. (22) The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. (23) In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. (24) So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' (25) But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. (26) And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm (a gulf or some kind of impassable space between the two places) has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' (27) He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, (28) for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' (29) Abraham replied, ‘they have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' (30) ‘No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent (change their mind about the Messiah).' (31) "He said to him, ‘if they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead (because they are negative).”    The next passage describes how God brings out those who will be judged in the Great White Throne Judgment at the end of human history for all unbelievers.  Rev 20:13 “The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done (the good works or human good they tried to use to get into heaven instead of the work of the LJC on the cross).”
C. The third compartment is called Tartarus where the imprisoned fallen angels of Genesis chapter 6 and their offspring reside.  They are also called Nephilim in the Bible.  Gen 6:1-13 “When men began to increase in number on the earth and daughters were born to them, (2) the sons of God (the fallen angels) saw that the daughters of men were beautiful, and married (means they had sex with them either by consent or by raping the women...total evil instigated by Satan)  (A satanic plot to destroy pure humanity so Christ the Messiah could not come as a man and save mankind) (Christ had to be a man, not half man, half angel!) any of them they chose. (3) Then the Lord said, ‘My Spirit will not contend with man forever, for he is mortal; his days will be a hundred and twenty years (that is how long he gave mankind to stop having sex with the angels and to turn back to God). (4) The Nephilim (half man, half angelic super creatures or offspring of angels and women) were on the earth in those days…and also afterward…when the sons of God went (had sex with them) to the daughters of men and had children by them. They were the heroes of old, men of renown (the men and women of mythology!). (5) The Lord saw how great man's wickedness on the earth had become, and that every inclination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil all the time (the cosmic systems of Satan). (6) The Lord was grieved that He had made man on the earth, and His heart was filled with pain. (7) So the Lord said, ‘I will wipe mankind, whom I have created, from the face of the earth…men and animals, and creatures that move along the ground, and birds of the air…for I am grieved that I have made them.’ (8) But Noah found favor in the eyes of the Lord. (9) This is the account of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he walked with God. (10) Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. (11) Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight and was full of violence. (12) God saw how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their ways (half man/half angel). (13) So God said to Noah, ‘I am going to put an end to all people, for the earth is filled with evil because of them. I am surely going to destroy both them and the earth.’”  These Nephilim populated and traveled great areas of the earth and possibly the U.S.A.  They excelled in music, poetry, sculpture, art, and EVIL!

I will attempt to give you some examples of Mythology and the super creatures that were born to angels and women when they married and/or sex and had offspring.  These demons examined and selected these beautiful women of humanity and either married them as it says in the Scripture or raped them when they resisted.  We know this because in the Hebrew the verb means “to take by force!”  The translators used what we call a euphemism because they were probably shocked at what they were translating.  Here is a partial list of some of these super-creatures and their children all born of the union of angels and women…the Nephilim.  Many had multiple partners.  Doesn’t that sound familiar…just like today in the human race! 
Remember this was Satan’s master plan in Genesis to wipe out the purity of the human race.  It looks like these gods had lots of fun and did lots of evil in their days on earth.  It's no wonder why God sent the flood!
Look at some of the gods and their dwelling places:
1. Zeus (a demon) and Europa (a woman) had Minos I (half demon/half human).

2. Zeus and Leda (a woman) had twins, Castor and Pollex (a constellation was named after them).

3. Zeus and Danae (a woman) had Perseus (conqueror of Medusa).
4. Zeus and Alcmene (a woman) had Hercules (the strongest of the gods)***
5. Zeus and Leto had twins, Apollo and Artemis (a girl).
6. Zeus and Hera had Ares (god of war).
7. Zeus and Demeter had Persephone.  After her abduction by Hades (Zeus’ brother) she became his wife and Queen of the underworld.
8. Apollo and Calliope had Orpheus.
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9. Family Tree - including the above and more of the same:       
(Heaven) Uranus = Gaea (Earth)

                            |

           ---------------------------------------

           |       |           |       |         |

        Cronus = Rhea       Coeus = Phoebe   Oceanus = Tethys

               |                   |                  |

  ----------------------         Leto = Zeus       Iapetus
  |    |    |     |    |              |               |

Hestia | Poseidon | Demeter=Zeus      |         ----------------

     Hades   Zeus = Hera   |          |         |      |       |

              |   |    Persephone     |         |  Prometheus  |

           Athena |               ---------     |              |

                  |               |       |    Atlas   Epimetheus
          ---------------       Apollo  Artemis |          |

          |     |       |                       |          |

        Ares  Hebe  Hephaestus           Zeus=Maia  Zeus=Dione

                                                |          |

                                              Hermes    Aphrodite
10. Mount Olympus -Mount Olympus towers up from the center of the earth. Here the major gods live and hold court. The myths are somewhat vague on whether it is an actual mountain or a region of the heavens. 
11. The Underworld - The underworld is hidden in the earth. It is the kingdom of the dead and ruled over by Hades. Hades is a greedy god who is greatly concerned with increasing his subjects. Those whose calling increase the number of dead are seen favorably. He is exceedingly disinclined to allow any of his subjects leave.  For most, life in the underworld is not particularly pleasant. It is rather like a miserable dream, full of shadows, without sunlight or hope. A joyless place where the dead slowly fade into nothingness. 


Geographically, the underworld is surrounded by a series of rivers: The Acheron (river of woe), The Cocytus (river of lamentation), The Phlegethon (river of fire), The Styx (river of unbreakable oath by which the gods swear), and The Lethe (river of forgetfulness). Once across the rivers an adamantine gate, guarded by Cerberus, forms the entrance to the kingdom. Deep within the kingdom is Hades vast palace, complete with many guests. 

Upon death a soul is lead by Hermes to the entrance of the underworld and the ferry across the Acheron. There is a single ferry run by Rhadamanthus, Minos I, and Aeacus, who pass sentence. The very good go to the Elysian Fields. Others are singled out for special treatment. Sisyphus and Tantalus are prime examples of the later. 
12. Tartarus - Tartarus lies far beneath the disk of the world and is deeper then Hades’ kingdom of the underworld. It is used as the ultimate of prisons, unpleasant and inaccessible.
These super heroes, Nephilim all, are fallen ones.  

***Here’s a brief summary of one of the most famous Greek gods – HERCULES: Hercules was the only hero to become a full-fledged god upon his demise, but even in his case there was his mortal aspect to be dealt with.  By virtue of his spectacular achievements, even by heroic standards, he was given a home on Mount Olympus and a goddess for a wife. But part of him had come not from his father Zeus but from his mortal mother Alcmene, and that part was sent to the Underworld. As a phantasm it eternally roams the Elysian Fields in the company of other heroes.
Revelation 6:8

Now to really jolt you back to reality, the LJC made a visit to Tartarus after His physical death on the cross.  He went down to Hades for three days to personally escort the Old Testament believers out of Paradise into heaven but before He did that He made and announcement in Tartarus!  He made a victorious proclamation about HIS victory on the cross and HIS DEFEAT of SATAN and HIS DEFEAT of DEATH and all of them, the fallen angels to whom He made the announcement that day.  Since that victorious day HE has had complete authority over them.  Satan’s plan was frustrated and the power of death taken from him. 

Here are some of the passages explaining this trip to Paradise and the announcement in Tartarus by the LJC:   2 Pet 2:4-5 “For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but sent them to Hades, putting them into gloomy dungeons (Tartarus) to be held for judgment; (5) if He did not spare the ancient world (the Nephilim or super creatures of mythology that were born of demons and women of humanity) when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, a preacher of righteousness, and seven others (the only pure members of the human race left on earth!!!)…” 1 Pet 3:18-22 “For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit (Resurrection), (19) through whom also He went and preached to the spirits (demons) in prison (Tartarus) (20) who disobeyed long ago (Genesis chapter 6) when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water, (21) and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also…not the removal of dirt from the body (not water baptism but here God is talking about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit who puts all believers in union with Christ the moment we believe) but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, (22) who has gone into heaven and is at God's right hand…with angels (elect and fallen rank and file angels), authorities (high ranking elect and fallen angels), and powers (the highest ranking angels in heaven) in submission to Him.”   Jude 1:6 “And the angels who did not keep their positions of authority (fallen angels, demons who had sex with women in Genesis chapter 6) but abandoned their own home…these he has kept in darkness (Tartarus), bound with everlasting chains for judgment on the great Day.”  Heb 2:13-16 “And again, "I will put my trust in Him." And again He says, ‘Here am I, and the children God has given me.’ (14) Since the children have flesh and blood, He too shared in their humanity so that by His death He might destroy him (Satan) who holds the power of death…that is, the devil (15) and free those who all their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death. (16) For surely it is not angels He helps, but Abraham's descendants.”  The LJC imprisoned all the fallen angels who had sex with the women of earth because angels were never supposed to have sex.  Matt 22:30 “At the resurrection people will neither marry nor be given in marriage; they will be like the angels in heaven.”
D. The last compartment, the deepest in the line is called the Abyss where other demons or fallen angels are imprisoned.  These demons are extreme criminals and caused certain chaos prior to their imprisonment like this example in Luke 8:27-31. “When Jesus stepped ashore, He was met by a demon-possessed man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn clothes or lived in a house, but had lived in the tombs. (28) When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell at His feet, shouting at the top of his voice, ‘What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don't torture me!’ (29) For Jesus had commanded the evil spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had seized him, and though he was chained hand and foot and kept under guard, he had broken his chains and had been driven by the demon into solitary places. (30) Jesus asked him, ‘What is your name?’ ‘Legion,’ he replied, because many demons had gone into him. (31) And they begged Him repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss.”  
Revelation 6:8

These are the hard core incorrigible ones.  They broke the law of possession and many other laws to have been imprisoned in the Abyss.  The Abyss is also called the “deep” in Rom 10:7. “Who will descend into the deep (Abyss)?’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).”  
These demons will emerge from the Abyss during the Tribulation and inflict horrible pain on the inhabitants of the earth.  The king/leader of this group is called Abaddon (in the Greek) or Apollyon (in the Latin).  Next to Satan he is the most vicious of all his generals.  Rev 9:11 “They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in Greek, Apollyon.” Moses and Elijah will be killed by this demon general, Abaddon, in the Tribulation.  Rev 11:7-8 “Now when they have finished their testimony (Moses and Elijah), the beast (Abaddon) that comes up from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower, and kill them. (8) Their bodies will lie in the street of the great city (Jerusalem), which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified.”  Restraint of these demons is necessary to preserve the human race!
I hope this helps you understand a lot more of the depth of the angelic/conflict and how central to the lives of all humanity it is.  If it weren’t for the ministries of God the Holy Spirit, our world would be chaos but thanks to God, who has restrained the evil through the Holy Spirit, we can only imagine the horror of the Tribulation.  This horror is emphasized greatly in the Tribulation because of the angelic/conflict and Satan’s banishment from heaven will make it most vicious and violent beyond our imaginations.  Just thank God you will not be present in those days.  1Thes 1:10 “…and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead…Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath (the Tribulation).”
(8) …And authority was given to them (demons, death and Hades) to kill over a fourth of the earth (the earth’s population…socially degenerate unbelievers only here) with the sword (through crime, warfare, and nuclear violence), and with famine (hunger, economic depression caused by widespread warfare and demon possessed human beings during the Tribulation) and with disease (germs and contagious diseases especially plagues will destroy millions), and by the wild beasts of the earth (beasts have a too meanings here: germs inside the human body and wild animals attacking the body outwardly).

Principles:

A. The retraction of civilization (that is the withdrawal of it through death) results in an increase of wild animal life that will prey on human beings.

B. The Tribulation will be a time of man eaters in the animal kingdom.  Recession of the human population will bring about an increase of animal life.

C. In the Tribulation there will be a sudden increase in death by wild animals in all categories including fleas, snakes, insects, four-legged animals etc.
D. Add to this the fact of demon possessed animals!  Shy behavior of animals will be changed to aggressive behavior to kill because of all the turmoil and horror of the Tribulation.  There will be tremendous loss of life.

E. Demon possession of man and animals is a fact of the phenomenon. 

(9) And when He (the LJC) had broken open the fifth seal (of the Doomsday Book), I saw (John saw) under the altar of burnt offerings (in heaven) the souls of those who had been murdered (the word in Greek means butchered!) John could see these martyrs because they were in there interim bodies in heaven.  Many of these martyrs reached spiritual maturity very quickly and some were believers for only a short time.  
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God knows if they would have been mature believers in their lifetime.  The longest anyone could be a believer in the Tribulation is seven years!  Matt 16:24-25 “Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. (25) For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.’”   Perception (studying the Word) of Bible doctrine will be very intense and concentrated in the Tribulation.  

Two Reasons for Martyrdom in the Tribulation

(9) …because of the word of God and the testimony which they had maintained (these believers are martyred because of their faith)… 

.

The first reason for martyrdom is Bible doctrine, their faith.  It challenges Satan and his cosmic system, operating without restraint in the world during the Tribulation, so he attacks believers with the Word of God resident in their souls.  They are a huge threat to him.  Bible doctrine is more powerful than Satan’s cosmic system or any system for that matter.  
The second reason for martyrdom in the Tribulation is their testimony which they maintained throughout the Tribulation.  These positive believers are not only consistent in the perception of the Word but are also consistent in the production of virtue/integrity as well.  This is their testimony or deposition.  The result of this is the function of true evangelism.  Life wasn’t so great in the Tribulation for them to renounce the LJC or Bible doctrine.  Integrity was more important to them than happiness in the world during the Tribulation!

Imprecatory Prayers of the Tribulational Saints
(10) Furthermore, they (the martyrs) shouted (in a very loud voice) and said, ‘How long, oh Sovereign Lord, holy and true, would it be before you judge the population of the earth and avenge our blood?’

First of all in this verse the martyrs are praying this prayer to the LJC in His hypostatic union because it is a double appeal to Him as eternal God and as the God/Man.  This emphasizes His hypostatic union in that HE CAN empathize with our infirmities because He is a man also.  Heb 4:15 “For we do not have a High Priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are…yet was without sin.”  It is also an appeal to the justice of God and is compatible with emphasis on the justice of our LJC to judge rightly.  John 5:22 “Moreover, the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son…”  They are asking the righteous LJC to avenge their murders.

Imprecatory prayers by definition are prayers for evil or misfortune toward another who caused their harm to someone.  In this case for death of believers in the Tribulation. The imprecatory prayers of these martyrs for revenge are for the Age of Israel and the Tribulation dispensations ONLY.  These prayers must be objective…that is they are seeking the will of God to do vengeance.  Do we have a right to go to God in prayer to ask for the ruin of someone?  Look at two examples of prayer in the Old Testament: Psalm 13:1-6.  “How long, O Lord, will you forget me…forever? How long will you hide your face from me? (2) How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and everyday have sorrow in my heart? How long will my enemy triumph over me? (3) Look on me and answer, O Lord my God.  Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death; (4) my enemy will say, ‘I have overcome him,’ and my foes will rejoice when I fall.  (5) But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation. 
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(6) I will sing to the Lord, for He has been good to me.”  This is NOT a legitimate imprecatory prayer because of David’s arrogance and impatience with God!   Look at a legitimate imprecatory prayer of David in the Age of Israel in Psalm 54:1-7.  “Save me, O God, by your name; vindicate me by your might. (2) Hear my prayer, O God; listen to the words of my mouth. (3) Strangers are attacking me; ruthless men seek my life…men without regard for God. Selah. (4) Surely God is my help; the Lord is the one who sustains me. (5) Let evil recoil on those who slander me; in your faithfulness destroy them. (6) I will sacrifice a freewill offering to you; I will praise your name, O Lord, for it is good. (7) For He has delivered me from all my troubles, and my eyes have looked in triumph on my foes.”   You can see the difference in the attitude of David in this Psalm.  He is humble.
In any case of slander or persecution of a believer in the Church Age, the believer MUST let God avenge…NEVER the believer!  We are commanded to love our enemies.  Not so in other dispensations as you will see in the next verse.
The Interim State of These Martyrs
(11) Also a white robe was given to each one of them (to the Tribulational martyrs for maximum blessing in their interim bodies…winners and losers alike have happiness in heaven…they are NOT miserable. They are praying this legitimate imprecatory prayer objectively for justice from God), and they were told that they should refresh themselves (refreshment comes from Bible doctrine in their souls…they are reflecting on the mercy and justice of God) for a little while longer (until the end of the Tribulation), until their fellow servants (Tribulational martyrs) even their brethren, those who are destined to be killed even as they have been should be completed (until the death of all the Tribulational martyrs has been completed by the evil plans of Satan).

Judgment Comes in the Form of Natural Disasters
(12) Then I looked when He (the LJC) opened the sixth seal and a tremendous earthquake occurred (volcanoes usually accompany earthquakes which probably caused the volcanoes in the first place by moving rock and allowing molten lava to escape) with the result that the sun became black like sackcloth made of goat hair (the result of volcanic ash spewed out from the volcano and darkening the sky) and the entire moon became like blood (also caused by volcanic ash),

(13) …and meteors from the sky fell to earth, like a fig tree drops its unripe figs when being shaken by a great wind (a huge natural disaster…meteors and wind…administered to the earth).  
Bad decisions destroy the opportunity for mankind to live a full life like the figs that never ripened because of the great wind in this Tribulational disaster.  The power system of the Holy Spirit has only been operational since the Church Age began whereby; in contrast, Satan’s power system…the cosmic system…has been going since the fall of mankind in the Garden.  Therefore, all bad decisions in all dispensations result in historical downtrends and prophetical downtrends
.   

Figs are an analogy for any nation which has become evil and being judged by the fifth cycle of discipline from God.  Isa 34:2-5 “The Lord is angry with all nations; His wrath is upon all their armies. He will totally destroy them; He will give them over to slaughter. (3) Their slain will be thrown out, their dead bodies will send up a stench; the mountains will be soaked with their blood. (4) All the stars of the heavens will be dissolved and the sky rolled up like a scroll; the entire starry host will fall like withered leaves from the vine, like shriveled figs from the fig tree. (5) My sword has drunk its fill in the heavens; see it descends in judgment on Edom, the people I have totally destroyed.”   
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Jer 8:13 “I will take away their harvest, declares the Lord. There will be no grapes on the vine. There will be no figs on the tree, and their leaves will wither. What I have given them will be taken from them.”    Figs also represent human good and human works apart from God.   Gen 3:7 “Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.”
Let’s review historical trends presented in the following way:

A. The first seal = “white horse” = the dictatorship of the Tribulation.

B. The second seal = “red horse” = the great wars of the Tribulation.

C. The third seal = “black horse” = economic disasters of the Tribulation.

D. The fourth seal = “ashen horse” = the shocking death toll of the Tribulation.

E. The fifth seal = the regenerate (believer) martyrs seeking revenge in the Tribulation.

F. The sixth seal = phenomenal natural disasters including nuclear activity of the Tribulation.

G. The seventh seal = the rest of the historical trend disasters of the Tribulation.
The seventh seal includes the trumpet judgments in Revelation chapters 8 – 14.  They also include the bowl or goblet judgments in Revelation chapters 15:7 – chapter 18.
Nuclear Activity verses 14-16
(14) Also the atmosphere (the first heaven) was split apart like a scroll, when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was removed from its place.

There are three heavens in the Bible:
A. The first heaven is the atmosphere described as being a band around the earth held in place by gravity itself.  There are six levels in this first heaven and they are:

1. The troposphere – the lowest level of the atmosphere which is six miles in elevation from the earth and gives us the air we breathe.

2. The stratosphere – this level is 30 miles up.

3. The mesosphere – this level is 20-50 miles up.

4. The thermosphere – this level is 50-300 miles up and gases absorb the ultraviolet radiation from the sun.

5. The ionosphere – this level is parallel to the thermosphere and contains electrical charged particles. 

6. The exosphere – this level is over 311 miles up…the furthermost layer of earth’s atmosphere.
B. The second heaven is the realm of angelic activity.  This is the stellar universe.  Acts 7:42 “But God turned away and gave them over to the worship of the heavenly bodies.”
C. The third heaven is the throne room of God beyond space as we know it in the universe.  Paul is speaking of himself in the third person here.  This must have been an awesome experience!  2 Cor 12:2 “I know a man (Paul the apostle) in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know…God knows.”   Also read Revelation chapters 4 and 5.
The only thing that could explain the splitting apart of the atmosphere, the movement of every mountain and island is vast nuclear activity.  Unless something technologically new is invented between now and the Rapture of the Church, we can safely assume that it will be nuclear activity or some kind of equal catastrophic happening that will cause the things in verse 14 to occur.  
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Unbelievers with Absolutely no Security during Disaster

(15) The kings (dictators) of the earth, the nobility (princes with political power); the highest military ranks; and the rich; plus those who have great talent (ability); plus every slave and free person (the working man)…
Before we continue with the explanation of this verse, let’s look at the principle of freedom and inequality.  There are six named categories in this verse and they remind us of this principle.
A. The sovereignty of God has made man’s free will or volition the issue in the angelic/conflict, which means the impossibility of equality in the human race.  It is absolutely impossible to have equality co-exist with human volition.  Instead you have establishment freedom to direct the volition of mankind.  
B. Inequality exists at human birth with the imputation of human life.  This inequality is motivation rather than a handicap.  Inequality itself is not a bad thing.  Arrogance makes it an issue in unfairness.  

C. The devil is the ruler of this world and gives preferential treatment to believers and unbelievers who live in his cosmic system.  This guarantees those involved in the cosmic system one facet (side) of inequality…evil.  

The Lord’s grace and mercy sustain us and keep us humble.  And He will deliver positive believers from and through these catastrophic disasters…His mercies never fail.  Lam 3:20-25 “I well remember them, and my soul is downcast within me. (21) Yet this I call to mind and therefore I have hope (confidence): (22) Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for His compassions never fail. (23) They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. (24) I say to myself, ‘The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for Him. (25) The Lord is good to those whose hope (confidence) is in Him, to the one who seeks Him…’”  
Let’s look at the six categories of unbelievers in the first part of verse 15:

A. “Kings of the earth” – these are the highest powers and authorities controlling a nation.  Most, if not all, will be dictators and there is no security in this position…no protection, guarantees, or happiness in these disasters…they are helpless.  Only Bible doctrine resident in the soul can do that.

B. “Nobility” – Princes in some translations.  These have political prominence and power but also cannot give protection or security in disaster and are also helpless.  

C. “Military leaders” – these general officers also afford no security from disaster…it is impossible for them. 
D. “Rich men” – also helpless to give security or protection for themselves even with all their money!!!

E. “Talented people” – these are the people with some ability or talents that make them stand out: like physical strength, genius, attractiveness etc.  These talents cannot help them in time of disaster either.  No security in talent or human ability!!
F. “Working man” – slave or free…the same applies in these horrific disasters…no security.  In the Tribulation there will be strong labor unions for these working people and they will be absolutely useless in disaster…man has NO SECURITY without God.

All categories of these unbelievers are arrogant and depended on themselves and their own group to protect and ensure their security…NONE ARE ABLE!  There is no security for any of these categories of unbelievers…NONE WHATSOEVER…nothing worked for their protection.  Each and every one of them rejected the LJC and Bible doctrine.
Revelation 6:15-17
(15) …hid themselves in caves and among the rocks of the mountains (high ground).

This is where all six categories of unbelievers think they will be safe when disaster hits.  They are arrogant in their belief and they have total insecurity here.  All classes of unbelievers in society in times of national disaster seek in their arrogance and independence from God, the high places for security instead of Bible doctrine in the soul…the ONLY real security…the LJC and Bible doctrine.  Grace precedes judgment and these unbelievers had a chance to accept God’s security package in Christ but rejected it.  Their own bad decisions caused their demise!!

These Unbelievers Want Oblivion
(16) They (unbelievers) prayed to the rocks, ‘Fall on us and hide us now from He (the LJC) who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb (they are afraid of the wonderful LJC whom they rejected!!!!!!!!!!)!’
Yes, believe it or not these unbelievers are appealing to rocks to give them immediate relief!!!  They think that when they die it will be oblivion…nothingness forever!  NOT TRUE.  There is no such thing and of course their prayers will not be heard and therefore, denied by the LJC.  They are acutely aware of the presence of God and are absolutely helpless and this drives them to desire oblivion because they know they have rejected HIM.  They are recipients of the wrath of the LJC…the Lamb 

Anticipation of the Second Advent of the LJC and the Baptism of Fire
(17) For the great day of their wrath (God the Father and the LJC) has come, and so who is able to stand?"  This is the judgment called the “Baptism of Fire” when all unbelievers of the Tribulation will be sent to Torments in Hades and identified or baptized by fire!

Before I go on let’s look at the Doctrine of the Baptism of Fire.

A. Definition of the word “baptism.”  It means to be identified with something or an initiation into something.

B. Categories of Baptism: 
1. Real Baptisms – this is actual or real identification with something.  Examples are:
a. Baptism of the Red Sea -in Exodus when the Jews passed through the Red Sea they were identified with Moses.  They did not get wet!  This is NOT water baptism here.  Heb 11:24 “By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter (to do the will of God). Heb 11:29 “By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned.” 
b. Baptism of the Cross – Christ was identified with all of our personal sins in judgment.  It is called the cup of judgment.  Matt 20:22 “You don't know what you are asking, Jesus said to them. ‘Can you drink the cup I am going to drink?’ ‘We can," they answered.’”  And of course the apostles did indeed drink His cup by suffering as Christ did.
c. Baptism of the Holy Spirit – this is when believers are placed in union with Christ at the moment they believe in Him for salvation and they are identified with Christ.  Acts 1:5 “For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."  1 Cor 12:13 “For we were all baptized by one Spirit into one body…”  Eph 4:5 “…one Lord, one faith, one baptism…”  Gal 3:26-28 “You are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus, (27) for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. (28) There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  Matt 3:11 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”
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d. Baptism of Fire – a real baptism…see below for detailed description.
2. Ritual Baptism – water baptism is a ritual baptism.  Here water represents three things:

a. Baptism of the LJC – this is when the LJC was baptized by John the Baptist.  John submerged the LJC underwater and brought Him back up to show the world that the LJC was the Messiah sent to do the will of God in the POG.  Water here represents the POG.  Matt 3:13-17 “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. (14) But John tried to deter him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me? (15) Jesus replied, ‘Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all righteousness.’ Then John consented. (16) As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and lighting on Him. (17) And a voice from heaven said, ‘this is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well pleased.’"

b. Baptism of John – John was baptized in the river Jordan and here water represents the Kingdom of God.  John was the herald or messenger about the Kingdom of God and the LJC.  Let’s read Matt 3:1-10 and John 1:25-33.
c. The Ritual of Christian Baptism – here water represents identification with the LJC.  This ritual actually taught about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and identification of believers with the LJC.  This was taught this way before the Bible was completed in writing.  Now we just have to study about it in the Word.   But before the Canon was completed the person was dipped into the water and under it to teach their identification with Christ in His death and then as they were lifted out of the water it identified believers with His resurrection, Ascension, and Session.  Water baptism is NEVER required for salvation!  Heb 6:1-3 “Therefore let us leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again the foundation of repentance from acts that lead to death, and of faith in God, (2) instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. (3) And God permitting, we will do so.”
C. Baptism of Fire – this occurs at the Second Advent of the LJC at the end of the Tribulation and is an actual baptism that identifies all unbelievers with fire!  These Tribulational unbelievers are sent into Torments in Hades until the end of human history when they will stand with all the other unbelievers at the Great White Throne Judgment.  Matt 3:11-12 “I baptize you with water for repentance. But after me will come one who is more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not fit to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. (12) His winnowing fork is in his hand, and He will clear His threshing floor, gathering His wheat into the barn and burning up the chaff with unquenchable fire." 
Believers ONLY will enter the Millennium.  However, some of the children produced by these believers during the Millennium will be unbelievers, not all, but many will not believe in the LJC even while He is present on earth!  At the end of the 1000 year Millennium, one third of the population will be unbelievers!  Children of believers do not always accept Christ as their Savior.

The Baptism of fire happens immediately after the Second Advent.  2 Thess 1:6-9 “God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you (7) and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with His powerful angels. (8) He will punish those who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. (9) They will be punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of His power…”  
Revelation 6:17
There are three parables of the LJC in the Gospels that teach this judgment:

a. The Parable of the Wheat and the Tares.  Read Matthew chapter 13.
b. The Parable of the God and Bad Fish.  Also in Matthew chapter 13.
c. The Parable of the Ten Virgins in Matthew 25:1-13.  In this parable there were five wise virgins (believers who had oil for their lamps…prepared) and five foolish virgins (unbelievers who had no oil for their lamps…unprepared).  Let’s read them.
The Baptism of Fire sends both Jewish and Gentile unbelievers of the Tribulation to Torments in Hades at the Second Advent.  Remember all human unbelievers go there after their physical death. The same is true for Tribulational unbelievers.  But the Baptism of Fire only occurs after the Tribulation and Second Advent.  
Gentile unbelievers taken to Torments after the Second Advent in the Baptism of Fire can be seen in Matt 24:37-41.  “As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming (Second Advent) of the Son of Man. (38) For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; (39) and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming (Second Advent) of the Son of Man. (40) Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. (41) Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.”  Another passage you can read referring to Gentile unbelievers is in Matt 25:31-46.  
Jewish unbelievers taken to Torments at the Second Advent Baptism of Fire can be seen in Mal 3:1-6 “See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to His temple; the messenger of the covenant, whom you desire, will come, says the Lord Almighty. (2) But who can endure the day of His coming (Second Advent)? Who can stand when He appears? For He will be like a refiner's fire or a launderer's soap. (3) He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; He will purify the Levites and refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in righteousness (4) and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in days gone by, as in former years. (5) So I will come near to you for judgment. I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me, says the Lord Almighty. (6) I the Lord do not change. So you, O descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed.”    Mal 4:1-2 “Surely the day (Second Advent) is coming; it will burn like a furnace (Baptism of Fire). All the arrogant and every evildoer (unbelievers) will be stubble, and that day that is coming will set them on fire, says the Lord Almighty. Not a root or a branch will be left to them.”

The Baptism of Fire is motivation for the Jews in the Church Age to seek Christ for salvation and believe He is their Messiah for it is an awesome thing to learn in the Old Testament about the future for those who reject Him!  The Jews are constantly told of the last days in the Tribulation and the wrath of God.  Hag 2:6 “This is what the Lord Almighty says: 'In a little while I will once more shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land.”
The LJC is coming again at the end of the Tribulation to judge the unbelievers (Rev 19:11 “I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is called Faithful and True. With justice He judges and makes war.”) 
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Afterwards He will start His reign in the new civilization…the Millennium…a perfect place for all remaining on earth (believers) and there He will fulfill all the promises to the believer/Jews.  Then at the end of His Millennial reign, the earth and all created things will be destroyed forever.  Bible doctrine…the Word of God…will remain with us in heaven forever.  Heb 12:27-29 “The words "once more" indicate the removing of what can be shaken…that is, created things…so that what cannot be shaken may remain (the Word of God). (28) Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be thankful, and so worship God acceptably with reverence and awe, (29) for our God is a consuming fire."
The Baptism of Fire along with the Second Advent of our LJC ends a period of one of our civilizations.  Civilizations are different from dispensations.  There are four civilization periods in history of mankind:
1. The Antediluvian period – from Adam to Noah.  There were no bacteria on earth and good health prevailed but there was lots of violence.

2. The Postdiluvian period – from Noah’s family to the Baptism of Fire at the Second Advent.
3. The Millennial period – Believers from the Tribulation to the Gog and Magog Revolution at the end of the Millennium and the destruction of planet earth by fire and all unbelievers of all time will be thrown into the Lake of Fire.

4. Eternal period – all believes in the LJC will be in their resurrection bodies forever.

Review of the principles and more of this final verse 17 in chapter six:

A. We have seen the breaking of the first six seals of the Tribulation presented prophetically.  Remember all historical trends are presented prophetically in all the dispensations except ours…the Church Age.
B. With exception of the Church Age historical trends are presented through the vehicle of eschatology…future events.

C. We have seen unbelievers of the Tribulation experience the Baptism of Fire, that great judgment which terminates the Tribulation.

D. Here it will be called the Great Day of Wrath.

E. This part of the famous day of the Lord…the TRIBULATION…is also prophesied in other Old Testament passages.  Four of them are pertinent.  
Joel 2:11 “The Lord thunders at the head of His army; His forces are beyond number, and mighty are those who obey His command. The day of the Lord (the Tribulation) is great; it is dreadful. Who can endure it?”   Joel 2:31 “The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.”  Zeph 1:14-18 “The great day of the Lord is near…near and coming quickly. Listen! The cry on the day of the Lord will be bitter, the shouting of the warrior there. (15) That day will be a day of wrath, a day of distress and anguish, a day of trouble and ruin, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and blackness, (16) a day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the corner towers. (17) I will bring distress on the people and they will walk like blind men, because they have sinned against the Lord (the only sin not forgiven on the cross…rejection and unbelief of our LJC). Their blood will be poured out like dust and their entrails like filth. (18) Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to save them on the day of the Lord's wrath. In the fire of His jealousy the whole world will be consumed, for He will make a sudden end of all who live in the earth."
Revelation 6:17
Final Notes on the Baptism of Fire

Baptism of Fire - it is clear from the immediate context of this reference (Matt. 3:9-12; Luke 3:16-17) and from the general testimony of Scripture, that this Baptism of Fire is connected with judgment at the Second Advent of Christ as the baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5 with 11:16) is connected with grace flowing from the death, resurrection, and ascension of Christ at His first advent.  As John F. Walvoord correctly observes, "While the Church Age is introduced with a baptism of the Spirit, the Kingdom Age (Millennium) is to be introduced with a Baptism of Fire" (Doctrine. of the Holy Spirit [1943], p. 165). At first glance it might seem singular that John the Baptist should speak of the first and second advents in such intimate connection, but he is merely expressing himself as many of the Old Testament prophets do, who often envision the Lord's first and second comings in a blended view and speak of both in the same clause (compare Isa. 61:1-2 with Luke 4:16-21).  This of course is because of the Church Age, the mystery Age, which was hidden from the Old Testament prophets and saints!  In conclusion then, the believer in Christ has been delivered from the Baptism with Fire; for the believer has been graciously delivered from wrath by the blood of Christ.   

In answer to the question at the end of this verse, “Who can stand?” only believers in Christ can stand.  
Close in Prayer  
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