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BIBLE CLASS – October 16, 2007

Lesson 23s – The Book of Revelation – Chapter 10 – Handout # 12

Introduction and Outline to Revelation Chapter 10

Revelation, chapter 10 takes us on a side path so to speak…the chapter starts out with a parenthesis.  The parenthesis starts in Revelation Chapter 10, verse 1 and continues through Chapter 11, verse 14.   The entire parenthesis deals with angelic and human messengers sent from God for the purpose of reconciling man to Himself, which is carried out throughout human history.  Chapter 10 deals with the angelic messengers first.
Before we get into the parenthesis in detail and see what it entails, let’s review what we have studied so far in Revelation to refresh our memories so we can get a true perspective of our study up to this point. I don’t want you to lose site of the big picture.      
1. Chapter 1 reveals Christ in His resurrection glory, who holds the pastors of the churches in His right hand and who walks in the midst of the churches of the entire Church Age…His royal family.  He is the head of the body of believers.

2. Chapters 2-3 reveal His evaluation of conditions in the seven churches of Asia to which John ministered.  In addition, these churches reveal a picture of historical trends and conditions of the Church Age (due to decisions of believers in the Church Age).  Positive decisions produce up-trends, negative decisions produce down-trends in history.  Each church presents a picture of the church throughout the entire period of the Church Age.  It also gives a picture of what any church in our present Church Age may be like.
3. Chapter 4 deals with the throne and the throng in heaven.  John is “caught up” into heaven.  In this chapter we studied the doctrine of the Rapture of the church (that’s us) and the basis of welcome in heaven to all Church Age believers.  It is a picture of the Church in Heaven after the Rapture.
4. Chapter 5 shows us the challenge and search for the ONE worthy to open the little book or scroll (title deed to Planet Earth).  And that is Jesus Christ.  He is revealed as the “Lion of Judah,” and the “Lamb of God, “who alone holds the rights of the “firstborn of God” (that is His resurrection from the dead and His defeat of death itself!).  It gives us the Doomsday Book of Judgment, which contain the Seven Seals of History.
5. Chapter 6 gives us a picture of the Seven Seals of History, which is an overview of conditions in the Tribulation caused by the first six seal judgments from the Doomsday Book that only Christ had the authority to open.  This chapter also includes Daniel’s prophecy (9:24-27) that explains the historical setting of Revelation from chapters 6-19.

6. Chapter 7 is the first parenthesis in the Book of Revelation and shows that God’s plan of redemption continues in the Tribulation.  It is a picture of Tribulational evangelism.  It includes the first two waves of four (4) waves of evangelism in the Tribulation because even in the most critical time of history God’s primary concern is for the salvation of souls.  The first wave is the sealing of the 144,000 Jewish evangelists from every tribe of Israel.  The second wave is the Gentile converts of these evangelists (they are seen again in Rev 12:11, 15:2-4).

7. Chapter 8 with the opening of the seventh seal, which contains the Seven Trumpet Judgments, we see the nature and the basis of the trumpet judgments and the answer of the Tribulational martyrs’ imprecatory prayers.  This is the wrath of God against those who reject the Lord Jesus Christ and this is the answer to the prayers of these martyrs murdered by those who hate Christ.  
8. Chapter 9 gave us the first and second of three “woes” or Demon Army attacks in the Tribulation brought on by Satan.  He is desperate since his expulsion and removal from heaven three and a half years into the seven year period of the Tribulation.  The Devil’s Desperation has created mass havoc upon the earth.  
Let’s also review the Seven Seals and the Seven Trumpet judgments as well.  It’s interesting to note that all the judgments of Revelation come in sets of seven (7).  Sets of seven are a distinctive feature in the book.  The number seven occurs (52) times in Revelation.  There are seven beatitudes (blessings for happiness that I’ll give later in our study) throughout the book; seven churches (Rev 1:4, 11); seven spirits (Rev 1:4); seven eyes (Rev 5:6); seven trumpets (Rev 8:2); seven thunders (Rev 10:3); seven signs (Rev 12:1, 3; 13:13-14; 15:1; 16:4; 19:20); seven crowns (Rev 12:3); seven plagues (Rev 15:6); seven golden bowls or goblets (Rev 15:7); seven hills (Rev 17:9); and seven kings (Rev 17:10) as well as other sevens.  Symbolically, if you will recall in our lesson of the Biblical meaning of “Numbers in the Bible,” the number seven stands for “completeness.”  
The Seven Seals of the Doomsday Book, which includes the famous Four Horsemen, are:

1. Conquest: the white horse (dictatorship) which represents rapid conquest and whose rider is the beast/dictator of the Revised Roman Empire or the Anti-Christ.  He carries a bow and a crown only (no arrows) and represents the lust of the Anti-Christ for political power and political warfare.
2. Anarchy: the red horse (warfare) whose rider has the authority to take away all peace from the world.  This rider is the beast/dictator of the Revised Roman Empire and carries a great sword and indicates intense close-in fighting, men against men…the breakdown of society beginning…the rise of rebellion, revolution, religious, and racial war.  The devil’s dream of utopia without Christ will end this way.

3. Famine: the black horse depicts tremendous lack of food and water and the rationing of goods and needs by weight.  Everything is measured out because of the famine.  The measures speak of great scarcity and starvation.  Only the wealthy will survive.

4. Death: The ashen or pale horse, which is ghastly, represents pestilence and death.  The rider’s name is “Death.”  He is followed by Hades…mass destruction by plague for unbelief.  Always remember judgment is for unbelief (towards Christ and God’s plan).  A fourth of the earth’s population will be killed.
5. Martyrdom: one of the reasons for final judgments in the Tribulation.  God avenges the murders of His beloved devoted believers who died for their belief in Christ.  These murderers not only reject the Lord but murder His own.   

6. Universe shaken: an earthquake occurs just as the sixth seal is broken open and five disturbances occur: earthquakes, volcanoes, meteors hitting the earth, the moving of heaven and earth…great upheaval, and universal terror.  One third of mankind is destroyed.
7. Seven Trumpet Judgments: these judgments are contained in and ARE the seventh seal.  

The Seventh Seal or the Seven Trumpet Judgments…a brief review:

A. Hail and Fire mixed with Blood (8:6-7).
B. A Mountain Thrown into the Sea (8:8-9).
C. A Star called Wormwood (8:10-11).
D. A Third of the Sun, Moon and Stars Struck (8:12-13).
E. The First “Woe” or First Demon Assault Army of Locusts out from the Abyss (9:1-12).
F. The Second “Woe” or Second Demon Assault Army from under the Euphrates (9:13-21).
G. The Third “Woe” or Third Demon Assault Army led by Satan himself against all living Jews (11:15-19).
As you can see between trumpet judgments number “F” and “G” in the above list, there is a gap in the chapters and verses…this is the parenthesis that is chapter 10 and part of Chapter 11.  
I’d like to also review the rank of the officers or heralds of the elect angelic military that are in command of these judgments.  This is necessary because angels administer the judgments under the command of God.  XXXXXXXto help us remember which angel is commanding what in Revelation.  God is very specific in regards to rank and assignment of authority.  There is the highest rank: six-winged seraphs; next in rank, four-winged cherubs, and last in rank, wingless messenger or pursuivant angels in the College of Angelic Heralds.  These are the angels involved in this part of Revelation.  
Outline of Chapter 10
1. The Mighty Angel vs. 1.
2. The Little Book or Scroll (title deed to Planet Earth) vs. 2.
3. The Angel’s Voice vs.3-4.
4. The Finished Plan of God vs. 5-7.
5. Feeding on the Word vs. 8-11.
This parenthesis, that goes from Chapter 10 through Chapter 11:14, comes right between the sixth and seventh trumpet judgments that we have just finished studying in chapter 9.  This parenthesis is the manner of John who gives a similar break in Chapter 7 between the sixth and seventh seals.  In this parenthesis of Chapter 10, we are permitted to see John’s preparation for his further service.  God’s way of preparation is always through the reception of the Word.

The Mighty Angel

The parenthesis begins in verse one.  John’s vision introduces the angelic herald.  He holds the highest rank of angels.  He’s a seraph and he tells the news of the Second Advent.  The vision begins with an honors list of the mighty angel we see in this verse.  He is same seraph, the “King of Arms” we saw in Rev 5:2.  He’s the highest of all the seraphs.  When this powerful angel is involved in anything, it becomes extremely important.  God gave him this job because he has great integrity.  That is why he is called powerful and mighty…he is held in high esteem by God. 
(1) Then I saw another elect angel, the powerful one, coming down out of heaven and he was wearing a cloud and a rainbow was over his head and his face was like the sun and his feet were like columns of fire;
Each of the figures in this vision speaks of God who this mighty angel represents.  Let’s look at them:
1. A Cloud.  In Scripture clouds are used often to represent the glory of God.  In Exo 19:16 there is a cloud that enveloped Mount Sinai in Egypt when the Exodus generation was making its way to the Promised Land. “So it came about on the third day, when it was morning, that there were thunder and lightning flashes and a thick cloud upon the mountain and a very loud trumpet sound, so that all the people who were in the camp trembled.”   In Mathew 17:15 there is the cloud that came down on the mount of transfiguration, which probably occurred on Mount Herman in northern Israel.  “While he was still speaking, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, ‘This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased; listen to Him!’" Matthew gives us a picture here of how well pleased God is of His Son, Jesus.   At the Second Advent, Jesus is to return in the clouds with great glory in Rev 1:7. “Behold, He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see Him, even those who pierced Him; and all the tribes of the earth (tribes of Israel and all nations) will mourn over Him. So it is to be. Amen.”   The Ascension of Christ in the clouds is seen in Act 1:9.“And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received Him out of their sight.” When the Lord comes back for us in the Rapture we will meet Him in the air in the clouds.  1 Thess 4:17.  “Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.”  These are just a few of the many examples of clouds representing the Glory of the Lord.
2. A Rainbow.  The rainbow is also a familiar picture of God’s faithfulness.  It first appears in Gen 9:12-13 in the covenant with Noah after the flood.  “God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant which I am making between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all successive generations;(13) I set my (rain) bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a sign of a covenant between me and the earth.’”  This is a visible sign of the perfect integrity and holiness of God, which is His perfect justice and righteousness.  This is His perfect guarantee that He will not destroy the earth again by water and that he will wait until human history is completed to destroy it by fire!    Divine integrity is not only our point of contact with God but it also has intrinsic value…value that can never diminish.  The believer has three things as a result of His personal relationship with the integrity of God: Bible doctrine, a personal sense of destiny (eternity with God), and personal happiness through cognizance and execution of the POG through God’s grace.  It represents God’s mercy toward man in his preservation of the world.  We saw in Rev 4:3, the emerald rainbow, which spoke of His mercy.  “…and He who was sitting was like a jasper stone and a sardius in appearance; and there was a rainbow around the throne, like an emerald in appearance.” 
3. The Sun. The sun is “the light of the world” a picture of Christ, “the Sun of Righteousness” in Mal 4:2. "But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; and you will go forth and skip about like calves from the stall.”  Look is what Paul saw in Acts 9:3. “As he was traveling, it happened that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him…” This is the same appearance the Lord had when He was transfigured (a preview of Jesus in His resurrection body) on the mountain with Peter, John and James in Mat 17:2. “And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His garments became as white as light.” Without the sun earth would be in total darkness like the ice pack that LJC placed on earth after Satan wrecked havoc on it.
4. Feet like Columns of Fire.  We have seen this before as a symbol of divine judgment in Rev 1:15.  “His feet were like burnished bronze, when it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound of many waters.”  We’ll see Christ treading out the winepress of God’s judgment at the Second Advent in Rev 14:20.  “And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses' bridles, for a distance of two hundred miles.”  These feet of fire also represent God’s divine protection for the winner believer in time of historical disaster.  It refers to the “wall of fire” or “columns of fire” that surrounds the mature believer while God is judging those who reject His Son, the LJC.
The King of Arms and the Little Book or Scroll (title deed to Planet Earth) verse 2
The King of Arms has a ministry on earth and it begins in verse 2
(2) …and he (the King of arms…the seraph) had a little open book in his hand. Then he placed his right foot on the sea and his left on the land. 

This little book or scroll (the title deed to Planet Earth) is the Doomsday book we studied about in Chapter 5.  It is the book only our Lord Jesus Christ was qualified to open because of His perfect Person and victory on the cross.  
The Doomsday Book is the book of judgments and contains the Seven Seals of Judgment.  This is Jesus’ title-deed to the universe, which is now unrolled (a scroll is unrolled) or opened.  We have to go back to the history at the time John wrote Revelation to understand this.  Scrolls were the books of the antiquity of that period of history.  They were not bound like our books today but were rolled up with ornate rods of wood in the rolls to uncoil them.  
Now what is the significance of the foot placement?  Why does the seraph, King of Arms, have one foot in the sea and one foot on the land?  It’s like the explorers of long ago when they stepped ashore in a new place and claimed it for whatever country that sent them on the exploration.  It appeared no one owned the land except for the indigenous natives that may have lived there at the time!  Usually they had one foot in the sea and one on the land while proclaiming ownership for whatever sovereign they represented.   This is how America was claimed by Christopher Columbus.

The spiritual significance of this gesture by the King of Arms is the announcement and claim for our LJC that He is returning at the proper time in history and this gesture confirms the fact that our LJC will supercede Satan as the ruler of this planet.  The title deed of course is nowhere recorded and we’ll see why.  The meaning is obvious: our LJC will set aside Satan as ruler of this world!  He has the right to do so because of His work of eternal salvation on the cross for all mankind.  Satan as you know got rulership at the point when man fell in the Garden.  But our LJC takes over rulership for being judged for man’s sin…His saving work on the cross.  Christ is the winner in the Angelic Conflict.  Will we as believers be able to share in that victory?  That will be determined at the Judgment (or Evaluation) Seat of our LJC and now as to how you live your life here on earth…in the POG or in the cosmic systems of Satan.

When the King of Arms plants one foot in the sea and one on the land he will also raise his hand to heaven (verse 5) thus claiming heaven, earth, and the sea for Christ.  As seen in Psalm 2:1-12 the fallen world challenges the right of Christ to the universe.  “Why are the nations in an uproar and the peoples devising a vain thing? (2) The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord (God the Father) and against His Anointed (our LJC), saying, (3) ‘Let us tear their shackles apart and cast away their cords from us!’ (4) He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them.(5) Then He will speak to them in His anger And terrify them in His fury, saying, (6) ‘But as for me, I have installed my King Upon Zion, my holy mountain.’ (7) I will surely tell of the decree of the Lord: He said to me, 'You are My Son, Today I have begotten you. (8) Ask of me, and I will surely give the nations as your inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as your possession. (9) You shall break them with a rod of iron; you shall shatter them like earthenware.' (10) Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth. (11) Worship the Lord with reverence and rejoice with trembling. (12) Do homage to the Son, that He not become angry and you perish in the way, for His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all who take refuge in Him!”   However, it is His by right of creation and redemption.  Col 1:16-20 “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities…all things have been created through Him and for Him. (17) He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. (18) He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything. (19) For it was the Father's good pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, (20) and through Him to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood of His cross; through Him, I say, whether things on earth or things in heaven.” 

A Proclamation of the King of Arms and the Seven Thunders verse3-4
(3) …then he shouted with a loud voice (with tremendous confidence) just as a lion roars and when he shouted his announcement the seven thunders (wingless messenger angels) relayed their message with their own voices. 

The roar of the lion is the voice of God.  Hosea 11:10 “They will walk after the Lord, He will roar like a lion; indeed He will roar and His sons will come trembling from the west.”  Joel 3:16 “The Lord roars from Zion and utters His voice from Jerusalem, and the heavens and the earth tremble. But the Lord is a refuge for His people and a stronghold to the sons of Israel.”  Amos 3:8 “A lion has roared! Who will not fear? The Lord God has spoken! Who can but prophesy?” Jesus Christ is the Lion of Judah.  Rev 5:5 “…and one of the elders said to me, ‘Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome (won the victory on the cross in the Angelic Conflict) so as to open the book and its seven seals.’"  The seven thunders also speak of the seven-fold voice of God’s judgment.  Psalm 29:3-9 “The voice of the Lord is upon the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord is over many waters. (4) The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is majestic. (5) The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; yes, the Lord breaks in pieces the cedars of Lebanon. (6) He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion (Mount Hermon was called Senir by the Amorites and Sirion by the Sidonians in Deuteronomy 3:9; Psalms 29:6; 1 Chronicles 5:23; Song of Solomon 4:8) like a young wild ox. (7) The voice of the Lord hews out flames of fire. (8) The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. (9) The voice of the Lord makes the deer to calve and strips the forests bare; and in His temple everything says, ‘Glory!’" 

(4) Now when the seven thunders announced their proclamation, I was about to write it down, but I heard a voice from heaven saying, ‘Seal up what the seven thunders have communicated and do not write it down.’" 

We do not know what these messenger angels who represent God’s voice said.  John is not allowed to record what the voices speak of.  John is like Paul here, who heard and saw things in heaven he was not permitted to speak of.  It was so indescribable to Paul that he spoke of his visit to Paradise in the third person!  2 Cor 12:3 “…and I know how such a man…whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, God knows (4) was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which a man is not permitted to speak.”  As we are told in Deut 29:29, “The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our sons forever, that we may observe all the words of this law…” We must beware not to disobey God unless like the Old Testament men of Beth-shemesh, if we attempt to look into things God has hidden from us, we must be prepared to suffer the consequence.  Out of curiosity the men of Beth-shemesh went into the Holy of Holies where only the High Priest is allowed and see what happened to them.    1 Sam 6:19 “He struck down some of the men of Beth-shemesh because they had looked into the ark of the Lord (into the Holy of Holies where the Shekinah Glory dwelt). He struck down all the people, 50,070 men, and the people mourned because the Lord had struck the people with a great slaughter.”   In the Church Age our consequences may be slightly different or not.  Don’t test God.
Why do you suppose God sealed up the message the voices shouted?
1. God is not responsible for any bad decisions made by any member of the human race.  Our decisions are our responsibility.  He doesn’t encourage bad decisions because it is impossible for God to do any wrong.  

2. The message of the seven thunders was a message of victory.  It’s a victory bulletin but this bulletin doesn’t comply with the rules of human volition in the Angelic Conflict.  One thing we possess in the human race, which resolves the Angelic Conflict, is free will or volition, the ability to make decisions…good or bad.  This victory bulletin is incompatible with the rules of human volition.  Apparently the content of the message was of such a nature that everyone upon hearing this message and reading it and understanding it exegetically in the Word of God, would sit down and say, “Okay that’s it!”  And that would be the end of it.  In other words, we believers would be sitting on our hands watching perhaps and saying we have no part in this victory…I’m not a participant, I’m only a spectator!  But we’re really not…we are gladiators…warriors…we’re supposed to be on the playing field of the POG!  And the content of this announcement, which will be made just before the Second Advent of our LJC is of such a nature that to allow us to understand it as a part of eschatology…the future after the Rapture, would mean that you would no longer be participating in the Angelic Conflict.  You would say in effect, “the decisions were already made.”  This message will be given in the future so as not to affect the volition of believers now!  That is the point.  One danger in areas of eschatology is that people distort it into a system whereby they feel they no longer have to live the Christian way of life that God had planned for them in the Church Age…a personal plan for each of us.  Ignorance distorts.  They get so hyped up on prophecy and the future and fail to live in God’s pre-designed plan now.  They get weird attitudes and focus only on the future events instead of living in the present.

3. Divine censorship acts so that man will not hear those things which would prejudice his thinking and destroy his objectivity!  The point: there is nothing in the Word of God that will give you a prejudicial viewpoint about anything or that would destroy your objectivity so when you are prejudiced and you do destroy your objectivity you do it on your own and by your own decisions apart from the Word of God.  That’s the entire point of this censorship.

4. In addition, man must take responsibility for his won decisions and through hearing the message of that victory bulletin of verse 4, man would shift the responsibility of his personal decisions to the sovereign God instead.  That would be blasphemy.

5. Furthermore, the content of the announcement of the seven thunders would violate the principle of 2 Cor 5:7. “…for we walk by faith, not by sight…” 

The Spectacular Gesture of the King of Arms verse 5
(5) Then the angel whom I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand in a salute toward heaven. 

We’re not going to hear what was in the message but we’re going to get the action …the salute to our LJC, who will rule planet Earth.  Heaven is where our LJC resides in His glorified state…the God/Man…unique forever.   The angel now takes a solemn vow on Jesus Christ, creator of all things that there will be no more delay.    Col 1:15-18 “He (LJC) is the image of the invisible God (Father), the firstborn of all creation. (16) For by Him (LJC) all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities…all things have been created through Him and for Him. (17) He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together. (18) He is also head of the body, the church (that’s all of us); and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead (His Resurrection), so that He Himself will come to have first place in everything.” This answers the martyrs’ question of Rev 6:10 that asks “How long, O Lord, holy and true, will you refrain from judging and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"
The Bible must be understood in the time in which it was written.  The raising of the right hand had to do with a military salute.  The Romans had two military salutes at the time of this writing in 90 AD: one to the emperor or some high ranking officer where they simply brought up their fist across their chest in allegiance; and a second gesture that had to do with the visors on their helmets.  They would simply lift their visors in order to see.  Raising the visor was a sign of recognition so eventually by using the hand to raise the visor so often it became a salute.  It was a sign of respect and integrity when greeting either a friend or an officer.  So it became a system of recognition of integrity and respect for whomever they saluted.  The salute indicated the fact that the one saluted had integrity and the one receiving the salute had integrity.
The salute in this verse recognizes both the sovereignty of our LJC as God and His third royal title of the humanity of our LJC gained by His work on the cross, King of kings and Lord of lords.  We understand the angelic herald…the seraph…the King of Arms…looking up to heaven and saluting our LJC.  He is recognizing the integrity and uniqueness of the Person of our LJC, eternal God, and true humanity in the one Person forever!  This salute also recognizes the right and authority of our LJC to rule the earth…a right He possesses now but will not take now because He wants to give the royal family of God a chance to function in the POG and to demonstrate to all demons that we have faith and can make decisions for the Lord where they made decisions against the Lord.  The salute recognizes that Satan has been conquered at the cross and at the Second Advent the LJC will claim earth to rule.
Proclamation of the King of Arms…What He Can Tell Us verse 6
(6) …and he (King of Arms) took a solemn oath by Him (our LJC) who lives forever and ever…

This is the secret and basis for everything that is important.  He didn’t take the oath on the basis of his own high authority (the highest authority of all the angels at present) but did it on the basis of the supreme authority of our LJC.  This angel has great integrity and humility.  
(6) …who created the heavens and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea and the things in it…” 
Jesus Christ created everything including the angels and He sustains everything.  Col 1:16-17 “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens (angelic creatures) and on earth (mankind), visible (man) and invisible (angels), whether thrones (angelic & human rulership) or dominions (angelic supernatural powers) or rulers or authorities (on earth)…all things have been created through Him and for Him. (17) He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together (Christ sustains everything in its order).”  John 1:3 “All things came into being through Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”  Heb 1:10 "You, Lord (Jesus), in the beginning laid the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the works of your hands…”  No creature can revolt against Jesus Christ and win…no creature ever!  Satan and his demons as well as some unbelievers in the cosmic systems are losers.  Satan is the ultimate loser and arch-enemy of our LJC.  All are arrogant to the max and all are blinded by their arrogance.
(6) …and said ‘that there will be delay no longer…’” 

Now this verse tells us there is absolutely no more delay before the return of our LJC at the Second Advent.  Time is running out in the Tribulation.  The Seventh Trumpet is about to occur!  This proclamation is related to the events of Revelation chapter 19 and Rev 11:15-19.  In these two passages of Revelation are detailed discussions of events at the end of the Tribulation with their causes and results.  Let’s read these passages.  This is the first announcement that time has run out for Satan.  The LJC is coming to claim the earth and depose Satan and his demons in a coup de tat!  The last horrible series of disasters will occur in the Seventh Trumpet Judgment (which include the seven goblet or bowl judgments) and then the Second Advent of our wonderful Savior follows and the completion of the plan of God is anticipated by those in the know.  The time will come when those who mock God’s grace plan will have no more chance for salvation!  Peter tries to stir up the people telling of the final destruction of the earth at the end of human history.  There must have been both believers and unbelievers present when he taught this passage.   2 Pet 3:1-9 “This is now, beloved, the second letter I am writing to you in which I am stirring up your sincere mind by way of reminder, (2) that you should remember the words spoken beforehand by the holy prophets (of the Old Testament) and the commandment of the Lord and Savior spoken by your apostles (in the New Testament). (3) Know this first of all, that in the last days, mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts (the old sin nature), (4) and (sarcastically) saying, ‘Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep (died), all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.’ (5) For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the Word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water (ice pack…Ice Age) and by water (Noah and the flood), (6) through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water. (7) But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the Day of Judgment and destruction of ungodly men (unbelievers).  (8) But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord, one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. (9) The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.”   Now compare the following two passages.  Isa 10:23 “For a complete destruction (the end of the created universe at the end of the Millennium), one that is decreed, the Lord GOD of hosts (the armies of heaven) will execute in the midst of the whole land.”  Rom 9:28 “For the Lord will execute His Word on the earth, thoroughly and quickly (the end of the created universe at the end of the Millennium)." 

The Termination of the Tribulation verse 7
(7) “But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet (the Seventh Trumpet Judgment, which contains the seven goblet or bowl judgments, the last days of the Tribulation and the overthrow of Satan)… 
The Apostle John is saying here that he’ll get back to us on the subject of the Second Advent many chapters later but in the meantime he’s telling us more about other things that are necessary for us to know.  When the angel sounds the trumpet for the seventh trumpet judgment it signals that these are the last days of the Tribulation before the Second Advent and the overthrow of Satan.

(7) …and the mystery of God is accomplished just as He (God the Holy Spirit) announced the good news to His own servants the prophets.   
The “mystery of God” in this verse speaks primarily of that which is not known to unbelievers and negative believers in the Tribulation period.  There is much in the New Testament which had been revealed so believers will know what to do during the horror of all the judgments of the Tribulation.   There are actually seven (there’s that number 7 again) things that have been revealed in the New Testament as the means for bringing to a completion the Plan of God:

1. The mystery of Godliness.  The mystery of godliness is God manifest in the flesh in Jesus Christ…God in the flesh.       1 Tim 3:16 “By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, was vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the world, taken up in glory.”  Though intimated (hinted at) in the Old Testament Scripture, this was fully seen in the incarnation of Christ when He was born and lived for 33 years on earth.  Isa 7:14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a Son, and she will call His name Immanuel (God with us).  Isa 9:6-7 “For a child will be born to us, a Son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace. (7) There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts (armies) will accomplish this (during the Millennium).”   Let’s read John 1:1-14.

2. The mystery of Israel’s blindness.  Here the truth is revealed that Israel would be set aside in unbelief until the fullness of the Gentiles.   Rom 11:25 “For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery…so that you will not be wise in your own estimation…that a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in…”  God has a certain number of Gentiles in mind that must be saved before the Rapture can occur.  No one knows the total except God. 
3. The mystery of the Church. The truth here is that all who believe in Christ in the Church as will be in union with Christ (the Baptism of the Holy Spirit) and because of that union there is no distinction between Jew or Gentile (the only 2 races God recognizes), male or female, rich or poor, dumb or intelligent etc. But all are made one by the Baptism of the Holy Spirit as declared in     1 Cor 12:13. “For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.”  Eph 3:3-6 “…that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. (4) By referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, (5) which in other generations (Old Testament) was not made known to men, as it has now been revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in the Spirit…”
4. The mystery of the rapture.   1 Cor 15:51-52 “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep (die physically), but we will all be changed (into resurrection bodies), (52) in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable (in Resurrection bodies), and we will be changed (into Resurrection bodies).”  The rapture of the bride of Christ (believers of the Church Age only) is the next stage or prophecy to be fulfilled in the Plan of God.   This prophecy is NOT a part of the Church Age but ends it!  The Church Age contains no prophecy.   1 Thess 4:13-18 “But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep (dead already), so that you will not grieve as do the rest who have no hope (unbelievers). (14) For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep (dead) in Jesus. (15) For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep (are dead already).  (16) For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. (17) Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be with the Lord.  (18) Therefore comfort one another with these words.”    In this we share the destiny of Christ as seen in Rev 12:5 where the word for “caught up” is the same Greek. Rev 12:5 “And she gave birth to a son, a male child, who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron; and her child was caught up to God and to His throne.”

5. The mystery of iniquity (sin).  After the removal of the Church in the Rapture, the man of sin, the son of destruction is revealed.  This is the Gentile beast/dictator or the Anti-Christ of the revived Roman Empire (RRE) of the Tribulation, which starts immediately after the Rapture of the Church.  In essence this is Satan manifest in the flesh, the opposite of the mystery of godliness (Jesus manifested in the flesh). 2 Thess 2:1-3 “Now we ask you, brethren, with regard to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him (Rapture), (2) that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the Day of the Lord has come. (3) Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first (Anti-Christ), and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction…” 2 Thess 2:7 “For the mystery of lawlessness (iniquity/sin) is already at work; only He (God the Holy Spirit) who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way (in the Rapture).” 
6. Mystery Babylon.  This refers to the religious system under the Anti-Christ, a one-world religion (called the harlot or prostitute in the Bible).  This universal religion is run by the False Prophet a Jew from Israel and another Anti-Christ (as in a false messiah) who rules in Jerusalem and is a cohort with the Gentile Anti-Christ…the beast/dictator of the RRE.  Rev 17:3 “And he carried me (John) away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast (the Anti-Christ or beast/dictator of the RRE), full of blasphemous names, having seven heads and ten horns (10 nations of the RRE). (4) The woman was clothed in purple (the so-called dignity of the cosmic system) and scarlet (the union of religion and government), and adorned with gold and precious stones (the culture of religion) and pearls (glamour), having in her hand a gold cup (Satan’s counterfeit communion table) full of abominations (the Phallic Cult) and of the filth of her immorality (human sacrifices), (5) and on her forehead a name was written, a mystery, "Babylon the great, the mother of harlots and of the abominations of the earth (world religion headed by the False Prophet a Jew from Israel)." 
7. The mystery of God.  The conclusion of God’s plan of judgment is brought about by the return of Jesus Christ and the destruction of all unbelievers left in the Tribulation.  This is dealt with in detail in Revelation chapter 14 and Revelation chapter 19.  Rev 10:7 “…but in the days of the voice of the seventh angel (Seventh Trumpet judgment which holds the seven goblet or bowl judgments), when he is about to sound, then the mystery of God is finished, as He preached to His servants the prophets (Old Testament prophets).” 
Let me explain further by reviewing a few things we’ve previously studied.  The Church Age in which we now live is the dispensation of NO prophecy whatsoever!  All we have are historical trends based on decisions believers make regarding living in the plan God has for their lives…His perfect plan and using the power He supplies, the same power the LJC used as a prototype here on earth during His lifetime and handed down to us to use.  This is all apart from eschatology (the Tribulation and Millennial reign of Christ) which was taught in the Old Testament.  Now pay attention: prior to the Church Age and up until the death, burial, resurrection, ascension and session of our LJC, everything…all historical trends were determined by prophecy, and once again in the Tribulation historical trends will be based on prophecy because it is the last seven years of the Jewish Age or the Age of Israel.  So if the people of the Tribulation DON”T know Bible doctrine, the prophecy of the Tribulation, they won’t know what is going to happen at any given time in the Tribulation…it is a “mystery” to them!!   Only believers who know Bible doctrine will understand day by day what is going to happen in the Tribulation especially the last half of the Tribulation and just prior to the Second Advent!  
This mystery has been expressed in Revelation through the concept of the LJC being the Alpha and the Omega…this is a mystery to the unbelievers of the Tribulation…Jews and Gentiles alike…they will be very confused and will face the greatest holocaust of all time!  Their confusion will come from the fact again that they do NOT understand eschatology.  They have never been able to distinguish between the First and Second Advents of Christ.  And they have never understood their own rituals when they were in the temple on the Sabbath watching the sacrifices and uttering, “Shamah Oh, Israel, Adonai Elohenu, Adonai Echav.”  Translated this says, “Hear Oh Israel, the Lord (Jesus) is the Alpha (the first) (First Advent) and the Lord is the Omega (the last) (the Second Advent).  Alpha is the first letter of the Greek alphabet and Omega is the last letter of the Greek alphabet.  That is the meaning of “the mystery of God” in verse seven.  Because of unbelief they were ignorant and therefore, unprepared.  Remember unbelievers CANNOT understand spiritual things.
Feeding on the Word of God verse 8-9
(8) Then the voice that I heard from heaven spoke with me again and said, "Go take the little book (scroll or title deed to Planet Earth) which has been opened from the hand of the angel who has been standing on the sea and on the land." 

Since the Holy Spirit censored John from writing the first announcement, He’s now commanding John to follow a specific direction.  Now John is commanded to take the book from the angel.  Twice this command is repeated.  This is important because it emphasizes the necessity of positive volition in the reception of the Word of God.  John must be aggressive as must all who seek to know the “deep things of God.”   1 Cor 2:10 “For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.”  All believers in the POG understand His plan.
According to the Greek the book or title deed has been opened dramatically since the victory of our LJC on the cross and the angel is waiting for John to take the book.  This is all very dramatic.    

(9) Then I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little book and he replied to me and said, ‘Take it and eat it.  
The Scriptural background for this passage is found in Ezekiel 3:1-27.  Let’s read this passage. Study the passage and you’ll see many similarities.  Another passage in Jeremiah shows that eating is a symbol of faith.  Jer 15:15-16 “You, who know, O Lord, remember me, take notice of me, and take vengeance for me on my persecutors. Do not, in view of your patience, take me away; Know that for your sake I endure reproach. (16) Your words were found and I ate them, and your words became for me a joy and the delight of my heart (illustrates the retention of Bible doctrine…what you believe by faith and understand in your soul and apply) for I have been called by your name, O Lord God of hosts. Jeremiah was happy because of the Word in his soul.  Does that sound familiar?  I tell you this all the time!  

The object of those who teach the Word of God is to always be feeding on the “bread of life.”  They edify their students and their students must believe by faith.  Eating again is symbolic of faith in John 6:53-56. “So Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. (54) He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. (55) For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true drink. (56) He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in me, and I in him.”’  This symbol is also seen clearly in 1 Cor 11:24-25. “…and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ (25) In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, ‘this cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’" 

We are told that the Word of God is more necessary than our daily bread in Deut 8:3.  “He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.” Jesus quoted this passage in Mat 4:4.  “But He answered and said, ‘It is written (in the Old Testament), 'Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.'"   This was spoken by our LJC after He had fasted for forty days!  Most people would not miss even one meal for Bible class!  
“Take it” here represents the reception and comprehension of the Word.  “Eat it” represents retention (gnosis to Epignosis) and permanence in the soul because you believe what you understood.   
(9) …It will make your stomach bitter but in your mouth it will be sweet as honey.’" 

John must master the contents of the little book, which is the title deed of our LJC as the Ruler of the world.  The book contains the eschatology of the end times: the Tribulation, the Second Advent, and the Millennium.  By John’s obedience, he will finish the Book of Revelation.  If he hadn’t eaten it, it would have ended right there for John!  God would have had to raise up someone else to finish the Book.  His obedience to a higher authority (John was the highest believer of the first century) means that we now have the completed Book of Revelation written appropriately by the great Apostle John.

The angel told John that the Word would be bitter in his stomach but sweet in his mouth.  Not until John had eaten and found this to be true was he given a new commission (verse 11) to prophesy.  The point is that the communicator of Truth must eat first of the Word of God, which he offers to others.  The Word always offers hope (confidence) and the promise of divine deliverance in salvation and in the POG.  This is wonderful to receive.  However, when we take the Word in, we come under great responsibility.  First we are to be conformed to Christ (imitate Him) as revealed in His Word.  This process of sanctification or setting apart as unto the Lord, Jesus is likened to the “pruning” spoken of in John 15:1-2.  "I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser (the Gardener). (2) Every branch (believers) in me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it (testing and suffering for blessing and spiritual growth) so that it may bear more fruit (divine good).”   The same is true by the phrase “refined by fire” in 1Pe 1:3-9. “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope (confidence) through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, (4) to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, (5) who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. (6) In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, (7) so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though refined (testing) by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ; (8) and though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, (9) obtaining as the outcome of your faith the salvation of your souls.” 

The “bitter stomach” in our verse refers to the contents of the little book, which anticipates the horrific closing events of the Tribulation beginning with the sounding of the seventh trumpet, which throws Satan out of heaven in the middle of the Tribulation, whereby his desperation starts an avalanche of demon attacks on all Jews, unbelievers, and negative believers who live during this period of history.  It represents Satan’s desperation in that his end is very near and his violence escalates as NEVER before!  The events of the Seventh Trumpet Judgment and the Third Woe are madness to say the least.  It’s sweet when we take in the Word of God but sometimes the content of the Word can be bitter in regards to consequence of human behavior and God’s judgment of bad behavior and bad decisions.
There is also a certain bitterness know by those who have a burden for the lost and who see them reject the offer of salvation.  Every pastor knows the bitterness of watching a person once “hot” for Christ and the Word go “lukewarm” in indifference to the POG.  For those faithful to continue in study and spiritual growth, all the sorrow and grief of the refining of faith is worthwhile for the “surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus.”  Not just the knowing of Him as Savior, but the deep and abiding moment-by-moment fellowship of life.  For this Paul declared he gladly “suffered the loss of all things, and count them but dung in order that I may gain Christ.” (Philip 3:8).
The verse tells us that when John eats the little book his stomach will be bitter but it will be sweetness in his mouth.  There is an inherent sweetness to the Word of God.   Psa 19:8, 10 “The precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes.(10) They are more desirable than gold, yes, than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and the drippings of the honeycomb.” Psa 119:103 “How sweet are your words to my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth!”  
“Sweetness” also represents the deliverance of true Israel…those Jews who believe in the LJC in the Tribulation.  The wonderful events and blessings of eschatology laid out in Revelation are: the Second Advent of Christ who will deliver all believers and bring them into the Millennium with Him to start a new civilization with believers only.  Then there is the blessing of the incarceration or imprisonment of Satan and all his demons, the restoration of Israel as a Client Nation to God, the coronation and wedding supper of the Lamb, perfect environment of the millennium, and the beautiful triumph of our LJC.
Analogy of these Verses that Instruct John Concerning the Book 
“Take the book” in the passage means reception and comprehension of the Word of God.   “Eat the book” in the passage means retention of the Word of God…gnosis doctrine heard in the left lobe of the soul…believed and which became epignosis doctrine by faith and moved into the right lobe of the soul. “Food in the stomach” represents recall of the Word for use in application to life circumstances and situations.  The Word of God is life sustaining energy produced from food in the stomach.  
(10) “I took the little book from the hand of the angel I and ate it.  Furthermore it was sweet as honey in my mouth but when I had eaten it, my stomach became bitter. 

John literally chewed it and swallowed it with great humility.  He was the top Christian of the first century.  He was very oriented to authority.  He ate the book that contained the eschatology of the LJC’s Second Advent and also the eschatology of Satan’s desperation.  Again it was sweet in his mouth: the victory of our LJC over Satan, the Second Advent, the blessings for the Church Age believers that return with Christ, Christ’s coronation as King, the appointment to rule nations to winner believers who have acquired the highest decorations, and of course Satan and the demons’ incarceration.

Again his stomach was bitter because he has seen awful and terrible events of the eschatology of Satan’s desperation…the horrors of the last half of the Tribulation. 
(11) Then they said to me, ‘you must prophesy again about many peoples both nations and languages and kings.’ 
God the Holy Spirit and the King of Arms together said this to John.  It was a mandate, a command to continue the rest of the Book of Revelation.

Just as the King of Arms is the herald seraph of the First Advent, he is also the herald seraph of the Second Advent.  At both advents we see human and angelic heralds:

1. The First Advent was announced by the King of Arms and John the Baptist.  King of Arms in Luke 2:8-15 “In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their flock by night. (9)  And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them; and they were terribly frightened. (10) But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; (11) for today in the city of David there has been born for you a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. (12) This will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths (death rappings) and lying in a manger.’ (13) And suddenly there appeared with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host (elect army) praising God and saying, (14) ‘Glory to God in the highest, And on earth prosperity among men with whom He is pleased.’ (15) When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another, ‘Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made known to us.’"  John the Baptist in John 1:23 said, ‘I am a voice of one crying in the wilderness, make straight the way of the Lord,' as Isaiah the prophet said.”  Read it again in the gospels of Mat 3:3, Mark 1:3, and Luke 3:4. 

2. The Second Advent was announced by the King of Arms in Rev 10:6
Rev 10:6 “…and swore by Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven and the things in it, and the earth and the things in it, and the sea and the things in it, that there will be delay no longer…”  Moses and Elijah announced it in Rev 11:3. "And I will grant authority to my two witnesses (Moses and Elijah) and they will prophesy (about the Second Advent of our LJC) for twelve hundred and sixty days (3 and ½ years), clothed in sackcloth." 
There are three major subjects that remain in the rest of the Book of Revelation:

1. The eschatology of Satan’s desperation.  Revelation chapters 12 through 18.

2. The inevitable triumph of our LJC’s tactical victory in the Angelic Conflict.  Revelation chapters 19 through 20.

3. The termination of human history as the extension of the Angelic Conflict.  Revelation chapters 21 through 22.

Remember this parenthesis is John’s preparation for further service…the completion of the Book of Revelation.  God’s way of preparation is always through the reception of the Word.  The parenthesis continues in the next chapter…11:1-14.

Close in Prayer – Heavenly Father, thank you for the Word that sets us free.  Thank you for giving us understanding through your Word on how to live the life you planned for us and thank you for the grace to do it.  We pray that God the Holy Spirit will enlighten us and give us recollection with discernment to apply what we have learned to the glory of Christ, Amen.
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